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PREFACE. 


NOTWITHSTANDING  the  hafte  with 
which  thefe  diicourfes  *  were  compofed, 
and  the  errors  which  muil  coniequently  have 
crept  into  them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  comply 
with  the  defire  exprefled  hy  many  perfons>  be- 
fore whom  they  were  pronounced,  of  feeing  them 
in  print. 

Previous  to  my  entering  upon  the  conitilu- 
tions  of  the  different  |pYenira^nts,,IJjavegiven 
my  opinion  on  the  origin  of  fociety:  and  al- 
though this  fubjedt  has  been. treated,  by  the  moft 
able  writeriy  I  haye  ventured  fo  cepcat  .the  ideas 
which  I  formerly  expreft  upon  it,  in  a  work  on 
our  ancient  legiilation. 


Man  is  intendtd  by  nature  to  live  under  the 
government,  and  by  the  aid,  of  focial  conven- 

*  The/  were  originally  given  u  lefturei  hj  M.  de  It  Croix. 

b  tions. 
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tions.  This  truth,  fo  often  repeated,  becomes 
more  evident  as  we  inquire  more  attentively  into 
the  organization  of  our  forms;  our  lingering 
growth ;  and  the  flow  development  of  our  facul- 
ties. Ten  years  muft  pafs  away  between  the 
moment  of  our  iirft  feeing  the  light,  and  that 
wherein,  even  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  the  human 
being  can  renounce  the  aid  of  others,  and  exifl 
without  the  intervention  of  any  powers  but  his 
own.  If,  therefore,  he  was  to  be  abandoned  by 
thofe  who  gave  him  life  at  the  period  when  na- 
ture ceafes  to  impofe  upon  the- mother  the  nc- 
eeflity  of  fuckling  him,  he  muft  perifli  the  vic- 
tim of  his  own  weaknefs,  or  a  prey  to  the  voraci- 
ty of  other  animals.  But  could  the  mother  be 
able  t*5fupi>(5ft*hei!fclf;»M  all  the  children  fhc 
might  produce  jj  and  provide  for  the  maintainancc 

and  defence*' 6f*'i.iacrcaflion  of  offspring,  if  flic 
*.  •'•••.•,*••••••. 

were  nofaffiJtoiUfi-wrJiiatemal  cares  ?  With- 
out  fuch  afliftance*,  a  mother's  condition  would 
be  of  all  others  the  moft  miferable ! 

In  denying  to  man  the  ftrength  and  agility  be- 
ftowed  on  other  creatures.  Nature  has  not  left 
him  Without  a. compenfation.  Ifheislefs  ftrong 
than,  the  Ucgcr  carniverous  animals,  he  has  tho 
rcfource  of  living  on  corn,  on  fruits,  and  on 

fifli: 
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£fh :  he  can  climb  to  the  top  of  a  tree,  to  pluck 
its  produce :  he  can  dive  to  the  bottom  of  a  rivers 
to  fcizt  the  inhabitants  of  the  waters. 

If  hi€  fmell  is  lefs  acute^  the  touch  is  the 
ienfe  better  adapted  to  his  ftature. 

If  he  is  naked,  he  can,  by  means  of  his  hands, 
formed  for  induftry,  conflxuft  huts,  and  make 
garments  which  he  can  put  on  and  off  at  plea-^- 
fure.  . 

Deprived  of  the  murderous  fengs,  and  hori- 
zontal Ipring  of  quadrupeds,  he  is  endowed  with 
the  power  of  ufing  an  inftrument  which  ferves 
him  at  once  for  a  fupporter,  and  for  a  weapon 
of  offence  and  defence  :  and  he  can  fling 
ftones,  to  wound  the  animal  which  flees  before 
him,  or  the  bird  which  wings  its  way  through 
the  air. 

But  the  earth,  unfortunately,  does  not  always 
produce  fruits:  the  animals,  which  he  might 
ieize  and  devour,  difperfe  and  become  fcarce ; 
while  his  occafion  for  nutriment  is  flill  the 
iai^xe:  how  fhall  he  appeafe  this  appetite  by 
which  he  is  inceffantly  aflailed  ? 

After  having  endured,  for  one  winter,  the  mi- 
£ery  of  living  on  the  bark  of  trees,  and  fome  few 
roots,  the  iufierings  of  men  teach  them  to  be 

b  2  pro- 


IV  PREFACE. 

provident.  One  man  colleds,  and  confine^^ 
the  leafl  favage  animals :  he  unites  them  in  a 
flocky  which  live  under  his  dominion,  fuftain 
him  with  their  milk  and  their  fle(h>  and  cloath 
him  with  their  fleeces  • 

Another,  who  has  not  yet  learnt  to  render  the 
earth  more  fruitful  by  cultivation,  applies  him- 
felf  to  gathering,  and  floring  up,  the  fruits  with 
which  he  is  prefented  by  nature. 

Yet  the  fliepherd,  who  believed  himfelf  Co 
wealthy  in  the  peaceable  animals  which  he  led 
to  pailure,  beholds  them  all  at  once  difperfed, 
deftroyed,  and  borne  away  by  the  pitilefs  hunters, 
who  have  fallen  upon  them. 

The  fruits,  which  the  farmer  had  coUefted 
and  preferved  with  fo  much  care,  are  difqpvered : 
and,  on  returning  to  his  cabin,  he  finds  there 
neither  riches  nor  hope  ! 

How  are  thefe  unexpedled  misfortunes  to  be 
remedied  ?  If  he  labours  to  obtain  new  fupplies 
from  the  earth,  can  he  be  afTured,  that  he  fhall 
not  again  experience  the  fame  lofs,  by  which 
he  is  now  afHifted  ?  X^s  jufl  fear  gives  another 
inflrudtive  leflbn  to  his  reafbn.  .He  cannot  at 
the  fame  time  go  out  to  gather  his  fruits,  and 
guard  thofe  which  he  has  already  coUedred :  he 

therefore 
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therefbit  afibciates  with  another  man^  who  has 
alio  gathered  a  little  Hon,  and  has  coniequently 
die  &me  danger  to  apprehend :  thefe  men  put 
their  treafures  together;  and  while  one  is  abroad 
gathering  fupplies  to  augment  the  ftore^  the 
other  is  at  home  to  proted  what  is  laid  up. 

In  the  evening  of  a  fine  day  one  of  thefe  af- 
ibciates,  whom  I  fhall  call  the  farmer,  returns 
to  his  hut ;  exhaufted  by  colledling,  and  bending 
under  the  weight  of  the  treafure  which  he  means 
to  depofit  in  the  fubterraneous  confervatory, 
dug  by  him  for  the  purpofe.  What  is  his  fur- 
prife,  when  he  fees  the  com  fcattered  on  the 
ground,  and  the  fruits  trampled  under  foot !  He 
advances,  and,  oh !  unhappy  man,  finds  all  is 
devaftation !  He  raifes  his  hands  to  heaven :  he 
looks  eagerly  for  the  protestor,  in  whom  he  had 
placed  his  confidence  :  he  accufes  him  of  trea- 
chery :  he  runs  and  calls  him :  he  returns :  he 
purfues  different  paths :  at  laft  he  fees  a  creature 
like  him,  lingering  in  mifery :  he  approaches, 
but  fcarcely  knows  the  fuflferer  from  his  ghaftly 
and  bleeding  vi£ige.  Oh !  fatal  cfftO:  of  pro* 
perty,  *which  has  already  armed  man  againfl  man, 
and  caufed  the  (bedding  of  human  blood !  Alas! 
it  will  one  day  lead  to  greater  evils ! 

b  3  The 
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The  heart  of  the  farmer,  fcarcely  yet  emerged 
from  a  favage  ftate,  is  ftruck,  by  this  (pelade, 
with  fcntimcnts  before  unknown :  he  feels  the 
impulfe  of  fenfibility!  The  wan  countenance 
of  his  companion;  the  pain  with  which  he 
moves,  and  his  appearance  of  fuflering,  troubles 
and  afFcfts  him  :  he  endeavours  to  learn  the 
cauie  of  the  misfortune  ;  he  fupports  him ;  he 
examines  his  wounds.  Ha  !  was  it  not  fbme 
ferocious  animal  that  fell  upon  him  ?  Why 
was  I  not  near  (he  exclaims)  to  defend  him  ? 

The  eloquence  of  figns  is  now  difplayed;  and 
that  firft  language  of  nature,  enriched  with  new 
exprefliori  under  the  impulfe  of  tender  con* 
cern.  By  what  gcfturcs  does  the  poor  fufFcrer 
defcribe  all  that  has  happened  I  how  pathetically 
rcprefent  the  entrance  of  hunters,  who  little  ex- 
pe£ted  to  find  a  mafler  in  the  cabin  he  was  left 
to  guard!  How  juftly  does  this  man,  who  as 
yet  knows  not  how  to  utter  any  founds  but  thoic 
of  joy  and  forrow,  exprefs  the  ardour  of  thefe 
plunderers  in  feizing  upon  the  newly  difcovered 
treafure ;  their  fhudders  of  extacy ;  the  union 
of  their  forces,  and  his  own  courageous  de- 
fence ! 

It  is  not  then  enough  to  t(c  proprietor  of  a 

a  flock. 
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a  fiocky  to  fecure  fubfiftcnce :  that  flock  muft 
be  defended  from  thofe  who  have  none.  It  is 
not  then  fufficient  to  fave  us  from  famine,  that 
we  make  the  earth  more  prolific,  and  treafure 
up  its  fruits ;  we  muft  guard  them  from  the  ap- 
proach of  thofe  who  would  devour  our  ftore,  as 
if  they  were  the  produce  of  their  own  labour : 
nor  is  the  arm  of  one,  or  of  two  men,  adequate 
to  their  defence.  How,  therefore,  (hall  we  re- 
pel thofe  daring  vagabonds,  who  are  accuflomed 
to  make  war  upon  the  mofl  ferocious  ani- 
mals? 

The  fhepherds  unite,  as  many  of  them  as  can: 
they  have  one  common  caufe;  and  defend  in 
concert  their  aflembled  flocks. 

The  farmers  raife  their  cabins  near  each 
other  :  they  render  the  entrance  more  difficult ; 
and  engage  to  repel,  by  common  accord,,  any 
ftranger^  who  fhall  dare  to  enter  their  dwell- 
ings. 

As  there  is  a  greater  analogy  between  the 
peaceable  life  of  the  fhepherd,  and  that  of  the 
farmer,  than  there  is  between  them  and  the 
finnter,  the  two  firfl,  afler  having  had  fome  con* 
tentions,  conciliate  their  interefls;  make  reci-r 
procal  Ikca&ccs^  for  the  prefervation  of  their 

b  4  pro- 
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property ;  and  foon  conclude  the  buiinefs,  by 
uniting  in  one  fociety. 

Thus  we  fee,  on  one  fide,  population  begin, 
and  increafe,  among  individuals,  united  in  one 
body,  and  fixed  on  one  plot  of  ground :  on  the 
other,  we  behold  that  part  of  the  human  race 
which  is  lefs  removed  from  a  ftatc  of  nature, 
diminifli,  and  become  impoverifhed,  when  forced 
to  remove  from  that  which  is  more  civilized. 

The  firft  of  thefe  muft  have  cabins  to  refidc 
in ;  while  for^fts  are  the  abode  of  the  other.  The 
firft  afcend  infenfibly  to  their  noble  origin ;  the 
other  are  fuperior  to  quadrupeds  in  nothing,  but 
the  advantage  of  their  ftature,  and  the  refources 
of  their  organization. 

With  that  part  of  mankind  who  fly  from  fo- 
ciety ;  and  with  thofe  troops  of  men,  whom  ha- 
bits, and  want  of  forefight  render  favagc,  no 
laws  are  neceffary,  becaufc  they  have  nothing  to 
lofe,  and  muft  fubfift  by  plunder :  ftrength  is 
their  right,  and  weakncfs  their  wrong :  what- 
ever nature  produces  belongs  to  the  favage ;  the 
earth  and  the  waters  are  for  him :  but  the  man, 
who  is  obliged  to  fow  before  he  can  reap,  wiH 
fow  no  more,  if  he  cannot  hope  for  a  harveft  : 
and  he,  who  feeds  a  flock,  or  herd,  will  lead 

them 
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a  flock,  to  fecure  fubiiilence :  that  flock  muft 
be  defended  from  thofe  who  have  none.  It  is 
not  then  fufficient  to  fave  us  from  famine,  that 
we  make  the  earth  more  prdllfic,  and  treafure 
VLp  its  fruits ;  we  muft  guard  them  fix)m  the  ap- 
proach of  thofe  who  would  devour  our  ftore,  as 
if  they  were  the  produce  of  their  own  labour : 
nor  is  the  arm  of  one,  or  of  two  men,  adequate 
to  their  defence.  How,  therefore,  (hall  we  re- 
pel thofe  daring  vagabonds,  who  are  accuilomed 
to  make  war  upon  the  moft  ferocious  ani-* 
mals? 

The  fhepherds  unite,  as  many  of  them  as  can : 
they  have  one  common  caufe;  and  defend  in 
concert  their  afTembled  flocks. 

The  farmers  raife  their  cabins  near  each 
ether  :  they  render  the  entrance  more  difficult  j 
and  engage  to  repel,  by  common  accord,,  any 
ftrangef^  who  fhall  dare  to  enter  their  dwell- 
ings. 

As  there  is  a  greater  analogy  between  the 
peaceable  life  of  the  fhepherd,  and  that  of  the 
farmer^  than  there  is  between  them  and  the 
hunter,  the  two  firfl,  after  having  had  fome  con- 
tentions, .conciliate  their  interefts;  make  reci- 
prodd  Edifices,  for  the  prefervation  of  their 

b  4  pro- 
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•'  their  feeble  youth ;  and  when  they  grow  to 
«'  maturity,  their  fruits  (hall  be  for  my  nfe." 
This  man  does  no  injury  to  the  common  pro- 
perty :  nay,  fo  far  from  being  an  ufiirper,  he 
renders  his  fubfiftence  lefs  burdcnfome  to  fo- 
ciety :  and  all  that  is  produced  by  his  labour,  is 
fomuch  given  by  him  towards  the  conmion 
ftock,  out  of  which  all  living  creatures  are  to  be 
iuftained. 

Reafon  therefore  compels  us  to  acknowledge 
this  great  truth ;  that  though  the  earth  belongs 
in  general  to  all  who  breathe,  he  who  renders 
any  portion  of  it  more  fertile,  has  an  cxclufive 
right  to  the  fruits  of  that  portion,  becaufe  the 
profits  accruing  from  his  labour  belong  only  to 
him;  and  becaufe  the  land,  which  he  has 
appropriated  to  himfelf,  is  not  only  not  purloin- 
ed from  fociety,  but  the  abundant  produce 
which  it  owes  to.his  care,  is  a  gift  which  fociety 
receives  from  him. 

The  firft  offence  therefore  was  troubling  the 
h]ij(bandman  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  field  which 
he  had  reclaimed :  and  there  was  an  indiipenfi- 
ble  necellity  for  putting  a  flop  to  this  outrage, 
as  a  violation  of  the  focial  union,  and  deftrudtive 
of  all  the  views  of  labour  and  induiby. 

This 
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This  firft  ofience  condufts  us  to  the  firft  ge-* 
neral  law* 

If  the  gifts  of  nature  have  been  trebled  by 
human  induftry;  if  the  moft  ancient  focial  con- 
ventions have  guaranteed  to  man  his  property, 
one  grand  point  is  gained^ — that  of  preventing 
famine.  But  what  a  multitude  of  occaiions 
ipring  out  of  this  fecurity ! 

The  focial  man  beholds  himfelf  furrounded 
with  gratifications  and  delights,  to  which,  in  a 
wandering  flate,  he  was  infenfible,  and  which 
feem  wholly  attached  to  a  fedcntary  life. 

While  he  now  repofes  at  his  eafe  upon  the 
half-raifed  flack  of  corn ;  or,  extended  on  the 
gTzffy  hillock,  follows  with  his  eye  his  flocks 
wandering  over  the  green  paflure,  he  feems 
transformed  by  fome  infenfible  revolution  into  a 
new  being :  his  fenfes  unfold  themfelves,  and 
acquire  perfedtion :  he  liflens  with  delight,  till 
then  unknown,  to  the  finging  of  the  birds :  his 
ear  is  caught  by  the  murmur  of  the  fountain : 
the  bright  colours  of  the  flowers  charm  his  eye, 
and  he  finds  ftill  greater  pleafure  in  breathing 
the  odours-  they  diffufe. 

That  creature,  like  himfelf,  who  poflefTes  lefs 
flrength,  but  is  more  abundantly  adorned  by  the 

graces; 
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graces  -,  who  flies,  without  being  afraid  of  him 
fhe  feems  to  (hun,  ^and  abfents  hcrfelf  only  to 
be  fought ;  fhe,  whom  nature  has  formed  pre- 
eminently amiable,  even  (he  had  not  always  the 
power  of  attracting  his  reggutls :  but  now,  when 
not  under  the  influence  of  paflion,  his  heart  ftill 
pines  for  her  fociety ;  and  his  eyes,  expreflivc 
of  tender  folicitude,  yet  feek  her,  when  (he  is 
away. 

If  he  beholds  her  from  afer,  he  flie/  to  her 
no  more  with  a  kind  of  fury ;  he  approaches  her 
with  gentle  fteps ;  feems  deflrous  of  infpiring 
her  with  confidence,  and  takes  delight  in  gazing 
upon  her.  He  fears  her  departure ;  he  enchains 
her  with  his  arms,  and  thus  guides  her  fteps  to- 
wards his  cabin,  which  he  (hews,  and  offers  her 
the  riches  it  contains^   Oh  love  !  all  is  thy  pro- 

0 

perty ;  all  belongs  to   thee :    and  what   thou 
leaveft  with  us  is  thy  gift. 

Has  not  man  now  all  that  he  can  defire?  Can 
there  ftill  be  any  thing  wanting  to  his  happinefs  ? 
Since  he  has  a  fweet  companion  to  fuftain,  his 
labour  will  be  no  longer  painfiil.  When  win- 
ter wraps  the  heavens  in  a  gloomy  veil ;  when 
the  winds  have  difperfed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
air,  and  changed  their  fong  into  a  (hort  com- 
plainings 
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pluning  chirp ;  when  nothing  is  heard  but  the 
Ueak  bowlings  of  the  wind,  and  the  noife  of  the 
Agitated  trees ;  when  nature  ^prefents  no  objed 
to  the  view  but  one  vaft  fheet  of  fnow,  and  ri- 
vers petrified  by  froft,  man  will  be  no  more 
alone  j  and  he  will  wait  without  wearinefs  for 
the  return  of  fpring. 

But  what  new  enemy  is  that  I  behold  feizing 
upon  this  in&nt  fociety  ?  He  is  preceded  by 
iufpicion  and  fullen  cares ;  difcord  and  fiuy  are 
his  companions,  and  death  itfelf  is  in  his  train. 
.  By  thefe  frightful  attendants  I  know  him  to 
be  Jeakmfy.  Alas !  does  then  the  path  which 
leads  to  happinefs,  condudt  us  alfo  to  the  dark 
den  of  chagrin  and  guilt  ?  While  man  had  no 
habitation  but  the  fbreil,  and  while  he  fubfifted 
only  on  the  wild  fruits  it  afforded  him,  his  en- 
joyments were  as  innocent  as  they  were  tranfi- 
toiy :  but  when  a  fentiment,  more  tender,, 
more  exquiiite,  forms  a  bond  of  attachment,  and 
places  the  woman  under  his  proteiflion :  when 
he  engages  to  provide  for  her ;  to  defend  her ; 
to  fhare  vnth  her  in  all  her  maternal  folicitudes, 
ihe  becomes  his  right,  his  property  ;  and  fhe 
ought  to  be  held  iacre4  by  the  ilranger^  who 
has  no  pretenfions  to  her. 

Thus 
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Thus  are  two  new  properties  created  for 
the  focial  man  :  and  thefe  give  rife  to  two 
crimes  unknown  among  lavages — ^theft  and 
adultery. 

From  thefe  two  crimes  proceeded^  the  two 
firft  prohibitory  laws ;  which,  after  being  cfta- 
blifhed  by  force,  were  ratified  by  reafon :  the 
cflfedt  of  them  has  been  to  encourage  the  reclaim- 
ing of  land,  augment  population,  and  improve,  by 
degrees,  the  appearance  of  the  earth ;  which,  in- 
ftead  of  thofe  thick  forefts  which  once  fhrouded 
the  furface,  and  confined  the  obnoxious  damps, 
now  prcfents  a  gay  and  airy  profpcd  to  the 
view. 

The  favage,  upon  quitting  his  woods,  difco-- 
vers  the  fertile  plains  fcattered  over  by  happy  in- 
habitants. The  new  fpedable  firft  excites  his 
curiofity,  and  then  his  defire:  but  the  riches  dif- 
played  before  his  eyes,  are,  to  his  iamifhed  palate, 
like  the  limpid  water  which  touched  the  lips  of 
Tantalus.  If  he  dares  advance  his  daring  hand 
towards  them,  he  is  menaced,  and  purfued  by  an 
armed  band,  before  whom  he  is  fenfible  of  no* 
thing  but  his  own  weaknefs. 

Plunged  again  into  his  gloomy  retreats,  he  re^ 
lates  to  his  favage  companions  the  wonders  he 

has 
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has  &cn,  and  they  draw  to  the  confixies  of  their 
foreft  to  coavince  themfelves  of  the  truth  of  hi3 
relation. 

Thefe  lavages  then  proceed,  in  finall  numbers, 
a  little  further,  but  fly  upon  the  firft  alarm : 
they  dare  not  as  yet  over  leap  the  hedges  and 
the  dykes :  they  content  themfelves  vsrith  obfenr- 
ing  them :  but  famine  fooa  renders  them  more 
bold;  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs, 
they  ieize  and  bear  off',  in  the  night,,  what  the 
day  had  difcovered  to  them. 

Thefe  nodnrnal  ravages  fpread  alarm  through 
the  ibciety.  The  common  danger  holds  the 
careful  guanfians  of  their  property,  for  a  long 
time,  under  arms :  but  at  lail  they  determine, 
inflead  of  this  defenfl ve  war,  to  chafe  and  de- 
fboy  the  enemies  of  their  repofe:  and  they  make 
no  diitindion  between  the  favage  and  bloody 
men  who  lay  wafle  their  fields;  and  the  wolves 
which  devour  their  flocks. 

From  hence  begins  the  chain  of  hijman  ca-- 
lamities:  that  frightful  chain  which  foon  extends 
itfelf  to  either  extremity  of  the  globe ! 

From  hence  originate  murderous  wars :  from 
hence  thofe  unrelenting  chiefs,  who  foon  become 
unwilling  tojay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  the 

peaceful 
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peaceful  employment  of  agrciulture.  This  is  the 
period  which  gives  rife  to  oppreffion ;  to  flavery ; 
to  contempt  for  a  rural  life;  and  to  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  forts,  and  cities. 

The  warrior  now  ftudies  to  improve  his  in- 
itruments  of  deftru£tiony  and  to  invent  new 
means  of  giving  death :  and  the  infatiable  rage  of 
conqueil  is  preparing  to  extend  injuftice  and  for- 
row  over  the  face  of  the  earth :  while  difcord,  at 
the  fame  moment,  takes  her  abode  among  men, 
and  prepares  to  make  their  blood  her  beverage. 

What  will  now  become  of  the  two  iirfl: 
laws ;  fo  fimple,  and  yet  perhaps  fufficient  for 
mankind,  if  they  had  all  been  civilized  at  once  ? 
They  will  be  cruflied  down  by  ungovernable 
pride  !  But  a  day  will  come  when  this  imperious 
power  fhall  be  herfelf  obliged  to  revive,  to  call 
them  into  efFedt;  and  to  make  them  the  defence 
of  her  throne.  She  muft  alfo  create  other  laws 
which  fhall  influence  the  fate  of  nations;  and  on 
their  excellence  will  depend  the  fhtbility  of  the 
empire. 

It  was  to  the  excellence  of  her  laws  that  Egypt 
owed  her  long  and  commanding  fuperiority. 

It  v^s  this  excellence  which  overturned 
thrones,  fupport^d  by  injuflice  and  tyranny,  and 

fub^ 
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iubjugated  to  finall   republics   thofe  immenfe 
countries  enlightened  by  the  magi. 

It  was  from  this  fame  caufe  that  Rome,  con- 
temptible in  her  origin,  as  an  acorn  which  the 
paflenger  tramples  under  his  feet,  became,  at 
the  end  of  a  century,  like  fome  vafl  oak,  im^ 
moveable  by  human  force,  which  throws  its 
deep  roots  around,  devours  the  fubftance  of  all 
by  which  it  is  encircled,  and  at  laft  overfhadows 
the  univerfe* 

By  referring  to  this  iirft  caufe,  we  ceafe  to  be 
furprized  at  the  weaknefs  and  the  depopulation 
of  that  immenfe  kingdom^  which  is  nothing  but 
the  treafury  of  Europe. 

We  difcover,  through  the  fame  means,  the  rea- 
fon  of  that  defenfive  force  which  fecures  the  li- 
berty of  a  people,  whofe  alliance  is  fought  by 
every  power,  though  they  pofTcfs  nothing  but 
their  courage  and  their  virtue. 

Such  is  the  idea  which  I  have  formed  of  the 
origin  of  fociety.  Perhaps  it  is  chimerical;  but 
it  conduds  us  at  leafl  to  a  conclufion  more  cer- 
tain than  that  which  burfls  upon  us,  in  all  the 
iplendour  of  eloquence,  from  the  imagination  of 
the  philofopher  of  Geneva. 

The  uncertainty  we  are  under,  with  relped 

c  to 
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to  the  origin  of  civilization,  extends  tb  difc  firft 
form  of  government  adopted  by  men.  To  haVt 
chofen  one,  which  wonld  prcferve  to  crcry  indi- 
vidual the  rights  of  nature,  would  have  requitt)d 
the  rnoft  confummate  knowledge.  Men  «t  ihA 
period  had  fenfes,  but  they  fcarcely  had  any 
ideas :  they  were  not  confcious  of  the  di^fnkjr  ctf 
their  nafturc :  and^  proud  in  vidtory,  as  huA^)lr 
under  defeats,  tliey  knew  only  to  conmiftnd  dr 
obey*  Strength,  and  valour,,  ftill  continued^ 
have  the  beft  right  to  their  confidence:;  «id  *hc 
man  who  taught  them  how  to  trkrmph  mtr  a 
ifeijghbouring  horde,  by  whohn  riiey  had  btch 
attacked  and  worfled,  could  find  littk  diffscidtjr 
in  indtidng  them'to  foflow  wherever  He  led  the 
way;  or,  however  mean  bis  (hare  of  eloquence^ 
ki  perfuading  them  to  adopt  all  the  laws  pf=c- 
fcribed  by  him,  for  prcfcrving  their  property,  or 
tepreffing  injullice- 

They  removed  their  camps,  and  condod^ 
their  families,  according  to  the  will  of  Xlri* 
eliief;  'they  fixt  their  refidenee  in  ihe  pkcw 
marked  out  by  him;  and,  as  he  then  gave  them 
no  advice  which  was  not  conformable  to  the  ^ 
neral  welfare,  tEe  multitude  became  Accuftotn^ 

ed 
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td  to  obey,  whik  he  contracted  a  habit  of  com- 
Blind. 

iiis  advice  ibon  became  orders,  and  xeiHlaQce 
to  his  will  appeared  a  crime. 

The  firft  ptmUhment  infilled  on  a  criminal, 
«rt$  the  being  ^pdllcd  from  the  horde  to  whiich 
he  bebnged,  and  condemned  to  lead  a  wandering 
asid  £dktsry  hfe,  exposed  continually  to  the  dan^ 
ger  of  being  treated  aa  an  enemy,  by  thofe  who 
Aottld  iciire  upon  him  in  hia  «dled  and  fugi- 
tive ttaSe* 

Ab  iShe  abnft  of  power  is  infeparahle  £t)m  the 
«xercife  of  abfolnte  avthorky,  the  peoj^  grow 
weary  of  a  yoke  which  bears  too  heavily  upon 
diem:  difguftedat  ibeinjufticepnidiied  by  their 
chkf,  they  determine  on  tmanimous  reiiil:- 
ance;  and  it  ia  a^'eed  to  divide,  among  thofe 
who  have  moft  experience,  the  power  whidi 
had  been  concentred  in  one  iingle  indivi- 
4iQal. 

Thus  civilization  commences  by  creating  def- 
potifm;  deipotiim  gives  hirth  to  ariftocracy^ 
and  ariftocracy  ibon  generates  democracy. 

If,  at  diis  period,  human  reafcm  had  attained 
all  tbe  per&dtkm  which  it  acquires  fiom  eacpe^ 
sioaoe,  it  k  probahb  that  men  would  have  con- 

c  2  tinuad 
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tinucd  under  the  democratic  form  of  government: 
but  it  is  that  in  which,  more  than  in  any  other, 
there  is  occafion  for  the  cleareft  juftice,  the  moft 
univerial  virtue,  and  the  moft  perfedt  knowledge 
of  all  the  refpedtive  rights  and  duties  offociety: 
and  how  could  that  univerfal  harmony,  that  agree- 
ment of  opinions  in  public  afiairs,  have  been  efta- 
blifhed,  and  prefefved,  amidft  ungovernable  paf- 
lions  and  exceffive  ignorance^? 

The  new  formed  fociety,  turning  in  a  vicious 
circle,  falls  again  under  the  dominion  of  defpo- 
tifm :  fometimes  hurried  along  by  the  afcenden- 
cy  of  courage,  fometimes  led  aftray  by  the  illu- 
fions  of  error  and  fanaticifm. 

The  firft  ufeful  difcovery  renders  its  author 
the  objedt  of  homage  to  the  multitude ;  and  as 
they  are  not  able  to  do  what  he  has  done,  they 
are  difpofcd  to  believe  him  of  a  fuperior  nature. 
If  he  is  capable  of  taking  advantage  of  this  blind 
admiration,  he  foon  eredls  upon  it  an  empire  ' 
more  firm  than  that  eftabliflied  by  valour.  Re- 
ligious ideas  are  mingled  with  the  refpe<a  that 
is  entertained  for  him :  he  is  approached  with 
trembling ;  and  the  populace  believe  him  con- 
ncdcd  with  the  celeftial  powers :  to  offend  him 
would  be,,  they  think,  to  offend  heaven  itfelf|(: 

and 
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ly  making  offerings  to  him,  they  hope  to  ren- 
der the  deity  propitious  :  and  they  confult  him 
when  thrtotened  by  any  danger. 

The  contemplative  life  of  this  perfon,  and 
his  long  experience,  neceffarily  furnifh  him  with 
knowledge  which  other  men  do  not  pofTefs: 
and  thus  is  the  caufe  of  that  veneration  which  is 
felt  for  him  perpetuated. 

On  his  prefervation  feems  to  depend  the  de- 
ftiny  of  thofe  who  have  voluntarily  fubmitted 
themfdves  to  his  laws ;  and  the  fate  of  thofe 
jftates,  of  which  fuch  importers  have  been  the 
firft  legiflators,  refts  upon  the  degree  of  judg- 
ment, virtue,  and  equity,  poilefled  by  its  com- 
manding lawgiver. 

It  is  thefe  pretenders  who  hav«  diffeminated 
error  and  fuperftition  on  the  earth  ;  and  unhap- 
pily they  have  taken  root  fo  deeply  there,  that 
men  are  ftill  ftrongly  attached  to  them,  and  pu- 
mfli  with  death  all  thofe  who  dare  to  explain 
that  tbey  have  been  mifled  *. 

When  we  confider  that  man,  by  a  privilege 
peculiar  to  his  fpecies,  is  capable  of  inhabiting 

*  In  a  fecond  difcourfe  {Lys  M.  de  la  Croix)  1  offered  on  this 
fubjefl,  ideas  fo  different  from  thofe  which  at  preftnt  prevail,  that 
I  /hall  not  venture  to  publifli  them. 

c  3  every 
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cvtry  part  of  the  globe:  dut  he  can  exift  eqdd* 
ly  under  the  torrid  and  the  frigid  zone;  v« 
muft  be  feniible  that,  as  the  mHtnal  intorefts 
and  occafions  of  men  have  ever  been  die  chief 
caufes  of  their  aflbciaCing,  fockties  have  Iboi 
variouffy  modelled,  accnding  as  thele  iatercfts 
and  occafions  varied*  Thus  we  find  in  places 
where  the  earth,  bound  up  in  almoft  CDn« 
finual  fix)ft,  offers  no  means  of  fubfiftence  to 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  upon 
it,  and  where  they  muft  confequently  have  re- 
courfe  to  filhing  for  their  fupport,  focKties  are 
formed  upon  the  borders  of  the  iea ;  and  that 
there  are  few  laws,  exifling  in  thefe  mifeiable 
countries,  befide  thofe  which  direct  the  equally 
apportioning  the  provifion  obtained  from  that 
element,  among  thofe  who  have  fhared  in  com- 
mon the  toil  and  the  danger  of  obtaining  it. 

In  thofe  vaft  regions,  which  die  £m  almoft 
continually  illuminates  and  warms  with  his  pre** 
fence,  men  have  remained  much  longer  -inde- 
pendent than  in  countries  where  his  abfence, 
and  return,  produce  fuch  changes  in  the  face 
of  nature. 

The  great  variations  produced  by  the  change 
of  fcafons  in  temperate  climates,  have  Jed  men 

much 
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macK  «9];^cr  ta  refledion,  and  ;icci(leR|ted  t};^ 
^ittentjon  to  the  future.  The  winter  has  proved 
to  them  a  time  for  meditation;  the  fpxing  a 
ijea^n  of  e:3|:pe<Slatk)n  ;  the  fum^ixier  of  e^jpy- 
|]|^oat;  and  die  autunui  of  labour. 

]^ve&  the  laws  of  nature  muft  y^  accoi^ding  to 
circumftances :  they  could  not  be  the  fame  wttt 
the  Hottentots  and  the  Efquimavix*  That  which 
woM)d  have  ^eea  a  mofl:  atrocious  crime  anu)ng  a 
people  who  lived  by  agricultare,  m^ht  appear 
only  9,  nati^'al  ad  to  thofe  who  fMb^fted  hy  the 
chace,  and  had  no  xn^ns  of  keeping  men  in 
flavcry* 

A^  ^e  %ft  conventk>r>8  were  produced  by 
t^  occ^lioBSy  the  refources^  and  the  powers  of 
ii>eii,  we  may  pr4;>bably  in4  in  the  iame  occa- 
^n(,  in  ^  fame  powers^  the  origin  of  govern- 
cn^t$,  Thu6i,  for  example,  the  Q\an  who  had 
^)fi  afcendency  of  ftrength  apd  of  uiduftry  ovqr 
his  fqmale  (companion  and  his  childr^iij  b^gan 
by  bfing  ^e  foverdgn  of  his  jfamily  i  and  as  his 
children  grew  and  acquired  ftrength^  the  power 
of  die  £ither  increafed  proportipnably.  He  be^ 
came  able,  through  their  ii^eans,  erf  mider^king 
boI4er  enterprises ;  his  pp0effions  were  e^larg- 
cd;  ^  he  f^iiind  himfelf  in  ^  c9Q4ition  to  give 

c  4  laws 
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laws  to  the  man  who  had  nothing  to  oppofe  but 
his  own  finglc  force  and  courage :  and  this  wa? 
perhaps  the  origin  of  monarchy. 

Other  chiefs  of  femilies,  after  having  been 
engaged  in  war,  agreed  to  unite ;  to  lend  mu* 
tual  fuccour  to  each  other ;  to  aflift  in  providing 
for  each  other's  wants ;  to  watch  over  the 
young  men ;  to  reftrain  them ;  and  to  inftruft 
them  by  their  counfel :  and  thus  was  ariftocra- 
cy  produced. 

After  the  death  of  fome  of  thefe  chiefs,  the 
young  men,  arrived  at  an  age  capable  of  con- 
ducing themfelves  by  their  own  reafon,  and 
of  defending  themfelves  by  their  own  ftrength, 
grew  weary  of  obeying  the  old  men,  who  had 
no  longer  over  them  the  fame  natural  authori- 
ty :  the  confequence  was,  a  league  formed  by 
the  young  people  againft  their  elders,  and  their 
refolving  to  fubmit  only  to  the  general  will. 
From  this  refolution  democracy  proceeded. 

By  diving  i^i  this  manner  into  remote  antiqui- 
ty, we  (nay  meet  with  different  fyftems  all  con-, 
/iftent  with  reafon:  but  we  (hall  every  where 
difcover,  that  the  various  combinations  which 
form  a  fyftem  of  government  exift  only  in 
temperate  climates,  and  are  wholly  unknown 

among 
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among  people  on  whom  nature  has  impofed  one 
regular  mode  of  life.  Such  men  require  no  other 
chief  tlian  a  leader  to  condud:  their  enterprizes : 
and  when  the  bufinefs  is  over,  all  are  again 
equal,  and  return  to  their  refpeftive  cabins ;  un-* 
til  the  purfuit  of  fome  new  conqueft,  or  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  repelling  fome  threatened  danger,  calls 
them  again  into  adlion.  For  this  reafcn  all  the 
ideas  of  thefc  people  are  fimple  and  con  traded. 

One  nation  fuppofes  the  fupreme  power  re- 
iiding  in  heaven ;  and  that  the  lightning  and  the 
thunder  declare  his  prefence:  but  if  the  earth 
trembks,  and  they  behold  all  at  once  a  vaft  chafm 
open  before  their  eyes,  they  conclude  that  there 
dwells  another  power  concealed  in  the  abyfs,  who 
is  capable  of  deftroying  the  dwellings  of  men. 
Some  again  acknowledge  no  fupreme  power  but 
him  who  unchains  the  winds ;  who  drives  the 
tempeft  with  his  breath,  and  agitates  the  floods. 

There,  religious  worfhip  is  confined  to  fall- 
ing proftrate  before  the  cloud,  from  whence 
burfts  the  thunder ;  or  raifing  the  hands  be- 
fore the  refplendent  fun.  Here,  nature  wears 
fo  horrid  an  afpeft  as  never  to  call  forth  fen- 
timents  of  gratitude  in  the  human  heart :  a 
kind  of  ftupid  terror  prevents  men  from  even 
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to  the  origin  of  civilization,  extends  tb  At  fir<l: 
form  of  government  adopted  by  men.  To  hzV^ 
cliofen  one,  whkh  would  preferve  to  crery  indi* 
vidual  the  rights  of  nature,  would  have  requifMi 
the  liirtft  confummate  knowledge.  Men^^^hift 
period  had  fenfes,  but  they  Scarcely  had  afiy 
ideas :  they  were  not  confcioiw  of  the  d^^ikjr  ctf 
their  nature:  and,,  proud  m  viAory,  as  huAibfe 
under  defeats,  they  knew  only  to  conmiaiid  dr 
obey*  Strength,  and  valour,  fliU  contintied '4o 
have  the  bcft  right  to  their  confidence;;  «5nd  *hc 
tnan  who  taught  them  how  to  triumph  ^^per  a 
keijghbouring  horde,  by  wl)ioin  diey  had  Isibch 
attacked  and  woriled,  could  find  little  ^fficiiky 
in  indtcing  them  ^to  fellow  wherever  he  kd'the 
way ;  or,  howe*«r  mean  his  (hare  of  eloquence^ 
in  perfuading  them  to  adopt  aU  the  laws  prt- 
fcribed  by  him,  for  preserving  their  property,  or 
repreffing  injuftice. 

They  removed  their  camps,  and  condoled 
iheir  families,  according  to  the  will  of  tbfe 
cfhfef;  'they  fixt  flicir  refidence  in  -the  places 
marked  out  by  him;  and,  as  he  then  gave  th(^n 
no  advice  which  vras  not  conformable  to  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  t^  multitude  became  uccuftotn- 

cd 
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cd  to  obey^  vhjk  he  cx)ntiu6teda  habit  of  com- 
fund. 

iiis  advice  ibon  became  orders,  aQdi^iHlaDce 
to  im  win  appeared  a  crtitte. 

The  £rft  pmiilfament  infiided  on  a  criminai, 
«ra»  the  betfsigaepdUcd  from  the  horde  to  wBch 
]»  beksnged*  aod  condemiied  ^  lead  a  wandering 
acid  &ktny  hk^  expo&d  continualljr  to  date  dan^ 
ger  of  being  treated  ai  aft  ^nemy,  by  &ofe  mtbo 
Amid  &ire  upon  Mn  in  hii  exiled  and  fugi- 
tive &tte. 

Aatke  tbuft  of  power  is  infeparahle  irora  the 
4Xfiroife  of  abiolttle  asthorityt  the  people  grow 
weary  of  a  yoke  which  bears  too  heavily  xspon 
diem:  di%iiftod at  l^einjuftice pradifed  by  their 
cfaie^  -they  determine  on  unanimous  refiil>- 
^nee;  and  it  is  ag^reed  to  divide,  among  ^loie 
who  have  moft  experiencet  the  power  whidi 
had  been  concentred  in  one  iingle  indivi* 
4kial. 

Thus  civilization  commences  by  creating  de^ 
potifixi;;  deipotifin  gives  birth  to  ariftocracyj 
and  ariAocracy  ifoon  generates  democracy. 

{f»  at  diis  period,  human  reafon  had  attained 
all  tbe  perfection  which  itacquires  6om  espe^ 
sifiioe,  k  is  pn^xdib  that  men  would  have  ocm- 

c  2  tinuad 


-^. 


XX  PREFACE. 

tinued  under  the  democratic  form  of  government: 
but  it  is  that  in  which,  more  than  in  any  other, 
there  is  occafion  for  the  cleared  juftice,  the  mofl 
univerfal  virtue,  and  the  moft  perfedt  knowledge 
of  all  the  refpedlive  rights  and  duties  of  fociety : 
and  how  could  that  univerlal  harmony,  that  agree- 
ment of  opinions  in  public  affairs,  have  been  efta- 
bliflied,  and  prefefved,  amidft  ungovernable  paf- 
fions  and  exceffive  ignorance? 

The  new  formed  fociety,  turning  in  a  vicious 
circle,  falls  again  under  the  dominion  of  dcfpo- 
tifm :  fometimes  hurried  along  by  the  afcenden  - 
cy  of  courage,  fometimes  led  aftray  by  the  illu- 
lions  of  error  and  fanaticifm. 

The  firft  ufeful  difcovefy  renders  its  author 
the  objedl  of  homage  to  the  muhitude ;  and  as 
they  are  not  able  to  do  what  he  has  done,  they 
are  difpofed  to  believe  him  of  a  fuperior  nature. 
If  he  is  capable  of  taking  advantage  of  this  blind 
admiration,  he  foon  eredts  upon  it  an  empire  ' 
more  firm  than  that  efhbliihed  by  valour.  Re- 
ligious ideas  are  mingled  with  the  refpe<9:  that 
is  entertained  for  him :  he  is  approached  with 
trembling ;  and  the  populace  believe  him  con- 
nc(9:ed  with  the  celeftial  powers :  to  offend  him 
would  be>  they  think,  to  <)ffend  heaven  itfelf^: 

and 
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fey  making  ofFcrings  to  him,  they  hope  to  ren- 
der the  deity  propitious  :  and  they  confult  him 
when  thu^atened  by  any  danger. 

The  contemplative  life  of  this  perfon,  and 
his  k>ng  experience,  neceflarily  furnifh  him  with 
knowledge  which  other  men  do  not  poflefs: 
and  thus  is  the  canfe  of  that  veneration  which  is 
felt  for  him  perpetuated. 

On  his  prefervation  fcems  to  depend  the  de- 
ftiny  of  thofe  who  have  voluntarily  fubmitted 
themfdves  to  his  laws ;  and  the  fate  of  thofe 
ilates,  of  which  fuch  impoftors  have  been  the 
firft  legiflators,  refts  upon  the  degree  of  judg- 
ment, virtue,  and  equity,  poiTeflbd  by  its  com- 
manding lawgiver. 

It  is  thefe  pretenders  who  hav^  difleminated 
error  and  fuperftition  on  the  earth  ;  and  unhap- 
pily they  have  taken  root  fo  deeply  there,  that 
men  are  ftill  ftrongly  attached  to  them,  and  pu- 
nifli  with  death  all  thofe  who  dare  to  explain 
that  they  have  been  mifled  *. 

When  we  confider  that  man,  by  a  privilege 
peculiar  to  his  fpecies,  is  capable  of  inhabiting 

*  In  a  fecond  difcourfe  (Lys  M.  de  la  Croix)  1  offered  on  this 
fubjcft,  ideas  fo  different  from  thofe  which  at  preftnt  prevail,  that 
I  Aall  jiot  venture  to  publiih  them. 
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ettry  part  of  the  globe:  ^t  he  can  exift  eqittl* 
ly  under  the  torrid  and  the  frigid  zone;  wm. 
muft  be  fenfible  diat,  as  the  mtttnal  ktorefts 
and  occafions  of  men  have  ever  been  the  chief 
caufes  of  their  aflbciafing»  fockties  faavie  kMi 
i^riottfly  modelled^  according  as  thefe  interefts 
and  occafions  varied.  Thus  we  find  in  places 
where  the  earth,  bound  up  in  alnaoft  con* 
tinual  froft,  offers  no  means  of  fubfiftence  to 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born  upcm 
it,  and  where  they  muft  confequently  have  re- 
courfe  to  fifhing  for  their  fiipport,  focieties  are 
formed  upon  the  borders  of  the  fea ;  and  that 
tl^re  are  few  laws,  exifling  in  thefe  miferable 
countries,  befide  thofe  which  direft  the  equally 
apportioning  the  provifion  obtained  from  that 
dement,  among  thofe  who  have  fhared  in  com-* 
mon  the  toil  and  the  danger  of  obtaining  it. 

In  thofe  vaft  regions,  which  the  iim  almoft 
continually  illuminates  and  warms  with  his  pre-* 
fence,  men  have  remained  much  longer  «inde^ 
pendent  than  in  countries  where  his  abfence, 
and  return,  produce  fuch  changes  in  the  face 
of  nature. 

The  great  variations  produced  by  the  change 
of  feafons  in  temperate  clinutes,  have  led  men 

much 
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macK  ^n^op  ta  reflc^iont  and  aco^lecsited  t];^ 
Idtleat^  to  the  future.  The  vinter  has  proved 
to  them  a  time  for  medkation;  the  fpring  a 
ijea^n  of  expe£iatk)n  ;  the  fiui^Qer  of  e^jpy- 
i^mt  i  and  die  autumn  of  labour. 

l^vea  the  laws  of  natupre  muft  y^ry  accoi^diiig  to 
cixcumAances :  they  could  not  be  the  fanie  witb 
the  Hottentots  and  the  Efquimavix*  That  which 
would  have  been  a  mod:  atrocious  crime  among  a 
people  who  lived  by  agricultare,  m^ht  appear 
only  s^  natural  ad  to  thofe  who  fMb^fted  1?y  the 
chace,  and  had  no  tn^ns  of  keeping  men  in 
flavery. 

As  the  %ft  conventK>(>8  were  produced  by 
the  oc€»&(MSf  the  refources^  and  the  powers  qf 
meiif  we  may  pr4:>bably  £ndj  in  the  iame  occa* 
iK)ns,  in  the  fame  powers;  the  origin  of  govern- 
cn^ts^  ThuSj  for  example,  the  Q\an  who  had 
thie  afeendency  of  ftrength  and  of  induftry  ovqr 
his  %nale  companion  and  }us  childr^Hj  b^gan 
by  being  ^e  ibv^dgn  of  his  jfamily  i  and  as  his 
children  grew  and  acquired  ftrength^  the  power 
of  the  £ither  iacreafed  proportipnably.  He  be^ 
came  able,  through  their  in^ans,  erf  undertaking 
bolder  enterprises ;  his  po0effions  were  enlarg- 
ed i  aod  he  found  himfelf  in  ^  coQ4ition  to  give 
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laws  to  the  man  who  had  nothing  to  oppofe  but 
his  own  fingle  force  and  courage :  and  this  wa* 
perhaps  the  origin  of  monarchy. 

Other  chiefs  of  femilies,  after  having  been 
engaged  in  war,  agreed  to  unite;  to  lend  mu-^ 
tual  fuccour  to  each  other ;  to  aflift  in  providing 
for  each  other's  wants ;  to  watch  over  the 
young  men ;  to  reftrain  them ;  and  to  inftmft 
them  by  their  counfel :  and  thus  was  ariftocra- 
cy  produced. 

After  the  death  of  fome  of  thefe  chiefs,  the 
young  men,  arrived  at  an  age  capable  of  con- 
ducing themfelves  by  their  own  reafon,  and 
of  defending  themfelves  by  their  oWn  ftrength, 
grew  weary  of  obeying  the  old  men,  who  had 
no  longer  over  them  the  fame  natural  authori- 
ty :  the  confequence  was,  a  league  formed  by 
the  young  people  againft  their  elders,  and  their 
rcfolving  to  fubmit  only  to  the  general  will. 
From  this  refolution  democracy  proceeded. 

By  diving  i^i  this  manner  into  remote  antiqui- 
ty, we  (nay  meet  with  different  fyftems  all  con - 
/iftent  with  reafon :  but  we  (hall  every  where 
difcover,  that  the  various  combinations  which 
form  a  fyftem  of  government  exift  only  in 
temperate  climates,  and  are  wholly  unknown 

among 
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among  people  on  whom  nature  has  impofed  one 
regular  mode  of  life.  Such  men  require  no  other 
chief  than  a  leader  to  condud:  their  enterprizes  : 
and  when  the  bufinefs  is  over,  all  are  again 
equal,  and  return  to  their  refpedive  cabins ;  un-* 
til  the  purfuit  of  fome  new  conqueft,  or  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  repelling  fome  threatened  danger,  calls 
them  again  into  adlion.  For  this  reafcn  all  the 
ideas  of  thefc  people  are  fimple  and  con  traded. 

One  nation  fuppofes  the  fupreme  power  re- 
(iding  in  heaven  ;  and  that  the  lightning  and  the 
thunder  declare  his  prefence :  but  if  the  earth 
trembks,  and  they  behold  all  at  once  a  vaft  chafm 
open  before  their  eyes,  they  conclude  that  there 
dwells  another  power  concealed  in  the  abyfs,  who 
is  capable  of  deftroying  the  dwellings  of  men. 
Some  again  acknowledge  no  fupreme  power  but 
him  who  unchains  the  winds ;  who  drives  the 
tempeft  with  his  breath,  and  agitates  the  floods. 

There,  religious  worfhip  is  confined  to  fall- 
ing proftrate  before  the  cloud,  from  whence 
burfts  the  •  thunder ;  or  raifing  the  hands  be- 
fore the  refplendent  fun.  Here,  nature  wears 
fo  horrid  an  afpeft  as  never  to  call  forth  fen- 
timents  of  gratitude  in  the  human  heart:  a 
icind  of  ftupid  terror  prevents  men  from  even 

feeking 


Hacking  to  conciliate  the  i&vour  of  the  powi^rs 
they  dread;  and  when  danger  ijs  paft  they  Ibrget 
it»  and  think  of  nothi^  but  encountering  naw 
perils. 

It  is  in  countries  bleft  with  a  haippy  tem|)tr^ 
store  of  climate^  that  nien  enjoy  the  fuU  exefti^ 
of  diexr  reafon.  There  conventions  ct^tiply; 
there  religious  ideas  extend;  and  there  conie<- 
queptly^  muft  be  found  mere  wifdoni^  and  more 
error >  more  riches^  and  more  wants:  kfs  cruelty 
and  greater  miiery.  It  is  there  that  men  talk  moft  of 
equality^  and  that  the  greateft  difference  in  their 
conditions  is  to  be  found. 

I  have  triade  the£b  reflections,  to  fhew  that 
what  is  called  the  law  of  nature  cannot  confift 
jn  uniform  rules;  that  it  muft  vary  according  to 
the  variations  of  climates;  and  that  the  authors 
who  have  written  on  this  fubjei^n  have  never 
ftept  out  of  that  circle  of  ideas,  acquired  in  a 
ftate  of  uniform  civilisation.  They  have  judged 
cf  nature  by  the  countenance  which  they  iaw 
her  wear;  and  of  the  inclinations  of  men  by  the 
propenfities  of  thofe  with  whom  they  lived* 

The  cannibal  fays,  *^  I  eat  my  flave,  beeaui6» 
♦*  if  I  had  been  his  he  would  have  eaten  me :  I 
^  therefore  do  as  I  fliould  have  been  done  by: 
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^  how  then  am  I  guilty  cf  injttftice?'*  If  jcm 
iky  to  him,  *'  Unhappy  man,  that  beings 
•*  whom  thou  haft  the  cruelty  to  devour,  is  thy 
^'  feUow  creature;  thou  art  therefore  n^oie  fc^ 
ixKioua  than  other  animak"  he  wflTadlwcr 
yon  ^  Accordmg  to  your  maxims,  I  ought  ei« 
ther  to  give  him  liber^  or  death.  If  he 
efcapes,  he  will  returns  take  advantage  of  my 
^'  ahfeoce  for  carrying  off  my  wife,  and  my  in* 
*^  fants;  and  condud:  them  to  his  companions  | 
^  who  at  the  fight  will  chuckle  with  joy,  and 
^^  portion  out«  among  them  all  which  i  hold 
^*  mofl  dear  in  the  world,'* 

If  you  obferve  to  him,  that  it  would  be  kfs 
cruel  to  kill  his  enemy  and  leave  him,  he  will 
&y,  <^  But  after  I  have  given  him  death  it  fig* 
«^  nifiea  littk  to  him  whether  his  body  nouriihes 
^'^  me,  or  is  left  to  be  devoured  by  beafts  of 

''  prey." 

If  therefore  th<sre  are  countries,  where  tht 
moft  fhocking  of  all  adlsappears  founded  on  the 
law  of  reciprofity,  it  muft  be  granted  that  ree)^ 
profity,  which  is  a  law  of  nature,  may  con* 
duA  us  to  inhuman  pradtices  :  and  that  the 
cannibal  departs  lefs  from  nature  than  thofe 
(:ivilized  votn,  who  have  long  facrificed  human 
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viftims  to  the  gods ;  for  nature  could  never  teach 
us  to  make  an  offering  of  death  to  the  principle 
of  life. 

To  avoid  bewildering  myfelf  in  vain  conjec- 
tures, I  judged  it  neceflary  to  begin,  by  confidcr- 
xng  the  fundamental  law  of  all  focicty  :   and 
I  have  demonftrated,  that  property  was  the  bafis 
of  all  the  improvements,  all  the  produdions, 
added  to  the  common  ftock,  by  the  exertions  of 
labour  and  induftry.    I  have  fhewn  alfo  that  the 
man,  upon  enterring  into  a  contract  with  his 
wife,  by  which  he  obliges  himfelf  to  fupport  her, 
to  defend  her,   and  to  fhare  with  her  all  the 
parental  duties,  acquires  a  right  of  pofTefling, 
cxclufively,   the  companion  to  whom    he  has 
thus  bound  himfelf:  that  from  that  moment, 
fhe  who,  by  her  beauty,  and  the  attraftions  with 
which  nature  has  endowed  her,  feems  formed 
for  the  happinefs  of  all,  ought  no  longer  to  con- 
tribute to  the  happinefs  of  any  but  one  alone.    I 
cannot  however  diflemble  that  the  two  moft  le- 
gitimate properties  have  occafioned  that  injuftice, 
violence,  and  fury,  which  have  fo  long  troubled 
mankind;  and  which  have  furniflied  pretences 
for  thofe  who  were  inflamed  with  a  fpirit  of  do- 
mination, to  prolong  wars,  to  perpetuate  flave- 
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ry,  and  to  fpread  over  the  world  thoie  various 
calamities,  in  confequence  of  which  fome  phi- 
lofophers  have  regretted,  that  men  ever  left  their 
forefts  to  unite  in  fociety;  and  the  celebrated 
Hobbes  was  induced  to  believe,  that  the  ftate  of 
nature  was,  with  men,  a  ftate  of  warfare  againft 
alL 


After  the  foregoing  difcourfe,  I  made  an  ana- 
lyfis  of  the  Republic  of  Plato  \  and  the  following 
are  the  refledtions,  which  arofe  upon  confider- 
ingthat  beautiful  work  of  imagination. 

The  military  power  fhould  be  regarded  as  the 
rampart  of  a  conilitution  to  which  it  is  attach- 
ed, and  the  bane  of  one  to  which  it  is  hoftile. 

Arc  your  foldiers  only  fuch  men  as  fight  for 
hire,  and  have  fet  a  price  upon  their  blood  ?  If 
they  are,  you  ought  to  tremble,  left  the  arms 
which  you  have  confided  to  them  for  the  defence 
of  your  liberty,  fhould  be  converted  into  chains 
for  binding  you  in  fervitude.  In  vain  may  you 
inftitute  the  ^vifeft  laws  for  maintaining  your 
privileges,  and  proteding  your  property,  while 
you  leave  at  the  command  of  arbitrary  authority, 

this 
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tius  armed  force,  which  has  no  Uberty  of  its 

-ctipn,  becaufe  its  members  are  devoted  to  a  blind 

i>bediener?:  and  who,  Jhaving  no  pofTeflion  but 

ifieir  courage,  no  glory  but  in  triumphs^  wfll 

ppon^;^)^  break  down  your  barriers,  ftorm 

ies>  anS  exiemainate  your  citizens,  if  3^u 

y  nbd  not  fome  means  of  intereiling  them  in  die. 

^.i,%        public  welfare. 

Be  it  remembered,  -diat  -v^icnever  foldiers  ftylc 
Aemfelves  tbefervants  of  the  prince^  they  ar# 
so  longer  the  iervants  ^cheh'  country.  Ia  or- 
^erto  have  amafter  ^^ell  ierved»  he  moft  ise 
known,  he  mufl  be  beloved,  by  tfaoie  wlbo  ferve 
him;  and  they  mdl  kiok  up  to  him  jbr  rewaids 
itnd  protedion.  A  natien  ihould  therefore 
begin  by  nmking  its  military  forces  feniiUe  that 
theyliavea  coimtay:  let  it  be  fiicwn  to  them  by 
%y  its  authority,  -by  its  juftioe^  by  its  j&iag-* 
nifioence :  let  them  be  made  proud  of  Serving 
^fech  atnafter;  fbarfid  of  itsxiiidain^ofitsievere 
ftproaches;  and  kt  diera  3>om  with  an  ardent 
defire  of  meriting  its  favours^ 

A  ipirit  of  conqueftlias  always  led  men  lo  in'- 
juftice,  and  drawn  them,  in  t^  end,  under  the 
yrice  of  deipotiim.  A  people  living  in  poaoe 
«e  not  tiiyuft^  becaoCb  'Aey  have  occsriicm  for 

tho- 
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None  fiiould  be  admitted  into  the  barracks 
but  natives  of  the  province  m  which  the  bar- 
rack was  fituated.  It  (hould  be  from  them  that 
men  were  taken  to  watch  over  the  public  fafety ; 
and  as  thefe  would  be  coniidered  as  miniAers 
of  the  law,  the  cmplc^/inents  {hould  be  fuc- 
ceflivcly  granted  to  fuch  fbldiers  as  had  applied 
themielves  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  ibidy 
of  ordinances,  of  the  rules  of  the  tnunicipaliticsi 
and  to  a  knovvledgc  of  the  places  in  which  they 
might  have  occafion  to  atft. 

There  (hould  be,  at  leaft  once  a  year,  public 
exercifes,  to  vtiiich  the  municipal  officers  /hould 
be  invited ;  and  theie  officers  fhould  difhibute 
prizes  of  books,  or  inftrumients,  to  thofe  who 
obtained  a  £ivourable  report  from  their  fuperiors. 

Each  department  fhould  appropriate  a  fund 
to  the  maintainance  of  its  militia ;  and  that  mi- 
litia (hould  bear  its  name,  and  have  its  arms 
for  their  enfigns. 

If  depopulated  monaflcries  were  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  principal  cities,  I  would 
repeopk  fuch  defefted  dwellings :  I  would  make 
an  active  profeflion  fucceed  to  the  idlenefs  for- 
merly prevailing  there.  Military  exercifc  fhould 
take  place  of  trifling  ceremonies ;  patriotic  ardour, 
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attach  them  to  his  intereft^  he  makes  his  coun^^ 
try  the  fceneof  his  Gonquefts  :  the  defeated  fbl- 
dier  obliterates  his  difgrace,  by  a  triumph  over 
the  timid  citizen  I 

What  is  property  before  an  indigent  army  I 
Or  what  force  has  juftice  in  the  prefence  of  vice, 
emboldened  by  confcious  fuperiority !  The  in-- 
habitant  of  the  city,  threatened  vv^ith  limine  and 
pillage,  offers  every  thing  to  the  chief,  if  he  will 
but  reftrain  the  foldier  -,  and  the  chief  promifes 
him  fecurity,  and  abundance,  on  condition  of 
having  his  orders  obeyed :  thus  is  a  power  efta-^ 
blifhed,  which  commenced  among  the  foldiery; 
and  which,  extepding  by  degrees,  converts  at  laft 
all  the  citizens  into  fubjedts  of  tlie  chief. 

No  laws,  no  regulations,  are  then  fuffered  to 
cxift  but  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  will 
of  the  dcfpot :  and  to  enfure  their  more  fpeedy 
execution,  his  companions  in  arms  become  his 
minifters.  Some  of  them  are  placed  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  his  empire,  under  the  title  of  command- 
ers or  governors,  and  many  more  furround  his^ 
perfon,  and  fqrm  his  fuit. 

All  favours,  all  diftindtions,  are  conferred  up- 
on thefe  armed  bands :  who,  as  they  can  obtain 
nothing  but  by  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the 

commands^ 
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commands  of  their  only  benefiidor,  pay  no  rt^ 
gard  to  {dl  the  remonftrances^  all  the  murmurs 
of  thofe  men»  who  are  not  enrolled  under  the 
ftandard  of  the  defpot :  and  they  proceed  at  laft 
.  to  defpife  every  profeffion  but  that  of  arms,  fincc 
no  other  leads  to  th6  fame  honours. 

If  the  tyrant  has  the  art  of  adapting  his  &* 
yours  to  the  genius  of  his  people,  and  of  exciting 
their  induftry  in  order  to  draw  from  thence  a  larger 
produce :    if  he  maintains  fevere  difcipline  in  his 
army,  and  at  the  fame  time  makes  amends  for 
that  feverity  by  diftinAions  equitably  conferred : 
if  he  conciliates  the  afFedtions  of  his  foldiers  by 
his  affability,  and  their  refpedl  by  an  air  of  for- 
titude ;  and  if  he  flill  in  his  old  age  continues  to 
(hew  them  their  ancient   idol  under  the  Ynajc^.fty 
of  years,  he-will  cbts^in  the  cro\\'n  for  his  fon  j 
and  they  will  all  fwear  vpon  their  fwords  to 
obey  the  child  of  their  fovereign,  and  extermi- ' 
nate,  even  to  the  h&  individual,  thofe  who  may 
rebel  againfl  him.     And  thus  is  the  empire  of 
defpotifm  prolonged .   T|ie  country  now  becomes 
the  domain  of  one  fingle  mafler :  the  magiffarate, 
formerly  the  organ  of  the  law,  is  no  longer  any 
diing  but  tile  minifler  of  injuftice  'and  ven« 
Vjol*  I.  d  geance ; 
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gcancc ;  and  the  prieft,  fortifying  tyranny  by  iffi^ 
pious  maxims,  pretends  that  the  throne  is  an 
altar^  the  prince  an  emanation  of  the  deity,  and 
that  his  fubjeifls  ihould  be  confidefed  as  hist. 
vidtims. 

The  fucceeding  generations,  bom  in  a  forget- 
fulnefs  of  their  origin,  accuftom  themfelves  to 
errors  infulting  in  the  higheft  degree  to  human 
nature^  Thofe  errors  become  a  fyftem  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  whoever  dares  to  weaken  their  au- 
thority, is  condemned  to  perifh  under  the  fword 
of  fenaticifin,  of  ftupid  pride,  or  of  intereft.  It 
always  coils  more  labour,  and  more  bloody  to  break 
the  .chains  of  the  multitude^  and  reftore  then>  . 
to  liberty,  than  to  reduce  them  to  the  ftatc  of 
(laves ;  unlefs  a  vaft  mafs  of  light,  fpreading  over 
the  whole  nation,  informs  at  once  all  minds ; 
and  that  the  people^  fepantting  as  by  general 
agreement  from  the  agents  of  tyranny,  leave 
them  terrified  by  their  defbkte  fituation,  and  their 
confcious  weaknefs« 

But  what  is  to  be  done  by  a  people  who- 
wilh  to  be  guarded  for  ever  from  degradation  ? 
They  muft  afliire  themfclves  of  their  defenders  jr 
they  muft  difplay  their  courage  to  the  world } 
they  muft  idcntif^r  the  public  liberty ;  and  they 

mufl 
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tntift  make  It  the  iburce  of  their  glory  and  their 
happinefs. 

If  I  were  called  to  be  the  legiilator  of  a  great 
empire^  t  fhould  commence  by  inftituting  in  each 
of  its  divifions  a  military  ftate.  '  It  would  be  thtf 
only  profeffion  which  I  fhould  eftabli(h ;  and 
that  it  might  be  worthily  filled^  I  would  attach 
to  it  thofe  advantages  which  generally  determine 
men  in  their  choice;*^I  would  infure  to  them 
a  comfortable  fubiiftence  atpreieht;  and  the  hbpe 
of  much  greater  acquifitions  in  future;  WeU 
afTured  of  not  wanting  candidates,  I  (hould  re- 
quire,  as  neceflafy  for  admiffion,  all  the  qualities 
Valuable  in  a  fbldier :  fuch  as  a  vigorous  yoqth ; 
a  free  devotion  to  the  profeflion  of  arms ;  great 
docility  in  military  difcipline;  conftant  fob'iiety, 
and  great  refpe A  for  decorum  i  which  are  the 
firft  fleps  towards  inftra£tion:  I  Aiould  alio 
e^ped:  ah  aptitude  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of 
every  thing  relative  to  the  art  of  war. 

In  e^ch  department  I  would  cauie  barradks  to 
be  builti  to  which  the  cities  fhould  fend  pu- 
pils to  undergo  an  examination  previous  to  their 
being  enrolled  under  their  ilandard.  There  the 
reipedabk  old  officers  vrauld  animate  them  with 
warlike  ardour,  form  them  to  iliDitary  exercife, 

da  and 
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'*  theywOuldhavebeehchargedwiththeimportant 
^*  fervicc :  let  us  {hew  ourielves  worthy  of  tho 
''  preference  with  which  we  are  honoure4 ;  and 
**  kt  us  fear  above  every  evil  the  refentment  of  the 
^'  nation  falling  on  our  heads^  if  by  negledting  our 
^*  duty  we  fhould  deceive  its  confidence." 

When  the  guards  of  a  monarch  confider  them- 
felves  as  the  delegates  of  the  peoplcji  their  zeal 
is  animated  by  patriotifm ;  ahd  the  conftitution 
of  their  body  repofing  on  the  national  conftitu-» 
tion,  the  king  will  be  in  perfedt  fecurity,  and 
the  nation  will  have  nothing  to  fear/ 

Becaufe  we  ought,  after  the  example  of  Solput 
to  adgpt  laws  to  the  char^£ter,  and  to  the  habits^ 
of  thofe  whom  they  are  to  govern,  I  muft  yet 
prcfent  fome  new  ideas  on  the  fubjedt. 

If  in  a  ilate^  by  whiph  I  was  called  upon  to 
eftablifh  a  military  conflitutioni  I  found  foreiga 
troops  eflentially  neceffary,  for  preferving,  or 
ftrengthening  an  ufefiil  alliance i  or  for  maintain- 
ing an  important  neutrallity ;  I  fhould  require  to 
have  thefe  troops  attached  to  the  natiop  by  a, 
treaty  made  between  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
refpedive  powers, 

I  would  have  the  cities  themfdves  where  fuch 
jiuxiliaries  were  flationed,  pay  the  price  of  their 

2  feryices^. 
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None  fiiould  be  admitted  into  the  barracks 
but  natives  of  the  province  in  which  the  bar- 
rack was  fituated.  It  (houkl  be  from  them  that 
men  were  taken  to  watch  over  the  public  fafety ; 
and  as  thefe  would  be  coniidered  as  minifters 
of  the  law,  the  employments  fliould  be  fuc- 
ceflivcly  granted  to  fuch  foldiers  as  had  applied 
themiHves  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  ftudy 
of  ordinances,  of  the  rules  of  the  municipalities, 
and  to  a  knowledge  of  the  places  in  which  they 
might  have  occafion  to  atfl. 

There  fhould  be,  at  leaft  once  a  year,  publie 
exercifes,  to  vdiich  the  municipal  ofHccrs  /hould 
be  invited ;  and  thefe  officers  ftiould  diftributc 
prizes  of  books,  or  inftrumicnts,  to  thofe  who 
obtained  a  £ivourable  report  from  their  fuperiors. 
Each  department  fhould  appropriate  a  fund 
to  the  Riaintainance  of  its  nulitia ;  and  that  mi- 
litia flKKild  bear  its  name,  and  have  its  arms 
for  their  enfigns. 

If  depopulated  monaftcries  were  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  principal  cities,  I  would 
repeopk  fuch  deferted  dwellings :  I  would  make 
an  active  profeflion  fucceed  to  the  idlenefs  for- 
merly prevailing  there.  Military  exercifc  fhould 
take  place  df  trifling  ceremonies;  patriotic  ardour, 
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for  animating  his  warlike  milida,  'he  deemed 
a  difpaflionate  calmnefs  of  mind^  and  cocA  wif- 
dom,  equally  indifpenfible  in  thole  who  were  to 
exercife  magifterial  functions:  and  befbbe  he 
would  enlt  nien  to  that  auguft  miniftiy,  what 
virtues,  what  knowledge^  and  what  rare  qualities^ 
did  he  require  them  to  polTcfs  f 

Their  early  education  was  to  be  fimikr  to 
that  of  his  wai;riors ;  and  it  was  indeed  froax 
them  that  he  would  have  the  defenders  of  die 
law  fele£led. 

When  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty,  if  they 
ihewed  themfelves  difpo(ed  to  trace  jaftke  to 
its  original  iburce ; '  to  detach  themfelves  ftom  all 
terreftrial  ideas ;  and  to  adnifire  the  image  of  per- 
fc&  beauty  in  the  perfedion  of  order ;  he  would 
initiate  them  into  the  fcience  of  meditation ;  of 
that  fublime  reafoning  v^ie  objeffc  ought  to 
be  in  his  opinion,  to  know  the  elfence  rather 
than  the  exiftence  of  things. 

He  would  accuftom  thetn  to  occupy  their  minds 
intirely  \^th  that  fupreme  good,  which,  as  the 
iburce  of  truth  and  juftice,  ought  to  animate  the 
fovereign  magiftracy,  and  render  it  imnroveablein 
the  exercife  of  its  duties.  He  would  keep  them  in 
this  ftate  of  lludy,  in  this  habit  of  virtue,  and  of 

triumphing 
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department^  recommending  its  honour  to  their 
care. 

When  they  returned^  if  they  had  been  vid:o- 
riouSy  the  people  would  run  to  meet  them  with 
branches  of  laurel ;  and  they  would  find  every 
where  upon  their  march  tlie  moft  gratifying  tcf- 
timonies  of  efleem  and  folicitude. 

The  rich  would  contend  for  the  pleafiire  of 
treating  them  with  the  moft  hofpitable  generofity, 
until  they  arrived  at  their  old  afylum,  where  they 
would  experience  the  kindeft  care. 

There  they  would  find  that  th^ir  grounds  had 
been  (:ultivated  in  their  abfence :  the  old  veterans 
and  young  military  pupils  would  croud  around 
them  to  attend  the  recital  of  their  glorious  at- 
chievementSy  and  make  the  foldier  repeat  again 
what  he  found  fo  much  pleafure  in  recounting. 

I  deqiancl  whether  it  ever  could  be  eafy  for  a 
monarch  to  detach  fuch  defenders  fi-om  the  love 
of  their  country;  to  ftifie  in  them  the  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude ;  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
their  fellow  citizens ;  to  render  thepi  deaf  to  the 
law  i  and  to  convert  them  into  inftruments  or 
defpotifin  ? 

Let  thefe  patriot  foldiers  be  compared  with 
^ofe  mercenaries  whom  debauchery,  apd  aver- 

d  4  iioi 
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That  the  firft  title  required  for  pretending  td 
lb  great  power,  Would  be  to  prove  the  {Parties 
defcended  from  men  who  had  exercifed  the  fame 

That  th&  neict  qualification  demanded  would 
be  the  pofleffing  a  fortune  fufficient  to  pay  for* 
their  appointment. 

And  the  third,  to  fhew  themfelves  capable  of 
employing  injufticft  and  ralpacity  e^ual  to  thoie 
with  whom  they  were  to  aft. 

**  Oh  !  how"  woiild  Plate  e^claihi  at  this  in- 
formation :  **  How  can  there  ever  exift  a  peojile  io 
••  blind  to  their  intereft,  as  to  confide  the  depofit 
*'  of  their  laws  with  men  fo  little  enlightened^ 
*•  fo  eafily  deceived,  and  fo  open  to  corrup- 
••  tion  V 

But  the  aflonifhment  of  Plato  would  re- 
double if  he  were  to  be  informed,  that  thefe  legif- 
latiye  magiftrates  were  not  elected  by  the  pco- 
jple,  nor  even  by  the  monarch ;  but  by  them- 
felves. That  the  mart  of  tnoft  virtue,  of  moft- 
integrity;  and  who  was  moft  verfed  in  the  ftudy 
of  the  laws,  might  be  in  vain  called  forth  by  the 
public  fufifrage  to  take  upon  him  the  dignity  <£ 
a,  judge ;  that  he  could  not  ba  raifed  to  that  high 

office 
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OflScc  if  he  enjoyed  not  the  titles  of  which  1 
have  been  fpeaking.  That  even  the  prince  with 
all  his  authority  could  not  place  him  in  the  tri^ 
bunals  where  juftice  was  rendered  in  his  name/ 
if  hi&  elevation  had  not  beeti  agreed  upon  by  thofe 
who  had  eftablifhed  their  empire  over  thefe  tri^ 
bunals. 

The  philofbpher  of  antiquity  would  have  re-* 
plied  only  with  diidain ;  in  a  belief  that  the  ptt^ 
ion  who  addrefied  him  was  oppofing  a  frightful 
chim^  to  that  beautiful  phantoCn  which  he 
had  embellifhed  with  all  the  graces  of  eloquence^ 
and  drefled  in  every  charm  of  virtue. 

Though  it  muil  be  acfcnOwledged  that  Plato 
has  exaggerated  the  qualities  neceflary  for  magif^ 
trates,  it  muft  be  at  leaft  allowed  that  before  an 
office  fo  tiered  as  that  of  being  the  organs  of  the 
law  was  confided  to  men,  ,they  (hould  have  g^Veii 
(bme  certain  proof  that  they  would  never  make  aii 
improper  ufe  of  thefwordof  juflice»  but  always, 
hold  the  balance  with  a  fteady  hand^ 

The  lefs  a  nation  is  difpofed  td  tender  thcit 
magiflrates  refponfible  for  the  errors  incident 
to  human  nature,  the  more  careful  they  fhoidd 
be  in  chuiing  men  pofTefled  of  found  judgment, 

enlightened 
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enlightened  underftanding,  wtU  knewn  purity 
of  intention^  and  integrity  equal  to  every  trial. 

The  Ronian(  c:ommitted  the  facred  fire  to  the 
keeping  of  pure  virgins,  Qmt  up  within  m 
circle,  which  no  propl^uie  pedbn  ever  dared  apr 
proach.  Is  there  any  thing  more  iacred  to  a 
nation  than  its  laws  ?  And  is  not  juftice  moro 
certainly  defcended  from  heaven  than  the  fire 
whi^h  was  preferved  fb  carefully  ?  But  it  feema 
to  be  the  nature  of  men  to  attach  importancQ 
to  nothing  which  is  not  an  objed:  of  ienfel 
Oh !  that  it  were  poflible  to  make  the  magif- 
tracy  a  real  prieitiiood  i  to  convert  the  love  of 
the  laws  into  a  religious  wor(hip,  and  to  tranf* 
£Qtm  the  chief  tribunal  into  a  temple  i  what 
gr^deur,  what  dignity^  would  juftice  then 
acquire!  A  holy  emulation  would  iexift  be-* 
tween  the  mioifters  of  the  kws,  and  thoie  of 
religiofi ;  and  th^  would  contend  for  our  ko-r- 
loageand  our  confidence 'by  their  virtues* 

Before  they  wereraifed  to  their  auguft  minifp 
try,  it  fliould  be  required  of  them  to  have  paffed 
t  long  time  in  tctirement,  and  to  have  been 
fctuploored  in  ftudies  relative  to  the  exercife  of 
th^  fundions. 

It 
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It  is  perhaps  to  thefe  magii^tcs  alone  that 
celibacy  fhould  be  prefcribed^  as  the  means  of 
rendering  them  inaccefUble  to  internal  fedu<fUon; 
They  (hould  be  excluded  from  the  iociety  of 
womeHf  becaufe  they  infpire  too  much  fenfibility^ 
and  incline  men  to  a£t  rather  from  the  dictates 
of  the  heart  than  of  the  judgment.  Supported 
and  maintained  at  the  expence  of  all,  magidrates 
Ihould  live  equally  for  all ;  neither  fliould  a  fa- 
ther ever  be  expofed  to  the  iad  alternative  of  con- 
demning his  foni  or  abfentihg  himfelf  from  his 
duty. 

Great  aufterity  of  manners^  united  with  prin- 
ciples equally  auftere^  can  alone  produce  that 
rigid  equity  which  allows  of  no  exceptions. 
Shut  up  within  the  limits  of  their  temples,  they 
fhould  be  inacceflible  to  all  folicitations :  they 
ihould  themfelves  reiid  all  the  titles  upon  which 
demands  were  founded,  and  all  that  wa$  urged 
againft  them  by  the  defendants  :  and  they  fhould 
afterwards  deliver  their  oracles  in  prefence  of 
the  people,  admitted  to  hear  and  to  honour  their 
juftice  in  filence. 

Ihto  thefc  afylums  of  equity,-  the  yoiing  can- 
didates, who  had  undergone  an  examination  on 
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the  rights  ami  duties  of  citizens,  and  who  VirtTC 
honoured  with  the  public  fuf&age,  (hould  be  ad^ 
mitted  to  ftudy  the  laws,  and  fo  to  render  them-. 
lelves  worthy  of  replacing  thofe  who  fhoiild  refigo 
their  offices ;  for  there  ihould  be  no  ties  to  con« 
fine  them  to  their  fundions,  but  a  love  of  juiticef 
and  the  defire  of  adminiftering  it  i  and  they  fhould 
be  always  free  to  return  into  the  clafs  of  other 
citizens  ;  but  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  re« 
fume  their  fbitions  after  having  voluntarily  quit<^ 
ted  them*  The  efleem  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation  fhould  be  manifefl:ed  towards  tliem  ia 
proportion  to  the  number  of  years  they  had  de*' 
voted  to  the  public  fervice,  and  it  would  be  then 
the  highefl  g^ory  to  bear  the  title  of  an  ancient 

The  regret  of  being  detached  from  all  the  a£» 
iediond  of  the  hvl,  would  not  empoifbn  the 
ttooA  honourable  of  all  du^s«  The  citizen  who 
had  confecrated  himfelf  to  them,  would  not 
behold  fbciety  with  envy;  becaufe,  as  he  would 
always  be  at  liberty  to  enjoy  its  pkafiirtSf 
he  might  at  any  time  chufe  between  the  «!• 
flerity  of  his  retreat^  and  the  attradions  of  puhlk 
Jifc. 

After 


AhcT  having  exercifed  the  authority  conferred 

■  » 

by  the  kw^  he  might  ftill  pretend,  afbr  his  re- 
i^gnation,  to  that  beflowed  by  naiuce.  His 
firkiids^  his  neighboturs,  would  come  to  confuk 
him;  and  he  would  inform  thctn  what  they  had 
to  hope  or  to  fear  from  his  kte  colleagues.  He 
mig^  prevent  many  prefiimptuous  demands  by 
hiSi  advice^  and  hse(fpity  terminate  many  domeflic 
difftrences. 

Thus  defcended  from  one  tribimaU  he  woiild 
taife  another  for  himiel^  fhpperted  by  the  au^ 
chority  of  experience  and  virtue; 

In.  a  UEiomeilt  whea  nothing  i^  talked  of  but 
(regeneration,  why  inay  we  Aot  entertain  ideas  of 
perfedbn^  and  bib  ^ght  of  vicious  inftitutions  ? 

An  architedi  who  is  going  to  conflTU<S  an  edi** 
fice,  begins  by  levelling  the  ground,  and  taiing 
aU  the  buildings  which  intercupt  his  pkn ;  he 
then  l^s  a  fblid  foundation,  and  erects  upon 
It  a  £ibric  capable  of  rtfifting  thii  ravages  of 
time* 

Hitherto  the  French  have  unfortunately  had 
faUe  ideas  of  the  adminifiration  of  juilice ;  they 
have  regarded  it  a$  an  attribute  of  the  foVereignty, 
when  it  ought  tb  be  confidered  only  as  one  of 
its  diarges« 

c  t '  Kings 
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Kings  do  not  grant  jufticc ;  they  owe  if ;  for 
it  is  the  firft  debt  of  the  power  which  governs. 

Any  prince,  any  monarch,  who  fuffers  juftice 
to  be  fold  in  his  flates,  makes  his  fubje(^  bujr 
what  belongs  to  them. 

How  can  it  be  conceived,  after  thefc  truths, 
that  fovereigns  could  ever  think  of  transforming 
that  juftice  which  they  owe  to  their  people,  into 
a  farm,  of  felling  the  offices,  and  impofing  a  tax 
on  the  neceflitxes  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
obtaining  it  ?  Oh  \  how  unlike  are  fucb  prin- 
ces to  the  monarch,  who,  modeftly  fcatcd  at  the 
foot  of  ah  o^y  eftablifhed  there  his  tribunal,  with 
no  other  canopy  but  the  branches  of  the  tree 
which  covered  him  with  their  fhade  ;  no  guards 
but  the  love  and  refpeftof  his  fubjefts;  no  coun- 
sellors but  the  uprightnefs  of  his  reafon,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  heart ;  and  whofe  audience  was  his 
whole  nation,  aftembled  to  applaud  the  eq^uity 
Qf  his  decifions. 

If  the  proud  barons,  the  great  proprietors  of 
fiefs,  had  imitated  on  their  refpeftivc  domains, 
this  bcautifiil  example ;  if  they  had  known  how 
to  create  thefe  tribunals  of  real  juftice,  they  would 
have  endured  to  tlie  very  diflblution  of  the  monar- 
chy. 
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chy,  becaufe  there  is  no  power  on  earth  able  to  wreft 
ffX)ni  virtue  her  proper  empire,  or  to  deprive  tried 
good  faith  of  the  afcendency  it  poflefles.  But 
blinded  by  felf-intereft,  they  chofe  to  purfue  thoie 
meafures  which  degrade  fupreme  authority ;  and 
by  confidering  juftice  not  ^  a  duty,  but  a  fource 
of  profit,  they  have  loft  both  that  and  all  their 
other  ufurped  poflcffions, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FROM    THE 


TRANSLATOR. 


A  WORK,  in  which  the  various  forms  of 
goverament  prevailing  in  the  ilates  of  Eu-» 
rope  and  America,  are  brought  together  into  one 
point  of  vieWt  cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to 
the  public.  Such  a  performance  has  been  long 
wiihed  for ;  but  the  undertaking  was  an  arduous 
one,  becaufe  it  required  not  only  much  judg« 
ment  in  feleding  the  materials,  butan  extenfive 
acquaintance  widi  at  leaft  the  modern  langua* 
ges  :  for  a  writer  would  be  liable  to  numberlefs 
eiTors  who  were  to  take  his  documents,  on  fuch 
a  fubjed,  from  the  common  run  of  tranflations, 
M.  de  la  Croix  has  at  leafl  executed  the  tafk  in 
a  manner  which  does  him  much  credit,  and  mufl 
prove  highly  fatis£^£tory  to  his  readers, 

He  has  been  in  the  great  outline  of  our  po« 
Ktical  conflitution,  as  in  all  his  other  fketches^ 
fu^ciently  accurate ;  but  as  every  part  of  our 

conflitution 
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conAitutlon  and  laws  come  more  into  compa^ 
ri/bn  yvith  thofe  of  France,  which  he  keeps  in 
view  throughout  the  whole  of  his  work,  he  has 
entered  more  into  the  detail  of  our  municipal 
laws,  civil  and  criminal,  than  into  thofe  of  any 
other  natipn ;  and  it  is  here  that  he  has  principal- 
ly failed  ;  as  indped  even  moft  Englifhmen  muft 
have  done,  who  were  not  converfant  with  the 
pradtice  of  our  courts.  He  has  made  the  moft 
material  miftakes  in  that  part  where  he  fpeaks 
of  the  benefit  of  clergy ;  and  he  is  the  more 
excufable  for  doing  fo,  as  there  is  not  perhaps 
to  be  found  in  any  of  our  law  writers  a  complete 
account  of  that  privilege  which  had  been  fo  often 
altered,  retrenched,  and  extended,  by  different 
ftatutcs,  before  it  was  finally  fettled  in  its  pre- 
fent  ftate.  Thefe  errors  have  been  corrected 
principally  in  notes  ;  and,  where  that  method 
would  have  been  too  tedious,  by  fparing  altcr^ 
ations  in  the  text* 

For  the  general  revifion  of  the  chapters  on 
the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  notes,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted 
to  a  friend  ;  under  the  benefit  of  whofe  correc- 
tion I  iruft,  that  the  fketch  here  given  of  our 
government  and  laws,  will  be  found  more  full 

and 
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and  mofe  Accurate,  than  might  be  cxpeded 
from  its  brevity.  To  this  gentleman  I  owe  the 
higher  obligation  as  he  could  with  difficulty 
ipare  the  moments  fo  employed  ;  and  I  believe 
the  reader  will  regret,  vnth  me,  that  he  had  ntt 
time  to  enlarge  his  elucidations. 

Wherever  I  found  paflages  ei^adly  tranflated 
from  Eriglifli  authors,  I  have  given  them  in  the 
Words  of  the  original,  ejtcept  in  a  very  few  in- 
ftances,  where,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  work^ 
Or  to  find  the  exadi:  paflage^  T  have  been  obliged 
to  re-tran(late  them.  I  have  alfo  taken  the  li- 
berty of  marking  as  quotations,  fuch  extracts 
from  Blackftone  and  De  Lolme  as  were  not  ib 
diftinguiflicd  in  the  French  text ;  an  omiflion 
which  I  belieVe  to  be  wholly  attributable  to  the 
negligence  of  the  tranfcriber  or  printer. 

In  regard  to  the  American  ccmftitution,  which, 
next  to  that  df  our  own  country,  is  of  all  others 
the  mort  intorefting  to  Englifti  readers,  I  have 
redtified  one  material  miftake  of  the  author,  in 
fuppofmg  it  was,  like  the  conftitution  of  I^rancc^ 
preceded  by  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man. 
I  have  alfo  fubjoined  an  Appendix,  containing 
all  the  ftate  papers  nec^fTary  to  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  conftitution  of  the  United 

States 
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the  rights  and  duties  of  citizens,  and  who  were 
honoured  with  the  public  fufFrage,  fhould  be  ad^ 
mitted  to  fludy  the  laws,  and  To  to  render  them-. 
ielves  worthy  of  replacing  thoie  who  ihould  refign 
their  offices ;  for  there  fhould  be  no  ties  to  con-> 
fine  them  to  their  fundions,  but  a  love  of  juftice, 
and  the  defire  of  adminiftering  it  i  and  they  fhould 
be  always  free  to  return  into  the  clafs  of  other 
citizens  ;  but  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  re- 
fume  their  flations  after  having  voluntarily  quit-* 
ted  them.  The  efleem  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation  fhould  be  manifefled  towards  them  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  years  they  had  de-^ 
voted  to  the  public  fervice,  and  it  would  be  then 
die  highefl  glory  to  bear  the  title  of  an  ancient 
inagifVrate« 

The  regret  of  being  detached  from  all  the  af- 
&dions  of  the  foul,  would  not  empoifon  the 
tuofl  honourable  of  all  duties.  The  citizen  who 
had  confecrated  himfelf  to  them,  would  not 
behold  fbciety  with  envy ;  becaufe,  as  he  would 
always  be  at  liberty  to  enjoy  its  pleafures^ 
he  might  at  any  time  chufe  between  the  au- 
flerity  of  his  retreat^  and  the  attradions  of  publk 
jifc. 

After 


After  having  exercifed  the  authority  conferred 
by  the  kw^  he  might  itill  pretend,  afbr  his  re<- 
Bgnationj^  to  that  beflowed  by  nature.  His 
fiiends^  his  neighi30turs»  would  come  to  confuk 
nim ;  and  he  would  inform  them  what  they  had 
to  hope  or  to  fear  from  his  late  colleagues.  He 
might  prevent  many  prefumptuous  demands  by  ' 
hh  advice^  and  hajSipilhy  teraunate  many  domeflic 
difierences. 

Thus  defcended  from  one  tribmial^  he  would 
raiiie  another  for  himiel^  fhpported  by  the  au-^ 
thority  of  experience  and  virtue. 

In  a  moment  when  nothing  is  talked  o£  but 
tegeheratiDn,  why  inay  we  not  entertain  ideas  of 
perfedbni  and  bfe  ^ght  of  vicious  inititutions  ? 

An  architedi  who  is  going  to  conflru<S  an  edi- 
fice, begins  by  levelling  the  ground^  and  taiing 
all  the  buildings  which  intermipt  his  pkn ;  he 
then  1^$  a  iblid  foundation)  and  erects  upon 
It  a  £ibric  capable  of  rtfifting  thii  ravages  of 
time. 

Hithetto  the  French  have  unfortunately  had 
falie  ideas  of  the  adminiflration  of  juilice ;  they 
have  regarded  it  a$  an  attribute  of  the  foVereignty, 
when  it  ought  tb  be  confidered  only  as  one  of 
its  diarges« 

c  2 '  Kings 
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Kings  do  not  grant  jufticc ;  they  owe  if ;  for 
it  is  the  firft  debt  of  the  power  which  governs. 

Any  prince,  any  monarch,  who  fuffers  juftice 
to  be  fold  in  his  flates,  makes  his  fubjeds  buy 
what  belongs  to  them. 

How  can  it  be  conceived,  after  thefc  truths, 
that  fovereigns  could  ever  think  of  transforming 
that  juftice  which  they  owe  to  their  people,  into 
a  farm,  of  felling  the  offices,  and  impofing  a  tax 
on  the  neceflitxes  of  thofe  who  were  delirous  of 
obtaining  it  ?  Oh  f  how  unlike  are  fucb  prin- 
ces to  the  monarch,  who,  modeftly  fcatcd  at  the 
foot  of  ah  oak,  eftablifhed  there  his  tribmial,  with 
no  othier  canopy  but  the  branches  of  the  tree 
which  covered  him  with  their  fhade  ;  no  guards 
but  the  love  and  refpeftof  his  fubje6ls;  no  coun- 
fellors  but  the  uprightnefs  of  his  reafon,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  heart;  andwhofe  audience  was  his 
whole  nation,  aflemblcd  to  applaud  the  eauity 
Qf  his  decifions. 

If  the  proud  barons,  the  great  proprietors  of 
fiefs,  had  imitated  on  their  reTpeftive  domains, 
this  beautifiil  example ;  if  they  had  known  how 
to  create  thefe  tribunals  of  real  juftice^  they  would 
have  endured  to  tlie  very  diflblution  of  the  monar- 

chv, 
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chy,  becaufc  there  is  no  power  on  earth  able  to  wreft 
from  virtue  her  proper  empire,  or  to  deprive  tried 
good  faith  of  the  afcendency  it  poflefTes.  But 
blinded  by  felf-intereft,  they  chofe  to  purfue  thoie 
meafures  which  degrade  fupreme  authority ;  and 
by  confidering  juftice  not  ^  a  duty,  but  a  fource 
of  profit,  they  have  loft  both  that  and  all  their 
other  ufurped  po/TcilionSr 
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A  WORK,  in  which  the  various  forms  of 
government  prevailing  in  the  flates  of  Eu-* 
rope  and  America,  are  brought  together  into  one 
point  of  view,  cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to 
the  public.  Such  a  performance  has  been  long 
wifhed  for ;  but  the  undertaking  was  an  arduous 
one,  becaufe  it  required  not  only  much  judg- 
ment in  feleding  the  materials,  butan  extend ve 
acquaintance  widi  at  leaft  the  modern  langua- 
gcs  :  for  a  writer  would  be  liable  to  numberlefs 
errors  who  were  to  take  his  documents,  on  fuch 
a  fubjed,  from  the  common  run  of  tranflations^ 
M.  de  la  Croix  has  at  leaft  executed  the  tafk  in 
a  manner  which  does  him  much  credit,  and  mufl 
prove  highly  fatisf^^ory  to  his  readers, 

He  has  been  in  the  great  outline  of  our  po« 
Ktical  conftitution,  as  in  all  his  other  fketches^ 
fu^ciently  accurate ;  but  as  every  part  of  our 

conflitution 
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gvfvcrnment  is  didinguifhedy  and  finds  the  UxsM 
conlcqucnccs  rrfulting  from  monarchy,  ariilocracy, 
and  republicanifm.  ^^  A  conftitution  (fays  he) 
"  may  be  excellent,  whether  the  executive  power 
'^  reft  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon;  whether  it  be 
'<  divided  among  many ;  or  whether  it  continue  in 
**  the  hands  of  the  people  2  but  that  power  will 
'*  become  fetal,  if  monarchy  degenerates  into  ty- 
•'  ranny ;  if  ariftocracy  is  turned  into  oligarchy ; 
"  or  if  the  democratic  authority,  falling  again  in- 
^'  to  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people,  produces  no- 
<<  thing  but  tumult  and  anarchy/' 

How  grateful  muft  it  be  to  the  French  nation  to 
find  a  philofopher,  a  republican,  like  Ariftotle, 
giving  to  monarchical  government  the  firft  place 
in  the  fcale  of  excellent  conftitutions  !  But  a  fu- 
pcrior  mind  raifcs  itfelf  by  the  force  of  reafon  and 
information  above  all  prejudices,  and  renders  to  the 

««  ixat  in  the  goremment.  Now  the  corruptions  attending 
•«  each  of  thefe  governments  are  thefe :  a  kingdom  may  de« 
«*  generate  into  a  tyranny,  an  ariftocracy  into  an  oligarchy,  and 
••  a  ftaic  into  a  democracy.  Now  a  tyranny  is  a  monarchy, 
«•  where  the  good  of  one  man  only  is  the  obje£^  of  government^ 
•^  an  oligarchy  confiders  only  the  rich,  and  a  democracy  only 
'«  the  poor ;  but  neither  of  them  hare  the  common  good  ia 
••  View. 

This  extract  is  taken  from  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  Ellis,  which 
he  entities  Aijtctken  Gcvanment.  It  is  a  work  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Englifli  reader  at  this  moment,  when  fo  much 
fpcculation  on  government  is  afloat  in  the  minds  of  all  men. 

con- 


According  to  Arifiotle.  5 

conftitutions  of  foreign  flates  the  praife  which  they 
deferve. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  this  philofopher^  while  hp 
defines  the  power  of  a  monarch. 

**  The  fovereign  (fays  he)  enjoys  the  fupreme 
*^  authority,  and  watches  over  every  part  of  the 
*'  adminiftration,  as  well  as  over  the  tranquillity 
"^^  of  the  ftate.  It  is  he  who  muft  caufe  the  laws- 
^^  to  be  executed ;  and  as,  on  one  hand,  he  cannot 
^^  maintain  the  laws  againft  thofe  who  would  vio* 
^^  late  them,  unlefs  he  has  a  body  of  troops  at  his 
^^  command ;  and  as,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may 
*^  abufe  fuch  ah  inftrument,  it  fliould  be  an  efla- 
^^  bliftied  rule,  that  the  fovereign  ought  to  have 
**  fufficient  force  for  reftraining  individuals,  but 
^*  not  enough  to  opprefs  the  nation.*' 

According  to  this  definition,  the  chief  of  an  em- 
pire fubtrads  from  the  legiflature  no  part  of  its  dig- 
nity. The  fupreme  authority,  with  which  he  is  in* 
vefted,  is  the  right  of  commanding  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  of  caufing  them  to  be  refpeded  by 
all  who  live  under  his  dominion. 

We  unfortunately  cannot  diflemble,  that  where- 
ever  the  executive  power  is  deftitute  of  force,  in- 
juftice  and  infurredions  muft  be  expedted :  that 
there,  property  will  be  violated ;  taxes  will  remain 
unpaid ;  public  tribunals  will  be  invaded  by  ani- 
moiity  and  revenge ;  and  accufcd  innocence  have 
reafoD  to  fear^  from  the  weakness  of  its  judges,  the 

B  3  prejudice 
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prejudice  of  its  foes,  and  the  mtiII  of  a  multitude^ 
jealous,  and  thirfting  after  blood. 
.  If  the  empire  of  reafon  were  fufficiently  efficaci<t 
oils  to  command  mankind ;  if  it  could  make  thent 
patiently  endure  the  miferjes  of  indigence,  and  dif- 
pofe  them  to  labour  :  if  it  could  reprefs  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  debauchery ;  render  the  weak  refpeft- 
able  in  the  eyes  of  the  flrong ;  turn  the  mifcreant 
from  his  murderous  proje&s,  and  make  rapine  fub-? 
naffive  to  the  will  of  the  law,  then  would  it  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  arm  executive  power  with  any  means 
of  reftriftion  favc  that  of  fimple  reprimand,  or  any 
ftimulant  beiides  public  applaufe.  But  in  a  mo- 
iwrcby  acceffible  to  all  foreigners,  where  the  cities 
are  inhabited  by  a  multitude  of  individuals,  pof- 
feffed  of  no  property  but  what  they  obtain  by  la* 
bour ;  and  who  are  drawn  into  the  commiffion  of 
all  manner  of  crimes,  by  the  hope  of  efcaping  with 
impunity.  In  a  ftate  where  the  produftions  of  the 
land  have  no  defence  but  the  public  faith ;  where 
cpaimerce  circulates  its  tret^fures  under  the  obferv»-> 
tion  of  wretchednefs  j  where  each  citizen,  feparating 
himiclffpom  the  cot^munity,. endeavours  to  evade  the 
payn>ept  of  taxes^  and  to  call  the  burden  on  another^ 
where  withdrawing  from  the  country  is  a  crime,  and 
where  the  armed  plunderer  has  even  the  life  of  the 
peaceful  traveller  at  his  mercy  2  in  fuch  a  kingdom  or 
flate,  if  the  force  of  the  executive  power  be  not  fuf- 
frcient  to  fubdqe  the  injuftice  which  prevails  botli^ 
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in  the  towns  and  the  country,  the  bed  laws  will  be 
ineffedual,  and  the  wifeft  regulations  ufelefs :  and 
the  nxonarch,  to  whom  you  have  confided  the  exe-.^ 
cution  of  them,  mud  remain  inadive  on  his  throne^ 
and  mourn  over  his  own  impotence  and  your  mife- 
ly,  until  the  defpair  of  the  rich  and  the  wretched- 
06fs  of  all  (hall  reftore  (o  him  a  larger  portion  of 
power  than  that  which  you  had  torn  from  him. 

Such  was  the  juft  opinion  entertained  by  Ariflo^- 
de  of  a  weak  executive  power,  and,  in  confequence, 
he  w^  difpofed  to  allow  majefty  the  command  of 
tn  armed  force,  but  not  to  l^t  that  force  be  too 
formidablet 

When  the  military  proceed  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  a  legal  decree,  they  are  always  fufBcient- 
)y  powerful,  bec^ufe  their  flrength  is  increafed  by 
their  aAing  in  concert  with  the  wifb^s  of  all  good 
fitizens  ;  while  the  ilrength  of  tbofe,  whom  they  adt 
againfty  is  enfeebled  by  the  dread  of  being  finally 
pvercome,  even  though  they  flaould  triiunph  in  the 
firil  infbince. 

If,  under  the  pretext  of  exercifing  the  executive 
power,  in  all  its  plenitude,  a  fovereign  maintains  a 
body  of  troops  capable  not  only  of  fubduing  rebel- 
lion, but  of  crushing  any  legal  refiftaac^  made  by 
the  wifer  part  of  the  nation,  he  is  then  in  a  capaci- 
ty to  abufe  his  power  ai)d  eflablifh  defpotifm, 
which  is  the  flumbling-block  of  monar(:hjcal  go-^ 
V^rnmpnt.    A  legiflator  m^y  eflabliQi  good  rules 
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to  prevent  this  evil,  but  will  it  be  at  all  times  eaiy 
to  follow  them  > 

Should  a  war  occur,  how  could  the  number 
of  troops  be  limited,  or  by  what  means  could  we 
prevent  an  army,  too  weak  at  firft  to  opprefs  the 
nation,  from  attaining  an  irrefiftible  degree  of 
power  ?  Who  would  have  dared  to  reprefent  to 
Louis  XIV.  when  he  had  all  Europe  to  encounter, 
that  his  forces  were  too  numerous  ;  and  require  the 
difbanding  of  part  of  his  army,  in  the  fear  that,  af- 
ter triumphing  over  his  enemies,  he  might  tri- 
umph over  the  laws  which  reftrained  his  power  ^ 
Or  would  a  fenator  have  found  a  good  recep-i 
tion,  who  had  gone  to  inform  Frederick  thatj^ 
by  making  all  his  fubjeds  foldiers,  he  left  no  cvcu 
2ens  in  the  ftate^?  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft 
importance,  to  begin,  by  making  every  fubjeft  a 
citizen ;  that,  if  the  prince  Ihould  one  day  make 
them  foldiers,  they  may  remain  citizens  ilill. 

"  The  prince  (continues  Ariftotle)  may  deter«t 
^^  mine  in  all  cafes  for  which  the  laws  have  not 
^'  provided, 

"  The  care  of  difpenfing  juftice  and  of  punifli- 
"  ing  the  guilty  is  confided  to  the  magiftrates, 

**  No  individual  can  fee  every  thing,  and  regulate 
*'  every  thing  himfelf:  there  muft  be  a  council 
**  cftabl;(hed  to  enlighten  the  prince  with  their 
"  knowledge,  and  affift  him  in  the  details  of  ad- 
*'  miniftration, 

*^  Impofts 
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*'  Impdds  (hould  only  be  eftablifiied  for  the  iup« 
*'  port  of  war,  or  to  fupply  fome  other  ftatc  occa* 
*'  fion.  The  prince  (hould  not  infult  the  mifery  of 
**  the  people,  by  laviftiing  their  property  on  fo- 
^'  feigners,  courtezans,  and  hiftorians/' 
^  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  portrait  given  by  Arifto- 
tie  of  what  a  prince  ftiould  be,  who  is  worthy  to 
command. 

**  He  muft,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  power 
^^  with  which  he  is  invefted,  render  himfelf  accefii^ 
'^  ble  to  his  fubjeAs,  and  live  with  them  like  a  fa- 
^^  ther  in  the  midft  of  his  children. 

^'  He  mud  attend  more  to  their  intereft  than  hts 
♦^  own  :  the  glory  which  environs  him  muft  infpire 
•^  refpeft,  not  terror  :  honour  muft  be  the  moving 
^'  principle  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  the  love  of 
^'  his  people  the  prize  at  which  he  afpires :  he  muft 
**  award  to  merit  the  meed  which  it  deferves ;  and 
•*  by  maintaining,  with  his  power,  the  rich  in  the 
*'  poffeffion  of  their  property,  and  by  proteding  the 
^*  poor  from  the  defigns  of  the  rich,  he  muft  teach 
♦*  them  to  refpeft  themfelves,  and  to  cherifli  one 
^^  of  the  beft  conftitutions  that  can  be  eftablifhed 
<^  amon^  men.*' 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  a  man  who  knew  (b  well 
how  to  dcfcribe  the  duties  of  a  king,  was  worthy 
of  being  the  preceptor  of  a  great  prince :  but  un- 
fortunately the  pupil  of  Ariftotle  was  Alexander; 
;uid  what  impreffioA  could  the  voice  of  a  fage  be 
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to  prevent  this  evil,  but  will  it  be  at  all  times  ea(y 
to  follow  them  > 

Should  a  war  occur^  how  could  the  number 
of  troops  be  limited,  or  by  what  means  could  we 
prevent  an  army,  too  weak  at  firfl:  to  opprefs  the 
nation,  from  attaining  an  irrefiilible  degree  of 
power  ?  Who  would  have  dared  to  reprefent  to 
Louis  XIV.  when  he  had  all  Europe  to  encounter, 
that  his  forces  were  too  numerous  ;  and  require  the 
difbanding  of  part  of  his  army,  in  the  fear  that,  af- 
ter triumphing  over  his  enemies,  he  might  tri- 
umph over  the  laws  which  reftrained  his  power  ? 
Or  would  a  fenator  have  found  a  good  recep-i 
tion,  who  had  gone  to  inform  Frederick  xbax^ 
by  making  all  his  fubjeds  foldiers,  he  left  no  citi- 
zens in  the  fhite^?  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft 
importance,  to  begin,  by  making  every  fubjeA  a 
citizen ;  that,  if  the  prince  Ihould  one  day  make 
them  foldiers,  they  may  remain  citizens  ilill. 

"  The  prince  (continues  Ariftotle)  may  deter^ 
^^  mine  in  all  cafes  for  which  the  laws  have  not 
**  provided^ 

"  The  care  of  difpenfing  juftice  and  of  punifti- 
"  ing  the  guilty  is  confided  to  the  magiftrates« 

**  No  individual  can  fee  every  thing,  and  regulate 
•*  every  thing  himfelf :  there  muft  be  a  council 
*^  eftabl;(hed  to  enlighten  the  prince  with  their 
"  knowledge,  and  alffift  him  in  the  details  of  ad- 
*[  miniftration, 

*^  Impofts 
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*'  Impofts  (hould  only  be  eftablifiied  for  the  iup« 
^'  port  of  war^  or  to  fupply  fome  other  date  occa* 
*'  fion.  The  prmce  (hpuld  not  infult  the  mifery  of 
**  the  people,  by  laviftiing  their  property  on  fo- 
^*  reignerSj  courtezans,  and  hiftorians/' 
^  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  portrait  given  by  Arifto^ 
tie  of  what  a  prince  ftiould  be,  who  is  worthy  to 
command. 

**  He  muft,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  power 
♦*  with  which  he  is  invefted,  render  himfelf  accefii^ 
'^  ble  to  his  fubjeAs,  and  live  with  them  like  a  fa-- 
♦*  ther  in  the  midft  of  his  children. 

♦•  He  muft  attend  more  to  their  intereft  than  \xx% 
♦^  own  !  the  glory  which  environs  him  muft  infpire 
•^  refpeft,  not  terror  :  honour  muft  be  the  moving 
^'  principle  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  the  love  of 
•'  his  people  the  prize  at  which  he  afpires :  he  muft 
**  award  to  merit  the  meed  which  it  deferves ;  and 
•*  by  maintaining,  with  his  power,  the  rich  in  the 
**  pofleffion  of  their  property,  and  by  protefting  the 
^*  poor  from  the  defigns  of  the  rich,  he  muft  teach 
<*  them  to  refpcft  themfelves,  and  to  cherifli  one 
^'  of  the  beft  conftitutions  that  can  be  eftablifhed 
<^  amon^  men.'* 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  a  man  who  knew  (b  well 
how  to  dcfcribe  the  duties  of  a  king,  was  worthy 
of  being  the  preceptor  of  a  great  prince :  but  un- 
fortunately the  pupil  of  Ariftotle  was  Alexander; 
^d  what  impreffioA  could  the  voice  of  a  fage  be 
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States  of  America^  as  it  was  at  firil  inftitu-« 
ted»  and  as  it  now  ftands.  To  thefe  I  have  added 
a  fketch  of  the  conftitution  of  each  of  the  feparatd 
£ates ;  and  of  the  declaration  of  rights  which 
make  a  part  in  fbme  of  them* 
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CHAP.      L 

Of  G0VERNM£NTS>  ACCORDING  TO  AtttSTOTLB. 

WHEN  we  have  collefted  all  that  Ariftodc 
ha)  written  concerning  different  govern- 
ttientSy  we  are  aftonifhed  to  find  how  far  the  ancients 
had'advanced  in  the  arts  of  combining  powers^  and 
fecuring  liberty  from  tyrannical  invaiion ;  and  we 
regret  that  this  invaluable  knowledge,  tranfmittod 
down  through  fo  many  ages^  has  been  fo  long  un* 
productive  to  pofterity. 

Habit  feems  to  have  ftill  more  command  over  men 
than  defpotifm :    it  holds  them  attached^  chained 
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down  to  their  ancient  inftitutions,  however  vicious 
thofe  inflitutions  may  be ;  and  a  nation  makes  one 
of  the  greateft  efforts  of  which  it  is  capable,  when, 
harraffed  by  injuftice,  loaded  with  affronts,  and  over- 
whelmed with  vexations,  it  fuddenly  darts  its  atten- 
tion through  the  caufe  of  its  fufferings ;  and  recol- 
leds  the  means  within  its  power  for  making  head 
,  againfl  oppreffion,  and  breaking  the  yoke  under 
whicK  it  has  endured  fuch  humiliation  and  diflrefs« 

It  is  often  in  the  moment  when  opprcflbrs  be- 
lieve their  authority  moft  fecure,  that  it  is  wrefled 
from  them  j  for  the  fecurity,  in  which  they  repofe, 
allows  to  fuch  as  are  fecrerly  difcontented  with 
their  oppreffions  an  opportimity  of  furprifing  them, 
while  defencelefs,  and  of  emancipating  themfelves 
forever*  It  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  confolations  of 
flavery,  to  know  that  if  the  oppreffed  always  fuffer, 
their  oppreiTor  mud  be  always  on  the  watch ;  and 
that  while  they  have  no  refpite,  he  can  have  no  re* 
pofe:  this isan incontrovertible  truth,whfcfa  oughtio 
excite  in  every  fovereign,  who  afpires  at  defpotife, 
^  difgufl  againfl  it ;  and  convince  him,  that  no  em* 
pire  is  fo  firmly  eilablifhed  as  that  which  isfupport* 
cd  by  juftice,  and  makes  public  felicity  its  objed* 

*  Ariftotle  admits  of  only  two  kinds  of  govern- 
ment :  one  in  which  national  utility  alone  is  confix 

dered, 

•  Though  this  [iaflage  contains,  in  fomc  degree,  di^genend 
rtfult  of  Ariflotk  8  tlodiioe  with  fu&icnt  iddityi  it  wy  te 
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^ered^  axid  the  other  where  it  is  entirelyxoivtemhed. 
JtIe<lcecQs  it  of  little  importance  by  what  name  i 

•:  gQvern- 

tnore  iatisfadory  to  the  reader  to  fee  thoFe  doflrines^  is  the  words 
4af  the  Stagjrritc  himielf.  I  (hall  therefore  infert  here  art  extraft 
fipom  the  ^th  chapter  of  the  3d  book  of  his  Politics. 

*^  We  c6me  to  confider  next  the  different  number  of  govem^ 
**  ments  which  there  are^  and  what  they  are  1  and  firfi.  What 
•*  arc  their  excellencies  ?  for  when  we  have  determined  this^ 
**  their  defe6b  will  be  evident  enough. 

•*  It  ts  evident  that  every  form  of  government  Or  adminiftra* 
-^  tion,  for  the  words  are  of  the  fame  import^  muft  contain  t 
**  fupreme  power  over  the  whole  (late,  and  this  fupreme  power 
*<  muft  neceflarily  be  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon^  Or  a  few,  Or 
•*  many ;  and  when  either  of  thefe  apply  their  power  for  the 
*<  common  good,  fuch  ftates  are  well  governed ;  but  when  the 
««  intereft  of  the  one,  the  feU',  or  the  many,  who  enjoy  this 
**  power,  is  alone  cohfultedj  than  ill ;  for  yoii  muft  either  affirm 
^  that  thofe  who  make  up  the  community  are  not  cititens,  or 
^  cife  let  thefe  (hai%  in  the  advantages  of  government.  We 
**  ufually  call  a  (late,  which  is  governed  by  one  perfon,  for  the 
«*  common  good,  a  kingdom ;  one  that  is  governed  by  more 
**  than  one,  but  by  a  ftvf  only,  an  ariftocracy ;  either  becaufe 
**  the  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  mod  worthy  citi2ien5^ 
**  or  becaufe  it  is  the  bed  form  for  the  city,  and  its  inhabitants. 
«*  When  the  citizens  at  large  govern,  for  the  public  good,  it  is 
■<  called  a  date ;  which  is  alfo  a  common  name  for  all  other  go- 
**  vcrnments,  and  thefe  didindlions  are  confonant  to  reafon  ; 
•*  for  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find  one  perfon,  or  a  very  feinr, 
«*  of  didinguilhed  abilities,  but  almoft  impoifiblc  to  meet  with 
**  the  m^'ority  of  a  people  eminent  for  every  virtue ;  but  if 
«*  there  is  one  common  to  a  whole  nation,  it  is  valour ;  for  this 
«  is  created  and  fupported  oy  numbers ;  for  which  reafon^  in 
«•  fuch  a  date,  the  profedion  of  arms  will  always  hate  the  greated 
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government  is  diftinguifhed,  and  finds  the  lisne 
confequences  rcfulting  from  monarchy,  ariftocnKT', 
and  republicanifm.  "A  conftitution  (fays  he) 
**  may  be  excellent,  whether  the  executive  power 
^^  red  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon;  whether  it  be 
'*  divided  among  many ;  or  whether  it  continue  in 
**  the  hands  of  the  people :  but  that  power  will 
**  become  fatal,  if  monarchy  degenerates  into  ty- 
'*  ranny ;  if  ariftocracy  is  turned  into  oligarchy  ; 
^^  or  if  the  democratic  authority,  falling  again  in- 
**  to  the  lower  claifes  of  the  people,  produces  no- 
"  thing  but  tumult  and  anarchy/* 

How  grateful  muft  it  be  to  the  French  nation  to 
find  a  philofopher,  a  republican,  like  Ariftotle, 
giving  to  monarchical  government  the  firft  place 
in  the  fcale  of  excellent  conflitutions  !  But  a  fu* 
perior  mind  raifes  itfelf  by  the  force  of  reafon  and 
information  above  all  prejudices,  and  renders  to  the 

«*  (hare  in  the  government.  Now  the  corruptions  attending 
**  each  of  thefe  governments  are  thefe :  a  kingdom  may  de« 
*^  generate  into  a  tyranny,  an  ariflocracy  into  an  oligafdiy,  and 
'*  a  (late  into  a  democracy.  Now  a  tyranny  is  a  monarchy, 
^*  where  the  good  o(  one  man  only  is  the  objc6k  of  government^ 
•^  an  oligarchy  confiders  only  the  rich,  and  a  democracy  only 
'^  the  poor ;  but  neither  of  them  have  the  common  good  ia 
•*  view.*' 

This  extra^  is  taken  from  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  Ellis,  which 
he  tnutics  A  tJietU  on  Go'vanment.  It  is  a  work  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Englifh  reader  at  this  moment,  when  fb  much 
fpcculttion  on  government  is  afloat  in  the  minds  of  all  men. 

con- 


According  to  Arifiptle.  5 

«onftitutions  of  foreign  Hates  the  praiie  which  they 
deferve. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  this  pbiloTopher^  while  he 
defines  the  power  of  a  monarch. 

**  The  fovereign  (fays  he)  enjoys  the  fuprcme 
•^  authority,  and  watches  over  every  part  of  the 
*'  adminiftration,  as  well  as  over  the  tranquillity 
"^^  of  the  date.  It  is  he  who  muft  cau(e  the  laws* 
^  ^  to  be  executed ;  and  as^  on  one  hand,  he  cannot 
^'  maintain  the  laws  agaihft  thofe  who  would  vio*^ 
^'  late  them,  unlefs  he  has  a  body  of  troops  at  his 
*^  command ;  and  as,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may 
^'  abufe  fuch  aA  inftrument,  it  (hould  be  an  efta* 
"  blifiied  rule,  that  the  fovereign  ought  to  have 
*'  fufEcient  force  for  reflxaining  individuals,  but 
^*  not  enough  to  dpprefs  the  nation/' 

According  to  this  definition,  the  chief  of  an  em- 
pire fubtrads  from  the  legiflature  no  part  of  its  dig- 
nity.  The  fupreme  authority,  with  which  he  is  in* 
veiled,  is  the  right  of  commanding  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  of  caufing  them  to  be  refpeded  by 
all  who  live  under  his  dominion. 

We  unfortunately  cannot  diflemble,  that  wherc- 
cver  the  executive  power  is  deflitute  of  force,  in- 
juflice  and  infurredions  muft  be  expefted  :  that' 
there,  property  will  be  violated ;  taxes  will  remain 
impaid ;  public  tribunals  will  be  invaded  by  ani- 
mofity  and  revenge ;  and  accufed  innocence  have 
reafon  to  fear,  from  the  weakneis  of  its  judges,  the 
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prejudice  of  ks  foes,  and  the  will  of  a  midtitudc^ 
jealous,  and  thirfting  after  blood. 
.  If  the  empire  of  reafon  were  fufficicntly  cfficaci-t 
ous  to  command  mankind ;  if  it  could  make  then^ 
patiently  endure  the  miferies  of  indigence,  and  di(^ 
pofe  them  to  labour  :  if  it  could  reprefs  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  debauchery ;  render  the  weak  refpeft- 
able  in  the  eyes  of  the  flrong ;  turn  the  mifcreant 
from  his  murderous  proje&s,^  and  make  rapine  {vh". 
noifirve  to  the  will  of  the  law,  then  would  it  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  arm  executive  power  with  any  means 
ofreftriftion  fave  that  of  fimple  reprimand,  or  any 
ftimulant  befides  public  applaufe.  But  in  a  mo- 
iwrcby  acceffibie  to  all  foreigners,  where  the  cities 
are  inhabited  by  a  multitude  of  individuals,  pof- 
feffed  of  no  property  but  what  they  obtain  by  la- 
bour ;  and  who  are  drawn  into  ^he  commiffion  of 
all  manner  of  crimes,  by  the  hope  of  efcaping  with 
impunhy.  In  a  ftate  where  the  produ6kions  of  the 
land  have  no  defence  but  the  public  fiiith ;  where 
commerce  circulates  its  tret^fures  under  the  obfenm^ 
tion  of  wrctchcdncfs  j  where  each  citizen,  feparatmg 
hisiicif  firom  the  cot^mumty  ,.endeavours  tp  ^adethe 
pajpn^epc  of  opces,.  and  to  call  the  burden  on  another  jf 
where  withdrawing  from  the  country  is  a  crtme,  and 
where  the  armed  plunderer  has  even  the  life  of  the 
peaceful  traveller  at  his  mercy :  in  fuch  a  kingdom  or 
flate,  if  the  force  of  the  executive  power  be  not  fuf- 
frcient  to  fobdqe  the  injuftice  which  prevails  botli^ 

in 
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Ia  the  towns  and  the  country,  the  bed  laws  will  be 
ineffedtual,  and  the  wifefl  regulations  ufelefs :  and 
the  monarch,  to  whom  you  have  confided  the  exe-^ 
cution  of  them,  mud  remain  inactive  on  bis  throne^ 
mad  mourn  over  his  own  impotence  and  your  mife- 
jry,  until  the  defpair  of  the  rich  and  the  wretched- 
nefs  of  all  (hall  reltore  to  him  a  larger  portion  of 
power  than  that  which  you  had  torn  from  him. 

Such  was  the  juil  opinion  entertained  by  Arifto*- 
da  of  a  weak  executive  power,  and,  in  confequence, 
ha  wfis  difpofed  to  allow  majeily  the  command  of 
an  armed  forc^,  but  not  to  l^t;  that  force  be  too 
formidable^ 

When  the  military  proceed  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  a  legal  decree,  they  are  always  fufHcient* 
ly  powerful,  bec^ufe  their  ilrcngth  is  increased  by 
their  ading  in  concert  with  the  wifhas  of  all  good 
citizens  ;  while  the  flrength  of  thofe,  whom  they  adt 
againft,  is  enfeebled  by  the  dread  of  being  finally 
Qvercome,  even  though  they  flaould  triumph  in  the 
6rft  inflance. 

If,  under  the  pretext  of  exercifing  the  executive 
power,  in  all  its  plenitude,  a  forereign  maintains  a 
body  of  troops  capable  not  only  of  fubduing  rebel- 
lion, but  of  crulhing  any  legal  refiftafic^  made  by 
the  wifer  part  of  the  nation,  he  is  then  in  a  capaci- 
ty to  abufe  his  power  ai)d  eflablifh  defpotifm, 
which  is  the  flumbling-block  of  monarchical  go*^ 
vernm^nt.    A  legiflatpr  m^y  eflabli^  good  rules 
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to  prevent  this  evil,  but  will  it  be  at  all  times  ea(y 
to  follow  them  } 

Should  a  war  occur,  how  could  the  number 
of  troops  be  limited,  or  by  what  means  could  we 
prevent  an  army,  too  weak  at  firft  to  opprefs  the 
nation,  from  attaining  an  irrefiftible  degree  of 
power?  Who  would  have  dared  to  reprefent  to 
Louis  XIV.  when  he  had  all  Europe  to  encounter^ 
that  his  forces  were  too  numerous  ;  and  require  the 
difbanding  of  part  of  his  army,  in  the  fear  that,  af- 
ter triumphing  over  his  enemies,  he  might  tri- 
umph over  the  laws  which  reftrained  his  power  ? 
Or  would  a  fenator  have  found  a  good  recep-i 
tion,  who  had  gone  to  inform  Frederick  thatj| 
by  making  all  his  fubjeds  foldiers,  he  left  no  citi-* 
2ens  in  the  flate^?  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft 
importance,  to  begin,  by  making  every  fubjeft  a 
citizen ;  that,  if  the  prince  Ihould  one  day  maka 
them  foldiers,  they  may  remain  citizens  ftill. 

"  The  prince  (continues  Ariftotle)  may  deter^ 
^^  mine  in  all  cafes  for  which  the  laws  have  no( 
**  provided, 

"  The  care  of  difpenfing  juftice  and  of  puni(h-« 
^^  ing  the  guilty  is  confided  to  the  magiftrates. 

*^  No  individual  can  fee  every  thing,  and  regulate 
•^  every  thing  himfelf :  there  muft  be  a  council 
•^  ^(lablifhed  to  enlighten  the  prince  with  their 
"  knowledge,  and  affift  him  in  the  details  of  ad- 
*'  miniftration, 

*^  Impofts 
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^'  Impofts  Ihould  only  be  eftabliihed  for  the  (up« 
^'  port  of  war^  or  to  fupply  fome  other  ftate  occa« 
'^  fion.  The  prince  (hould  not  infult  the  mifery  of 
•*  the  people,  by  lavilbing  their  property  on  fo- 
**  feigners,  courtezans,  and  hiftorians/^ 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  portrait  given  by  Arifto* 
tie  of  what  a  prince  (hould  be,  who  is  worthy  to 
command. 

^^  He  muft,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  power 
^^  with  which  he  is  invefled,  render  himfelf  acceffi-^ 
^'  h\i  to  his  fubjeAs,  and  live  with  them  like  a  fa-^ 
♦*  ther  in  the  midft  of  his  children, 

^*  He  muft  attend  more  to  their  intereft  than  hb 
^^  own  :  the  glory  which  environs  him  muft  infpire 
•*  refpedt,  not  terror  :  honour  muft  be  the  moving 
*^  principle  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  the  love  of 
*'  his  people  the  prize  at  which  be  afpires  :  he  muft 
*•  award  to  merit  the  meed  which  it  deferves ;  and 
♦*  by  maintaining,  with  his  power,  the  rich  in  the 
<*  poffeffion  of  their  property,  and  by  proteding  the 
**  poor  from  the  defigns  of  the  rich,  he  muft  teach 
♦*  them  to  refpeft  themfelves,  and  to  cheri(h  one 
^^  of  the  beft  conftitutions  that  can  be  eftablilhed 
<*  amon^  men,^' 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  a  man  who  knew  (b  well 
how  to  dcfcribe  the  duties  of  a  king,  was  worthy 
of  being  the  preceptor  of  a  great  prince :  but  un- 
fortunately the  pupil  of  Ariftotle  was  Alexander; 
^d  what  impreffioA  could  the  voice  of  a  fage  be 

expected 
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tnptSutA  td  make  upon  a  miBd  burf)iisg  wish  the 
defirc  of  conqueft  ?  The  hera  appUuded  ttie  JeT* 
font  of  the  philofopker,  but  ftill  he  quined  hU  do« 
amioas  to  run  in  purfuit  of  vi&oBy 

'^  As  the  monarchical  copftitutton  (coMimies 
'^  Ariftoile)  depends  on  the  tn<>diSFadon  oi  the 
^^  prifnce^  it  ia  evident  timt  the  fiifety  and  the  libetf^t 
^^  ty  of  the  fubjeds  mud  depend  upon  it  alia:  ai>4 
V  this  was  the  reaibn  why  in  the  cities  of  Gceece; 
*^  where  all  the  citizens  were  equalj  apd  could 
^^  e($ualty  participate  the  fupreme  authority,  they 
^^  were  more  flruck  with  the  inconve;iniencfes  thaq 
^'  the  SKiTantages  of  a  government^  which  ttiight 
*^  alternately  provf  the  hatppinefs  4nd.  nusfbrtuna 
^*  of  a  people.** 

In  prefenting  to  our  view  the  dangers  att^he4 
e>  regat  power,  Ariflocle  did  not  forefee  that  mep 
would  one  day  acquire  fufficient  knowledge  ia  tbo 
icience  of  legiflation^  to  render  the  fafecy  and  1k> 
bercy  of  the  people  independent  of  the  difpoikioq 
of  the  prince,  by  eft^^bliihing  a  conilitutio|i  whkb 
would  be  at  once  f  he  firmed  fupport  of  the  throne, 
^nd  the  ftrongeft  rampart  of  public  liberty. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  little  pioment  to  thofe^^ 
who  have  adopted  the  monarchical  form  of  govern* 
inenty  to  know  the  advantages  and  difadyantagea 
of  ariftocracy  and  republicanifm  i  but  as  we  are 
only  fenfible  of  our  happinefs,  by  comparing  oup 
fitoation  with  that  of  other  men,  it  is  well  to  be  ac-» 
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qoaiated  with  the  reafons  why  we  ought  td  ccmgra« 
tulaceourfelves  on  livkig  under  the  form  of  govern* 
meat  whkk  is  oaioft  Ukely  to  prooi^o^  public  fe* 
ticky. 

We  have  feen  that  Ariftocle  prefers  oc^narchy^ 
provided  the  monarch  can  be  al^rays  detained  in 
that  happy  date  of  impotence,  whkh  will  difable 
him  from  opprefling  the  people^  oi  exacting  him* 
felf  into  a  defpot.  Let  us  now  enquire  what  o€ca<* 
(ioned  thii$  [Nreference. 

AriftotlQ^  who  lived  Surrounded  with  republics, 
had  obferved  the  propeniity  of  mankind  to  abufe 
the  power  which  they  exercife  in  comnMm,  and 
been  a  witneis  of  the  diflemions  and  inj^iftice  re«^ 
fulting  from  their  rivaUhip« 

Under  a  noonapchical  gov'ernment^  the  happinels 
of  the  people  depends  on  the  virtue  of  art  indivi^ 
dual ;  under  an  ariftocratical  form  the  virtues  of 
piany  muft  concur  to  attain  the  &me  end ;  and  in 
a  democracy  all  muft  be  virtuous  to  advance  the 
national  weah  8ut  as  it  is  much  eaiier  to  find  a 
fingle  many  adorned  with  the  iniignia  of  majefty, 
who  knows  how  to  unite  his  own  glory  with  the 
happinefs  of  his  people^  and  his  puifl^ce  with  the 
execution  of  the  law^  than  to  aflemble  many  tndi* 
viduals^  whofe  ruling  principle  is  the  love  of  public 
good,  and  who  are  raifed  to  fupreme  authority 
without  intrigue^^  and  by  the  undoubted  will  of 
(heir  fellow  citizens^  a  perfeft  ariftooracy  is  nnich 

more 
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more  rarely  to  be  feen  than  a  good  monarchy.  But  it 
is  ftill  more  difficult,  if  not  abfolutely  impoffible, 
to  find,  particularly  in  a  great  nation,  a  democracy 
which  does  not  fervc  as  i  fhclter  for  all  the  troubles 
and  diforders  of  anarchy. 

# 

"  A  true  ariftocracy  (fays  Ariftotle)  is  that  go* 
^*  vernment  where  the  authority  is  centered  in  the 
^'  hands  of  a  certain  number  of  wife  and  virtuous 
*^  magiftrates. 

'*  To  afTurc  this  kind  of  government,  it  muft  be 
'^  tempered  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  principal 
citizens  may  find  in  it  all  the  advantages  of  oli- 
garchy, and  the  people  thofe  of  democracy. 
*^  Two  laws  muft  contribute  to  produce  this 
double  end  :  the  one,  derived  from  the  grand 
principle  of  this  kind  of  government,  muft  con- 
fine the  chief  offices  to  men  of  fuperior  talents, 
without  any  regard  to  fortune  ;  and  the  other, 
defigned  to  prevent  the  magiftrates  from  enrich- 
ing themfelves  by  their  appointments,  (hall 
oblige  them  to  render  an  account  to  the  public 
^*  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances. 

*'  The  conftitution  is  in  danger  (continues 
**  Ariftotle)  if  the  government  be  ariftocratical, 
*'  when  the  interefts  of  the  principal  citizens  are 
**  not  fufficiently  combined  with  thofe  of  the  peo- 
**  pie,  to  prevent  either  clafs  from  endeavouring 
**  to  ufurp  the  authority :  when  the  laws  do  not 
*♦  prevent  the  wealth  of  the  nation  from  being 
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•*  monopolized  by  individuals :  when  government 
•*  fuffers  to  pafs,  unnoticed,  the  firft  innovations 
•**  which  attack  the  conftitution  :  when  magiftrates, 
•*  grown  jealous,  perfecute  illuftrious  citizens; 
**  or  excluding  them  from  public  offices,  deprive 
**  them  of  the  power  of  ferving  their  country." 

But  where  was  this  incomparable  government 
ever  to  be  found  fuftained  in  all  its  purity  ?     Ic 
was  not  even  in  Sparta,  where  the  Ephori,  who 
were  inftituted  long  after  the  eftabliftiment  of  the 
Republic,  to  proteft  the  people  againft  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  two  Kings  and  the  Senators,  pufli- 
cd  the  abufe  of  authority  to  fuch  an  excefs,  as  to  fplit 
the  year  into  thirteenth  months,  in  order  to  increafe, 
by  a  thirteenth  part,  a  certain  impofl  which  was 
payed  monthly ;  and  even  dared,  by  the  mod  in- 
iquitous facrilege,  to  caufe  king  Agisto  be  (tran- 
gled,  without  being  brought  to  a  trial,  and  for  no 
<rime  but  that  of  endeavouring  to  revive  the  laws 
of  Lycurgus  in  all  their  original  purity. 

It  was  not  in  Carthage,  where  the  citizens  were 
obliged  to  give  proof  of  their  riches,  rather  than 
of  theif  virtue,  to  raife  themfelves  to  magifterial 
offices  and  govern  the  republic  :  where  their  jea- 
loufy,  by  an  unjult  refufal,  caufed  the  mifcarriage 
of  the  projefts  of  a  great  general,  and  tore  him 
from  the  bofom  of  viftory  :  and  where  the  people, 
enriched  by  induftry,  ufurped  in  the  end  the  fove- 
reign  authority,  and  laid  the  republic  in  ruins. 

It 
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It  was  not  in  Rome,  where  the  power  o^  the  Si* 
nate,  forever  ftruggling  with  that  of  the  people^ 
bent  fometimes  before  the  afcendancy  of  the  tri- 
bunes; and  fometimes,  rifing  to  defpotifm,  de» 
voted  to  death  all  thofewho  endeavoured  to  reftorc 
the  ancient  laws  of  the  republic  :  where  the  citi* 
a^ns  were  terrified  by  the  name  of  a  diftator ; 
where  the  crafcinefs  of  an  augur  could  influence 
jan  aflembly ;  and  where  men  even  dared  to  plunder 
the  urns  into  which  the  people  cafl  cheir  fufih^es* 

*  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  ariftocracy  can 
jiever  be  preierved  in  a  fbite  of  peffedion  :  it  will 
degenerate  into  oligarchy;  becaufe  money  will 
prove,  to  that  clafs  of  citizens  who  are  able  to  pur- 
chafe  votes,  a  paflport  to  all  magifterial  offices ;  and 
thofe  men,  maintaining  their  iituarions  by  a  con-^ 
federacy  among  themfelves,  their  employments 
will  be  perpetuated  in  their  families,  and  foon  be-* 
come  almoft  hereditary.  Thus  the  people  inftead 
of  one  tyrant  will  have  ten^  perhaps  a  hundred ! 
All  attempts  to  gain  thofe  offices  which  ought  to 
be  the  reward  of  merit  and  experience,  will  be 
treated  as  crimes,  and  oppofed  either  by  pride  or  a 
bafe  envy  ;  and  the  people  will  remain  in  a  date 

♦  What  follows,  the  reader  will  fee,  applies  only  to  a  govern* 
tnent,  where  the  fupreme  power  refides  in  an  ariftocracy.  It 
will  be  found  to  furnifh  no  fair  argument  againft  tlie  admiffioil 
of  art  ariftocratical  principle,  adapted  to  a  monaichical  bafis,  in 
s^miMdconftitution,  fuch  as  the  Britifli^ 

or 
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^  humiliation  until  the  edifice^  ereded  by  Asfiupa- 
cion  Aod  "vanity^  is  overturned. 

In  a  monarchy  the  people  hare  the/feverity  of  a- 
4Sng|e  man  alone  to  dread ;  in  an  ariftocracy  they 
have  the  hatred  of  many  to  fear.  In  a  monarchy 
<faere  is  fo  great  a  cha(m  betweoi  the  throne  and 
die  fubjeft,  that  the  prince^  who  is  feated  there, 
never  dreams  of  a  rival  darting  up  to  dethrone 
him:  in  an  aridocracy^  as  the  people  and  their 
xulers  are  lets  removed  from  equality^  the  united 
efforts  of  all  thole  who  are  invefled  with  power^ 
oure  continually  employed  to  make  the  difference 
f^reater,  and  fo  prevent  competition. 

Under  a  regal  government,  the  perfi>n  of  the 
prifice  obtains  refped  from  his  own  dignity ;  £rom 
his  magifterial  character;  and  from  the  refped 
which  is  borne  to  the  chief  of  the  empire. 

Under  an  ariftocracy,  where  the  magidrates  can 
have  neither  the  fame  attribute^^  the  fame  attendants, 
nor  pretend  to  the  fame  reverence,  they  aflfed  a 
gravity,  an  infulting  haughtinefs  of  deportment^ 
in  order  to  enhance  their  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the 
multitude* 

Under  a  monarchy,  a  great  general,  a  celebrated 
orator,  u  man  of  genius  will  be  honoured,  will  be 
encouraged ;  becaufe  it  is  not  neceflary  to  the  glory 
of  the  monarch's  reign  that  he  fhould  command 
his  armies  in  perfon ;  or  that  he  diould  be  endowed 
with  fuperior  eloquence,  or  make  difcoveries  in  the 

fciences : 


Sciences :  great  talents  therefore,  far  from  ecfipfing 
his  mental  qualities,  will  add  fame  and  fplendouf 
to  his  crown ;  and  the  more  they  multiply  under 
his  government,  the  more  illuftrious  will  be  his 
reign. 

Under  an  ariftocracy  confpicuous  meat  difturbft 
and  vexes  the  depofitaries  of  power,  becaufc  it 
raifes  them  up  competitors,  by  attra£ting  to  thofe 
who  are  endowed  with  it  the  homage  of  the  people* 
To  prevent  this,  they  confine,  to  their  own  body^ 
all  thofe  employments  which  afford  opportunity 
for  the  difplay  of  eminent  qualities ;  fuch  as  em« 
baflies,  the  command  of  armies,  and  legiflation .: 
they  limit  eloquence,  arrefl:  the  wings  of  genius^ 
retard  the  progrefs  of  the  fciences,  and  hold  them 
creeping  on  in  the  trammels  of  old  fyilems. 

In  a  monarchical  flate,  the  celebration  of  public 
fedivals,  and  the  largeffes  dealt  out  to  the  people,  are 
agreeable  to  the  monarch,  becaufe  they  circulate 
the  ftores  of  the  affluent,  give  animation  to  the 
•arts,  and  fpread  around  a  general  glow  of  pleafure^ 

In  an  ariftocracy,  whatever  tends  to  promote 
popularity,  excites  the  jealoufy  of  the  magifbates-; 
for  they  are  always  afraid  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
people  (hould  go  too  far,  and  even  raife  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  their  power  thofe  whom  they  moft 
wilh  to  exclude. 

Thofe  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  offend  s 
king,  may  hope  for  mercy  from  the  magnaniniity 

and 
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Hftd  genefofity  of  the  prince  :  but  if  in  an  irifto* 
cracy  a  magiftrate  has  been  offended,  the  offender 
muft  expeft  the  moft  ^xtrfeme  feverity  :  all  the 
rigour  of  the  laws  will  fall  upon  his  head ;  for 
never  do  fenators  appear  more  attached  to  forms 
than  on  fuch  occafions  :  vTrapt  up  in  the  cloak  of 
hypocrify,  they  atm  themfelves  with  the  fword  of 
juftice,  and  aflaffinate  their  enemy  with  fecret  joy; 
We  fhdl,  by  and  by,  have  an  opportunity  to  con- 
vince ourfelves  of  the  difference  between  thefe  two 
governments,  when  we  come  to  examine,  with  at- 
tention, fome  conftitutions  now  exifting  in  Europe* 

Since  the  hatural  bent  of  the  beft  ariftoeracies  is 
towards  oligarchy,  which  is  the  fovereignty  of  the 
rich,  let  us  obferve  what  Ariflotle  fays  on  that  form 
of  government* 

^*  In  order  to  conflitute  (fays  he)  a  good  oli- 
"  garchy,  the  c^enfuSy  which  entitles  a  man  to  rank 
"  in  the  higheft  clafs  of  citizens,  (hould  not  be 
"  too  large;  for  the  more  numerous  this  clafs  is 
"  found,  the  greater  reafon  there  will  be  to  pre- 
"  fume  that  it  is  the  laws  which  govern^  and  not 
**  meni 

**  Too  many  magifterial  offices  fhould  not  be 
"  held  by  one  family,  as  that  Would  render  it  too 
"  powerful. 

*^  To  avoid  an  exceflive  inequality  of  fortune, 
•*  men  fhould  be  prevented  from  difpofing  of  their 
**  property  to  the  prejudice  of  their  legal  heirs  ; 

Vol*  I.  C  ''  and 
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*^  and  no  two  inheritances  fiiould  unite  in  (tie 
•*  fame  heir. 

'^  The  people  fhould  be  oskler  the  immediate 
''  proteftion  of  government :  they  ought  to  be 
•*  more  favoured  than  the  rich  in  feeking  juftice 
^  on  thofe  who  infult  them ;  and  neither  any  law^ 
**  nor  the  credit  of  any  pcrfon,  (hoold  be  allowed 
•^  to  impede  their  attainment  of  fubftftence  or  of 
*^  fortune.  Little  jealous  of  dignities  which  afford 
*^  nothing  to  the  pc^effors  but  the  honour  of  fcrv- 
*^  ing  their  country,  the  people  will,  wkh  pleafbre, 
**  fee  them  pafe  into  other  hands,  if  the  fruits  of 
**  their  labour  are  not  fnatched  from  their  own* 

**  In  order  to  attach  the  people  more  fbx>ngly 
'*  to  government,  a  certain  number  of  fmall  lucra* 
**  tive  employments  fhould  be  appropriated  to 
**  them ;  and  they  fhould  even  be  allowed  to 
**  indulge  the  hope  of  obtaining,  by  dint  of  merit,. 
**  magifterial  ojffices  of  importance, 

^*  The  laws  (continues  Ariflotle)  which  in  many 
^  oligarchies-  forbid  the  magiftrates  from  engaging 
**  in  commerce,  produce  two  excellent  eflTefts*: 
^  they  prevent  their  facrificing  to  the  interefl  of 
^  their  fortune,  thofe  moments  which  they  owe  to 
^  the  ftate ;  or  of  eftablifhing  a  monopoly  which 
*^  muft  be  ruinous  to  other  merchants. 

**  If  the  cenfiis  which  ranks  a  citizen  in  the  clafe 
^  ordained  to  govern  be  rated  too  high,  the  clafs* 
•*  will  not  be  fufficiently  numerous^,  and  thofe  wha 
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*^  by  intrigue  or  talents  are  raifed  to  the  head  of 
**  afiairsy  will  endeavour  to  maintain  their  ftations 
**  by  the  fame  means  :  their  rights  will  be  feen  ex- 
•*  tending  by  degrees :  they  will  arrogate  the  pri- 
**  vilege  of  chufing  their  own  aflbciates  :  and  they 
**  will  fupprefs,  in  fine,  all  forms,  and  fubftitute 
•*  their  wills  for  laws.  Then  the  government  will 
*^  be  found  in  the  laft  degree  of  corruption,  and 
**  an  oligarchy  exifting  in  an  oligarchy.  But  as  the 
**  people  are  equally  dangerous  whether  they 
**  cringe  to  their  fuperiors  or  their  fuperiors  cringe 
**  to  them,  they  ought  not  to  poffefs,  excluflively, 
"  the  right  of  judging,  or  of  confering  all  the 
"  offices  of  the  magiftracy :  for  when  that  is  the 
*'  cafe,  they  fbon  difcover,  by  the  members  of  the 
*^  rich  clafs  being  obliged,  meanly,  to  folicit  their 
"  fuffrages,  that  it  would  be  as  eafy  for  them 
"  to  retain  the  authority  as  to  difpofe  of  it." 

I  need  not  point  out  to  the  reader,  the  wifdon^i 
and  profound  difcermnent  difcoverable  in  thcfe 
principles ;  and  in  the  ikilful  combinations  of  the 
authority  which  governs  with  the  power  which 
obeys.  Whatever  arrangements  are  made,  this 
power  refts  always  with  the  people ;  and  the  only 
means  to  prevent  their  oppofing  the  laws,  is  to 
make  their  happincfs  depend  on  obeying  them. 
For  this  reafon  the  legiflator,  under  an  oligarchi- 
cal government,  makes  amends  to  the  people  for 
;heir  cxcluiion  from  the  highefl  offices^  by  allow- 
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ing  them  to  engage  in  lucrative  profeffions ;  and 
attaching  to  thofe  fituations,  at  which  they  muft 
not  afpire,  fuch  privations  and  expences,  as  will 
prevent  their  defiring  to  poflefs  them.  By  this 
means  the  poffibility,  and  the  hope  of  rifing  oy  dint 
of  merit  are  preferved,  and  the  pride  of  the  people 
is  not  wounded  by  an  abfolute  exclufion. 

Modern  legiflators  feem  to  have  loft  fighi  of 
thefe  wife  maxims.  By  accumulating  humiliations 
on  the  moft  numerous  clafs,  they  are  often  de- 
prived of  their  own  fuperiority ;  and,  in  endea- 
vouring to  be  every  thing,  they  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  danger  of  becoming  nothing. 

We  will  now  pafs  on  to  democracy  *,  and  fee 
what  Ariftotle  fays  upon  the  fubjed.     Born  in  a 

repub- 

*  M.  dc  la  Croix  is  certainly  not  corre6^  in  fpeaking  of  de- 
mocracy throughout  the  following  paflage,  as  a  U'gal  form  df  go- 
ycrnment.  Ariftotle  exprefsly  calls  it,  a  corruption  of  that  true 
popular  form  which  he  diftinguifhes  by  the  application  of  the 
name  common  to  all  forms ;  in  Greek,  politeia^  a  polity^  or,  as 
we  generally  exprcfs  it,  a  Jlate.  An  extract  from  Aridotle, 
given  in  pages  3  and  4  will  fully  prove  the  juftice  of  this  afTertioo. 

In  the  2d  chapter  of  the  4th  book  of  his  Treatife  on  Govern- 
ment, Ariftotle  again  fpeaks  of  democracy,  which  he  there  clafles 
•with  oligarchy  and  tyranny,  as  one  of  the  depraved  forms  ;  and 
quotes  the  authority  of  a  writer  who  had  preceded  him,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Plato,  to  prove  that  democracy,  if  it  did  indeed  dc- 
fcrve  to  be  clafled  with  the  better  forms  (which  was  not  agree- 

* 

able  to  Ariftotle 's  opinion)  was  the  worft  of  that  clafs.-  His 
Words  are  «'  This  fubje6l  has  been  already  treated  of,  by  one  df 
••  thofe  writers  who  have  gone  before  me,  though  his  fcntiment* 
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republican  (late,  his  opinion  of  that  form  of  go- 
vernment muft  carry  with  it  confiderable  authority. 

**  Liberty  (fays  he)  according  to  the  partifans 
^  of  popular  power,  can  only  be  found  in  demo.- 
**  cracy.  Liberty  is  the  principle  of  that  govern- 
*^  ment ;  it  gives  to  each  citizen  the  will  of  obey- 
**  ing,  and  the  power  of  commanding  :  it  renders 
**  him  matter  of  himfelf;  equal  toothers;  and 
•*  precious  to  the  ftate,  of  which  he  is  a  part, 

**  This  form  of  government  is  fubjeft  to  the 
^^  fame  revolutions  as  ariftocracy.  It  is  temperate 
**  in  thofe  places  where,  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
*^  eluding  an  ignorant  and  inquict  populace,  a  mo- 
"  derate  cenfus  is  ncceffary  to  qualify  men  for  a 
*^  (hare  in  the  adminiftration :  where  the  firft 
*^  clafs  of  citizens  are  not  viftims  to  the  hatred  and 
"jealoufy  of  the  lower  orders;  and,  in  fine, 
**  wherever  the  laws  have  fufficient  energy  to  en- 
^*  force  attention  even  in  the  moft  tumultuous  mo- 
*^  mcnts  ;   but  democracy  is  every  where  tyrann^r 

«  are  not  the  fame  as  mine  :  for  he  thought  that  of  all  ejcceUent 
**  conilitutions,  as  a  good  oligarchy  or  the  like,  a  democrary 
"  was  the  worft,  but  of  all  bad  ones  the  beft.  *  This  opinion  of 
Plato  carries  with  it,  perhaps,  more  convicflion  than  the  opinion 
of  Ariftotle ;  as  he  had  not,  like  the  ilagyrite,  enjoyed  the  favour 
pf  Philip^  aod  been  the  preceptor  of  Alexander  ;  but  from 
Jiving  at  Athens  where  democracy  was  ften  in  its  faireft  drcfs, 
fnay  be  fuppofed  to  have  imbibed  a  partiaJity  for  that  form  of 
government,  rather  than  for  monarchy,  or  ariftocracy  :  though 
frvth  obliged  him  to  fpeak  of  it  as  inferior  to  either. 
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^^  cb\,  when  the  poor  have  too  much  influence  in 
^^  public  deliberations.*' 

It  mufl  be  granted^  that  the  moil  dreadful  de- 
fpotifm  is  that  of  an  indigent  populace*  Too  ig- 
norant to  know  the  principles  •f  juftice  ;  too  im« 
petuous  to  obferve  any  order  in  their  decifions  ; 
too  avaricious  to  fet  bounds  to  their  demands,  or 
pay  any  refpeft  to  poflerity ;  and  too  ihort-iighted 
to  forefee  the  confequences  of  their  Vengeance ; 
whenever  they  award  favours,  or  decree  punifh- 
ments,  it  is  with  an  equal  difregard  of  equity. 

Ariflotle  attributes  the  exceilive  power  poflefled 
by  the  people  of  Athens,  to  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
cenfusj  by  which  the  right  of  filling  of&ces  was  re- 
gulated :  to  the  indulgence  granted  the  poor  of  giv- 
ing their  fuffrages  in  the  general  aflemblies,  and  in 
the  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  to  the  conunand  which 
popular  orators  had  acquired  over  the  multitude. 

*^  The  populace  (fays  Ariftotle)  were  hereto- 
**  fore  direded  by  the  military,  who,  more  than 
^*  once,  abufed  their  confidence  to  inflave  them. 
^*  And,  as  it  is  always  their  fate  to  ferve,  ambiti- 
*'  ous  men  have  arifen  in  thefe  later  times,  who  hayc 
^^  employed  their  talents  to  flatter  the  paflions  and 
^'  the  vices  of  the  multitude ;  to  intoxicate  them 
*^  with  an  opinion  of  their  power  and  their  glory ; 
*^  and  to  revive  their  hatred  againft  the  rich,  their 
•*  contempt  for  their  rulers,  and  their  love  of  inde- 
*^  pendence.    Their  triumph  is  that  of  eloquence, 

"  which 
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•*  which  fcems  to  have  arrived  at  perfoftlon  for  no 
•^  other  purpofe,  but  to  introduce  defpotifm  into 
**  the  bofom  of  liberty  itfelf. 

**  Republics,  happy  in  a  wife  adminiftration^  will 
•*  not  attend  to  thefe  dangerous  men ;  but  wherever 
*^  they  obtain  credit,  the  government  haftens  ra» 
**  pidly  to  the  utmoft  point  of  corruption ;  and  the 
**  people  contraft  the  vices  and  ferocity  of  tyrants/' 

When  we  find  Ariftotle  fpeaking  fo  forcibly 
againft  the  fpecies  of  orators,  known  under  the 
name  of  Demagoguesy  we  cannot  believe  that  he 
means  to  include  in  this  dangerous  clafs  of  public 
fpeakers,  thofe  who,  like  Demofthenes,  endea- 
voured to  rekindle  the  patriotifm  of  the  Athenians, 
by  the  fire  of  eloquence ;  and  to  revive  all  thofe 
great  virtues  which  feemed  extinguifhed  in  the 
fouls  of  their  fellow  citizens.  He  intended  to  de^ 
fcribe  thofe  falfe  patriots,  who,  by  exaggerating 
the  evils  which  they  felt  not,  and  the  abufes  by 
which  they  fought  to  profit ;  and  feigning  an  af- 
fection which  they  never  knew ;  impofed  on  the  cre- 
dulity and  ignorance  of  the  multitude;  excited 
their  paffions ;  and  ufed  them  as  inftruments  for 
removing  their  rivals,  and  obtaining  thofe  ho- 
nours at  which  their  ambition  afpired.  Such 
orators  as  thefe  are  truly  dangerous,  not  only  in 
a  republic  but  a  monarchy.  Eloquence  with^ 
out  virtue,  was,  perhaps,  lefs  to  be  feared  at 
Athens,  where  jhe  citizens  of  all  r^ks  pofleffed 
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fufHcient  knowledge  and  penetration  to  detcft  the 
fecret  deiigns  of  the  orator,  than  it  would  be  in  a 
large  city  peopled  with  artizans  and  hirelings,  lit- 
tic  accuftomed  to  liften  to  orators  of  another  dc- 
fcription ;  and,  unfortunately,  always  difpofed  to 
receive  the  firft  impreffions  which  wickednefs  and 
falAiood  ^re  willing  to  make. 

*^  In  a  democracy  (prqceed^  Ariftotle)  all  ma- 
f  *  gifterial  offices,  or  at  leaft  the  greater  part  of 
f^  them,  ftiould  be  <;onfQrred  by  ballot. 

**  It  is  cflential  that  offices,  military  ones  only 
f  ^  excepted,  (hould  be  but  rarely  granted  a  fecond 
*^  time  to  the  fame perfon;  for  all  the  citi:5ens (hould ^ 
f^  in  turn,  pafs  through  the  courts  of  juftice. 

."  A  fenate  (hould  be  eftabliftied  to  prepare  fuch 
*^  affairs  as  muft  be  determined  in  the  fupreme  na- 
**  tional  aflembly,  where  all  the  citizens  mayaffift : 
*^  and  where  a  right  of  precedence  (hould  bi^  granted 
*^  to  this  fenate,  and  to  thofe  who  regularly  attend 
''  the  alTembly.*' 

If  fuch  muft  be  the  conftitution  of  a  good  de- 
mocracy, the  impoflibility  of  applying  that  form  of 
government  to  a  ftate  which  comprehends  many 
provinces,  will  be  readily  admitted ;  and  that  it 
can  only  agree  with  a  (ingle  city,  fuch  as  Athens  was. 

We  ought,  in  a  particular  mai^ner,  to  guard  our* 
felves  fromde(iring  a  conftitution  where  judges  are 
taken  indifcriminately  from  every  clafs  of  citizens. 
Let  us  remember  that  it  was  fuch  judges  who  con* 

demned 
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demned  Meltiades,  the  (aviour  of  the  republic, 
to  be  cad  into  the  ditch  wh^re  malefa<fbors  perilh- 
ed;  and  who  commuted  this  punifhment  for  con^ 
finement  in  a  prifon,  where  he  died  of  his  wounds. 
It  was  fuch  alfo  who  baniflied  Ariilides,  becaufe 
the  furname  of  Jujl^  which  he  fo  well  merited, 
gave  umbrage  to  one  of  thefe  judges.  And  it  was 
fuch  who  condemned  Socrates  to  drink  poifon, 
and  ftruck  terror  through  the  fages  who  were  his 
.difciples. 

Having  feen  how  Ariftotle  defines  the  ariftocra- 
tic  and  deipocratic  conflitutions^  let  us  caft  our  eye 
on  the  government  of  Lacedemon,  which. v^  aa 
ariftocracy. 

At  Sparta  the  throne  was  occupied  by  two  -kings, 
fprung  from  two  different  houfes. 

If  one  of  thefe  kings  died,  his  eldeft  fon  fucceed- 
ed  him ;  and  the  fon  of  that  eldefl  fon  was  pre* 
ferred  before  his  uncles. 

If  the  king  died  without  either  fon  or  brother, 
the  crown  defcended  to  his  neareft  relation ;  but 
it  never  could  be  enjoyed  by  one  of  the  other  royal 
houfe. 

It  was  not,  however,  thought  fufficient  that  the 
authority  of  the  two  kings  (liould  be  balanced  by 
fhis  oppofition  of  interefts :  Lycurgus  was  willing 
to  reftrain  and  inftrud  the  kings,  by  a  council  of 
jwenty  eight  elders,  elected  by  the  fuffrages  of  the 
people* 

As 
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As  no  pttfon  could  be  eleded  into  this  council 
until  he  was  fixty  years  of  age^  the  Legiflator  did 
BOt  judge  it  neceflaiy  to  limit  the  term  of  holding 
this  office,  but  by  the  death  of  the  party. 

The  kings  could  not  iflue  any  order,  or  pafs  any 
decree,  without  the  concurrence  of  thefe  fenators : 
they  only  propofed  to  the  fenate  the  fubjcdt  for  de- 
liberation, and  each  of  their  voces  was  counted  as 
two  fuffrages. 

The  kings  could  never  be  abfent  from  the  re- 
public during  a  peace.  In  time  of  war  one  took 
the  fcommand  of  the  army,  and  the  other  remained 
in  the  midft  of  the  citizens. 

When  any  of  the  fenators  finiflied  his  career, 
his  (ucceflbr  was  eleAed  in  the  public  place :  each 
candidate  appeared  in  fucceffion,  regulated  by  bal- 
lot, and  pafled  round  the  circle  with  his  eyes  call 
down^  The  appearance  of  each  was  greeted  with 
fliouts  of  approbation  more  or  lefs  frequent ;  and 
thefe  plaudits  were  colleded  by  men  placed  pur- 
pofely  in  a  houfe  from  whence  they  could  not  lee 
the  candidates.  When  thofe  who  had  thus  col- 
lefted  the  voices  came  forward  to  declare  the  ma- 
jority, the  plaudits  were  manifefted  in  a  manner 
more  lively  and  determined ;  and  the  report  made 
by  them,  and  always  credited  by  people,  was  thus 
confirmed  by  their  voices. 

*^  In  this  honourable  ftruggle  (fa}rs  a  modern 
•'  writer)  virtue  could  only  be  overcpme  by  vir- 
•*  tue/' 

The 
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The  republic  of  Sparta  fupported  itfelf  for  a 
long  time  under  the  fingle  authority  of  its  two 
kings,  and  twenty  eight  fenators.  Five  ephort 
were  afterwards  added,  who  were  at  Lacedemon 
what  the  tribunes  were  at  Rome  i  they  performed 
the  duty  of  cenfors,  and  were  eleded  annually. 

As  the  ephori  were  chofen  from  every  clafs  of 
citizens  prpmifcuouily,  the  people  confidered  them 
as  tlieir  true  reprefentatives  ;  and  having  a  more 
immediate  hope  of  fucceeding  to  their  authority, 
it  was  extended  at  the  expence  of  that  of  the 
kings  and  fenators.  The  ephori  alone  remained 
fitting  when  the  kings  came  to  take  their  feats  at 
the  tribunals. 

If  a  king  was  accufed  of  having  violated  the  laws, 
or  betrayed  the  intereft  of  the  (late,  he  was  tried 
by  his  colleague,  the  twenty-eight  fenators,  and  the 
iive  ephori ;  who  condemned  him  to  pay  a  fine, 
and  fometimes  depofed  him. 

The  ephori  could  cite  one  of  the  kings  to  ap- 
pear at  their  tribunal ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  obey 
tm  third  citation. 

The  Spartans  met  every  month  in  general  aSem- 
bly.  There  all  affairs  were  brought  which  con- 
cerned the  public  :  fuch  as  regulating  the  fuc- 
cefiion  of  the  throne  ;  eleding  or  depofing  magi- 
ftrates;  pronouncing  judgment  upon  pubHc  offen- 
ders ;  and  decreeing  on  great  objedts  of  legiflation 
or  religion. 

Each 
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Each  perfon  who  aflifted  at  thefe  aiTemblies  had 
a  right  of  giving  hig  opinion  there,  if  he  had  at«r 
rained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  was  of  irreproach- 
able chara£ber ;  and  they  carried  their  attention  to 
this  point  to  fuch  a  rigid  extreme,  that  a  very  elo- 
quent citizen  having  made  a  propofal,  which  the 
alTembly  was  going  to  adopt,  a  fenator  arofe  with 
indignation  againft  the  ill  fame  of  the  orator ;  and 
caufed  the  fame  thing  to  be  propofcd  by  a  virtuous 
citizen,  that  the  republic  might  not  blufli  for  hav- 
ing followed  the  opinion  of  fo  contemptible  a 
man. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  one  refledion  on  this 
aft  of  fevere  virtue.  How  could  a  citizen,  fo  vile 
as  to  be  unworthy  of  giving  even  good  advice  to 
.  the  republic,  be  fuffered  to  remain  a  member  of  it  ? 
Surely  defpotifm  could  not  have  pufticd  the  abufe 
of  authority  to  a  greater  excefs  than  by  condemn-r 
ing  an  able  orator  to  iilence,  and  ravifhing  from 
him  the  honoyr  of  that  wife  advice  which  was 
adopted? 

When  any  affair  before  the  affembly  had  bera 
fufficiendy  explained,  a  thoufand  voices  were  heard 
at  once  for  the  negative  or  affirmative ;  and  when, 
after  many  trials,  it  was  impoffible  to  diftinguifti 
which  had  the  majority,  one  of  the  ephori  afcer- 
tained  it  by  counting  the  numbers  in  each  party, 
which  he  feparated  and  placed  on  different  fides. 

By  the  creation  of  the  ephori^  the  conftitutioa 
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which  Lycurgiis  had  given  to  Sparta  was  changed. 
The  kings  became  mere  (hadows  of  royalty ;  and 
the  fenate  trembled  before  the  power  of  thofe  new 
magiftrates. 

By  thus  oppofing  an  unlimited  authority,  to  that 
power  (the  limits  of  which  were  clearly  marked) 
poffeffed  by  the  two  kings,  and  the  twenty-eight 
fenators,  the  people  believed  they  ftiould  be  more 
free ;  but  they  became  more  oppreffed  by  defpot- 
ifin.  There  was  no  longer  that  rivalry,  between 
the  two  fovereigns  and  the  members  of  the  fenate, 
which  had  excited  each  to  endeavour  at  propofing 
the  beft  laws,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  triumph  of 
having  his  propofal  fanftioned  by  a  majority  of 
voices.  When  five  ephori  were  placed  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  this  auguft  power,  the  two  kings  found 
themfelves  unable  to  prevail  by  their  fufTrages  : 
and,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their  authority  by  the 
fupport  of  the  people,  they  propofed  laws  con- 
trary to  the  public  welfare,  but  favourable  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  multitude.  By  this  means  an 
ariftocracy  was  eftabliflied  in  an  ariftocracy. 
And  thus,  the  wife  inftitution  of  Lycurgus  being 
defaced  by  degrees,  the  government  of  Sparta, 
which  could  not  bear  a  mixt  conftitution,  began 
to  (hake,  and  was  foon  entirely  deftroyed. 

There  is,  in  the  fcience  of  government,  one  truth, 
of  which  legiflators  ought  never  to  lofe  fight,  when- 
ever the  principles  of  a  conftitution  fuffer  innova- 
tion :  it  is,  that  matters  fliould  be  rcftored,  even 

by 
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by' violent  meaas J  to  their  origiiuil  date ;  ortlut 
ibme  new  form  (hould  be  created,  more  adapted  to 
the  times  and  the  manners  of  the  people. 

All  the  parts  of  a  good  government  (hould  be  well 
ynited,  and  accord  well  together.  It  will  be  vici**^ 
^ted,  disjoined,  by  the  leaft  incongniity ;  and  any 
disjun&ion  opens  a  way  for  abufes,  which  foon  \m^ 
dermine  and  occafion  its  entire  ruin.  It  may  in* 
deed,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumftances,  and  its 
ancient  reputation,  fupport  itfelf  for  a  time,  but  its 
fall  will  be  at  lad  more  violent. 

This  very  caufe,  according  to  Ariftotle,  drew  on 
the  ruin  of  Carthage,  whofe  fall  he  had  foretold 
with  that  fpirit  of  wifdom,  which,  by  obferving  the 
alterations  introduced  into  its  government,  could 
Calculate  the  extent  of  its  refiflance  and  duration^ 

Carthage  had,  like  Sparta,  two  chiefs,  to  whom 
the  Greeks  gave  improperly  the  title  of  kings. 
Their  reign  was  annual,  and  they  might  be  chofen 
Out  of  different  houfes,  provided  they  were  rich 
and  ancient. 

A  numerous  fenate  formed  the  council  of  theft 
two  chief  magiftrates ;  and  there  all  the  important 
affairs  of  ftate  were  difcuffed.  Another  body  o( 
magifbrates,  one  hundred  and  four  in  number,  wa^ 
charged  with  maintaining  the  interefts  of  the  people. 

The  nation,  in  its  general  affemblies,  fandioned 
or  annulled  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  according  to 
the  report  made  of  them  by  the  two  chiefs  and  the 
fenators. 

All 
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All  magifterial  offices  were  conferred^  by  way  of 
ballot^  on  thofe  who^  from  their  feniority  and  for- 
tune^ were  entitled  to  fill  them ;  and  their  authori^ 
ty  was  limited  by  law*  The  general  of  an  army 
only,  was,  when  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  endow- 
ed with  unbounded  power :  but,  in  his  turn,  hft 
was  obliged  to  give  an  exa£b  account  of  his  opera- 
tions before  the  fenators,  whofe  decifions  were  fre^ 
quently  even  too  fevere. 

It  was  by  the  difbribution  of  thefe  powers  in  va- 
rious combinations,  that  Carthage,  as  proud  of 
her  liberty,  as  of  her  opulence,  had  always  op^ 
pofed  tyranny,  and  found  means  to  reftfl  the  ef- 
forts of  Greece,  animated  againfl  her  by  the  fpirii 
of  vengeance ;  and  even  to  counterbalance,  for  a 
long  time,  all  the  power  of  the  Romans. 

The  conflitution  of  Carthage  had,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  many  faults.  Neither  virtue  nor' 
merit,  without  the  addition  of  riches,  could  raifc 
their  pofTeflTor  to  the  magiftracy ;  becaufe  none 
could  pretend  to  thefe  offices,  without  paying  a 
iinfus  proportioned  to  the  dignity  of  the  office. 

The  fame  citizen  might  hoW,  at  the  fame  time, 
many  different  magifterial  offices;  by  which  the 
power  of  the  offices,  fo  combined,  waj  greatly  cir- 
Gumfcribed,  and  their  diftinft  authorities  frequent- 
ly confounded  :  a  natural  confequence  of  their  be- 
ing lodged  in  the  fame  hands; 

Commierce  was  not  forbidden  to  the  magiftrates ; 

which 
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which  frequently  caufed  them  to  facrificc  thcf  pub-' 
Jic  intereft  to  their  own. 

The  people^having  neither  magifterial  offices,  aor 
the  grand  refource  of  commerce  for  enlarging 
their  minds^  remained  in  a  ftate  of  abafemenc^  which 
confined  their  facuhies  and  contra6ted  their  idea$. 

When  one  of  this  lower  clafs  of  citizens  obtained 
any  lucrative  employment,  he  difputed  dignity  with 
the  ancient  fenatorial  houfes ;  but  as  he  breathed 
only  the  fentiments  of  vanity  and  felf-conceit,  he 
difgraced  the  magiftracy  with  which  he  believed 
himfclf  adorned. 

The  firft  citizens  had  at  leaft  the  fuperiority  ob-» 
tained  by  a  proper  education  and  a  habit  of  govern- 
ing ;  while  the  others  poffeffed  nothing  but  their 
ignorance,  and  an  arrogant  defire  of  humiliating 
their  colleagues,  by  drawing  from  them  the  fuffrages 
of  the  people,  who  are  always  difpofed  to  favour 
thofe  that  come  neareft  to  their  own  level* 

-  By  thus  conferring  the  high  offices  upon  the  rich*, 
inftead  of  bellowing  them  on  experience,  talents, 
and  virtue ;  and  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  con- 
fine the  qualification,  obtained  by  riches,  to  a  cer- 
tain clafs  accuftomed  to  govern  welly  authority  felt 
into  the  hands  of  men,  who  had  obtained  their 
^\  ealth  by  the  chance  and  frauds  of  trade  :  hence 
arofe  that  bafe  attachment  to  gold,  which  corrupt- 
ed every  heart,  and  forced  thofe  lamentations  from- 
Hannibal;  when,  alhamed  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he 

reproached 
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Reproached  them  for  havings  without  regret^  (kcrific- 
ed  their  arms^  their  veflels  to  the  Romans ;  and  yet 
fighing  over  the  lofs  of  their  money  and  their  jewels^ 
as  things  of  greater  eftimation  in  their  eyes  than 
the  means  of  recovering  their  h6noun 

In  examining  the  caufes  of  the  profperity 
and  fall  of  thefe  famous  republics^  we  muft  per- 
ceive the  importance  of  a  good  conftitution;  the 
neceffity  of  eftablifhing  it  on  the  principles  of 
juftice ;  of  making  it  clear  in  all  its  parts ;  of  for- 
tifying it  with  good  manners;  of  invefling  it  with 
public  fpirit ;  and  of  extending  over  it  umiverfally 
ihe  empire  of  virtue* 

I  (hall  not  leave  the  fubjedt  of  antiquity,  or  turn 
to  the  conftitutions  exifting  in  Europe,  until  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  the  two  famous  republics 
of  Athens  and  Rome  i  until  I  have  developed  the 
beauties  and  imperfedtions  of  their  governments ; 
and  evinced  their  decline  and  annihilation  to  have 
had  no  other  caufes  than  the  innovation  of  their 
conflitutions;  while  other  empires,  fuch  as  China, 
fupported  on  a  lefs  perfeft  Icgiflation,  have  rcfifled" 
the  torrent  of  ages,  by  the  refpedt  which  the  peo- 
ple have  never  ceafed  to  preferve  for  the  inftitutions 
of  their  firft  legillator* 

If  Ariftotle,  from  the  obfervations  he  was  en- 
abled, to  make,  concluded  that  monarchical  go- 
vernment was  the  mod  eligible  for  men  united  in 
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fociety,  how  rmich  more,  muft  we  fuppofc,  he 
would  have  been  convinced  of  this  truth,  if  hfc 
could  have  glanced  Ws  eye  through  futurity;  tod 
feen  a  pdwerfiil  monarch,  weary  of  long  injtiftice^ 
afcending  from  the  bofom  of  knowledge  to  the  (u*- 
blimefl  heights  of  rcafon  :  wifely  calculating  the 
rights  of  all  the  citizens :  breaking,  with  ft  vigor* 
ous  hand,  the  fetters  ih  which  the  fpirit  of  domina- 
tion bad  enthralled  his  noble  pinions :  fubftitiit- 
ing  cftabliftied  rules  for  arbitrary  will :  placing  all 
property  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  laws  :  exalting 
himfdf  to  the  heighth  of  executive  power,  by  thi 
impreffive  reprefentation  of  fovereignty :  reftrain- 
ing  perfidious  counfellors,  ftnd  the  ambitious  agents 
of  tyranny,  by  the  fear  of  a  tribunal,  the  protcdkor 
of  the  interefts  of  the  nation  :  poffeffiiig  the  Ikill  to 
leave  only  with  the  monarch  (yet  without  impair-* 
ing  the  fplendor  of  the  throne,  or  the  dignity  of 
majefty)  the  happy  power  of  difpenfing  benefits  j 
caufing  juflice  to  reign ;  intimidating  the  wicked  ; 
and  receiving,  in  the  midfl  of  public  profpcrity 
thofe  teftimonies  of  fidelity  and  afledion,  the  more 
gratifying  from  their  being  the  emanations  of  li* 
berty. 


CHAP: 
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E  hive  informed  ourreWes  what  is  a  true 
iariftocracy ;  and  how  little  that  form  of  government 
was  fupported  in  all  its  purity  even  in  Lacedemon. 
If  the  wifefl  people  upon  earth  could  not  habit- 
tiate  themfelves  to  live  under  the  Empire  of  two 
king$,  Whofe  powers,  counterbalancing  each  other^ 
J)oflcffed  no  eAergy,  but  when  they  mutually  contri- 
buted to  the  welfare  of  the  republic.  If,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  had  themfelves  chofeh  tWcilty-eight 
fenators,  who  were  raifed  by  their  ige,  by  their 
virtues,  to  the  fupreme  authority:  if,  hotwithftand- 
ing  they  poffeffed  the  power  of  annulling  in  their 
general  affemblies  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  they 
ftill  found  themfelves  governed  by  an  authority  not 
TufEciently  tempered,  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  the 
beft  ariftocracy  will  not  agree  with  men  who 
are  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  freedom  *• 

•  It  has  been  remarked  in  a  former  note,  that  thefe  ftri£tures 
on  ariftocracy  can  only  apply  to  a  government  purely  ariftocra- 
tical ;  and  in  no  deorrcc  to  the  ariftocratic  part  of  a  mixed  confll- 
tution  ;  where  its  power  is  counterpoifed  by  an  equal  weight  of 
monarchical  and  dcmocratical  infliienre;  and  all  its  evil  tenden- 
cies done  away  by  the  impofiibility  of  their  ever  attaining  their 
objcft. 

D  1  We 
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We  have  feen  in  the  conftitution  of  Carthage^  ait 
'  ^riilocracy  very  inferior  in  its  nature  to  that  of  Spar-« 
ta ;  and  which  in  the  end  degraded  the  minds  of  al) 
the  citizens,  becaufe  it  was  eftablifiied  on  a  vicious 
foundation ;  that  of<the  fuperiority  of  riches  ♦.  From 
thence  we  muft  conclude,  that  whenever  men,  in- 
ftead  of  confiding  the  care  of  their  profperity,  and 
the  maintenance  of  their  laws,  to  citizens  emi* 
nent  for  virtue,  depofit  them  exclufively  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  pay  the  largeft  cenjus  to  the  re-* 
public,  they  muft  expofe  themfelves  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  being  one  day  governed  by  magiflrates  mord- 
attached  to  riches,  the  fource  of  their  elevationj 
than  to  the  glory  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

By  fixing  the  reader's  attention  on  the  princi^ 
pies  which  conditute  an  anftocracyi  I  (hall  be  able 
to  demondrate  how  egregioufly  we  have,  in  our  re* 
cent  troubles,  mifapplied  the  term  of  ariftocratei 
which  neither  agrees  with  the  courtier,  the  foU 
dier,  or  the  ecclefiaftic^ 

Let  us  not  adopt  this  error;  but  diftinguifli 
ambition,  and  felfifhnefs,  defeds  too  natural  to 
men,  from  that  propenfity  for  dominion  which  cha- 
rafterizes  the  ariftocrate. 

True  ariftocracy  can  not  exift  but  in  bodies  in* 
vetted  with  public  power.     It  is  refpeftable,  if  it» 

•  The  term  ariftocracy  is  improperly  applied  here:  agovernmeot 
of  this  dcicription  is  an  oligarchy. 

tpembers 


And  th  Laws  of  Sobm.  37 

members  are  only  the  organs  of  the  general  will, 
;uid  the  defenders  of  the  law :  but  it  becomes  a 
monfter,  if  thofe  members  fubftitute  their  paflions 
in  the  place  of  that  will,  and  of  that  law  :  if  they 
make  them  fubfervient  to  their  luft  of  authority,  or 
to  their  vengeance :  if  they  facrifice  the  interefts 
of  the  citizens  to  the  projeds  of  defpotifm  :  or  if, 
to  aggrandize  their  own  powers,  they  make  them- 
felves  the  accomplices  of  tyranny,  at  the  rifk  of 
plunging  the  people  into  fervitude.  It  is  no  longp 
er  an  adjb  of  courage  to  attack  thofe  whofe  arifto- 
cracy  formed  a  humiliating  chain  for  the  nation  e 
let  our  wifdom  preferve  us  from  that  wfiich  may 
rife  out  of  its  ruins !  We  will  not,  however, 
obfcure  a  profpeft  of  future  happinefs  by  gloomy 
prefentiments ;  but,  turning  our  attention  from  the 
fcene  before  us,  diredt  it  to  former  times,  and  en* 
quire  whether  democracy  has  been  more  favour* 
able  than  ariftocracy  to  the  people  of  Greece. 

Popular  government  never  prevailed  more  fully 
than  at  Athens.  That  (late  had  been,  in  its  infancy, 
monarchical ;  but  became  an  ariftocracy  under  the 
firft  archons :  and  Solon  gave  it  afterwards  the  beft 
democratical  form*.  By  his  eftablilhment,  the 
fupreme    power   was    lodged  in  the  affemblies, 

*  The  form  of  government,  eftabliOied  by  Solon  at  Athens^  wis 
certainly  not  a  democracy,  but  that  popular  form  which  the 
preeks  termed  ppliteia,  and  we  call  a  date  or  %  coq^iponwealth. 

P  3  where 
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Wc  have  Teen  in  the  conftitution  of  Carthage^  W 
liriftocracy  very  inferior  in  its  nature  to  that  of  Spar-* 
ta ;  and  which  in  the  end  degraded  the  minds  of  al) 
the  citizens,  becaufe  it  was  eftablifiied  On  a  vicious 
foundation ;  that  of«the  fuperiority  of  riches  ♦.  From 
thence  we  muft  conclude,  that  whenever  men,  in- 
ftead  of  confiding  the  care  of  their  profperity,  aod 
jtlie  maintenance  of  their  laws,  to  citizens^  emi« 
nent  for  virtue,  depoiit  them  exclufively  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  pay  the  largeft  cenfus  to  the  re-* 
public,  they  mufl  expofe  themfelves  to  the  misfoir- 
tune  of  being  one  day  governed  by  ihagiftrates  mor^ 
attached  to  riches,  the  fource  of  their  elevation^ 
than  to  the  glory  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

By  fixing  the  reader^s  attention  on  the  princi^ 
pies  which  conditute  an  ariftocracyi  I  (hall  be  able 
to  demonflrate  how  egregioufly  we  havey  in  our  re- 
cent troubles,  mifapplied  the  term  of  arifiocrate; 
which  neither  agrees  with  the  courtier,  the  foU 
dier,  or  the  eccUfiaflic* 

Let  us  not  adopt  this  efror;  but  diftinguifh 
ambition,  and  feliifhnefs,  defefts  too  natural  to 
men,  from  that  propenfity  for  dominion  which  cha* 
radterizes  the  arifiocrate. 

True  ariftocracy  can  not  exifl  but  in  bodies  in* 
vefted  with  public  power.     It  is  refpeftabk,  if  its 

•  The  term  ariflocracy  is  improperly  applied  here:  agovernmeot 
of  this  deicription  is  an  oh'garchy. 
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mefiibcrs  are  only  the  organs  of  the  general  will, 
Ukd  the  defenders  of  the  law :  but  it  becomes  a 
monfter^  if  thofe  members  fubftitute  their  paflions 
in  the  place  of  that  will,  and  of  that  law  :  if  they 
jaiake  them  fubfervient  to  their  luft  of  authority,  or 
to  their  vengeance :  if  they  iacrifice  the  interefts 
of  the  citizens  to  the  prc^efts  of  defpotifm  :  or  if, 
to  aggrandize  their  own  powers,  they  make  them- 
ielves  the  accomplices  of  tyranny,  at  the  rifk  of 
plunging  the  people  into  fervitude.  It  is  no  longp 
er  an  aA  of  courage  to  attack  thofe  whofe  arifto- 
cracy  formed  a  humiliating  chain  for  the  nation  e 
let  our  wifdom  preferve  us  from  that  wfiich  may 
rife  out  of  its  ruins !  We  will  not,  however, 
obfcure  a  profpeft  of  future  happinefs  by  gloomy 
prefentiments ;  but,  turning  our  attention  from  the 
fceiie  before  us,  direct  it  to  former  times^  and  en* 
quire  whether  democracy  has  been  more  favour* 
able  than  ariftocracy  to  the  people  of  Greece. 

Popular  government  never  prevailed  more  fully 
than  at  Athens.  That  (late  had  been,  in  its  infancy, 
monarchical ;  but  became  an  ariftocracy  under  the 
firft  archons :  and  Solon  gave  it  afterwards  the  beft 
democratical  form*.  By  his  eftablilhment,  the 
fupreme    power   was    lodged  in  the  affcmblies, 

• 

*  The  form  of  government,  eftabliOied  by  Solon  at  Athens,  wis 
cemunly  not  a  dempcracy,  but  that  popular  form  which  the 
{vreeks  termed  ppliteia,  and  we  call  a  date  or  %  coQ»iponwealth. 
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where  all  the  citizens  had  a  right  to  affift,  an^ 
where  the^  deterpiined  op.  all  the  great  concero) 
of  the  ftate^ 

Solon  kiUcw  too  well  the  genius  of  the  Atheniani, 
to  believe  them  capable  of  introducing  ferious  and 
wife  difcuflton  in  thefe  aflemblies  :  he  eftabli(h94 
a  renate,.comp6fed  of  four  hundred. perfons,  taken 
from  the  four  tribes,  in  which  ail  the  citisBcn^  of 
Attica  were  included.  Tliefe  four  hundred  were 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  :  it  was  to  (heni 
all  affairs  were  propofedjOn  which  the  people  werq 
to  decide:'  they  examined  them  with  attention, 
and  afterwards  made  a  report  to  the  general  aflem*? 
bly?  Thus  one  of  the  fundamental  law3  of  the  re* 
public  was,  th&t  all  decifions.of  the  people  (boul4- 
be  preceded  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate. 

To  prevent  that  multitude  of  fulfrageSi  (which, 
from  their  reftlefihefs,  and  the  fluduation  of  their 
ideas,  may  be  compared  to  the  waves  agitated  and 
borne  along  by  every  wind)  from  being  hurried 
away  into  party  violence  or  falfe  opinions,  by  the 
impetuoiity  of  young  men^  it  was  ordained  that 
thofe  who  firft  gave  their  fuffrages  in  any  decifion 
Ihould  be  at  leaft  fifty  y?airs  old. 

Solon  was  not  ignoraiit  of  the  influence  of  word^, 
and  their  dangerous  effcds,  when  not  direfted  by 
an  enlightened  underftanding  and  a  virtuous  mind, 
He  fubmittcd  orators  to  a  trial  which  might  clofe 
the  lips  eyen  of  the  moft  eloquent. — He  ordered 

that 
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chat  no  orator  (hould  intermeddle  in  public  affairs, 
until  his  condud  had  undergone  an  exanuinationx 
and  every  citizen  was  permitted  to  prpf^cute^  ia 
the  courts  of  juftice,  any  orator  who  hia^  found 
neans  to  conceal  th$  irregularity  of  his:  Bianners 
on  thi^fevere  examination. 

Here,  as  at  Sparta,  a  citizen  could  npit  give  4 
firote  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty. 

When  any  affair  was  brought  into  the  aflembly, 
it  was  fir/l  decided,  whether  it  (hould  be  taken  in^^ 
to  confideration  or  not ;  for  the  people  bad  a  right, 
iibfoluc^ly  and  fimply,  to  rejed  the  decrees  of  the 
(enate ;  or  to  con^ro)  theon,  after  examination.  It 
iras  this  tbaf  made  a  ftranf^er  iay  ait  Athens^  Hen 
fiB^es  delibtrate  andfooli  dficida. 
«  It  is  not  Sufficient  to  obtain  juft  d^rees  from  the 
mukitude ;  the  execution  of  (hem  muft  be  cpnfid- 
0Sl  to  good  magtftratcs. 

If  the  period  of  holding  tnagifterial  offices  is  li«- 
mited,  and  ti^e  officers  eleded,  how  cai>  we  be  fure 
of  a  good  choice,  while  if  dep^ds  on  a  multitudj^, 
who  know  neither  how  to  diilingiu0i  merk,  nor  to 
defend  themfelves  from  fedudion  or  intrigue ;  and 
who  are  not  even  fufficiently  informed,  to  perceive 
that  their  welfare  depends  on  the  probity  of  thofe 
who  govern  tbern^  It  is  neceflary  to  place  a  curb 
on  the  ambition  of  ignorance ;  and,  to  break  that 
equality,  of  which  the  people  are  fo  jealous ;  partis 
cularly  in  a  democratic  (late* 

D  4  The 
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The  Athenian  legiilator  had^  as  we  have  ak'eady 
feen^  divided  the  citizens  into  four  clafles*  The 
firfl.  clafs  was  compofed  of  thofe  who  coUeAed  five 
hundred  meafures  of  corn  or  of  oil  on  their  own 
heritage :  the  fecond^  of  thoie  who  coUe<^ed  thre^ 
hundred  :  the  thirds  of  thofe  who  collected  two 
hundred :  the  poorercitizensformed  the  fourth  clafs : 
and  this  lafl  had  no  pretentions  to  the  magiftracy. 
If  this  exduiion  was  humiliating  to  the  artizans, 
they  were  made  amends  by  an  exemption  from  all 
impofts ;  and  this  was  doing  more  for  the  good  of 
that  clafs,  and  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  than  the 
admitting  them  to  the  dignity  of  archon ;  or  intro- 
ducing them  into  the  areopagus,  which  they  would 
frequently  have  degraded  by  their  vices*  Thi^ 
clafs  preferved  but  too  much  right  in  the  fovereign- 
ty,  by  their  votes  in  the  general  aifemblies,  where 
they  could  with-hold  their  voices  from  the  deci- 
iions  ifluing  from  the  fenate ;  and  which  they  fire* 
quentty  made  it  their  glory  to  ^nul,  more  from 
motives  of  caprice  than  equity. 

When  the  magifterial  offices  are  held  too  long 
by  the  fame  citizens,  they  give  an  afcendant  de- 
ftruftive  to  equality.  Solon  commanded  that  they 
fliould  be  granted  for  no  more  than  a  year.  There 
was  one  office  which  had  wifdom  alone  for  its  bafis ; 
which  took  no  part  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
republic ;  but  whofe  duty  was  to  watch  over  the 
manners  of  the  people.    It  derived  its  authority 

from 
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from  the  rcfped  borne  to  thofe  who  were  invefted 
with  it^  and  was  held  foi-  life.— This  w^s  the  <^€C 
of  an  areopagice. 

Indeed^  how  could  the  people  depend  on  any 
citizen  remaining  always  virtuous,  though  he  had 
(hewn  himfelf  during  one  year  a  model  of  vinue  } 
Wifdom,  on  the  contrary,  is  permanent.  He  who 
has  once  attained  its  fummit,  will  rarely  defcend ; 
but  he  who  has  not  yet  mounted  to  the  middle  of 
the  career,  can  never  be  borne  thither  by  the  votes 
of  the  i>eople.  This  diftin&ion  declared  the  fu^ 
blime  wifdom  of  the  legiflator» 

When  vacancies  happened  in  the  areopagus, 
they  were  filled  by  the  archons,  whofe  names  were 
infcribed,  if  their  condudt  was  judged  irreproach- 
able ;  and  thus  juftice,  after  having  difplayed  its 
zeal,  and  made  its  equity  (hine  in  the  eyes  of  all 
the  citi;z:ens,  wei^t  to  r^pofe  in  the  bofon^  of  wiff 
dom. 

The  great  ipconveniency  of  republican  governor 
ments,  is  the  inftability  of  their  decrees,  and  their 
perpetual  change  of  opinion ;  for  there  fadion  is 
continually  agitating  the  citizens  apd  Ihaking  the 
conftitutioa. 

To  prevent  this  danger  as  much  as  was  in  his 
power,  Solon  ordained  punifliment  for  all  citizens 
who,  in  the  time  of  trouble,  did  not  openly  declare 
themfelves  for  fome  pany ;  and  thus  the  freelt  of 
all  men  had  not  the  Ubeny  of  concealing  their  opi- 
nions^ 
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which  frequently  caiifed  them  ta  facrifice  thcf  pub-^* 
lie  intereft  to  their  own. 

The  people^ having  neither  magifterial  offices,  nor 
the  grand  refource  of  commerce  for  enlarging 
their  minds^  remained  in  a  ilate  of  abafement^  which 
confined  their  faculties  and  contrafted  their  idea$. 

When  one  of  this  lower  clafs  of  citizens  obtained 
any  lucrative  employment,  he  difputed  dignity  with 
the  ancient  fenatorial  houfes ;  but  as  he  breathed 
only  the  fentiments  of  vanity  and  felf-conceit,  he 
difgraced  the  magiflracy  with  which  he  believed 
himfelf  adorned. 

The  fi;il  citizens  had  at  lead  the  fuperiority  ob-* 
tained  by  a  proper  education  and  a  habit  of  govern- 
ing ;  while  the  others  pofTeflTed  nothing  but  their 
ignorance,  and  an  arrogant  defire  of  humiliating 
their  colleagues,  by  drawing  from  them  the  fuffrages 
of  the  people,  who  are  always  difpofed  to  favour 
thofe  that  come  neareft  to  their  own  level* 

-  By  thus  conferring  the  high  offices  upon  the  rfch', 
inftead  of  bellowing  them  on  experience,  talents, 
and  virtue  ;  and  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  con- 
fine the  qualification,  obtained  by  riches,  to  a  cer- 
tain clafs  accuftomed  to  govern  welly  authority  fell 
into  the  hands  of  men,  who  had  obtained  their 
^vealth  by  the  chance  and  frauds  of  trade  :  hence 
arofe  that  bafe  attachment  to  gold,  which  corrupt- 
ed every  heart,  and  forced  thofe  lamentations  from 
Hannibal;  when,  afhamed  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he 

reproached 
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{reproached  them  for  havings  without  regret^  (kcrifiG- 
ed  their  arms,  their  veflels  to  the  Romans ;  and  yet 
figfaing  over  the  lofs  of  their  money  and  their  jewels, 
as  things  of  greater  eftimation  in  their  eyes  than 
the  means  of  recovering  their  h6nour. 

In  examining  the  caufes  of  the  prosperity 
and  fall  of  thefe  famous  republics,  we  muil  per- 
ceive the  importance  of  a  good  conftitution;  the 
neceffity  of  eftablifhing  it  on  the  principles  of 
juftice ;  of  making  it  clear  in  all  its  parts ;  of  for- 
tifying it  with  good  manners ^^  of  invefting  it  with 
public  fpirit ;  and  of  extending  over  it  ulniverfally 
the  empire  of  virtue* 

I  (hall  not  leave  the  fubjed  of  antiquity,  of  turn 
to  the  conftitutions  exifting  in  Europe,  until  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  the  two  famous  republics 
of  Athens  and  Rome :  until  I  have  developed  the 
beauties  and  impcrfeftions  of  their  governments ; 
and  evinced  their  decline  and  annihilation  to  have 
had  no  other  caufes  than  the  innovation  of  their 
conftitutions;  while  other  empires,  fuch  as  China, 
fupported  on  a  lefs  perfed  Icgiflation,  have  rcfifted" 
the  torrent  of  ages,  by  the  refpcft  which  the  peo- 
ple have  never  ceafed  to  preferve  for  the  inftitutions 
of  their  firft  legiflator* 

If  Ariftotle,   from  the  obfervations  he  was  en- 
abled to  make,  concluded  that  monarchical  go- 
vernment was  the  moft  eligible  for  men  united  in 
Voi.  I.  D  fociety, 
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focicty,  how  rmich  more,  muft  we  fuppofe,  he 
would  have  been  convinced  of  this  truth,  if  he 
could  have  glanced  his  eye  through  futurity;  tod 
feen  a  pdwcrful  monarch,  weary  of  long  injustice, 
afcending  from  the  bofom  of  knowledge  to  the  fu- 
blimeft  heights  of  reafon  :  wifely  calculating  the 
rights  of  all  the  citizens :  breaking,  with  a  vigor* 
ons  hand,  the  fetters  ih  which  the  fpirit  of  domina- 
tion had  enthralled  his  noble  pinions :  fubflmit- 
ing  eftabliftied  rules  for  arbitrary  will :  placing  all 
property  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  laws  :  exalting 
kimfdf  to  the  heighth  of  executive  power,  by  thd 
impreflive  reprefentation  of  fovereignty :  reftrain- 
ing  perfidious  counfellors,  and  the  ambitious  agents 
of  tyranny,  by  the  fear  of  a  tribunal,  the  proteftor 
df  the  interefts  of  the  nation  :  poffeflihg  the  Ikill  to 
leave  only  with  the  monarch  (yet  without  impair- 
ing the  fplendor  of  the  throne,  or  the  dignity  of 
ftiajefty)  the  happy  power  of  difpenfing  benefits ; 
caufing  juftice  to  reign ;  intimidating  the  wicked  ; 
ahd  receiving,  in  the  midft  of  public  profpcrity 
thofe  teftimonies  of  fidelity  and  afleftion,  the  more 
gratifying  from  their  beiiig  the  emanations  of  li- 
berty. 


CHAP; 
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E  hive  informed  ourfeWes  what  is  a  true 
iariftocracy ;  and  how  little  that  form  of  government 
Was  fupported  in  all  its  purity  even  in  Lacedemon. 
If  the  wifeft  people  upon  earth  could  hot  habit- 
uate themfelves  to  liVe  under  the  Empire  of  two 
kings,  Whofe  powers,  counterbalancing  each  other, 
Jyofleffed  no  eiiergy,  but  when  they  mutually  contri- 

» 

buted  to  the  welfare  of  the  Republic.  If,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  had  themfelves  chofeh  tWcttty-eight 
fenators,  who  were  raifed  by  their  age,  by  their 
virtues,  to  the  fupreme  authority :  if,  hotwithftand- 
ing  they  poffeffed  the  power  of  annulling  in  their 
general  affemblies  the  decrees  of  the  fenaie,  they 
ftill  found  themfelves  governed  by  an  authority  not 
fufEciently  tempered,  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  the 
bed  ariflocracy  will  not  agree  with  men  who 
are  afluated  by  a  fpirit  of  freedom  *. 

•  It  has  been  remarked  in  a  former  note,  that  thefe  ftri£hires 
on  ariftocracy  can  only  apply  to  a  government  purely  ariflocra- 
tical ;  and  in  no  dej^rce  to  the  ariftocratic  part  of  a  mixed  confli« 
tution  ;  where  its  power  is  counterpoifed  by  an  equal  weight  of 
monarchical  and  dcmocratical  influence;  and  all  its  evil  tenden- 
cies done  away  hy  the  impofTibility  of  their  ever  attaining  their 
objeft. 

D  2  We 
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We  have  Teen  in  the  conftitution  of  Carthage^  tA 
liriftocracy  very  inferior  in  its  nature  to  that  of  Spar- 
ta ;  and  which  in  the  end  degraded  the  minds  of  al) 
the  citizens,  becaufe  it  was  eftablifiied  On  a  vicious 
foundation ;  that  of^he  fuperiority  of  riches  ♦.  From 
thence  we  muft  conclude,  that  whenever  men;  in- 
ftead  of  confiding  the  care  of  their  profperity,  aod 
tlie  maintenance  of  their  laws,  to  citizens  emi« 
nent  for  virtue,  depofit  them  exclufively  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  pay  the  largeft  cenjus  to  the  re-* 
public,  they  mufl  expofe  themfelves  to  the  misfoir- 
tune  of  being  one  day  governed  by  ihagiftrates  mor^ 
attached  to  riches,  the  fource  of  their  elevation^ 
than  to  the  glory  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

By  fixing  the  rtader^s  attention  on  the  princi^ 
pies  which  conditute  an  ariftocracyi  I  (hall  be  able 
to  demonflrate  how  egregioufly  we  have,  in  our  re- 
cent troubles,  mifapplied  the  term  of  arijtocratei 
which  neither  agrees  with  the  courtier,  the  fol* 
dier,  or  the  ecclefiaftic* 

Let  us  not  adopt  this  efror;  but  diftinguiih 
ambition,  and  feliifhnefs,  defeats  too  natural  to 
men,  from  that  propenfity  for  dominion  which  cha* 
radterizes  the  ariflocriate. 

True  ariftocracy  can  not  exift  but  in  bodies  in* 
vefted  with  public  power.     It  is  refpeftable,  if  its 

•  The  term  ariflocracy  is  improperly  applied  here:  agovernmeot 
of  this  dc(crsption  is  an  oligarchy. 

(pembers 
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members  are  only  the  organs  of  the  general  will, 
and  the  defenders  of  the  law:  but  it  becomes  a 
monfter^  if  thofe  members  fubflitute  their  paffions 
in  the  place  of  that  will,  and  of  that  law  :  if  they 
make  them  fubfervient  to  their  lull  of  authority,  or 
to  their  vengeance :  if  they  facrifice  the  interefts 
of  the  citizens  to  the  prcjeds  of  defpotifm  :  or  if, 
to  aggrandize  their  own  powers,  they  make  them- 
ielves  the  accomplices  of  tyranny,  at  the  rifk  of 
plunging  the  people  into  fervitude.  It  is  no  longp 
cr  an  adt  of  courage  to  attack  thofe  whofe  arifto- 
cracy  formed  a  humiliating  chain  for  the  nation  e 
let  our  wifdom  preferve  us  from  that  which  may 
rife  out  of  its  ruins!  We  will  not,  however, 
obfcure  a  profpeft  of  future  happinefs  by  gloomy 
prefentiments ;  but,  turning  our  attention  from  the 
fceiie  before  us,  diredt  it  to  former  times,  and  en* 
quire  whether  democracy  has  been  more  favour- 
able  than  ariftocracy  to  the  people  of  Greece. 

Popular  government  never  prevailed  more  fully 
than  at  Athens*  That  (late  had  been,  in  its  infancy, 
monarchical ;  but  became  an  ariftocracy  under  the 
firft  archons :  and  Solon  gave  it  afterwards  the  beft 
democratical  form*.  By  his  eftablilhment,  the 
fupreme    power   was    lodged  in  the  aifemblies, 

*  The  fbnn  of  government,  eftabliOied  by  Solon  at  Athens,  wis 
certainly  not  a  democracy,  but  that  popular  form  which  the 
{vreeks  termed  ppliteia,  and  we  call  a  ftate  or  %  <:04^iponwealth. 

* 

P  3  where 
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whei*eali  the  citizens  had  a  right  to  tffifti 
where  thcf  deterpiiiied  o(i  tU  the  great  concerni 
of  the  ftate^ 

Solon  kiHew  too  well  the  genius  of  the  Athenitnii 
to  believe  them  capable  of  introducing  ferious  lUid 
wife  difcuffion  in  thefe  aflemblies  :  he  eftabli(he4 
a  renate,.compbfed  of  four  hundred. perfons,  taken 
from  the  four  tribes,  in  which  ail  the  acizem-  of 
Attica  were  included.  Tliefe  four  hundred  were 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  :  it  was  to  (heni 
all  affairs  were  propofed,.on  which  the  people  were 
to  decide :'  they  examined  them  with  attention, 
and  afterwards  made  a  report  to  the  general  afletn-? 
bly.  Thus  one  of  the  fundamental  law3  of  the  re* 
public  was,  th&t  all  decifipns.of  the  people  (houl4- 
be  preceded  by  a  decrcp  of  the  fenate. 

To  prevent  that  multitude  of  fuflfrageSi  (which, 
from  thet£  reftlefihefs,  and  the  fluduation  of  their 
ideas,  may  be  compared  to  the  waves  agitated  and 
borne  along  by  every  wind)  from  being  hurried 
away  into  party  violence  or  falfe  opinions,  by  th^ 
impetuoiity  of  young  men,  it  was  ordained  that 
thofe  who  firft  gave  thfjir  fufFrages  in  any  decifion 
Ihould  be  at  Icaft  fifty  y?ars  old. 

Solon  was  not  ignorant  of  the  influence  of  words^ 
and  their  dangerous  cffcdts,  when  not  direfted  by 
an  enlightened  underftandipg  and  a  virtuous  mind, 
He  fubmittcd  orators  to  a  trial  which  might  clofe 
the  lips  eyen  of  the  moft  eloquent. — He  ordered 

that 
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chat  no  orator  (hould  intejn^eddle  in  public  affairs, 
until  his  condud  had  undergone  an  examination  x 
aad  every  citizen  was  permitted  to  prpf^cute^  in 
the  couns  of  juftice,  any  orator  who  lupA  found 
means  tp  conceal  th(  irregularity  of  his.  v^anners 
on  thi^  fevere  examination. 

Here,  as  at  Sparta,  a  citizen  could  aOt  give  4 
irote  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  thirty. 

When  any  affair  was  brought  into  the  aflembly, 
{t  was  fir/l  decided,  whether  it  (hould  be  taken  in^^ 
to  consideration  or  not ;  for  the  people- .had  a  right, 
abfoluit^ly  and  fimply,  to  rejed  the  decrees  of  the 
(cnace ;  ^or  to  con$rm  them,  after  examination.  It 
«ras  this  thaf  made  a  ftranf^er  iay  ait  Athens^  Hen 
fages  deliberate  0H4foQis  dficide. 
.  It  is  not  i!uf5.cient  to  obtain  juil  d^rees  from  the 
mukitude;  the  execution  of  (hem  muft  b^  confid- 
0Sl  to  good  magtftrates. 

If  the  period  of  holding  magifterial  ofEces  is  li«- 
mited,  and  \^t  olficers  eleded,  how  cai>  we  be  fure 
of  a  good  choice,  while  if  depends  oxi  a  multitude, 
who  know  neither  how  to  diilingui0i  merit,  nor  to 
defend  themfelves  from  fedudion  or  intrigue ;  and 
who  are  not  even  fufSciently  informed,  to  perceive 
that  their  welfare  depends  on  the  probity  of  thofe 
who  govern  thern^  It  is  oeceflary  to  place  a  curb 
on  the  ambition  of  ignorance ;  and,  to  break  that 
equality,  of  which  the  people  are  fo  jealous;  parti- 
cularly in  a  democratic  ilatc 
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become  habituated  to  approve  good  decrees. 
Many  of  them,  endowed  with  fome  talents,  would 
have  mounted  the  roftrum,  and  argued  againft  de- 
cifions  contrary  to  law  and  equity  ;  and  the  magi- 
Urates^  awed  by  the  watchfulnefs  of  that  body, 
their  fupreme  judge,  would  have  dreaded  its  cen- 
furc,  aild  all  the  decrees  of  the  affembly  would 
have  borne  the  charafter  of  wifdom.  Generals, 
who  could  only  hope  to  be  reftored  to  command 
in  confequence  of  their  fuccefs,  would  have  nc- 
glefted  nothing  for  extending  their  knowledge  in 
the  art  of  war.  The  public  treafury  would  have 
been  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  which 
would  not  have  been  converted  into  a  fource  of 
'  plcafurc,  and  a  fund  for  the  fupply  of  idlencfs, 
while  the  people  would  have  become  lefs  unjuft,  and 
lefs  greedy  of  conquefts. 

The  arts  would  have  been  confecrated  only  to 
immortalizing  memorable  adions ;  and  the  thea- 
tres would  have  been  ufed  for  no  purpofe  but 
exalting  men's  minds,  by  the  reprefentation  of  he- 
roic aftions,  and  the  repetition  of  virtuous  maxims. 
The  love  of  liberty  becoming  more  energetic  in 
every  breaft,  Demofthenes  need  not  have  employed 
fo  many  efforts  for  flopping  the  ambition  of  Philip ; 
and  the  fiicceffors  of  Alexander  would  have  found 
in  Athens  a  power  of  reliftance  fufficient  to  main- 
tain the  conftitution  and  liberty  of  its  citizens. 

The 
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The  truth  is,  a  popular  government  is,  as  has 
been  already  faid,  the  moft  difficult  of  any  to  main- 
tain ;  and  that  difficulty  increafes  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  which  is  acquired  by  the  nation  in  which 
is  eftabliflied. 

The  more  citizens  there  are  in  a  democracy,  the 
greater  muft  be  the  number  of  poor,  and  ignorant 
men  ;  without  manners  and  without  principles.  If, 
therefore,  you  fubmit  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
the  management  of  the  finances,  and  all  the  great 
concerns  of  the  public,  to  a  plurality  of  fuifrages, 
without  diftindion  ;  and  if  the  vote  of  a  mercenary 
has  the  fame  weight  with  that  of  a  fetiator ;  how 
will  you  be  fure  of  preventing  injuftice ;  a  wafte  of 
the  public  treafurc ;  and  the  adoption  of  ralh  pro- 
jefts  ?  How  can  the  general  will  be  collected  in  a 
great  and  populous  (late  ?  Or  how  Ihall  wifdom, 
folemnity,  and  gravity  be  made  to  agree  with  the 
tumult,  the  clamour,  and  the  impetuofity  of  an  im- 
nieni'e  alFembly?  If  you  divide  the  ftate  into 
many  republics,  where  the  opinion  of  each  tribe . 
muft.be  taken,  you  will  only  weaken  the  whole, 
without  eftablilhing  unanimity  among  the  parts. 

Never  prefentto  the  people  a  chimerical  equali- 
ty :  though  they  are. the  original  fource  of  power, 
they  are  formed  for  obeying,  not  to  be  obeyed ; 
but  they  ought  only  to  obey  reafon  and  equity. 
Eftablifh  therefore  thefe  two  auguft  powers  in  the 
cpipire;  fortify  them  with  all  your  energy;  let  all 
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authority  bend  before  them ;  and  make  them  pre- 
dominate over  the  monarch  and  the  magiflrate; 
over  the  foldier  and  the  citizen.  The  empire  of  a 
good  conftitution  is  true  liberty.  The  right  of 
making  the  conftitution  bend  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  is  dangerous  ariftocracy.  The  ability  of 
filencing  it  is  defpotifm ;  and  the  power  of  troubling 
and  confounding  it  is  anarchy. 

We  have  feen  the  conftitution  of  Solon  dcftroycd 
as  foon  as  formed  :  let  us  examine  whether  his  le- 
giflation  was  well  adapted  to  his  plan  of  government. 

The  conftitution  is  the  public  edifice :  the  legi- 
flation  is  the  regimen  of  thofe  who  inhabit  it. 
What  avails  it  that  you  have  given  a  beautiful  ha- 
bitation to  a  great  family,  if  they  find  not  there 
fecurity  and  peace  ? 

By  the  laws  of  Solon,  all  citizens,  who  received 
any  wrong,  could  demand  full  reparation ;  but,  ta 
prevent  calumny,  the  accufer  was  obliged  to  depo- 
fit  a  certain  fum,  which  was  forfeited  to  the  accufed, 
if  the  profecutor  did  not  come  forward  to  flibftan- 
tiate  his  charge*  The  indigent,  the  minor,  the 
woman,  and  the  (lave,  were  under  the  proteftion  of 
all  the  citizens,  and  every  citizen  was  authorifed 
to  profecute  their  injurers,  as  if  they  were  their 
own.  Solon  fupported  this  law  with  a  fine  maxim  : 
Inhere  would  be  no  injufiice  in  a  city  (faid  he)  if  alltht 
citizens  were  as  mucjj  difgujied  with  it,  as  thofe  on 
whom  it  has  been  pradlifed^ 

Liberty 
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Liberty  is,  according  to  Solon,  a  pofleflion  of 
which  a  man  can  no  more  difpofe  than  of  his  life. 
Thus  he  did  not  admit  of  perfonal  fecurity  either 
for  debt,  or  any  account  whatever.  A  fimilar  law 
among  us  would  perhaps  be  more  beneficial  than 
injurious  even  to  commerce.  The  debtor,  who  re- 
fofes  to  pay  what  he  owes,  is  either  diflioneft  or 
unfortunate.  Tf  he  is  diihoneft,  punifti  him  for  his 
difhonefty ;  but  if  he  is  unfortunate,  why  add  cap- 
tivity to  his  other  diftrefles.  Do  not  thofe  who 
lend  fpeculate  on  the  love  of  liberty  ? 

If  confidence  is  the  foul  of  commerce,  it  will  ne- 
ver be  reftored  to  life  by  the  dread  of  a  prifon. 

Let  the  name  of  the  diflioneft  debtor  be  infcribcd 
in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  in  all  public  places. 
Let  him  be  deprived  of  all  honours,  and  of  all 
municipal  funftions  ;  and  let  him  be  forbidden  to 
engage  in  commerce  :  but  involve  not  his  wife  and 
family  in  the  fentence,  unlefs  he  has  provoked  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  by  fomc  notorious  fraud.  Leaft 
of  all  would  I  have  the  father  of  a  family  in  fetters, 
and  doomed  to  inhabit  the  abode  of  guilt,  for  not 
being  able  to  pay  for  the"  milk  that  has  fuftained 
his  infant.  If  he  had  been  willing  to  forget  the 
duties  of  a  parent,  and  had  caft  the  fruits  of  his 
marriage  into  the  bofom  of  fome  public  charity,  he 
would  have  been  free,  becaufe  he  had  been  unna- 
tural. 

Let  the  law  grant  to  the  nurfe  a  right  over  the 
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property  of  the  father ;  but  let  her  not  be  author- 
ifed  to  aggravate  his  indigence  by  depriving  him 
of  the  power  of  working,  to  c^cquit  the  n^ott  iacred 
debt,  and  fupport  his  other  children. 

Solon  inftituted  one  very  wife  law.  An  injured 
perfon  may  not  be  willing  to  deliver  up  the  citizen 
againft  whom  he  has  caufe  of  complaint,  to  the  utr 
inoft  feverity.  In  that  cafe  he  made  his  complaint, 
in  th^  charaAer  of  difimple  individi^ah  ^^^d  as  fuch 
he  CQuld  demand  only  reparation  for  the  wrong  he 
had  experienced.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  acr 
cqfer  proceeded,  as  a  citizen^  the  accufation  was  a 
public  concern,  and  the  accufed  party  was  profe- 
cuted  according  to  the  full  rigour  of  the  law; 

A  fimilar  diftindion  to  jhat  juft  mentioned,  has 
been  frequently  defired  in  France,  particularly  ia 
inftances  of  domcftic  theft ;  a  child  daring  to  lift 
a  hand  againll  the  authors  of  its  exiftence ;  and  the 
forcible  violation  of  chaftity  ;  by  each  of  which  ca- 
pital punifliment  is  incurred  :  and  the  injured  party 
is  either  compelled  to  let  the  crime  pafs  with  imr 
punity,  or  deliver  the  criminal  to  a  puniflimcnt  too 
fcverc. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  families,  Solon  authorifed 
adoption  :   but,  that  the  adopted  child  might  not 
be  wholly  torn  from  his  natural  parents,  he  was 
permitted  to  return  to  them,  after  having  left  a  . 
child  in  the  family  which  had  adopted  him. 

This  wife  Icgillator  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to 
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condemn  a  young  wife  to  live  all  her  days  under 
the  authority  of  a  hufband,  who  rendered  himfelf 
odious  by  his  ill-humour,  his  vices,  or  his  bad 
treatment  of  her.  He  direfted  a  means  of  break- 
ing a  chain  which  was  become  too  irkfome.  But 
the  wife  could  not  obtain  a  divorce,  until  after  (he 
had  in  perfon  prefented  her  requeft  of  feparation 
to  the  judges ;  who,  if  they  approved  her  motives, 
fet  her  free  from  the  yoke. 

A  hufband  could  not  repudate  his  wife  without 
returning  her  portion ;  or,  if  Ihe  did  not  bring 
him  any,  he  was  obliged  to  give  her  a  penfion  for 
her  Tupport:  and  indeed  it  would  not  have  been 
juft  to  difmifs  her  from  the  arms  of  inconftancy 
poorer  than  (he  was  received  into  them ;  for  as 
flie  could  no  longer  offer,  to  a  new  hufband,  the 
jewel  which  had  increafed  the  value  of  her  perfon, 
fhe  ought  at  lead  to  carry  to  him  the  recompenfe 
of  widowhood. 

To  prevent  a  citizen  being  reduced  to  live  in 
idlenefs,  or  to  lead  a  life  of  extreme  mifery,  he 
was  not  permitted  to  fell  the  ground  he  cultivated ; 
at  leaft  not  unlefs  he  was  conftrained  to  it  by  ab- 
folute  neceffity. 

This  law,  which  appears  at  firft  view  to  be  inju- 
rious to  property,  and  to  the  free  power  of  difpof- 
ing  of  it,  might  produce  very  happy  effefts  :  it 
prevented  the  too  great  inequality  of  landed  cflates ; 
And  by  keeping  the  poor  employf4  in  the  cultiva- 
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tion  of  their  inheritances,  it  prevented  their  bufy- 
ing  themfelves  in  public  affairs ;  where  they  fel- 
dom  do  any  thing  but  prove  their  ignorance,  and 
occafion  tumult. 

An  Athenian,  who  had  children,  could  not  dif- 
pofe  of  his  property  but  in  their  favour.  If  he  had 
no  offspring,  he  might  chufe  an  heir  in  any  other 
family. 

If  one  only  daughter  was  left,  the  neareft  rela- 
tion had  a  right  to  marry  her  ;  and  this  right  was 
•  fo  inconteftable,  that  he  could  caufe  any  previous 
marriage  of  fuch  an  heirefs  to  be  broken,  when  fhc 
came  to  the  poffeffion  of  her  inheritance,  if  derived 
from  a  father  who  had  died  without  male  iffue. 

All  our  refpect  for  the  wifdom  of  Solon  could  ne- 
ver n>ake  us  adopt  a  fimilar  law.  If  there  fliould  be 
any  thing  free  in  life,  it  is  the  aft  of  marriage.  If  a 
daughter  ought  never  to  be  forced  to  give  her  hand 
in  marriage  againft  the  inclination  of  her  heart, 
fhe  ought  ftill  lefs  to  be  compelled  to  quit  the  bed 
of  the  hulband  (he  has  chofen,  and  follow  that 
neareft  relation,  who  claims  her  only  on  account  of 
the  fortune  (he  enjoys  as  an  heirefs. 

Solon,  in  eftablifliing  this  law,  had  fo  entirely  in 
view  the  keeping  of  fortunes  in  the  fame  families, 
that  this  viftim  of  intereft  had  a  right  to  repudate 
her  new  huft)and,  if  (he  had  not  children ;  and  to 
wed,  in  expeftation  of  becoming  a  mother,  the  near- 
eft relation  of  him  who  had  dilappointed  her  hopes. 

Such 
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Such  regulations,  on  whatever  political  principles 
they  may  be  formed,  are  too  unnatural  to  be  lawfuK 

A  much  wifer  law,  particularly  in  a  democracy, 
where  each  member,  confidered  as  belonging  to 
one  great  family,  is  bound  to  aflifl  the  reft,  was  that 
which  permitted  an  orphan,  without  fortune,  to  re- 
quire her  neareft  relation  either  to  marry  her  him- 
fclf,  or  affign  her  a  portion, 

Solon  willing  to  bani(h  idlenefs  from  the  repub- 
lie,  branded,  with  infamy,  that  induftry  which 
confifts  in  living  at  the  expence  of  the  confidence, 
or  labour  of  others. 

The  areopagus  was  charged  with  inquiring  in 
what  manner  each  individual  provided  for  his  fub* 
iiftence. 

If  fuch  a  law  fubfifted  among  us,  how  many  in* 
dividuals,  alarmed  at  that  kind  of  inquifltion, 
would  chufe  to  avoid  it  by  feeking  elfcwhere  what 
they  call  liberty. 

The  legiflator  of  Athens  was  dcfirous,  above 
every  thing,  to  make  the  moral  virtues  reign 
throughout  his  ftate.  Public  fchools  were  opened 
there,  and  thofe  preceptors  whofe  virti>e  and  re- 
fpeft  for  innocence  had  been  fully  proved,  dire<5ted 
the  ftudies  of  infancy.  Solon,  who  had  undoubt- 
edly been  (hocked  at  obferving  the  errors  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  propenfities, 
in  a  country  where  pure  love  had  been  too  fre- 
quently offended,  armed  himfelf  with  the  utmoft 
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fevcrity  agaiaft  its  vicious  enemies  :  he  condemned 
to  death  all  ilrangers  who  introduced  themfelves 
into  the  aflylums  confervated  to  inftrudUon^  and 
CO  the  filencc  of  IIikIv. 

Debauchery  vras  punKhed  in  all  the  citizens  with 
privation  of  titles,  and  exclufion  from  the  pried- 
hood  and  the  magtfbracy. 

An  archon,  who  had  dared  to  appear  in  public 
with  the  inlignia  of  his  dignity  when  in  a  ftate  of 
intoxication,  incurred  the  pain  of  death.  This 
extreme  feverity,  when  it  fprings  from  a  great  re- 
gard for  morality,  has  fomething  in  it  that  com- 
mands our  reverence ;  and  we  feel  ourfelves  much 
difpofed  to  honour  Solon,  when  we  obferve  him 
foftening  the  punilhments  ordained  by  Dracon  for 
private  offences,  and  referving  his  feverity  for  thofe 
which  miflead  youth,  or  degrade  the  dignity  of 
magiftrates. 

A  fon  was  bound  to  fupport  in  their  old  age 
thofe  from  whom  he  derived  exiftence  ;  but  if  his 
mother  was  a  courtizan,  he  owed  no  attention  to 
her  who  had  effaced  the  ties  of  blood  by  the  Ihame 
c^fuch  an  alliance. 

The  children  of  thofe  who  were  killed  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  were  reared  at  the  expence  of  the 
republic. 

France  was  difpofed  to  imitate  this  glorious  ex- 
ample, hut  lb  much  pride  and  fo  little  attention  to 

the 


And  the  Laws  of  Solon*  59 

ihe  future  enters  into  her  eftablilhnients,  that  the 
wifeft  of  them  totter  under  the  weight  of  their  own 
magnificence:  abufes  crept  in  to  this  intended 
aflylum  for  the  fons  of  deceafed  heroes,  even  at 
its  foundation  ;  and  that  which  was  alone  defigned 
for  the  indigent  brave,  could  be  obtained  only  by 
intrigue  and  of  favour.  In  (hort,  when  the  efta- 
blifliments  defigned  for  the  poor  were  deftroycd, 
it  was  the  rich  only  who  fighed  and  were  the  fuf- 
ferers. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Solon,  the  bafenefs 
which  manifefted  itfelf,  whether  in  refufing  rhili- 
tary  fervice,  or  in  any  unworthy  adlion,  was  pu- 
ni(hed  not  only  with  public  contempt,  but  a  public 
accufation. 

The  citizen  who  deprived  the  republic  of  a 
member  by  fujcide,  was,  before  interment,  de- 
prived of  hands,  as  if  they,  from  being  acceflary 
to  the  murder,  deferved  to  be  difgraced  by  a  fepe- 
ration  from  the  body. 

We  have  how  feen  enough  to  fhew  us  on  what 
principles  the  legiflation  of  Solon  was  formed. 
This  legiflation  could  not  fublift,  in  alt  its  purity, 
any  farther  than  his  plan  of  government  could  fuf- 
tain  it ;  for  they  were  defigned  to  lend  reciprocal 
fupport.  When  once  the  conflitution  underwent 
any  change,  the  civil  laws  muft  change  of  courfe. 
According  to  thofe  of  Solon,  Alcibiades  could  not 
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h»w  Ihewn  himfelf  continually,  covered  with  myr- 
tl«  wwl  laurels :  Afpafia  could  not  have  engaged 
hf  the  charms  of  her  wit,  and  the  attractions  of 
her  perfon,  the  hontage  of  fo  many  adorers.  The 
Athenians  would  have  difplayed  lefs  ima^nation 
and  talents :  but  they  would,  by  a  conduft  more 
fdtntAx,  and  enlightened  by  reafcm,  have  prcferved 
them^rN^  ♦rwm  the  mi<tomine  of  (hining  in 
tV  wwM  v^.■.ri^^  tl»reeages.  and  being  afterwards 
hnn-kvl  inro  opr>."'»briam  and  frr\4tude. 

^  mtpht*  heliw  I  quitted  the  Greeks,  have  run 
yv^^:  ovfiv':vr!)  ^^cin^xracies,  fuch  as  that  of  Syra- 
rtrfK  ^"^ii*"*  *'-*«f«J  fo  many  misfortunes  to  the 
l^!ii>,(Wtj(tis,  and  periftied  by  the  fame  caufe.  But 
^  vv^dvi  be  only  employing  more  time  on  eftablifh- 
ijt^^  the  truth  of  a  known  maxim :  that  the  too 
great  authority  of  the  people  deftroys  the  govern- 
ment which  feems  the  moft  proper  to  make  them 
happy :  and  that  they  muft,  to  fecure  that  hap- 
pinefs,  have  the  magnanimity  to  facrifice  one  part 
of  their  rights  to  preferve  the  other. 

•'  The  audacity  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  popular 
**  affcmblics  (fays  Cicero)  have  loft  the  republics 
«*  of  Greece." 

The  name  of  this  orator  reminds  me  that,  in 
treating  the  fubjeft  1  am  now  engaged  in,  I  ought 
to  imroduce  what  he  has  left  us  on  the  right,  the 
government,  and  the  law  of  nature.     But  before  I 
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(hew  myfelf  enriched  with  his  ideas,  I  muft  confi- 
der,  for  a  moment,  the  conftitution  of  Rome, 
that  fovereign  of  the  world ;  which,  began  with 
the  monarchical  form ;  paffed  to  ariftocracy  ;  was 
bewildered  by  popular  government ;  and  has  been 
loft  in  the  abyfs  of  defpotifm* 
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Of  tbe  Roman  Cosstitutios  ;  and  of  the 
oPisioM  OP  Cicero  os  the  Romas  Laws 

ASD  Al'OURS. 

Confining  myfdf  to  rhe  immediate  fubjedt 
of  my  work,  I  Aall  extrad  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
Romao  empire,  fuch  fafts  only  as  will  tend  to 
confirm  the  truths  I  have  infifted  on  m  the  preced- 
ing chapters. 

This  people  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty,  began 
their  career  under  a  monarchical  government. 
Tarqiiin  took  the  crown,  for  he  did  not  receive  it 
eicher  from  the  fenate  or  the  people.  Under  him 
the  regal  power  became  hereditary ;  and  he  ren- 
dered it  abfolute. 

His  fon  Sexcus  would  have  continued  on  the 
throne ;  and  would,  like  his  father,  have  tranfmit- 
tcd  his  power  to  his  heir,  if  he  had  not  awaked 
the  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  flavery,  by  the  moft 
provoking  abufe  of  his  authority. 
"  The  people  (fays  Monicfquieu)  will  fuffcr 
taxes  to  be  levied  on  them,  becaufe  they 
not  whether  they  may  not  receive  fome 
*•  benefit 
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**  benefit  from  the  objedls  upon  which  the  money 
**  fo  raifed  may  be  expended :  but  when  any  af- 
^*  front  is  offered  them,  they  become  fenfible  of 
**  nothing  but  their  misfortunes ;  and  they  include, 
**  with  thofe  they  really  endure,  the  idea  of  all  the 
"  evils  which  can  poffibly  be  endured." 

To  this  refledion,  the  refult  of  profound  faga- 
city,  we  (hall  beg  leave  to  add  another :  it  is,  that 
if  tyranny  is  the  rock  of  monarchy,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  is  the  rock  of  defpotifm, 
.  A  true  hiftory  of  the  fate  of  monarchs,  would 
prefent  to  their,  fuccelTors  an  impreffive  leflbn;  by 
Ihewing  them  the  (hamefui  or  tragic  ends  of  all 
bad  kings.  They  would  there  behold  fome  tyrants 
doing  juftice  on  themfelves,  and  transforming  their 
palaces  into  inacceffable  prifons ;  pthers  expelled 
from  their  (laces,  and  ftruggling  in  vain  againft  a 
revolted  people :  fome  humbling  themfelves  to 
implore  mercy  from  thofe  to  whom  they  had  re- 
fufed  judice  :  and  many  deprived  of  their  liberty ; 
and  not  even  enjoying,  in  their  degradation,  the 
independence  of  exile.     . 

If  Tarquin  had  been  aware  that  not  even  kings 
are  exempt  from  puni(hment,  he  would  not  have 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  nccedicy  of  demanding  fuc- 
cour  from  a  foreign  prince,  who,  in  triumphing 
over  the  Romans,  could  not  have  triumphed  over 
their  hatred  of  the  tyrant. 

''  Rome  (continues  Montefquieu)    had  onl^ 

«  thefe 
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•^  thcfc  alternatives :  (he  muft  either  change  hef 
**  government ;  or  remain  a  poor  and  infignificant 
**  monarchy/*  It  is  not,  however,  eafy  to  conceive 
why  Rome  did  not  become,  under  a  fucceffion  of 
warlike  kings,  what  (he  was  under  her  confuls :  and 
under  generals  whofe  command  expired  frequent* 
ly  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

After  the  expulfion  of  their  kings,  an  ariftocracy^ 
was  formed  among  the  Romans,  by  the  two  orders 
of  fenators  and  knights  :  and  thefc  it  was  who  al* 
ternately,  and  in  a  body,  direAed  the  republic^ 
The  people  had  (liaken  off  the  yoke  of  regal 
tyranny,  but  they  were  foon  fubmittcd  to  that  of 
a  tyrannical  ariftocracy.  They  were  bowed  to 
obedience  by  their  fear  of  beholding  the  tyrant^ 
whom  they^had  chafed,  return  within  their  walls  ( 
and,  blinded  by  that  fear,  they  only  faw  in  their 
fenators  the  proteftors  of  that  liberty  with  the 
name  of  which  they  were  fo  enamoured ;  and  in 
their  generals,  but  the  benefaftors  who  filled  the 
t>ublic  co(Fers  with  the  plunder  of  the  enemy*. 

The  people  received,  with  refpeft,  the  decrees 
HTued  by  the  fenate,  becaufe  they  had  an  appear- 
ance of  equity ;  but  they  had  ftill  no  idea  of  that 
^vhich  charafterizes  law :  they  knew  not  how  to 
di(criminate  the  powers  which  (hould  concur  to 
create, -to  fanftion,  and  to  execute  it»  But  to  have 
polTeflfed  that  art,  they  muft  have  been  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  public  right,  and  wkh  legiHation,  as 
were  the  people  of  Greece. 

The 
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The  agitation  of  war,  in  which  the  people  of 
Rome  were,  with  fo  much  addrefs,  continually 
held,  allowed  them  no  leifure  to  think  of  any  thing 
but  conquefts  and  fpoils  :  the  republic,  therefore, 
remained  for  a  longtime  in  the  grofleft  ignorance, 
and  its  chiefs  were  only  eminent  for  that  auftere 
virtue,  that  rigid  equity,  which  are  the  charafter- 
iftics  and  fupport  of  an  ariftocratic  government. 

If  the  too  ferocious  pride  of  thefe  chiefs  had 
not  fometimes  urged  the  brave  citizens  to  rebel 
againft  their  power :  if  their  too  arbitary  deciffions 
had  not  irritated  them :  and  if  it  had  always  been 
evident  that  the  fenators,  in  referving  to  themfelves* 
all  the  great  employments,  and  the  honour  of 
triumphs,  had  no  objeA  in  view  but  to  increafe  the 
glory  of  the  republic,  and  maintain  the  empire  of 
juftice,  perhaps  the  plebeians  would  not  have  afpired 
to  a  (hare  in  the  fovereignty. 

•**  As  the  people  perceived  (fays  Montefquieu) 
•^  that  they  did  not  poffefs  that  libeny  which  they 
**  were  taught  to  loVe  with  fo  much  ardour,  they 
*•  fought  to  debafe  the  confular  dignity;  to  efta- 
^^  bli(h  plebeian  magiftrates ;  and  to  participate 
^^  with  the  patrician  order  in  all  the  great  offices 
**  of  the  magiftracy. 

**  The  patricians  were  obliged  to  grant  them  all 
*'  they  demanded;  for  in  a  city  where  poverty  was 
**  confidered  as  public  virtue,  birth  and  dignities 
^^  could  give  no  great  advantage :  power  lAuft,  of 

Voj-  !•  F  con- 
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*^  conTequence,  return  to  the  moft  numerous  body, 
•*  and  the  ariftocracy  change,  by  degrees,  into  a 
'*  popular  date/' 

The  Roman  conftitution  was  always  imperfeft, 
both  under  ariftocracy  and  democracy,  A  proof 
of  it  is,  that  in  their  chief  aflemblies  the  will  of  the 
patricians,  and  of  the  knights  who  formed  the  iirft 
centuries,  prevailed  over  that  pf  the  aflembled 
people ;  fo  that  the  governing  power  was  not  an 
ariftocracy,  but  a  defpotifm  of  the  patrician^  mi4 
knights. 

As  foon  as  tribunes  were  chof^n  from  thf  ple« 
beian  order»  the  people  aflumed  the  &me  di&atioQ 
over  their  late  mafters,  as  thofe  had  hitherto  exer* 
cifed  over  them.  They  pafled  the  laws  which  were 
.called  pkbifcites^  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
xonfuls  and  fenators,  but  which  they  were  forced 
to  obey.  Thus  under  the  firft  government^  the 
>¥ill  of  the  people  had  no  influence^  under  tlio 
fecond  it  carried  every  thing  before  it. 
.  There  happened,  under  the  Roman  ariftocracy 
the  fame  thing  that  happened  under  the  tyranny  of 
their  kings : — The  decemviri  were  invefted  with 
immenfe  authority.  All  magiftracy  ftood  fufpcnd- 
ed  before  them.  The  republic  was  determined  to 
have  laws,  and  commenced  by  furrendering  all  her 
powers  to  thefe  legiflators. 

It  muft  undoubtedly  have  been  a  very  command* 
iog  fpedUde^  xq  Jjehold  a  whole  warU^  nation 

doing 
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tloing  homage,  and  feeming  to  fay  to  thcif  feltow 
citizens,  "  What  you  command,  we  command  : 
**  what  you  declare  to  be  juft,  we  Will  execute : 
^Vc  at  this  moment  abdicate  all  fovereignty  be* 
5*  fore  you ;  and  we  will  refume  no  more  than  you 
*^  Ihall  grant  to  lis/'  It  is  probable  if  the  de- 
cemviri had  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of  this 
unltmued  power;  of  this  honourable  confidence; 
they  might,  for  a  long  time,  have  governed  th€  re« 
pttfolic ;  and  their  authority,  fupported  by  good 
laws,  would  have  recondufted  the  people  to  the 
dominion  of  an  abfolute  fovereigm 

The  fame  crime  which  loft  Tarquin  his  pdwcr, 
deprived  the  Decemviri  of  theirs.  The  people  re* 
covered  their  liberty  in  both  in(lances>  by  a<%s  of 
that  kind  of  violence  which  is  never  pardoned  ie 
fociety  :  for  focieties  being  compofed  of  hufbands 
and  fathers,  cannot  endure  any  injury  commQn  to 
all  their  members. 

Nothing  has  fo  immediate  or  fo  ftrong  ^nefie6k  oa^ 
the  multitude,  as  a  fpedacle  of  injuftice,  placed  di- 
reAly  before  their  view.  The  fight  of  the  bleeding 
%)odyof  Lucrecia  made  the  Romans  hold  royalty  in 
abhorrence.  A  debtor  (hewing  himfelf  to  the  peQ« 
pie  covered  with  wounds,  produced  a  change  in 
the  form  of  the  republic.  The  death  of  Virgigi^ 
put  an  end  to  the  Decemvirate.  The  robe  Qf  QmUf 
*ftsined  with  blood,  made  the  multitude  fl9if4  %W^ 
^er  his  corfe  ^  aii4-th9  ^^  peofik>  whoTe.  Ul^^ny 
i  Fa  was 
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fcverity  againft  its  vicious  enemies  :  he  condemned 
ro  death  all  ilrangers  who  introduced  themfelves 
into  the  aflylums  confervated  to  inftruftion,  and 
to  the  filence  of  ftudy. 

.  Debauchery  was  puniflied  in  all  the  citizens  with 
privation  of  titles,  and  exclufion  from  the  prieft- 
hood  and  the  magiftracy. 

An  archon,  who  had  dared  to  appear  in  public 
with  the  infignia  of  his  dignity  when  in  a  ilate  of 
intoxication,  incurred  the  pain  of  death.  This 
extreme  feverity,  when  it  fprings  from  a  great  re- 
gard for  morality,  has  fomething  in  it  that  com- 
mands our  reverence ;  and  we  feel  ourfelvcs  much 
difpofed  to  honour  Solon,  when  we  obferve  him 
fbftening  the  punilhments  ordained  by  Dracon  for 
private  offences,  and  referving  his  feverity  for  thofe 
which  miflead  youth,  or  degrade  the  dignity  of 
jnagiflrates. 

A  fon  was  bound  to  fupport  in  their  old  age 
thofe  from  whom  he  derived  exiftence  ;  but  if  his 
mother  was  a  courtizan,  he  owed  no  attention  to 
her  who  had  effaced  the  ties  of  blood  by  the  Ihame 
of  fach  an  alliance. 

The  children  of  thofe  who  were  killed  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  were  reared  at  the  expence  of  the 
republic. 

France  was  difpofed  to  imitate  this  glorious  ex- 
ample, hut  lb  much  pride  and  fo  little  attention  to 

the 
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the  future  enters  into  her  eftablilhments,  that  the 
wiieft  of  them  totter  under  the  weight  of  their  own 
magnificence:  abufes  crept  in  to  this  intended 
aflylum  for  the  fons  of  deceafed  heroes,  even  at 
its  foundation  ;  and  that  which  was  alone  defigncd 
for  the  indigent  brave,  could  be  obtained  only  by 
intrigue  and  of  favour.  In  (hort,  when  the  efta- 
bliihmenrs  defigned  for  the  poor  were  deftroyed, 
it  was  the  rich  only  who  fighed  and  were  the  fuf- 
ferers. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Solon,  the  bafenefs 
which  manifeftcd  itfelf,  whether  in  refufing  mili* 
tary  fervice,  or  in  any  unworthy  aftion,  was  pu- 
niihed  not  only  with  public  contempt,  but  a  public 
accufation. 

The  citizen  who  deprived  the  republic  of  a 
member  by  fujcide,  was,  before  interment,  de- 
prived of  hands,  as  if  they,  from  being  acceffary 
to  the  murder,  deferved  to  be  difgraced  by  a  fepe- 
ration  from  the  body. 

We  have  how  feen  enough  to  fliew  us  on  what 
principles  the  legiflation  of  Solon  was  formed. 
This  legiflation  could  not  fublift,  in  all  its  purity, 
any  farther  than  his  plan  of  government  could  fuf- 
tain  it ;  for  they  were  defigned  to  lend  reciprocal 
fupport.  When  once  the  conftitution  underwent 
any  change,  the  civil  laws  muft  change  of  courfe* 
According  to  thofe  of  Solon,  Alcibiades  could  not 

have 
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have  fhcwn  himfelf  continually,  covered  with  myr^ 
ties  and  laurels  :  Afpafia  could  not  have  engaged 
by  the  charms  of  her  wit,  and  the  attractions  of 
her  perfon,  the  homage  of  fo  many  adorers.  The 
Athenians  would  have  difplayed  lefs  imagination 
and  talents  :  but  they  would,  by  a  conduft  more 
fteady,  and  enlightened  by  reafon,  have  preferved 
themfelves  from  the  misfortune  of  (hining  in 
the  world  during  three  ages,  and  being  afterwards 
hurried  into  opprobrium  and  fervitude. 

I  might,  before  I  quitted  the  Greeks,  have  run 
over  different  democracies,  fuch  as  that  of  Syra- 
cufe,  which  caufed  fo  many  misfortunes  to  the 
Athenians,  and  periftied  by  the  fame  caufe.  But 
it  would  be  only  employing  more  time  on  eftablilh- 
ing  the  truth  of  a  known  maxim :  that  the  too 
great  authority  of  the  people  deftroys  the  govern- 
ment which  feems  the  mod  proper  to  make  them 
happy :  and  that  they  muft,  to  fecure  that  hap- 
pinefs,  have  the  magnanimity  to  facrifice  one  part 
of  their  rights  to  preferve  the  other. 

**  The  audacity  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  popular 
**  affemblics  (fays  Cicero)  have  loft  the  republics 
*'  of  Greece.'* 

The  name  of  this  orator  reminds  me  that,  in 
treating  the  fubjeft  I  am  now  engaged  in,  I  ought 
to  introduce  what  he  has  left  us  on  the  right,  the 
government,  and  the  law  of  nature.     But  before  I 

(hew 
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(hew  myfelf  enriched  with  his  ideas,  I  muft  confi- 
der,  for  a  moment,  the  conftitution  of  Rome, 
that  fovereign  of  the  world ;  which,  began  with 
the  monarchical  form ;  pafTed  to  ariftocracy  ;  was 
bewildered  by  popular  government ;  and  has  been 
loft  in  the  abyfs  of  defpotifm« 
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Of  the  Roman  Constitution;  and  of  t«e 
OPINION  OF  Cicero  on  the  Roman  Laws 
AND  Augurs. 
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lONFINING  myfelf  to  the  immediate  fubje<fk 
of  my  work,  I  (hall  extraft  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
Roman  empire,  fuch  fads  only  as  will  tend  to 
confirm  the  truths  I  have  infifted  on  in  the  preced- 
ing chapters. 

This  people  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty,  began 
their  career  under  a  monarchical  government. 
Tarquin  took  the  crown,  for  he  did  not  receive  it 
cither  from  the  fenate  or  the  people.  Under  him 
the  regal  power  became  hereditary ;  and  he  ren- 
dered it  abfolute. 

His  fon  Sextus  would  have  continued  on  the 
throne ;  and  would,  like  his  father,  have  tranfmit- 
ted  his  power  to  his  heir,  if  he  had  not  awaked 
the  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  flavery,  by  the  moft 
provoking  abufe  of  his  authority. 

**  The  people  (fays  Montefquieu)  will  fufFcr 
"  new  taxes  to  be  levied  on  them,  becaufe  they 
*^  know  not  whether  they  may  not  receive  fome 

"  benefit 
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*^  benefit  from  the  objedts  upon  which  the  money 
"  fo  raifed  may  be  expended:  but  when  any  af- 
^^  front  is  offered  them,  they  become  fenfible  of 
**  nothing  but  their  misfortunes ;  and  they  include, 
**  with  thofe  they  really  endure,  the  idea  of  all  the 
"  evils  which  can  poffibly  be  endured." 

To  this  refleftion,  the  refult  of  profound  (aga- 
city,  we  (hall  beg  leave  to  add  another :  it  is,  that 
if  tyranny  is  the  rock  of  monarchy,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  is  the  rock  of  defpotifm, 
.  A  true  hiftory  of  the  fate  of  monarchs,  would 
prefent  to  their,  fucceflbrs  an  impreffive  leflbn;  by 
Ihewing  them  the  Ihameful  or  tragic  ends  of  all 
bad  kings.  They  would  there  behold  fome  tyrants 
doing  juftice  on  themfelves,  and  transforming  their 
palaces  into  inacceflable  prifons ;  pthers  expelled 
from  their  dates,  and  ftruggling  in  vain  againft  a 
revolted  people :  fome  humbling  themfelves  to 
implore  mercy  from  thofe  to  whom  they  had  re- 
fufed  juftice  :  and  many  deprived  of  their  liberty ; 
and  not  even  enjoying,  in  their  degradation,  the 
independence  of  exile.     . 

If  Tarquin  had  been  aware  that  not  even  kings 
are  exempt  from  punilhment,  he  would  not  have 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  neceffity  of  demanding  fuc- 
cour  from  a  foreign  prince,  who,  in  triumphing 
over  the  Romans,  could  not  have  triumphed  over 
their  hatred  of  the  tyrant, 

'^  Rome  (continues   Montefquieu)    had  only 

"  thcfe 
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become  habituated  to  approve  good  decrees. 
Many  of  them,  endowed  with  fome  talents,  would 
have  mounted  the  roftrum,  and  argued  againft  de- 
cifions  contrary  to  law  and  equity  ;  and  the  magi- 
ftrates,  awed  by  the  watchfulnefs  of  that  body, 
their  fupreme  judge,  would  have  dreaded  its  cen- 
fure,  and  all  the  decrees  of  the  affembly  would 
have  borne  the  character  of  wifdom.  Generals, 
who  could  only  hope  to  be  reftored  to  command 
in  confequence  of  their  foccefs,  would  have  nc- 
glefted  nothing  for  extending  their  knowledge  in 
the  art  of  war.  The  public  treafury  would  have 
been  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  which 
would  not  have  been  converted  into  a  fource  of 
'  pleafure,  and  a  fund  for  the  fupply  of  idlenefs, 
while  the  people  would  have  become  lefs  unjuft,  and 
lefs  greedy  of  conquefts. 

The  arts  would  have  been  confecrated  only  to 
immortalizing  memorable  aidions ;  and  the  thea- 
tres would  have  been  ufed  for  no  purpofe  but 
exalting  men^s  minds,  by  the  reprefentation  of  he- 
roic aftions,  and  the  repetition  of  virtuous  maxims. 
The  love  of  liberty  becoming  more  energetic  in 
every  bread,  Demofthenes  need  not  have  employed 
fo  many  efforts  for  flopping  the  ambition  of  Philip ; 
and  the  fiiccefTors  of  Alexander  would  have  found 
in  Athens  a  power  of  reliflance  fufiicient  to  main- 
tain the  conftitution  and  liberty  of  its  citizens. 

The 
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The  truth  is,  a  popular  government  is,  as  has 
been  already  faid,  the  moft  difficult  of  any  to  main- 
tain ;  and  that  difficulty  increafes  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  which  is  acquired  by  the  nation  in  which 
is  eilablilhed. 

The  more  citizens  there  are  in  a  democracy,  the 
greater  muft  be  the  number  of  poor,  and  ignorant 
men  ;  without  manners  and  without  principles.  If, 
therefore,  you  fubmit  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
the  management  of  the  finances,  and  all  the  great 
concerns  of  the  public,  to  a  plurality  of  .fuffrages, 
without  diftindlion ;  and  if  the  vote  of  a  mercenary 
has  the  fannte  weight  with  that  of  a  feftator ;  how 
will  you  be  fure  of  preventing  injuftice ;  a  wafte  of 
the  public  treafurc ;  and  the  adoption  of  rafti  pro- 
jefts  ?  How  can  the  general  will  be  collecled  in  a 
great  and  populous  ftate  ?  Or  how  (hall  wifdom, 
folemnity,  and  gravity  be  made  to  agree  with  the 
tumult,  the  clamour,  and  the  impetuofity  of  an  im- 
menfe  allembly  ?  If  you  divide  the  ftate  into 
many  republics,  where  the  opinion  of  each  tribe . 
muft.be  taken,  you  will  only  weaken  the  whole, 
without  eftablifhing  unanimity  among  the  parts. 

Never  prefent  to  the  people  a  chimerical  equali- 
ty :  though  they  are.  the  original  fource  of  power, 
they  are  formed  for  obeying,  not  to  be  obeyed ; 
but  they  ought  only  to  obey  reafon  and  equity. 
Eftablifh  therefore  thefe  two  auguft  powers  in  the 
empire ;  fortify  them  with  all  your  energy ;  let  all 

E  2  authority 


^t  Of  the  Athenian  Governments^ 

authority  bend  before  them ;  and  make  them  pre- 
dominate over  the  monarch  and  the  magiflrate; 
over  the  foldier  and  the  citizen.  The  empire  of  a 
good  conftitution  is  true  liberty.  The  right  of 
making  the  conflitution  bend  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  is  dangerous  ariftocracy.  The  ability  of 
iilencing  it  is  defpotifm ;  and  the  power  of  troubling 
and  confounding  it  is  anarchy. 

We  have  feen  the  conflitution  of  Solon  deflroyed 
as  foon  as  formed  :  let  us  examine  whether  his  le- 
giilation  was  well  adapted  to  his  plan  of  government. 

The  conflitution  is  the  public  edifice :  the  legi- 
Hation  is  the  regimen  of  thofe  who  inhabit  it. 
Wliat  avails  it  that  you  have  given  a  beautiful  ha- 
bitation to  a  great  family,  if  they  find  not  there 
lecurity  and  peace  ? 

By  the  laws  of  Solon,  all  citizens,  who  received 
any  wrong,  could  demand  full  reparation ;  but,  to 
prevent  calumny,  the  accufer  was  obliged  to  depo- 
fit  a  certain  fum,  which  was  forfeited  to  the  accufed, 
if  the  profecutor  did  not  come  forward  to  fuhflan- 
tiate  his  charge.  The  indigent,  the  minor,  the 
woman,  and  the  flave,  were  under  the  protcdion  of 
all  the  citizens,  and  every  citizen  was  authorifed 
to  profecute  their  injurers,  as  if  they  were  their 
own.  Solon  fupported  this  law  with  a  fine  maxim : 
There  would  be  no  injiifiice  in  a  city  (faid  be)  if  all  the 
citizens  were  as  much  dijgujled  with  ity  as  thofe  on 
whom  it  has  been  praSlifed^ 

Liberty 
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Liberty  is,  according  to  Solon,  a  poffeflion  of 
which  a  man  can  no  more  difpofe  than  of  his  life« 
Thus  he  did  not  admit  of  perfonal  fecurity  either 
for  debt,  or  any  account  whatever.  A  (imilar  law 
among  us  would  perhaps  be  more  beneficial  than 
injurious  even  to  commerce.  The  debtor,  who  re- 
fufes  to  pay  what  he  owes,  is  either  diflioneft  or 
unfortunate.  If  he  is  difhoneft,  puniQi  him  for  his 
dilhoncfty ;  but  if  he  is  unfortunate,  why  add  cap- 
tivity to  his  other  diftrefles.  Do  not  thofe  who 
lend  fpeculatc  on  the  love  of  liberty  ? 

If  confidence  is  the  foul  of  commerce,  it  will  ne- 
ver be  reftored  to  life  by  the  dread  of  a  prifon. 

Let  the  name  of  the  diflioneft  debtor  be  infcribed 
in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  in  all  public  places. 
Let  him  be  deprived  of  all  honours,  and  of  all 
municipal  funftions  ;  and  let  him  be  forbidden  to 
engage  in  commerce  :  but  involve  not  his  wife  and 
family  in  the  fentence,  unlefs  he  has  provoked  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  by  fomc  notorious  fraud.  Lead 
of  all  would  I  have  the  father  of  a  family  in  fetters, 
and  doomed  to  inhabit  the  abode  pf  guilt,  for  not 
being  able  to  pay  for  the  milk  that  has  fuftained 
his  infant.  If  he  had  been  willing  to  forget  the 
duties  of  a  parent,  and  had  caft  the  fruits  of  his 
marriage  into  the  bofom  of  fome  public  charity,  he 
would  have  been  free,  becaufe  he  had  been  unna- 
tural. 

Let  the  law  grant  to  the  nurfe  a  right  over  the 
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property  of  the  father ;  but  let  her  not  be  aiithor- 
ifed  to  aggravate  his  indigence  by  depriving  him 
of  the  power  of  working,  to  :^cquit  the  n^oft  facred 
debt,  and  fupport  his  other  children. 

Solon  inftituted  one  very  wife  law,  An  injured 
perfon  may  not  be  willing  to  deliver  up  the  citizen 
againft  whom  he  has  caufe  of  complaint,  to  the  ut¥ 
mod  feverity.  In  that  cafe  he  made  his  complaint, 
in  thp  charaAer  of  2^fimple  individualj  and  as  fuch 
he  CQuld  demand  only  reparation  for  the  wrong  he 
had  experienced.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  acr 
cqfer  proceeded,  as  a  citizen y  the  accufation  was  a 
public  concern,  and  the  accufed  party  was  profe*- 
cuted  according  to  the  full  rigour  of  the  law. 

A  fimilar  diftindtion  to  j:hat  juft  mentioned,  has 
been  frequently  defired  in  France,  particularly  ia 
inftances  of  domeftic  theft ;  a  child  daring  to  lift 
a  hand  againft  the  authors  of  its  exiftence ;  and  the 
forcible  violation  of  chaftity  ;  by  each  of  which  ca- 
pital puniflimcnt  is  incurred  :  and  the  injured  party 
is  either  compelled  to  let  the  crime  pafs  with  im? 
punity,  or  deliver  the  criminal  to  a  puniflimcnt  too 
fcverc. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  families,  Solon  authorifed 
adoption  :   but,  that  the  adopted  child  might  not 
be  wholly  torn  from  his  natural  parents,  he  was   . 
permitted  to  return  to  them,  after  having  left  a  . 
child  in  the  family  which  had  adopted  him. 

This  wife  legiflator  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to 

qondemn 
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condemn  a  young  wife  to  live  all  her  days  under 
the  authority  of  a  hufband,  who  rendered  himfelf 
odious  by  his  ill-humour,  his  vices,  or  his  bad 
treatment  of  her.  He  direfted  a  means  of  break- 
ing a  chain  which  was  become  too  irkfome.  But 
the  wife  could  not  obtain  a  divorce,  until  after  Ihe 
had  in  pcrfon  prefented  her  requeft  of  feparation 
to  the  judges ;  who,  if  they  approved  her  motives, 
fet  her  free  from  the  yoke. 

A  hufband  could  not  repudate  his  wife  without 
returning  her  ponion ;  or,  if  Ihe  did  not  bring 
him  any,  he  was  obliged  to  give  her  a  penfion  for 
her  Tupport:  and  indeed  it  would  not  have  been 
juft  to  difmifs  her  from  the  arms  of  inconftancy 
poorer  than  (he  was  received  into  them ;  for  as 
(he  could  no  longer  offer,  to  a  new  hufband,  the 
jewel  which  had  increafed  the  value  of  her  pcrfon, 
(he  ought  at  leaft  to  carry  to  him  the  recompenfe 
of  widowhood. 

To  prevent  a  citizen  being  reduced  to  live  in 
idlencfs,  or  to  lead  a  life  of  extreme  mifery,  he 
was  not  permitted  to  fell  the  ground  he  cultivated ; 
at  leaft  not  unlefs  he  was  conftrained  to  it  by  ab- 
Iblute  neceffity. 

This  law,  which  appears  at  firft  view  to  be  inju- 
rious to  property,  and  to  the  free  power  of  difpof- 
ing  of  it,  might  produce  very  happy  elfedls  :  it 
prevented  the  too  great  inequality  of  landed  eftates ; 
and  by  keeping  the  poor  employp4  in  the  cultiva- 
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tion  of  their  inheritances,  it  prevented  their  bufy- 
ing  themfelves  in  public  affairs ;  where  they  fel- 
dom  do  any  thing  but  prove  their  ignorance,  and 
occafion  tumult. 

An  Athenian,  who  had  children,  could  not  dif- 
pofe  of  his  property  but  in  their  favour.  If  he  had 
no  offspring,  he  might  chufe  an  heir  in  any  other 
family. 

If  one  only  daughter  was  left,  the  neareft  rela- 
tion had  a  right  to  marry  her ;  and  this  right  was 
•  fo  inconteftable,  that  he  could  caufe  any  previous 
marriage  of  fuch  an  heirefs  to  be  broken,  when  (he 
came  to  the  poffeflion  of  her  inheritance,  if  derived 
from  a  father  who  had  died  without  male  iflue. 

All  our  refpeft  for  the  wifdom  of  Solon  could  ne- 
ver n^ake  us  adopt  a  fimilar  law.  If  there  (hould  be 
any  thing  free  in  life,  it  is  the  aft  of  marriage.  If  a 
daughter  ought  never  to  be  forced  to  give  her  hand 
in  marriage  againft  the  inclination  of  her  heart, 
Ihe  ought  ftill  lefs  to  be  compelled  to  quit  the  bed 
of  the  hufband  (he  has  chofen,  and  follow  that 
neareft  relation,  who  claims  her  only  on  account  of 
the  fortune  Ihe  enjoys  as  an  heirefs. 

Solon,  in  eftablifhing  this  law,  had  fo  entirely  in 
view  the  keeping  of  fortunes  in  the  fame  families, 
that  this  vidlim  of  intereft  had  a  right  to  repudate 
her  new  hufband,  if  (he  had  not  children ;  and  to 
wed,  in  expectation  of  becoming  a  mother,  the  near- 
eft relation  of  him  who  had  difappointed  her  hopes. 

Such 
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Soch  regulations,  on  whatever  political  principles 
tbejmay  be  formed,  are  too  unnatural  to  be  lawful, 

A  much  wifer  law,  particularly  in  a  democracy, 
where  each  member,  confidercd  as  belonging  to 
one  great  family,  is  bound  to  afTifl  the  reft,  was  that 
which  permitted  an  orphan,  without  fortune,  to  re- 
quire her  neareft  relation  either  to  marry  her  him- 
(elf,  or  affign  her  a  portion. 

Solon  willing  to  banilh  idlenefs  from  the  repub- 
lic, branded,  with  infamy,  that  induftry  which 
confifts  in  living  at  the  expence  of  the  confidence, 
or  labour  of  others. 

The  arec^agus  was  charged  with  inquiring  in 
what  manner  each  individual  provided  for  his  fub*** 
€ftence. 

If  fuch  a  law  fubfifted  among  us,  how  many  in- 
dividuals, alarmed  at  that  kind  of  inquifition, 
would  chufe  to  avoid  it  by  feeking  elfcwhere  what 
they  call  liberty. 

The  legiflator  of  Athens  was  defirous,  above 
every  thing,  to  make  the  moral  virtues  reign 
throughout  his  (late.  Public  fchools  were  opened 
there,  and  thofe  preceptors  whofe  vini>e  and  re- 
fpeft  for  innocence  had  been  fully  proved,  direded 
the  ftudies  of  infancy.  Solon,  who  had  undoubt- 
edly been  (hocked  at  obferving  the  errors  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  propenfities, 
in  a  country  where  pure  love  had  been  too  fre- 
quently offended^  armed  himfelf  with  the  utmoft 
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fcvcrity  againft  its  vicious  enemies  :  he  condemned 
to  death  all  ftrangers  who  introduced  themfelves 
into  the  aflylums  confervated  to  inftrudtion,  and 
to  the  filence  of  ftudy. 

.  Debauchery  was  punifhed  in  all  the  citizens  with 
privation  of  titles,  and  exclufion  from  the  prieft- 
hood  and  the  magiftracy. 

An  archon,  who  had  dared  to  appear  in  public 
with  the  iniignia  of  his  dignity  when  in  a  (late  of 
intoxication,  incurred  the  pain  of  death.  This 
extreme  feverity,  when  it  fprings  from  a  great  re- 
gard for  morality,  has  fomething  in  it  that  com- 
mands our  reverence ;  and  we  feel  ourfelves  much 
difpc^ed  to  honour'  Solon,  when  we  obferve  him 
fbftening  the  puniftiments  ordained  by  Dracon  for 
private  offences,  and  referving  his  feverity  for  thofe 
which  miflead  youth,  or  degrade  the  dignity  of 
magiftrates. 

A  fon  was  bound  to  fupport  in  their  old  age 
thofe  from  whom  he  derived  exiftence  ;  but  if  his 
mother  was  a  courtizan,  he  owed  no  attention  to 
her  who  had  effaced  the  ties  of  blood  by  the  (hame 
of  fuch  an  alliance. 

The  children  of  thofe  who  were  killed  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  were  reared  at  the  expence  of  the 
republic. 

France  was  difpofed  to  imitate  this  glorious  ex- 
ample, but  lb  much  pride  and  fo  little  attention  to 

the 
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the  future  enters  into  her  eftablilhments,  that  the 
wifeft  of  them  totter  under  the  weight  of  their  own 
magnificence:  abufes  crept  in  to  this  intended 
aflyium  for  the  fons  of  deceafed  heroes,  even  at 

its  foundation  ;  and  that  which  was  ak>ne  defigned 

» 

for  the  indigent  brave,  could  be  obtained  only  by 
intrigue  and  of  favour.  In  (hort,  when  the  efta- 
blilhments defigned  for  the  poor  were  deftroyed, 
it  was  the  rich  only  who  fighed  and  were  the  fuf- 
ferers. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Solon,  the  bafenefs 
which  manifefted  itfelf,  whether  in  refufing  mili- 
tary fervice,  or  in  any  unworthy  adion,  was  pu- 
nifhed  not  only  with  public  contempt,  but  a  public 
accufation. 

The  citizen  who  deprived  the  republic  of  a 
member  by  fujcide,  was,  before  interment,  de- 
prived of  hands,  as  if  they,  from  being  acceffary 
to  the  murder,  deferved  to  be  difgraced  by  a  fepe- 
ration  from  the  body. 

We  have  how  feen  enough  to  fhew  us  on  what 
principles  the  legiflation  of  Solon  was  formed. 
This  legiflation  could  nqt  fubfift,  in  all  its  purity, 
any  farther  than  his  plan  of  government  could  fuf- 
tain  it ;  for  they  were  defigned  to  lend  reciprocal 
fupport.  When  once  the  conftitution  underwent 
any  change,  the  civil  laws  muft  change  of  courfe. 
According  to  thofe  of  Solon,  Alcibiades  could  not 
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have  fhcwn  himfcif  continually,  covered  with  myr-. 
ties  and  laurels  :  Afpafia  could  not  have  engaged 
by  the  charms  of  her  wit,  and  the  attractions  of 
her  perfon,  the  homage  of  fo  many  adorers.  The 
Athenians  would  have  displayed  lefs  imagination 
and  talents :  but  they  would,  by  a  conduft  more 
ftcady,  and  enlightened  by  reafon,  have  preferved 
thcmfelves  from  the  misfonune  of  (hining  in 
the  world  during  three  ages,  and  being  afterwards 
Jiurried  into  opprobrium  and  fervitude. 

I  might,  before  I  quitted  the  Greeks,  have  run 
over  difFereni  democracies,  fuch  as  that  of  Syra- 
cufc,  which  caufed  fo  many  misfortunes  to  the 
Athenians,  and  perifhed  by  the  fame  caufe.  But 
it  would  be  only  employing  more  time  on  eftablifh- 
ing  the  truth  of  a  known  maxim :  that  the  too 
great  authority  of  the  people  deftroys  the  govern- 
ment which  feems  the  moft  proper  to  make  them 
happy :  and  that  they  muft,  to  fecure  that  hap- 
pinefs,  have  the  magnanimity  to  facrifice  one  part 
of  their  rights  to  preferve  the  other, 

*'  The  audacity  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  popular 
**  affemblics  (fays  Cicero)  have  loft  the  republics 
**  of  Greece." 

The  name  of  this  orator  reminds  me  that,  in 
treating  the  fubjeft  I  am  now  engaged  in,  I  ought 
to  introduce  what  he  has  left  us  on  the  right,  the 
government,  and  the  law  of  nature.     But  before  I 
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day  under  ^he  aufpices  of  good  laws^  than  tho^ 
who  ipring  into  exifcence  under  a  ierene  heaven* 

Before  a  coUeftive  mafs  of  knowledge  Ipreadi 
over  the  mind,  and  illiuninates  it  by  the  adion  of 
;dl  its  parts,  how  many  beams  of  truth  will  be 
thrown  off  iingly  from  the  focus  of  reafon  :  beams 
which  will  (hine  for  a  moment,  and  then  be  either 
loft  in  the  night  of  ignorance,  or  difperfed  by 
itriking  on  our  refilling  habits. 

All  thpfe  perfons  who  might  have  been  able  to 
explain  to  men  what  are  their  true  rights,  and 
what  is  due  to  them  from  fociety,  have  written,  or 
fpoken  at  fome  diftance  of  time  from  each  other. 
They  were  without  authority,  and  had  no  miffion 
but  that  which  reafon  gives  to  all  wife,  men  for 
(peaking  truth  :,  and  the  multitude  had  but  little 
opportunity  of  attending  to  them.  Socrates,  Plato, 
and  Pythagoras,  revealed  their  thoughts  to  thofe 
difciples  only,  whofe  difcretion  they  had  proved  2 
and  Cicero  never  dared  to  deliver  in  his  orations 
from  the  roftrum,  what  he  wrote  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  laws,  the  gods,  and  the  republic  of  Rome. 

Printing  has  indeed  fupplied  the  place  of  the  or- 
gans of  fpeech,  in  the  difperfion  of  thoughts;  but 
this  wonderous  art  did  not  perform  its  prodigies, 
until  a  long  time  after  prejudices  and  the  afcend- 
ency  of  power  had  raifed  a  formidable  rampart 
againft  all  fpirit  of  innovation.  Ambition,  intereft, 
;uid  injuftice  were  not  l;)ackward  to  avail  them&lires 

of 


C   62   3 


C  H   A  P.    III. 


Of  the  Roman  Constitution;  and  of  the 
OPINION  of  Cicero  on  the  Roman  Laws 
AND  Augurs. 


Co] 


>NFINING  myfelf  to  the  immediate  fubjedt 
of  my  work,  I  (hall  extract  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
Roman  empire,  fuch  fadls  only  as  will  tend  to 
confirm  the  truths  I  have  infilled  on  in  the  preced- 
ing chapters. 

This  people  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty,  began 
their  career  under  a  monarchical  government. 
Tarquin  took  the  crown,  for  he  did  not  receive  it 
either  from  the  fenate  or  the  people.  Under  him 
the  regal  power  became  hereditary ;  and  he  ren- 
dered it  abfolute. 

His  Ion  Sextus  would  have  continued  on  the 
throne ;  and  would,  like  his  father,  have  tranfmit- 
ted  his  power  to  his  heir,  if  he  had  not  awaked 
the  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  flavery,  by  the  moft 
provoking  abufe  of  his  authority. 

**  The  people  (fays  Montefquieu)  will  fufFer 
"  new  taxes  to  be  levied  on  them,  becaufe  they 
"  know  not  whether  they  may  not  receive  fome 

**  benefit 
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**  benefit  from  the  objedts  upon  which  the  money 
**  fo  riifed  may  be  expended :  but  when  any  af- 
**  front  is  offered  them,  they  become  fenfible  of 
*'  nothing  but  their  misfortunes ;  and  they  include, 
*'  with  thofe  they  really  endure,  the  idea  of  all  the 
"  evils  which  can  poffibly  be  endured.'* 

To  this  refleftion,  the  refult  of  profound  faga- 
city,  we  (hall  beg  leave  to  add  another :  it  is,  that 
if  tyranny  is  the  rock  of  monarchy,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  is  the  rock  of  defpotifm, 
,  A  true  hiftory  of  the  fate  of  monarchs,  would 
prefent  to  their  fucceffbrs  an  impreffive  leifon;  by 
Ihewing  them  the  (hameful  or  tragic  ends  of  all 
bad  kings.  They  would  there  behold  fomc  tyrants 
doing  juftice  on  themfelves,  and  transforming  their 
palaces  into  inacceffable  prifons ;  pthers  expelled 
from  their  dates,  and  ftruggling  in  vain  againft  a 
revolted  people :  fome  humbling  themfelves  to 
implore  mercy  from  thofe  to  whom  they  had  re- 
fufed  juftice  :  and  many  deprived  of  their  liberty ; 
and  not  even  enjoying,  in  their  degradation,  the 
independence  of  exile.     . 

If  Tarquin  had  been  aware  that  not  even  kings 
are  exempt  from  punifhment,  he  would  not  have 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  ncceflity  of  demanding  fuc- 
cour  from  a  foreign  prince,  who,  in  triumphing 
over  the  Romans,  could  not  have  triumphed  over 
their  hatred  of  the  tyrant, 

*'  Rome  (continues  Montefquieu)    had  onl^ 

«  thefe 
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^^  thefe  alternatives :  (he  muft  either  change  hef 
^^  government ;  or  remain  a  poor  and  infignificant 
*'  monarchy/'  It  is  not,  however,  eafy  to  conceive 
why  Rome  did  not  become,  under  a  fucceffion  of 
warlike  kings,  what  (he  was  under  her  confuls :  and 
under  generals  whofe  command  expired  frequent* 
ly  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

After  the  expuKion  of  their  kings,  an  ariftocracy^ 
was  formed  among  the  Romans,  by  the  two  orders 
of  fenators  and  knights  :  and  thefe  it  was  who  al« 
ternacely,  and  in  a  body,  directed  the  republic^ 
The  people  had  (haken  off  the  yoke  of  regal 
tyranny,  but  they  were  foon  fubmitted  to  that  of 
a  tyrannical  ariftocracy.  They  were  bowed  to 
obedience  by  their  fear  of  beholding  the  tyrant^ 
whom  thcyjiad  chafed,  return  within  their  walls  f 
and,  blinded  by  that  fear,  they  only  faw  in  their 
fenators  the  proteftors  of  that  liberty  with  the 
name  of  which  they  were  fo  enamoured ;  and  in 
theil*  generals,  but  the  bcnefaftors  who  filled  the 
public  coflTers  with  the  plunder  of  the  enemy^ 

The  people  received,  with  refpeft,  the  decree* 
ifliied  by  the  fenate,  becaufe  they  had  an  appear- 
ance of  equity ;  but  they  had  ftill  no  idea  of  that 
which  charafterizes  law  :  they  knew  not  how  td 
diicriminate  the  powers  which  (hould  concur  to 
create,. to  fanftion,  and  to  execute  it*  But  to  havt 
pofTefled  that  art,  they  muft  have  been  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  public  right,  and  with  legiflation,  as 
were  the  people  of  Greece* 

The 
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tloiftg  homage,  and  feeming  to  fay  to  thcif  feltow 
citizens,  "  What  you  command,  we  command  : 
*'  what  you  declare  to  be  juft,  we  will  execute : 
^*  wc  at  this  moment  abdicate  all  fovereignty  be- 
5^  fore  you ;  and  we  will  refume  no  more  than  you 
•*  ftiall  grant  to  lis/'  It  is  probable  if  the  de- 
cemviri had  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of  this 
unlimited  power  j  of  this  honourable  confidence ; 
they  might,  for  a  long  time,  have  governed  the  re* 
public ;  and  their  authority,  fupported  by  good 
laws,  wpuld  have  reconducted  the  people  to  the 
dominion  of  an  abfolute  fovereign* 

The  fame  crime  which  loft  Tatquin  his  pdwcr, 
deprived  the  Decemviri  of  theirs.  The  people  re* 
covered  their  liberty  in  both  inftances,  by  ads  of 
that  kind  of  violence  which  is  never  pardoned  in 
fociety :  for  focieties  being  compofed  of  hufbands 
and  fathers,  cannot  endure  any  injury  common  to 
all  their  members. 

Nothing  has  fo  immediate  or  fo  ftrong  an  c&6i  ow- 
the  multitude,  as  a  fpedacle  of  injuftice,  placed  di- 
reftly  before  their  view.  The  fight  of  the  bleeding 
t>odyof  Lucrecia  made  the  Romans  hold  royalty  in 
abhorrence.  A  debtor  fliewing  himfelf  to  the  p^Q* 
pie  covered  with  wounds,  produced  a  change  In 
the  form  of  tlie  republic.  The  death  of  Virginia 
put  an  end  to  the  Decemvirate.  The  robe  of  Q^tQa! 
'ftained  with  blood,  made  the  multitu^?  0^f4  %W^ 
»ver  his  corfe ;  aii4  th^  very  peofdc>  whoTe.  Ul^ny 
•  Fa  was 
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*^  conlequencey  return  to  the  moft  niimerous  body, 
^'  and  the  ariftbcracy  change,  by  degrees,  into  a 
**  popular  ftate." 

The  Roman  conilitution  was  always  imperfed:, 
both  under  ariftocracy  and  democracy,  A  proof 
of  it  is,  that  in  their  chief  aflemblies  the  wiU  of  the 
patricians,  and  of  the  knights  who  formed  the  iir(t 
centuries,  prevailed  over  that  of  the  aflembled 
people ;  fo  that  the  governing  power  was  not  an 
ariftocracy,  but  a  deipotifm  of  the  patrician^  w^ 
knights. 

As  foon  as  tribunes  were  chofen  from  thf  p)^ 
beian  order,  the  people  aflumed  theiame  dift^tion 
over  their  late  mailers,  as  thofe  had  hitherto  exer« 
jcifed  over  them.  They  pafled  the  laws  whiph  wwc 
;€^led  pkbifcites^  withcHU:  the  concurrence  of  the 
xonfuls  and  fenators,  but  which  they  were  f<[>rced 
to  obey.  Thus  under  the  firft  governmeat,  the 
^iU  of  the  people  had  no  influence^  und^  the 
fecond  it  carried  every  thing  bt^ore  it. 
.  There  happened,  under  the  Roman  ariftocracy 
t^  fame  thing  that  happened  imder  the  tyranny  of 
iheir  .kings : — ^The  decemviri  were  invefted  with 
iromenfe  authority.  All  magiftracy  ftood  fufpcnd- 
ed  before  them.  The  republic  was  determined  to 
have  laws,  and  commenced  by  furrenderiag  all  her 
powers  to  thefe  legiflators. 

.  ■  It  muft  undoubtedly  have  been  a  very  command- 
ing  fpedtade,  40  Ji^ehold  a  whole  warlke  natim 
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tloiag  homage,  and  feeming  to  fay  to  thcif  felfow 
citizens,  "  What  you  command,  we  command  i 
•'  what  you  declare  to  be  juft,  we  Will  execute : 
^^  Src  at  this  moment  abdicate  all  fovereignty  be* 
,"  fore  you ;  and  we  will  refume  no  more  than  you 
•*  ftiall  grant  to  lis/*  It  is  probable  if  the  de- 
cemviri had  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of  this 
unlimited  power  j  of  this  honourable  confidence; 
they  might,  for  a  long  time,  have  governed  the  re* 
public ;  and  their  authority,  fupported  by  good 
laws,  wpuld  have  reconducted  the  people  to  the 
dominion. of  an  abfolute  fovereign* 

The  fame  crime  which  loft  Tatquin  his  pdwcr, 
deprived  the  Decemviri  of  theirs.  The  people  re* 
covered  their  liberty  in  both  inflances,  by  tSc,%  of 
that  kind  of  violence  which  is  never  pardoned  in 
fociety :  for  focieties  being  compofed  of  hufbands 
and  fathers,  cannot  endure  any  injury  common  to 
all  their  members. 

Nothing  has  fo  immediate  or  fo  ftrong  ^n  effeift  oa^ 
the  multitude,  as  a  fpedacle  of  injuftice,  placed  di- 
reftly  before  their  view.  The  fight  of  the  bleeding 
t>odyof  Lucrecia  made  the  Romans  hold  royalty  in 
abhorrence.  A  debtor  (hewing  himfelf  to  the  pe9^ 
pie  covered  with  wounds,  produced  a  change  in 
the  form  of  the  republic.  The  death  of  Virginia 
put  an  end  to  the  Decemvirate.  The  robe  qi  Qmi^ 
'ftained  with  blood,  made  the  multitude  fl5^f4  %W^ 
Wer  his  corfe  ^  aii4  A^  very  peofde>  whoTe^  Ul^ny 
i  Fa  was 
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was  rcftored  to  them  by  the  event,  lamented  thr 
fate  of  the  tyrant  by  whom  they  had  been  defpoil- 
cd  of  it. 

If  one  of  the  viftims  of  dcfpotifm,  after  having 
worked  his  way  out  of  fome  fubterraneous  cell, 
had  crawled  with  his  chains  into  the  middle  of 
fome  of  our  public  places,  and  there  cried  out 
in  a  mournful  voice,  **  I  have  fighcd  during  thirty 
^^  years  in  a  dungeon  for  having  alarmed  a  fimious 
'^  courtezan ;  and  for  reproaching  with  bittemefs, 
"  one  of  your  magiftrates  for  his  cruelty,"  pcr- 
•  haps  the  indignation  of  the  multitude  had  accele- 
rated, the  deflrudion  of  thofe  menacing  towers 
which  were  become  the  terror  of  all  France. 

Injuftice  has  in  all  countries,  and  with  all  peo- 
ple, a  limit  which  fliould  never  be  exceeded  by 
thofe  who  wifh  to  perpetuate  its  reign  :  but,  for- 
tunately for  mankind,  they,  as  blind  in  their  hatred 
as  their  vengeance,  betray  her  to  deftniftion ;  and 
the  people  who  have  long  groaned  under  her 
fcourge,  facrifice  her  to  their  juft  fury* 

The  Romans,  formed  to  govern  the  univcrfe, 
could  never  be  their  own  governors :  they  pafled 
alternately  from  fervile  obedience  to  arbitrary  au- 
thority. Slaves .  under  their  diftators ;.  audacious 
under  their  tribunes ;  they  granted  too  much 
power  to  one,  and  had  not  even  the  courage  to  de- 
fend the  others.  The  Gracchi  fell  viftims  to  their 
love  of  the  people:  that  people  who  fucceflively 
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(erved  Marius  and  Sylla  in  their  horrid  fubfcrip- 
(ions.  The  father  of  his  country  was  facrificed 
by  che  bafe  Anthony,  who  received  the  head  of 
his  enemy  without  any  citizen  daring  to  (Irike  off 
his.  Sometimes  this  people,  while  inflaved,  made 
their  emperors  tremble,  and  fometimes  trembled 
themfelves  vjnder  their  power. 
.  The  Roman  conftitution  was  adapted  entirely 
to  war ;  vidlory  was  its  fundamental  fupport ;  and 
when  Rome  had  no  more  enemies  to  vanquilh,  (he 
fell  into  decay.  She  was  deftined  to  perifh  under 
her  triumphs  or  her  defeats. 

If  a  good  ariftocracy  had  been  eftabliihed  in 
Rome,  her  fenate  would  have  pofTefled  fufficient 
power  to  reftrain  her  generals,  and  detach  them 
from  the  army. 

If  there  had  been  a  good  democracy,  Rome 
would  have  had  no  didator ;  and  Sylla  would  never 
have  prepared  the  way  for  her  fubjugation,  by 
ftriking  out  to  his  fucceffors  the  rout  of  defpotifm. 
The  people  too,  more  jealous  of  the  privileges  an- 
nexed to  the  charader  of  citizen,  would  not  have 
received  into  the  bofom  of  their  city,  that  multi- 
tude of  flrangers  who  brought  with  them  their 
vices  and  their  barbarifms ;  and  who  were  always 
ready  to  fell  themfelves  to  thofe  who  wilhed  to  arm 
them  with  poniards  for  the  purpofe  of  aflal&na* 
tion. 

In  the  glorious  ages  of  the  republici  when  Rome 
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included  none  but  real  Romans ;  the  people  re* 
venged  with  dignity  the  pride  of  the  patricians-^ 
fhcy  retired  to  the  facred  mount,  and  left  thefe 
Jbvereigns  Without  fubjefts  :  they  refufed  to  go  to 
the  War  :  they  annulled,  in  their  comicia,  the  dew 
6reefe  of  the  fehate  :  and  rifing  at  once  above  all 
fuperftition,  they  remained  affembled  in  fpite  of 
the  Tain  threats  of  augurs  and  aufpices.  This  was 
^e  generous  (Iruggle  of  liberty  againft  true  tyran- 
Ay/  But  when  ftrangers  Were  admitted,  without 
diftinftion,  to  the  honour  of  ftyling  themfelres 
Roman  citizens,  the  people  became  b^e  and  fbro«» 
m6us  in  their  refinance ;  and  their  loyalty  bectaie 
€!6rrupted,  like  the  dreams  from  a  pure  founcaia 
lichen  mingled  with  muddy  waters^ 

The  fpecious  fyftem  of  incorporating  with  any 
people,  the  nations  whom  they  have  vanquKhed, 
ill  order  to  ftrengthen  them  for  making  other  con* 
(^uefb,  is  dangerous,  particularly  in  popular  go« 
vernments*  It  is  not  fufficient  to  give  to  a  ftranger 
the  title  of  citizen^  you  muft  do  more,  you  muft 
C3oniimunicate  to  him  the  fentimentd  of  a  citiEen  | 
and  thofe  fentiments  are  not  to  be  infpired  at  will : 
they  muft  emanate  from,  they  muft  be  increafed, 
they  muft  be  ftrengthened  to  maturity  by  our  at* 
tachments,  by  our  connedtions,  and  by  the  benefits 
we  receive  from  the  city  that  has  adopted  us. 

At  every  revolution  of  government  in  an  em- 
pire, new  laws  become  neceflary*      If  thdfe  of 

Numa 
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MumI  were  good  while  the  monarchy  continued, 
they  loft  their  ralue  under  the  domination  of  the 
finate.  If  chofe  of  the  fenate  were  good  during  the 
time  in  which  the  fenate  goTerned  the  republic,  t^jey 
cea.fed  to  be  fo  when  the  people  refinned  the,  abfo* 
lute  authority.  And  in  fine^  the  decrees  of  the 
people  could  be  only  injurious  under  the  reign  of 
the  emperors. 

In  remarking  this  as  the  true  cxoft  of  the  con^ 
tioual  agitations  of  the  Roman  republic,  and  of 
tti  final  deftrudion,  I  do  not  mean  to  refute  the 
ftUthor  of  Tbe  Hi/iory  of  the  Rife  and  Fall  tf 
%hi  RmdH  empire.  For  although  it  refults  from  mf 
iy(fe<n,  that  one  fingle  caufe, — the  want  of  an  efta«* 
foliflb^d  <^onftitution,  wifely  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  eUch  different  goremment,  was  fuftcient  to  bring 
on  the  ruin  of  Rome,  it  does  not  follow  that  other 
Mufeft  did  not  contribute  to  its  eleracion  and  de^^ 
bafemem« 

I  will  dwell  nd  longer  on  this  republic,  which 
has  yielded  to  the  fate  of  all  empires.  I  may  ren^ 
der  a  grfeater  ftrvice  to  fociety  by  confining  myfelf 
to  the  opinion  of  the  firit  of  all  the  Roman  orators 
on  the  ori^  of  the  laws  of  his  country. 

So  many  barbarous  inftkutions,  fo  many  unjuft 
regoladons,  have  exifted  in  the  ftates  which  arofe 
out  of  the  ruin^  of  Rome,  only  becaufe  the  fcience 
of  public  law  has  been  too  long  mifunderilood  or 
toegledUd.  Tfie  conftru6tion  of  the  (bte  was  begim ; 
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the  rules  and  proportions  were  afterwards  in  vain 
confidered ;  and  when  the  edifice  was  finifhed,  thefe 
critics  took  upon  them  to  aflert,  that  both  rules 
and  proportions  were  fuperfluous,  nay^  even  dan- 
gerous ;  for  men  muft^  of  neceflity,  pretend  that 
work  to  be  well  done  which  they  are  not  difpofed 
to  begin  a  frefh. 

In  vain  may  the  philofopher  fay,  **  Governments 
^  ought  to  be  inflituted  for  the  good  of  the  greater 
^  number,  but  they  are  advantageous  to  forae  pri* 
^  vate  individuals  only ;   therefore  governments 

*  contradid  the  end  of  their  inftitution/'    If  he 
had  added,  ^^  Rules  are  eftablifhed  which  compel 

^  thofe  who  work  for  hire  to  labour  for  the  date, 
^  becaufe  the  flate  cannot  fubGft  without  their  fer- 
^  vices ;  and  yet  the  date  does  lefs  for  them^  than 

*  for  thofe  who  render  her  no  fervice ;  therefore 
^  the  rules  are   unjufl :''   thefe   principles  and 

thefe  dedudions  could  not  have  been  contefted, 
and  the  philofopher  would  have  received  no 
anfwer.  Government  has  been  fo  iniljtuted^  and 
its  regulations  executed  under  this  form,  from  the 
earlieft  ages  :  and  too  many  powerful  perfons  are 
interefled  in  the  continuance  of  this  inconfiftency 
and  injuftice  to  admit  of  any  reformation. 

Human  felicity  depends  as  much  on  the  govern* 
ment  as  on  the  climate  a  man  happens  to  be  born 
under.    No  lefs  happy  are  thofe  who  firfl  behold  the 

day 
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i3ay  under  <he  aufpices  of  good  kws^  tKan  thofc; 
who  fpring  into  exifceoce  under  a  ferene  heaven. 

Before  a  coUedivc  nufs  of  knowledge  Ipreads 
over  the  mind,  and  illuminates  it  by  the  adion  of 
all  its  parts,  how  many  beams  of  truth  will  be 
thrown  off  fingly  from  the  focus  of  reafon :  beams 
which  will  (hine  for  a  moment,  and  then  be  either 
Ipft  in  the  night  of  ignorance,  or  difperfed  by 
ftriking  on  our  refilling  habits. 

All  thpfe  perfons  who  might  have  been  able  to 
explain  to  men  what  ore  their  true  rights^  and 
what  is  due  to  them  from  fociety^  have  writteuj  or 
fpol^en  at  fome  diftance  of  time  from  each  other. 
They  were  without  authority,  and  had  no  miffion 
but  that  which  reafon  gives  to  all  wife,  men  for 
fpeaking  truth  :.  and  the  multitude  had  but  little 
opportunity  of  attending  to  them.  Socrates^  Plato, 
and  Pythagoras,  revealed  their  thoughts  to  thofe 
difctples  only,  whofe  difcretion  they  had  proved  2 
and  Cicero  never  dared  to  deliver  in  his  orations 
from  the  roflrum,  what  he  wrote  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  laws^  the  gods,  and  the  republic  of  Rome. 

Printing  has  indeed  fupplied  the  place  of  the  or- 
gans of  fpeech,  in  the  difperfion  of  thoughts ;  but 
this  wonderous  art  did  not  perform  its  prodigies, 
until  a  long  time  after  prejudices  and  the  afcend* 
ency  of  power  had  raifed  a  formidable  rampart 
againfl  all  fpirit  of  innovation.  Ambition,  intereft, 
and  injuftice  were  not  t;)ackwafd  to  avail  themfelves 

of 
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6f  the  feme  mttins,  ttttp!6ycd  pj  fcafon,  to  &ppo(t 
them ;  ihd  before  ignoraiM:e  ^bukl  ui^erftand  the 
cd^mftei'^  traced  on  fwiptr,  th*  f>rcfs  had  ftnt  forth 
a  mafiy  falfehood^  as  truths  into  the  vktfld. 

ff  gdtcrhments  fdtmdi^  mcademies  and  aw-^ 
fhorifed  ptofcflbri  to  deliver  ledures  *i>  the  laws^ 
oti  fbvereignty,  and  dn  th<  intcfeft*  6^  princes,  it 
was  on  condition  of  their  confining  thdmfelves  to 
the  cxifting  laws;  the  fenfc  of  whitk  they  were 
to  detelbpfc,  and  nuike  them  always  ref{>eded« 
Thefe  Ywrators  were  allowed  to  be  prolix^  difiifcj 
atid  xMtufc,  provided  they  atucked  n6t  the  edifice 
eflegiflation^  and  attempted  not  to  prif^e  their 
jktt^ors  to  idopt  a  new  one* 

Thus,  thofc  who  might  have  been  able  to  dif* 
ftifc  inftriiAion,  contributed  only  to  increafe  error  j 
and  the  men,  who  (hould  have  elevated  the  minds 
of  their  hearers,  bound  them  more  ftron^Iy  under 
the  yoke  of  tbeir  ancient  inftitutiohs.  Their 
fcience  did  not  aim  to  teach  what  ou^t  to  be  done 
for  the  general  good  of  all,  but  what  powerful  men 
had  efUbUlhrd  for  their  own  private  advantage. 

Releafed  from  thefe  fatil  (hackles,  we  traced 
things  up  to  their  firft  principle;  and  thit  we 
might  the  ihore  readily  difcover  that  principle. 
We  took  ftatoral  right  to  direft  us  in  the  fearch,  as 
Its  laws  have  preceded  ill  hiitaan  inftitutions. 

**  Man  (fays  Cicero  in  his  \^rk,  which  we  impro* 
ptrly  call  his  Qficetyt^rldt  have  been  placed  on 

^*  earth 


Of  the  R§man  Omftitntitfm  75 

**  earth  for  the  fame  end  as  animals.  Reafon  onct 
•^  underftanding,  from  whence  refults  the  knoww 
'^  ledge  bf  good  and  evil,  belong  not  to  his  phyfi« 
V  cal  nature ;  which  tends  only  to  preftrve  himfelf 
^'  and  his  offspring,  and  to  multiply  his  fpecies : 
^^  they  pertain  to  fomething  of  a  more  elerattd 
**kind* 

**  All  the  duties  of  man  arife  from  a  knowledgtr 
•*  of  juftice  and  injuftice,  and  the  common  utility 
^*  of  (bciety{  to  which  man  16  inftindirely  \sA 
^*  by  nature.  • 

^^  It  was  by  fearching  after  truth  that  man  ti^as 
*^  firft  conduftdd  to  a  knowledge  of  his  duties^  9tA 
^^  thb  itconciUng  and  performance  of  them  ibnft 
^*  morality. 

^*  Society  dwes  its  origin  to  property ;  becatlfe 
<^  men  judged^at  they  c^uld  hot  fingly  pre&tve 
^  that  ptt)perty)  which  was  expoTed  to  the  attacks 
<*  and  violence  of  others.  The  prefenratioA  of 
<^  himfelf  is  alfo  one  of  the  caufei  of  focicty;  for 
<^  the  perCbiis  of  men,  when  unofibciated^  aire  \u 
"  able  to  be  4tttK:ked. 

•«  The  neceffity  of  being  ptefetred,  and  of  pfc* 
<'  feitihg  hi^  ptoperty^  fugg^ed  to  meti,  that  this 
<^  object  ^ould  not  be  accomplifhed  but  by  their 
<^  obliging  themfelves  not  to  attack  others>  eith^iA 
<^  their  property  or  perfons ;  and  that  the)r  ccmld 
^^  not  require  the  proieftion  of  fdciety^  but  by  fub« 
<^  mitting  tkettfeltes  to  «4ntributt  t^  ltt>el  the  nt^ 

«*  tftcki 
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^^  tacks  which  fhould  be  made  on  the  members  of 
^<  that  fociety, 

•  ^^  It  is  in  this  combination  of  duties,  and  this  ex« 
^^  change  of  fuccours  that  juftice  confifts. 

^^  Jiiftict  is  the  foundation  and  fupport  of  al) 
^  human  fociety. 

.    *'  In  all  focieties  common  utility  is  the  bafis  of 
^^  all  principles* 

'*  Injuflice  confifls  in  attacking  the  perfon  or 
^'  property  of  another ;  and  in  not  defending  that 
^*  which  is  attacked. 

^^  Society  is  a  tacit  convention :  it  b  dic« 
^^  tated  by  nature,  as  a  happier  date  for  man,  to 
^^  whofe  welfare  and  tranquillity  it  tends  without 
**  intermiflion, 

^^  Injuftice  brings  on  the  deftrudion  <^  fociety. 
'^  Thus  the  happieft  and  bed  fecured  (bciety  muft 
^^  be  that  where  there  is  the  greateft  equality,  be* 
caufe  there  injuftice  has  the  feweft  temptations 
to  attack  either  perfons  or  property. 

Fidelity  in  keeping  our  word  is  a  law  of  na» 
ture ;  it  is  the  foundation  of  juftice. 
•  ^^  A  man  cannot  exad  ^  promife  from  another, 
^^  without  acknowledging  himfelf  obliged  to  per- 
*'  form  his  own.  The  carefully  keeping  and  un-^ 
^'  derftanding  this  reciprocal  obligation  is  the  ori* 
**  gin  of  fidelity." 

It  is  indeed  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe  which  tempt 
us  to  iay,  ibis  is  fine  and  pure  as  antiquity. 

''  The 
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**  ITic  love  of  our  country,  according  to  th& 

grand  political  fyflem,  triumphs  over  all  other 

obligations.  The  prefervation  of  fociety  is  more 
**  dear  than  the  prefervation  of  a  family. 

**  By  the  natural  law  of  all  focieties,  our  duty  to 
*^  our  country  (lands  before  our  duty  to  our  rcla- 
^'  tions.'* 

True  as  thefe  maxims  may  be,  they  originate  ia 
a  principle  very  different  from  that  which  gives  rife 
to  other  focial  virtues.  It  is  not  nature  that  in- 
fpires  them,  but  a  fublime  refleftion  on  the  im- 
portance  of  fociety.  Many  ages  muft  have  rolled 
away,  before  man  could  perceive  that  he  had  but 
one  country;  and  what  claims  that  country  had 
upon  him. 

According  to  Cicero,  **  all  the  duties  of  fociety, 
^^  all  the  laws,  all  the  morality  muft  conlift  in  the 
'^  wife  and  the  ufeful :  and  the  diftindtion  which 
'^  men  make  between  wifdom  and  utility,  occaiions 
'^  all  the  crimes  of  man  againft  man,  and  of  nation 
'^  againft  nation.  It  leads  to  the  ufurpation  of 
*^  power,  and  to  tyranny  towards  the  republic. 

*^  Wifdom  and  utility  are  the  eflence  of  natural 
^'  right :  and  the  right  of  men,  and  civil  rights 
**  which  are  derived  from  natural  right,  muft  be 
'^  founded  on  the  fame  principles. 

'^  Society,  which  is  the  ftate  moft  confonnable 
'^  to  nature,  becomes  annihilated,  if  toy  thing  is 
-'^  preferred  to  juftice,  upon  which  it  is  fgunded.'' 

From 
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**  ought  only  to  redrcfs  the  wrong,  and  leave  the 
**  culprit  to  repent. 

'*  The  vengeance  of  the  laws  has  the  fame  end 
**  towardsindtvidualsandtowardsotberflates;  from 
•*  whence  it  evidently  refults,  that  the  laws  of  war 
**  can  never  be  reduced  into  any  fyftem*  but  one 
"  purely  defenfive.  Ifit  was  ofTenfiveJuftice  would 
**  be  violated,  as  well  as  the  laws  which  (he  efta- 
"  blithes  equally  between  fociety  and  fociety,  as 
•*  -between  oqe  member  of  fociety  and  another/' 

Who  could  have  believed  that  fuch  a  maxim 
would  have  fprung  from  the  mind  of  a  Roman,  of 
a  con(uI  of  that  republic,  which  was  almofl;  conti- 
nually making  offenfive  wars  ?  But  (b  true  it  is, 
that  reafon  exalts  us  above  all  national  opinions : 
and  that,  philofophy  makes  the  whole  world  our 
country ;  juftice  our  firft  law ;  and  virtue  our  great 
impullive  principle. 
**  The  laws  ofwar  (proceeds  Cicero)  arc  found- 
ed on  the  natural  right  of  avenging  injuries,  of 
repelling  violence,  and  of  terminating  quarrels 
by  force.  Reafon  is  given  to  man  for  the  guide 
**  of  his  aAions ;  therefore  he  muft  only  recur  to 
**  force  when  reafon  and  the  difcuffion  of  his  rights 
^'  are  infufficient. 

**  When  men,  in  a  focial  ftate,  are  obliged  to 
make  war,  their  only  objeft  (hould  be  to  afTurc 
**  the  repofe  of  the  ftate,  and  to  cover  it  from  in- 
'•  fults*    When  that  end  is  accompliftied,  the  war 
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*^  Ihould  ceafe.  Therefore  peace  cannot  be  refufed 
**  to  an  enemy,  even  when  the  breach  is  made« 

'*  After  a  viftory,  no  cruelty  muft  be  exercifed 
^'  towards  the  vanquilhed,  if  attention  is  ftiewn  to 
*'  what  the  laws  of  war  require  :  and  the  conquer*- 
"  ors  cannot  refufe  to  protedt  the  conquered  by  the 
**  force  of  arms. 

'*  Treaties  made  with  an  enemy  muft  be  (cru- 
**  puloufly  obferved,  and  with  good  faith  ;  that  is, 
'^  according  to  the  intent  and  principle  of  the  convention^ 
**  and  not  according  to  the  literal  expreJjionJ* 

This  maxim,  fo  tnie  in  politics,  is  not  fufEcient- 
ly  refpefted,  I  do  not  mean  by  the  barbarous  ftates, 
but  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  M.  dc  Mably  re- 
ports a  proof  of  it  in  his  treatife  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions. 

"  In  1733  (fays  he)  the  court  of  France  fent 
**  fome  battallions  to  the  relief  of  Dantzick,  where 
*'  Stainllaws  was  bcfieged  by  the  Ruffian  army, 
*'  and  this  weak  body  of  troops  was  obliged  to  ca- 
**  pitulate.  The  commanding  officer  contented 
*'  himfelf  unfortunately  with  ftipulating,  that  they 
^^  fljould  be  conduced  to  fome  port  in  the  Baltic  fea. 

"  The  intention  of  the  commander  was,  that 
*'  they  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  he  cxpefted  tQ 
**  have  them  tranfportcd  to  fome  neutral  port ;  but 
*'  Count  Munik  fent  them  to  Peterfbourg,  where 
*^  they  were  treated  as  prifoners  of  war;  and  it  was 
'^  alleged  by  the  Count  that  the  agreement  was 
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*^  fulfilled^  as  they  were  conducted  to  a  port  of  the 
^*  Baltic.  And  (continues  M,  de  Mabiy)  regard- 
**  ing  the  letter  of  a  treaty  as  more  decifive  than 
*^  the  evident  intention,  the  French  officer  was 
*^  accufed  of  careleffnefs  or  ignorance  ;  and  it  was 
**  barely  faidthat  the  Ruffian  general  had  not  been 
^^  generous  in  taking  fuch  an  advantage,  without 
*'  his  being  accufed  of  infidelity/' 

But  to  return  to  Cicero : 

**  The  abufe  (fays  he)  which  is  fometimcs  made 
"  of  the  words  and  expreffions  of  a  treaty,  when 
**  they  arc  contradiftory  to  the  intention  with 
^^  which  it  was  made,  is  a  perfidy  like  that  which 
^^  a  certain  general  .committed,  who,  having  made 
**  a  truce  for  thirty  days^  ravaged  the  country  every 
"  night/' 

Cicero  takes  occafion  here  to  extol  the  Arid 
principles  of  his  republic,  by  relating  the  decifion 
of  the  cenfors,  who  degraded  ten  foldiers,  prifoners 
in  the  camp  of  Hannibal,  becaufe,  being  fuffi^red  to 
go  out  on  their  promife  of  returning,  they  had 
broken  their  parole. 

Cicero,  in  vaunting  of  the  good  faith  of  his  coun- 
try in  its  treaties,  fhews  himfelf  more  of  a  Roman 
than  a  philofopher,  for  their  good  faith  had  retired 
with  their  virtues. 

Regulus,  returning  voluntarily  to'  Carthage,  to 
fuflfer  a  dreadful  death,  proved  how  much  the  pro- 
mife he  had  given  of  returning  thither,  if  he  could 

not 
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Aot  bring  his  fellow  citizens  to  a  peace,  predomi- 
nated over  every  thing.  But  this  was  rather  the 
virtue  of  Regulus  than  of  his  republic. 

Let  us  confult  Montefquieu  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  Romans  made  their  treaties:  and  with- 
out blaming  Cicero  for  gloffing  over  that  which 
might  have  drawn  reproach  upon  his  country,  we 
(hall  fee  at  leafl  to  which  of  the  two  we  ought  to 
give  credit  on  this  occafion. 

"  As  the  Romans  (fays  Montefquieu)  never 
^  made  peace  with  good  faith ;  and  that,  in  the 
^  defign  of  invading  all,  their  treaties  were  pro- 
^  perly  but  fufpenfions  of  arms,  they  always  intro« 
^  duced  fuch  conditions  as  mud  lead  to  the  ruin 

*  of  the  ftate  which  accepted  them. 

*'  Sometimes  they  availed  themfelves  of  the  fub* 
'  tile  terms  of  their  language,  to  abufe  thofe  whom 

*  they  treated  with*  This  was  the  cafe,  when  they 

*  deftroyed  Carthage ;  faying,  that  they  had  only 

*  promifed  to  fave  the  city  not  the  town.    They 
'  alfo  deceived  the  Etolians,  who  abandoned  them* 

*  felves  to  their  faith j  by  faying  that  the  figni^' 
^  fication  of  thefe  words  imported  the  giving  up 

^  of  every  thing ;  of  their  perfons,  lands,  cities^ 
^  temples,  and  fepulchres. 
^*  When  one  of  their  generak  made  peace,  in  or- 

*  der  to  fave  his  army,  on  the  point  of  perifhing,  the 

*  fenate,  who  would  not  ratify  the  treaty,  profited 
^  by  i t,  and  then  continued  the  war.  Thus  too,  when 
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'^  Jugurtha  after  furrounding  a  Roman  army,  fuf- 
*^  fered  ihem  to  depart  on  the  faith  of  a  treaty,  even 
*^  the  very  troops  which  he  had  faved,  fought 
**  agairtft  him.  When  the  Numantines  had  re- 
**  duced  twenty  thoufand  Romans,  ready  to  expire 
**  by  famine,  to  folicit  peace ;  this  peace,  which 
**  had  faved  fo  many  citizens,  was  broken  at  Rome, 
**  and  they  eluded  the  public  faith,  by  fending 
**  back  the  conful  who  had  figned  it." 

Even  Cicero  acknowledges  that  the  reptiblic  of 
Rome  was  debafed  by  the  fenate,  which  extorted 
from  certain  cities  the  tribute  that  had  been  remit- 
ted by  Sylla,  notwithftanding  the  fum  which  they 
had  payed  for  the  remiffion. 

From  this  opinion  of  Montefquieu,  we  may 
conclude,  as  well  as  from  the  general  review  we 
have  taken,  that  the  Romans  ought,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  grandeur,  or  at  leaft  of  theil"  glor\',  to 
have  adopted  thcfe  maxims  of  C'^'^ro,  on  the  good 
faith  which  ought  to  be  the  foul  of  treaties. 

To  the  engagements  of  nation  with  nation  may 
very  properly  be  applied  what  Cicero  fays  refpeft- 
ing  private  engagements :  *'  Exceptions  muft  be 
"  made  (fays  he)  when,  contrary  to  all  juftice,  they 
*^  have  been  fubfcribed  to  through  fear,  or  forced 
**  from  the  pariy  by  violence/*  Thus,  in  cafes 
where  an  enemy,  abufing  his  viftory,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  terror  of  a  vanquiflied  people, 
impofes,  as  the  conditions  of  peace,  that  they  (hall 
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change  their  religious  worftiip;  and  not  only  deli- 
ver up  their  arms,  but  ceafe  to  acknowledge  for 
king  the  prince  upon  whom  the  general  will  and 
the  law  have  conferred  that  title ;  a  treaty,  which 
contained  fuch  conditions,  could  not  bind  a  van- 
quiftied  people,  becaufc  it  would  contradidt  the  firft 
rules  of  juftice. 

Religious  worfhip  belongs  to  the  opinions  of 
men :  when  a  nation  has  adopted  that  which  they 
conceive  the  beft,  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Deity, 
no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  prcfcribe  an- 
other* 

Pefence  is  a  natural  law :  and  to  require  of  a 
people,  that  they  (hould  ceafe  to  fabricate  or  to 
procure  arms  to  defend  their  pofleffion^,  would  be 
to  impofe  an  unjuft  reftraint  upon  them ;  and  if  they 
have  been  forced  to  fubfcribe  to  it,  by  the  fear  of 
annihilation,  they  may,  without  breach  of  faith, 
refume  the  free  exercife  of  their  faculties  and  of  the 
rights  of  men.  It  is  not  then  the  vanquilhed 
who  do  wrong,  by  infringing  a  treaty,  it  is  the 
vanquiflier,  by  having  inferted  an  article  contradic- 
tory to  natural  juftice. 

In  fine^  the  people  who  have  chofen  a  king; 
who  have  placed  him  on  the  throne,  and 
fworn  fidelity  to  him,  are  bound  by  that  firft 
oath ;  and.  the  conquerors  can  neither  annul  that 
oath,  nor  impofe  a  law  to  compel  them  to  fub- 
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mit  to  any  other  monarch,  not  freely  eleftcd  by 
them. 

The  origin  of  kings  and  of  written  laws,  accord- 
ing to  Cicero,  was  this  :  ^*  Men,  united  in  fociety, 
^'  found  the  neceffity  of  having  fome  laws  eftablifti- 
"  ed,  which  ftiould  be  equally  binding  to  all.  The 
**  poorer  part  finding  themfelves  oppreffed  by  the 
**  rich,  had  recourfe  to  fome  man,  diftinguiftied  for 
^'  his  virtue,  to  inforce  the  obfervance  of  juftice, 
*^  The  wifdom  of  the  firft  kings,  thus  chofen,  fup- 
*^  plied  the  place  of  laws ;  but  men  found  that  they 
**  might  not  always  have  a  good  king ;  they  there- 
**  fore  wrote  down  the  llws,  that  the  rights  of  citi- 
**  zens  might  be  invariably  fixed." 

After  having  thus  extrafted  from  the  Offices  of 
Cicero  all  which  relates  to  natural  right,  and  to  the 
rights  of  men,  it  remains  for  me  to  confider  what 
he  has  written  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  in  his  Treatifc 
on  the  Laws. 

I  Jnfortunately  a  great  part  of  that  work  has  not 
defcended  down  to  us,  and  the  depriving  us  of  it, 
is  not  one  of  the  leaft  important  lofles  which  we 
have  fuftained,  by  the  invafion  of  ignorance  and 
barbarifm.  But  men,  who  acknowledged  no  right 
but  that  of  the  fword,  no  law  but  that  of  con- 
queft,  were  not  likely  to  pay  any  great  regard 
to  the  obfervations  of  a  philofopher  on  juftice 
and  injuftice :  fiich  obfervations  would  be  as  im- 
potent, as  the  plea  of  right  and  reafon  againft  the 
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rapacity  of  a  warlike  troop,  to  whom  their  chiefs 
had  promifed  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  vanquifhed. 

It  mud  be  acknowledge  that  the  Romans  were 
lefs  authorifed  than  any  other  nation,  to  give  leflbns 
to  conquerors ;  or  to  endeavour  to  flop  others  by 
the  laws  of  juftice  and  the  rules  of  propriety,  fincc 
they  had  never  fet  any  bounds  to  their  own  fchemes 
of  conqueft. 

Cicero  thinks  that  the  juftice  of  focial  laws  is 
not  abfolute,  for  that  juftice  depends  only  on 
its  own  effence.  **  Laws  devifed  by  men  (fays  he) 
^*  may  fwerve  widely  from  juftice;  but  they  are  not 
^*  true  laws,  they  ought  not  even  to  bear  the 
*^  name. 

**  If  (continues  Cicero)  the  will  of  the  people, 
^*  the  ordinances  of  a  fenate,  the  deciiions  of  ma- 
*^  giftrates,  could  determine  what  is  juft,  we  need 
*^  only  gain  fuffrages,  •and  enfure  a  majority  of 
*'  votes,  for  rendering  robbery,  theft,  adultery,  and 
^*  the  forging  of  teftaments  legal. 

**  We  have  no  other  rule  (fays  he)  for  diftin- 
^*  guifhing  a  good  law  from  a  bad  one  but  nature. 
^'  The  fcnfe  with  which  we  are  all  endowed,  en- 
**  ables  us  to  difcern  what  is  juft  from  what  is  un- 
*'  juft;  what  is  proper  from  what  is  improper." 

It  refults  from  this  truth,  that  all  legiHators  ought, 
before  they  form  a  law,  to  confult  nature;  and 
examine  whether  what  they  are  going  to  ordain  ac- 
cords with  that  fentiment  of  juflice,  which  is  found 
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in  every  mind :  and  if,  in  the  work  I  have  been 
analizing,  we  could  find  but  this  one  important 
maxim  ;  it  is  fo  beautiful,  fo  inftruftive,  that  it 
would  not  be  too  dearly  obtained  at  any  price. 

Cicero  was  of  opinion,  that  a  law  ought  to  be 
preceded  by  an  explanation  of  the  motives  which 
occafioned  it ;  but  Seneca  differs  widely  from  him . 
in  this  point.  **  A  law  (fays  Seneca)  ftiould  be 
**  ftiort,  that  every  perfon  may  retain  it  in  their 
^'  memory  :  it  fhould  ftrike  the  mind  fuddenly  like 
*^  a  voice  from  heaven ;  it  Ihould  command,  and 
**  not  be  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffion."  So  entirely 
were  the  thoughts  of  thefe  men  influenced  by  the 
circumftances  under  which  they  wrote  ! 

The  opinion  of  Cicero  is  that  of  9.  republican, 
who  makes  great  account  of  the  voluntary  confent 
of  the  people  to  whom  the  law  is  addreffed.  The 
opinion  of  Seneca  is  that  of  a  writer,  whofe  mind  is 
already  debafed  by  fervitude :  he  fees  in  the  em- 
peror, who  governs,  the  image  of  a  God  command- 
ing mortals.  To  remember  and  to  obey  the  law, 
are,  in  his  idea,  the  right  and  duty  of  the  people. 
But,  in  running  over  the  books  of  the  laws,  we  dif- 
cover  that,  if  Seneca  could  not  defend  his  reafon 
from  the  afcendency  of  defpotlfm,  Cicero  could 
not  guard  his  from  the  influence  of  augurial  dig- 
nity :  he  has  the  weaknefs  to  extol  the  miniftry  of 
augures  and  aufpices ! 

He 
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He  might  perhaps  have  deferved  praife  for  his 
diffimulation,  if  he  had  contented  himfelf  with 
'  feigning  a  religious  refpeft  for  thofe  ancient  cere- 
monies, which  fuperftition  had  multiplied;  becaufe 
they  attached  the  people  to  their  temples,  to  their 
pontiffs,  and  added  to  the  empire  of  morality  that 
of  the  fear  of  the  Gods.  But  for  a  philofopher  to 
degrade  his  wifdom  fo  far,  as  to  recommend,  undeT 
fain  of  death  y  a  blind  deference  for  the  decifions  of 
thefe  privileged  impoftures,  who  fet  themfelves 
above  the  law  ;  who  could  difconcert  the  prudence 
of  a  general;  breakup  a  public  aflembly;  flop  a 
wife  decree  of  the  fenatc,  by  ungeneroufly  fporting 
with  the  credulity  of  the  people. 

When  Cicero  endeavours  to  demonftrate  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  prefages,  by  fables  drawn  from  anti- 
quity, we  lofe  at  once  all  that  admiration,  which 
increafed  as  we  read  his  Treatife  on  the  Laws :  and 
the  writer,  whofe  wifdom  we  there  contemplated 
with  fo  much  delight,  feems  to  refemble  one  of 
thofe  ancient  flatues,  whofe  graceful,  nay  almofl 
divine  forms  terminated  in  a  manner  which  an- 
nounced a  fhameful  origin. 

What  Cicero  fays  in  the  third  book  of  the  Laws, 
is  foreign  to  our  fubjeft.  It  is  of  no  importance 
to  us,  to  know  what  ought  to  be  the  eflablifhed 
term  for  an  edile  to  hold  his  office,  the  bufinefs  of 
which  was  fimilar  to  that  of  our  magiflrates  of  po- 
lice.   The  lefTons  which  he  gives  to  cenfors  arc 

alfo 
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alfo  ufclefs  to  people  who  arc  raifed  above  cen- 
furc. 

His  opinion  concerning  the  utility  of  the  tri- 
bunes honouring  the  fenator,  who  had  frequent 
occafion  to  coRiplain  of  their  preponderance,  is. 
likewife  of  little  moment  to  us.  If  we  had  tri- 
bunes, we  (hould  be  able  to  prevent  troubles  and 
feditions,  and  diredt  the  people  to  more  legal  pur- 
fuits.  They  ought  not  to  be  eledted  out  of  every 
dafs. 

It  would  be  neceffary  that  thefe  new  tribunes, 
inveftcd  with  the  public  agency,  (houid  be  neither 
the  creatures  of  the  king  nor  the  creatures  of  the 
magiftrates ;  but  the  men  of  the  people,  for  watch- 
ing over  the  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the  nation, 
and  the  police  regulations ;  accelerating  jufticc 
.  in  the  tribunals ;  infpefting  prifons  and  hofpitals ; 
and  defending  the  weak  from  all  injuflice  and  op- 
predion. 

Cicero  declaims  with  reafon,  in  his  third  book 
of  Laws,  againft  the  mode  of  eleftion  by  ballot, 
which  was  juft  then  eftablilhedat  Rome;  and  which 
was  afterwards  extended  to  decifions  in  the  trials 
of  capital  offenders,  and  to  the  admiffion  of  new 
laws. 

**  This  mode  (fays  Cicero)  which  feems  to  give 
*'  more  liberty  to  opinion,  has  been  invented  by 
**  the  enemies  of  public  welfare.  It  leaves  a  field 
*^  to  intrigue  and  cabal ;  and  the  great  can  pur- 

*^  chafe 
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*^  chafe  votes  with  much  more  facility,  when  it  is   . 
**  impoflible  to  difcover  thofe  who  have  fold  their 
«'  fuffrages/' 

This  truth  was  perceived  by  our  reprefentativcs, 
when  they  preferred  the  nominal  appeal  to  the 
mode  of  balloting ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
fame  noble  freedom  will  be  adopted  in  our  tribu- 
nals, as  magiftrates  are  accountable  to  the  public 
for  their  decifions.  If  they  are  juft,  they  cannot 
be  avowed  too  publicly;  if  they  arc  iniquitous, 
they  ftiould  be  branded  with  ftiame.  If  a  magi- 
ftrate  has  not  courage  to  refift  feduftion,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  a  prevailing  opinion,  let  him  refign  hts 
o£&ce ;  but  give  him  not  an  opportunity  of  concedi*- 
ing  his  wickednefs  in  the  gloom  of  fecrecy ;  nor 
fufFer  him,  involved  in  the  multitude  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  adding  falfehood  to  iniquity,  to  take 
refuge  from  cenfure,  by  faying,  "  If  the  decree  is 
wjttft^  it  is  not  my  faulty  I  cafi  in  my  negative  againfl  it. 
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F  all  the  conftitutions  which  exifl  at  this  day, 
tjic  Germanic  conftitution  is  the  moft  complicated ; 
and  it  is  of  all  others  the  one  which  there  is  the 
grcatcft  neceffity  for  tracing  through  all  its  rela- 
tions ;  becaufe  it  forms  the  central  point  in  which 
the  interefts  of  the  principal  ftates  of  Europe  are 
united.  The  .affemblage  and  organization  of  its 
parts  has  had  no  model  in  antiquity. 

Aweful  from  its  force,  aftonifliing  from  the  ac- 
cordance of  its  powers,  it  may  be  compared  to 
thofe  machines  whofe  wheels,  though  of  different 
diameters,  turn  in  concert,  and  give  morion  to 
many  levers  which  aft  and  re-ad:  upon  eacli  other 
continually.  On  examining  this  complex  fyftem 
with  attention,  we  perceive  that  a  more  fimple  one 
might  be  devifed,  which  would  anfwer  the  purpofe 
better,  and  at  lefs  coft ;  but  who  would  dare  even 
to  fuggeft  the  idea  of  a  reform  fo  contrary  to  the 
ftrongeft  of  the  human  paffions  ?  I  ihall  only  detail 
the  conftituent  parts  of  this  body,  and  defcribe 
their  movements. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  we  have  confidered  no  ocher  chiefs  of 
Ibciety  but  kings  and  fenators;  and  no  defenders 
of  the  privileges  of  the  people  biit  the  ephoriji 
tribunes,  and  orators.  Now  wc  arc  going  to  dif-^ 
cover  fovercignty  in  greater  fpiendour^  but  wq 
fhall  at  the  fame  time  obferve>  that  what  it  gain$ 
in  pomp,  it  lofes  in  power i  and  that  if  this  fovc-» 
reign  did  not  poflefs  other  dominions,  befides 
thofe  annexed  to  his  fovereignty,  he  would  be  fur-» 
rounded  with  none  but  the  creators  of  his  dignity  ; 
who,  after  having  humbled  themfelveS  for  a  mo-^ 
ment  before  the  idol  of  their  chofed,  would  proudly 
turn  upon  him  and  become  his  rivals. 

We  here  perceive,  placed  at  a  great  diftance,  a 
multitude  of  princes  intoxicated  with  their  titles^ 
who  when  aflemblcd  from  a  medley  fo  extravagant^ 
that  thofe  who  contemplate  them  know  not  whether 
they  fliould  blufh  or  laugh.  What  can  indeed  be 
more  ridiculous  than  a  college  of  petty  fovercigns, 
fome  difplaying  the  gallant  air  of  cavaliers,  others  ap- 
pearing as  prelates;  many  as  monks>  and  fome  ha- 
bited in  the  drefs  of  abbefles.  With  what  a  variety 
of  fen ti  men ts  mud  the  mind  be  aflailed,  when  wc 
behold  this  morely  train,  and  are  told  to  regard  them 
as  the  princes  of  the  empire;  as  the  chiefs  of  the  moft 
populous  country  in  the  univerfe. 

If,  after  having  fighed  over  fuch  a  fpe Aacle  of  vanir 
ty,  we  penetrate  this  perpetual  diet;  behold  it  emplc^* 
ed  in  regulating  the  rank  and  precedence  of  its  mem- 
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peror  depofe  three  popes,  while  the  emperor  Hertiy 
the  Fourth  was  in  his  turn  excommunicated,  and 
fliortly  after  depofed :  and  in  1122,  Henry  V. 
concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  he  renounced  the 
inveftiture  of  ecclefiaftical  dignities. 

In  this  ftruggle  between  the  imperial  and  triple 
crowns,  the  latter,  aided  by  the  arms  of  religion, 
difengaged  Rome  from  the  fovereignty  of  the  em- 
peror ;  deprived  Matilda  of  the  fucceffion ;  and 
under  the  reign  of  Frederick  II.  all  the  authority 
of  the  German  emperors  in  Italy  was  extinguiflhed 
and  wholly  difappeared. 

The  death  of  William,  count  of  Holland,  who 
had  been  eledled  by  the  {lates,  was  followed  with 
that  long  interregnum  fo  fatal  to  the  people  of 
Germany ;  and  it  was  then  feen  that  the  greateft 
misfortune  which  can  happen  to  fubjeds,  is  to  be 
under  authority  placed  at  a  diftance  from  them ; 
and  which,    pretending  to  derive    all  its  power 
from  heaven,  ftill  interferes  with  the  concerns  of 
the  world  ;  holds  domination  over  thrones ;  places 
upon  them  fuch  princes  as  it  believes  moll  difpofed 
to  favour  its  projects ;  entertains  in  foreign  nations 
a  militia  enrolled  under  its  banners  ;  which  is  paid 
by  fuperftition,  and  ready  to  be  oppofed  at  will 
to  the  power  of  empires. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  bloody  anarchy, 
the  princes  and  nobles,  and  the  cities  which  called 
themfelvcs  free,  extremely  increafed  and  llrength- 
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encd  their  own  privileges,  by  altc;rnately  favouring 
and  oppoiing  thofe  who  pretended  to  the  imperial 
trown.  Powerful  individuals  availed  themfelves, 
as  a  kind  of  plea  for  their  injuftice  and  vengeance, 
of  what  is  called  le  droit  manuaire ^  or  the  right  of  coU 
kHing  manorial  duties.  This  they  performed  by  openly 
attacking  their  enemies,  fetting  fire  to  their  caftles, 
ravaging  their  lands,  carrying  off  all  they  could 
find,  and  even  obliging  the  owners  to  fly  until  they 
could  mufler  fufiicient  force  to  make  reprifals« 
Thefe  horrid  afts  of  outrage  had,  like  duels,  their 
niles  and  principles:  defiance  was  firft  fent  in 
three  different  forms  :  the  firft  in  perfon;  the  fe- 
cond  by  verbal  meffage,  expreffive  of  the  fame  de- 
fiance ;  and  the  third  by  letters,  conceived  in  thefe 
terms,  '^  We  the  noble  —  make  known  to  you 

*' that  not  having  been  able  to  obtain  our 

*'  rights,  we  announce  to  you  our  intention  to  pur- 
*^  fue  you  with  pillage,  fire,  and  fword  :  we  arc 
**  againft  you  and  your  allies,  and  the  allies  of  your 
*'  allies.  You  may  exped  us  three  days  and  three 
"  nights :* 

It  is  neceffary  to  obfer\'e,  that  it  was  not  until 
thefe  excefles  had  been  pradlifed  for  a  confiderable 
time  without  advertifement,  and  without  prelimina- 
ries, that  fuch  afts  of  hoftility  were  preceded  by  the 
fame  forms  ufed  by  fovereigns"^  in  making  war; 
and  by  all  thofe  rules,  which  men  have  prefumed 
to  call  the  rules  of  honour.    The  lower  clalFes  of 

Vol.  I.  H  fubjecls. 
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fubjcfts,  as  well  as  the  nobles,  made  it  their  glory 
to  engage  in  thofe  outrages. 

The  emperors  could  not,  for  fome  centuries,  pu6 
an  end  to  this  barbarifm,  though  all  their  power 
was  employed  againit  it ;  and  they  were  obliged 
at  laft  to  compound  with  the  plunderers,  by  con- 
fining their  excelTes  to  certain  days,  and  to  certain 
privileged  places.  When  we  confider  the  accounts 
tranfmitted  to  us  of  the  manners  of  antiquity,  and 
compare  them  with  the  hiftory  of  thefe  more  mo- 
dern times,  we  ahnofl:  believe  the  world  muft  have 
been  peopled  with  a  different  fpecies  of  men. 

Fanaticifin,  the  abufe  of  religion,  and  falfe 
principles  of  heroifm  and  greatnefs,  have  fo  ob** 
fcured  our  ideas,  that  we  feem  to  deviate  ftom 
moraUty  and  reafon  in  proportion,  as  we  feek  to 
raife  our  thoughts  of  them  to  a  fublimer  height. 
The  tranfition  from  error  to  truth,  cannot  be  efFeft- 
cd  without  producing  great  diforders  in  fociety  j 
and  that  is  probably  the  reafon  why  wife  men  have 
been  afraid  to  attempt  too  fudden  a  change  in  the 
opinions  of  mankind,  however  vicious  thofe  opi- 
nions might  be. 

Before  chriftianity  had  purified  the  human 
mind,  how  many  misfortunes  did  its  truths,  ill 
explained,  and  ftill  more  ill  conceived^  occafion 
in  the  world :  and  how  much  blood  did  they 
caufe  to  be  ftied  in  the  eaftern  and  weftern  em- 
pires, and  in  Germany  !  If  the  popes  had  con^ 
tented  themfelves  mxh  explaining  to  the  people 

their 
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their  legal  rights^  without  endeavouring  to  ufurp 
any  others  :  if  they  had  fought  to  reign  only  by 
the  power  of  wifdom :  if,  in  exalting  the  papal 
chair  above  all  thrones,  they  had  betrayed  no  views 
but  thole  of  watching  over  the  government  of  princes 
exhorting  them,  with  more  effeft,  in  confequence  of 
their  fuperiof  ity,  to  the  exercife  of  juftice;  and  inter- 
pofing  their  mediation  in  all  their  differences^  for  the 
fingle  purpofe  of  reftoring  peace  :  if  reducing  to  fim- 
ple  principles  the  truths  of  which  they  called  them- 
fclves  the  interpreters,  they  had  by  them  afforded 
confolation  to  the  unhappy,  and  hope  to  the  op- 
prelTed ;  and  if  their  anger  had  been  always  righte- 
ous, and  their  protection  always  equitably  afforded^ 
What  authority  would  they  have  tranfmitted  to  their 
fucceiTors ;  what  crowns  of  true  glory  would  have 
accumulated  on  their  heads  !  They  would  have 
been  the  fathers  of  all  people,  the  princes  of  all 
princes,  and  none  would  have  dared  to  difputewith 
them  the  empire  of  virtue. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  popes  from  being 
at  firfl  the  fubjefts  of  kings,  could  not  content 
themfelves  with  being  their  rivals  in  power,  but 
they  determined  to  domineer  over  them;  and, 
ftrong  in  the  weaknefs  of  the  people,  they  elevated 
or  degraded  fovereigns  at  their  pleafure.  Germany 
felt  more  than  any  other  chriftian  ftate,  the  in- 
fluence of  their  ambitious  projefts. 

At  length  the  eledion  of  Rhodolph  of  Hapfburg, 
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which  took  place  in  1273,  by  a  general  compi'o^ 
mife  among  the  eleftors,  drew  this  vaft  cmpij?e^ 
from  the  exhaufted  and  chaotic  ftate,  into  which 
it  had  been  plunged  by  the  long  interregnum* 
From  this  emperor  fprung  all  the  princes  of  the 
lioufe  of  Auftria. 

The  long  vacancy  of  the  imperial  throne,  was  na 
lefs  favourable  in  Italy,  than  in  Germany,  to  the 
liberty  of  many  cities  which  depended  on  the  em- 
pire. Rhodolph,  too  weak  to  bring  them  again  to 
obedience,  judged  it  expedient  to  confirm  their 
independence,  on  their  paying  him  certain  fums  of 
money. 

Adolphus,  count  of  Naflaw,  was  depofed  by  the 
princes  of  Germany,  after  having  been  elefted  by 
a  compromife  of  the  eleftor  of  Mayence.  AI- 
bert,  of  Auftria,  elefted  in  the  room  of  the  count 
of  Naflaw,  maintained  his  eleftion  both  againft 
his  rival,  whom  he  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spires, 
and  againft  the  pope ;  who  after  having  fummoned 
him  to  appear  before  him,  in  order  to  purge  himfelf 
from  excommunication  J  humbly  called  him  to  his  aid 
againft  Philip  the  Bald ;  and  not  only  acknow- 
ledged him  for  emperor,  but  added  to  the  title  that 
of  king  of  France,  which  he  faid  muft  undoubt- 
edly make  part  of  the  German  empire,  becaufe 
the  empire  made  part  of  the  dominions  of  France, 
under  the  reign  of  Charlemagne ;  but  ambition 

and 
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«nd  injuftice  are  feldom  very  confident  in  their 
vengeance. 

Italy  feemed  to  detach  itfelf  more  and  more  from 
Germany,  Four  emperors  did  not  caufe  them- 
fclves  to  be  crowned ;  and  negledled  going  to  Rome 
to  offer  there  the  fucceffors  of  the  Caefars.  Henry 
the  Eighth  conceived,  unfortunately,  adefireto  be 
crowned  king  of  the  Romans ;  and  pafTed  into 
Italy  for  that  purpofe.  He  entered  Rome  lels  as 
a  ibyereign  than  a  conqueror :  difperfed  all  who 
oppofed  his  paflage  :  fpread  terror  through  the 
iacred  college ;  and  was  crowned  by  three  cardi- 
nals. 

In  order  to  proclaim  his  fovereignty,  he  cfta- 
bfiflied  a  governor  at  Rome ;  impofed  an  annual 
tribute  on  all  the  cities,  and  was  even  refolved  to 
(ubdue  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  his  authority. 

This  prince  was  going  to  fupport  his  high  pre- 
tentions by  force  of  arms  ;  and  to  humble,  at  one 
blow,  the  pope,  who  ftyled  himfelf  fovereign  of 
Naples,  and  the  king,  who  was  the  pope's  vaffal ; 
when  one  of  thofe  fudden  deaths,  more  frequent 
in  Italy  than  eliewherj:,  put  an  end  to  all  his  pro- 
jects. Under  his  fucceffor,  Louis  of  Bavaria,  the 
limits  of  the  empire  were  again  confined  to  Ger- 
njany.  Charles  IV.  grandfon  of  Henry  VIII. 
after  having  been  eledted  by  the  unanimous  fuf- 
frage  of  the  eleftors,  went  to  Rome  to  receive  the 
crown  from  the  hands  of  the  cardinaB.    Never 
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was  any  ceremony  performed  with  greater  pomp  %^ 
and  never  did  any  fovereign  poffefs  lefs  power  ia 
the  place  where  he  was  crowned :  he  was  not  even 
permited  to  pafs  the  night  of  his  coronation  day 
in  the  city^  which  had  been  witnefs  of  all  his  ho- 
nours :  for  the  remembrance  of  the  entry  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  and  the  power  which  he  erercifed,  had 
fo  terrified  pope  Clement  VI.  that  he  caufed  Charles 
to  be  informed  before  his  eleftion,  that  if  he  came 
to  Rome  to  be  crowned,  he  muft  remain  there  no 
longer  than  the  day  of  the  ceremony. 

Thefe  details  which  feem  at  firft  view  to  be  only 
hiftorical  anecdotes,  lead  us  much  into  the  know- 
ledge of  the  conftitution  of  Germany,  and  prepare 
us  to  dive  into  the  fpirit  of  its  laws. 

It  was  under  the  reign  of  Charles  IV.  that  the 
femous  bulle  if  or  (golden  feal)  was  publiftied,  a 
name  which  it  derived  from  the  great  gold  feal, 
imprefled  with  the  imperial  arms,  which  was  affixed 
to  it.  This  bulk  is  the  firft  fundamental  law  of  the 
German  conftitution.  By  it  the  manner  of  eled:- 
ing  and  crowning  the  emperor  are  regulated  ;  the 
rights  of  the  eleftors  fixed,  and  their  number  li- 
mited. 

The  interefts  of  the  people  are  attended  to  in 
very  few  points  throughout  this  law.  Pretentions 
to  the  right  of  governing  them  have,  however, 
proved  fo  fatal  when  oppofcd  j  and  have  produced 

fuch 
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foch  bloody  fccHes  and  fwch  horrible  ravages,  that 
it  was  doing  a  great  deal  for  the  fubjedts,  to  fix  in- 
variable rules  for  the  creation  of  a  fovereign. 

This  bulle  d'oiy  although  the  fundamental  law  of 
Germany,  is  written  in  Latin.  Many  of  its  arrange- 
ments are  nowaboliftied,  fuchas  thofe  which  regulate 
challenges ;  and  others  have  never  been  carried  into 
execution :  the  countPalatine,  for  inftance,  has  never 
cxcrcifed  the  right  of  judging  the  criminal  caufes 
pf  the  empire,  although  the  i^uUe  d'or  attributes  to 
him  that  department.  Other  regulations,  direded 
by  this  great  inftrument,  have  been  altered,  parti- 
cularly that  which  grants  to  the  emperor  alone,  the 
jright  of  naming  eledors  when  vacancies  occur. 
The  number  of  eleftors  were  by  this  iulle  confined 
to  feven,  but  they  have  fince  been  increafed  to 
nine ;  and,  in  fine,  they  are  not  reduced  to  bread 
a|id  water,  if  they  negledt  elefting  a  king  of  the 
Romans  in  the  f pace  of  thirty  days ;  though  the  bulk 
d'or  condemns  them  to  that  diet,  fo  little  agreeable 
;o  the  luxury  of  fovereigns.  But  notwithftanding 
thefe  alterations,  it  is  ftill  equally  confulted,  and 
confidered  as  pofleffing  the  full  force  of  law  in  aU 
points,  except  where  fome  derogation  has  been 
piade  exprefsly,  and  by  confent  of  the  dates. 

The  fecond  fundamental  law  of  the  eniipire  is 
Jtnown  under  the  title  of  de  paix  publique  (the  ge- 
l^er^l  pe^ce)  it9  principal  objiedi;  is  to  abolifli  the 

H  4  droit 
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droit  manuaire,  which^  at  that  time,  continued 
to  fpread  trouble  through  every  part  of  Ger- 
many. 

The  principal  ordinations  of  this  aft,  publifhed 
by  confent  of  the  ftates  at  the  diet  of  Worms,  in 
the  year  1495,  are  the  following : 

"  No  member  of  the  empire  (hall  declare  war 
^*  againft  another  member ;  neither  attack,  nor 
**  pillage,  nor  make  prifoner,  nor  difpoflefs  of  his 
*^  domains,  ary  perfon  fubmitted  to  the  decifions 
"of  juftice/' 

How  could  it  be  poffible  that  among  a  people 
civilized  for  fo  many  ages,  fuch  a  law  as  this  (hould 
be  neceflary  ?  It  feems  from  its  being  fo,  that 
barbarifm  effaces  from  the  heart  and  mind  of  man, 
all  the  firft  principles  of  natural  juftice  ! 

**  Each  perfon  (hall  grant  a  free  pa(rage  through 
^^  his  domains,  to  the  vaflTals  of  another,  and  no 
**  one  (hall  exercife  any  violence  againft  them. 

"  No  perfon  (hall  feduce  the  vaflTals  of  another, 
*'  nor  perfuade  them  to  revolt  againft  their  lords ; 
'•  nor  proteft  thofe  who  fly  for  any  crime. 
**  The  ftates  (hall  arreft  all  vagabonds ;  and, 
^'  No  perfon  (hall  aid  the  efcape  of  thofe  who 
*'  have  mfringed  the  laws  :  on  the  contrary, 
"  each  ftate  (hall  be  bound  to  take  main  force 
^*  for  caufingthe  fentences  pronounced  againft  fuch 
*  *  offenders,  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

*^  Perfons  who  infringe  the  law,  (hall   be  pu^ 

<*  i^nde^i 
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^^  under  the  ban  of  the  empire^  or  condemned  to 
**  pay  a  fine  of  two  thoufand  marks  of  gold,*' 

The  ordinances  of  this  law  appear  to  have  been 
particularly  direfted  againft,  or  in  favour  of,  per- 
fons  of  great  landed  property ;  but  though  they 
were  diftated  by  good  motives,  they  favour  ftrong- 
ly  of  the  barbarifm  of  the  times  in  which  they  were 
made.  In  a  more  enlightened  age,  could  it  have 
been  neceffary  to  enjoin  the  great  land-holders,  to 
give  free  paflage  through  their  domains,  to  the 
vaflals  of  another,  if  bufinefs  or  inclination  induced 
them  to  travel  ? 

This  alternative  ofthe  imperial  ban,  or  paying  a  fine 
of  two  thoufand  marks  of  gold^  pronounced  againft 
the  violators  of  the  laws,  is  infinitely  too  vague  a 
fentence.  He  who  forbears  to  take  main  force  in 
the  execution  of  the  law,  ought  not  to  be  fined  fo 
fcnormoully  as  he  who  attacks  the  property  of  an- 
other. He  who  affords  an  afylum  to  a  culprit,  is 
lefs  guilty  than  he  who  has  excited  him  to  rebel 
againft  his  lord.  But  how  fhould  we  expert  a  wife 
graduation,  an  equitable  proportion  between  pu- 
nifhments  and  offences,  from  the  legiflators  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  when  in  the  eighteenth  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  this  due  meafure 
of  juftice,  from  thofe  who  have  made  themfelves 
the  arbiters  of  our  deftiny  ? 

The  third  fundamental  law  of  Germany,  is  that 
Jinown  under  the  name  of  la  faix  de  la  religion. 

m 
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It  is  the  general  wifh  to  fee  thefe  two  words  aK 
ways  united  :  but^  alas^  the  peace  of  religion  i;^ 
feldom  experienced  until  after  a  religious  war  \ 
And  it  is  an  aifedting  fcene  to  behold  men  armed 
againft  each  other,  in  fupport  of  their  different  re-r 
}igious  opinions. 

As  this  famous  law  forms  an  eflential  part  of  the 
prefent  conftitution  of  Germany,  it  is  neceffary  to 
advert  to  the  original  caufe  of  its  publication.   « 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  Luther  was,  to  attack 
thofe  indulgences  with  which  the  court  oi  Rome 
had  carried  on  fo  fhameful  a  traffic.  This  was  ai^ 
audacious  impoft  levied  by  that  court,  on  the  blind- 
nefs  of  all  people  who  deemed  themfelves  en- 
lightened by  faith.  Encouraged  by  his  firft  fuccefs, 
Luther  ventured  to  attack  the  main  points  of  the 
catholic  religion ;  and  won  over  (o  his  fe(ft  many 
princes  and  cities  of  Germany, 

The  pope,  who  had  been  hitherto  afraid  of  en- 
dangering his  power  of  excommunication,  by  em- 
ploying it  againft  the  man  who  had  brought  dif- 
credit  on  his  indulgences,  feized  this  opportunity 
of  revenge  :  he  launched  forth  his  thunders  againft 
Luther,  and  declared  him  a  heretic ;  and  in  ic2i 
the  diet  of  Worms  profcribed  him  and  his  adhe- 
rents, and  forbid  the  reading  of  his  books. 

Charles  V.  who  then  filled  the  imperial  throne^ 
was  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Ottoman  forces, 
a;flifted  by  the  alliance  of  Francis  L 

Charles 
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Charles  had'occafion  for  the  aid  of  all  the  Ger* 
man  princes  to  fupport  this  war :  and  in  order  iq. 
reconcile  himfelf  to  thofe  whom  the  diet  of  Wormt 

• 

had  profcribed,  he  convened  a  diet  at  Spires,  which 
was  lefs  fevere  than  that  at  Worms.  It  only  forbid 
*'  any  innovations,  or  the  determining  any  thing 
**  in  matters  of  faith,  or  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
"  church,"  and  it  ordered  that,  **  In  expectation 
*^  of  the  holding  of  a  council,  or  national  afTem* 
*^  bly,  each  perfon  (hould  fo  conduft  himfelf,  as 
^'  to  be  able  to  render  an  account  of  his  actions  to 
t*  God  and  the  emperor/* 

We  owe  to  God  an  account  of  our  adions, 
and  even  of  our  thoughts ;  but  furely  to  an  em- 
peror men  can  own  no  account  of  their  aftions, 
unlefs  they  are  his  fubjefts.  This  decifion,  how* 
ever,  produced  a  calm  which  feemed  likely  to 
ipread,  and  gave  hopes  of  a  conciliation;  but  a 
new  diet  at  Spires,  more  intoUerant  than  the  firft, 
forbid  the  ftates  of  the  empire  from  receiving  the 
dogmas  of  Luther,  or  making  any  innovation  in 
the  ceremonies  of  the  church. 

The  eleftor  of  Saxony,  the  Margrave  of  Bran* 
denbourg,  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  and  the 
princes  of  Heffe  and  of  Anhalr,  who  had  adopted 
the  principles  of*  Luther,  protefted  againft  this  de« 
cifion ;  and  from  hence  fprung  the  name  of  pro^ 
teftanis^  by  which  their  party  has  iince  been  diftin* 
^uilhed. 

At 
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At  the  diet  of  Aufburg  in  1530,  the  protellants 
prcfentcd  the  articles  of  their  creed,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Confeffion  of  Aufburg.  The  diet  refufed 
them,  and  ordered  the  reftitution  of  the  eclefiafti- 
cal  property,  which   the  proteftant   princes   had 

ieized. 

« 

The  eledtor  •  of  Saxony  and  his  adherents  pro- 
tefled  again ;  and  formed  among  them  a  famous 
confederacy,  into  which  Francis  I.  and  the  king  of 
England  both  entered,  though  both  were  catholics; 
bccaufe  they  were  more  jealous  of  the  emperors 
grcatnefs,  than  folicitous  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  church.  Thefe  united  forces,  and  the  ter- 
ror which  the  arms  of  Soliman  fpread  through 
Europe,  forced  Charles  V.  to  treat  the  confederates 
more  favourably  ;  and  he  forbid,  at  the  diet  of  Nu- 
rcmburgh,  any  perfon  being  troubled  pn  account 
of  religious  matters,  until  the  holding  of  the  next 
council. 

This  lenity  produced  not  the  efFeft  which  the 
emperor  expeftpd  ;  for  the  confederates,  notwith- 
Handing,  confolidated  their  alliance  with  the  kings 
of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Charles  not  being  able  to  break  this  confederacy, 
declared  Frederick  of  Saxony,  and  Philip  of  Hcfle, 
enemies  to  the  empire ;  and  from  hence  proceeded 
that  terrible  war  which  made  Germany  a  fcene  of 
trouble'and  flaughter ;  and  which  became  fo  fatal  to 
confederates. 

After  the  imprifonment  of  the  Prince  of  Hefle ; 

Frederick 
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Frederick  of  Saxony,  who  was  put  under  the 
ban  of  the  empire,  and  his  electorate  given  ta 
his  brother  Maurice;  thi^  very  Maurice,  more 
influenced  by  ambition  than  gratitude,  made 
an  alliance,  in  favour  of  the  proteftants,  with 
Henry  II.  of  France;  ventured  to  attack  Charles; 
and  in  a  little  time  faw  that  emperor  flying  before 
him,  whofe  very  name  would  once  have  made  all 
his  forces  tremble. 

The  emperor  finding  that  he  was  unable  to  refift 
this  (ingle  eleftor,  concluded  with  him  the  treaty 
of  Paflfau;  and  bound  himfelf  by  it,  "  to  hold 
**  within  fix  months  a  diet,  which  fliould  be  em- 
'^  ployed  in  putting  an  end  to  the  fcifm  :  that  until 
*'  the  determination  of  this  diet  fhould  be  declared, 
*^  no  ftate  fliould  be  difturbed  on  account  of  reli- 
**  gion  :  and  the  catholics,  and  thofe  of  the  con- 
^*  feflionof  AuftDurg,  fliould  preferve  their  religion, 
**  and  their  ceremonies,  as  well  as  all  their  proper* 
*^  ty  and  rights.'* 

What  agitations,  what  manoeuvres,  what  efforts 
were  here  employed  for  conducting  men  to  that 
point,  whither  reafon  alone  would  have  directed 
them  ! 

This  diet,  however,  which  fliould  have  been 
convoked  within  fix  months,  did  not  aflcmble  before 
the  end  of  three  years.  It  met  at  lafl:  in  1555,  and 
produced  that  paix  de  religion  (peace  of  religion) 
which  makes  the  third  fundamental  law  of  Ger- 
many. 

This 
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This  law  imports  '^  that  the  eleftors,  princes^ 
*'  and  ftates  of  the  empire,  including  with  them 
*^  the  nobility,  (hall  have  the  free  exercife  of 
*'  their  religion.  That  all  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion 
**  (hall  be  fufpended  with  regard  to  theni,  in  thofc 
*•  cafes  whA^e  there  (hall  be  a  queftion  of  faith,  or 
•*  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church:  but 
**  that,  in  other  matters,  the  arch-bi(hops,  biIhops> 
•'  and  prelates  (liall  exercife  their  ecclefiaftical  ju-  . 
**  rifdidion  according  to  the  ufagc  of  the  place.  All 
**  thofe,  however^  who  follow  not  the  catholic  re- 
•*  ligion,  or  the  confe(fion  of  Au(burg,  are  ex- 
*'  eluded  from  the  peace  of  religion. 

*^  Thofe  ftates,  which  have  feized  upon  abbies^ 
'*  convents,  or  other  ecclefiaftical  property,  (hall 
*^  keep  po(re(fion  of  what  they  have  f6  feized,  un- 
•^  lefs  the  ecclefiaftics  have  recovered  them,  or  had 
*^  them  reftored  by  the  treaty  of  Pa(rali. 

"  It  is  forbidden  to  the  ftates  to  feduce  the 
**  fubjefts  of  each  other,  by  perfuading  them  to 
**  change  their  religion  :  but  it  is  permitted  to  the 
**  fubjects  to  change  their  faith,  though  contrary  to 
**  the  will  of  their  Lord^,  and  to  fell  their  proper- 
*^  ty,  and  quit  the  country.'* 

There  is  ftill  another,  the  laft  article  in  this  law, 
diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  ecclejiajlical  refervation^ 
which  gave  rife  to  thofe  difficulties  and  demands 
which  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 

a  treaty 
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a  treatjr  which  makes  the  fourth  fundathehtal  Xzm 
of  Germany. 

This  laft  article  imports  that,  * '  in  cafe  any  arch- 
'*  bifliop,  bifhop,  prelate,  or  other  beneficed  per- 
**  fon  Ihall  renounce  the  catholic  religion  for  thrf 
•*  confeflion  of  Aulburg,  he  (hall  be  deprived  o^ 
**  his  benefice,  and  of  the  fruits  which  depend  up- 
'^  on  it :  and  that  the  patron  (hall  nominate  an*< 
*'  other  to  his  benefice."  For  the  more  certain 
obfervance  of  this  law,  it  is  direfted  that  **  the  co- 
^^  lonels  of  each  circle  (hall  caufe  to  be  executed 
*'  the  fentence  of  bani(hment,  pronounced  againft 
**  fuch  violators  of  the  law  as  (hall  be  found  with* 
*^  in  his  circle :  and  the  colonek  of  the  neighbour- 
^*  ing  circles  (hall  lend  him  their  afliftance,  in  caftf 
^  of  need." 

Who  could  hav«  doubted,  after  the  ratifying  fa* 
wife  a  law,  and  a  law  moreover  which  was  accepted 
by  both  parties,  that  all  religious  wars  would  have 
been  extingui(hed  for  ever ;  and  that  the  torch  of 
difcord  would  never  more  have  kindled  up  flames 
for  the  deftruftion  of  the  church  !  But  alas ! 
men  re(ign  themfelvcs  to  reafon  only  by  con- 
ftraint :  it  feems  an  unnatural  element  to  them,  in 
which  they  cannot  exift. 

In  1583,  an  archbi(hop  of  Cologn,  weary  of  ce^ 
lebacy,  embraced  the  proteftant  religion,  and  af- 
terwards efpoufed  the  Countefs  of  Mansfield.  Hcf 
was  de(irous  of  retaining  both  his  bi(hoprick  and 

his 
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his  wife^  and  neither  his  chapter  nor  the  court  of 
Rome  oppofed  his  herefy  or  his  marriage ;  but  they 
were  not  willing  to  have  the  profits  of  his  archbi- 
Ihoprick  made  a  proviflion  for  the  fruits  of  his 
conjugal  union.  Although  his  pretentions  to  holding 
bis  fee  were  fupported  by  the  proteftants,  they 
were  ineftedtual ;  and  the  depofing  of  this  prelate 
proved  a  fpark  of  diflention,  which  the  fucceffion 
of  the  Duke  of  Juliers  fanned  into  a  flame. 

The  proteftants  now   concluded  their  famous 
union,  and  the  catholics  their  oppofing  league. 

The  Emperor  Rodolphus,  more  employed  with 
chimiftry  than  with  preventing  troubles  in  the  ftate, 
gave  a  proof  how  unfortunate  it  is  for  a  nation 
when  their  prince  negle»5ts  the  fcience  of  governing, 
to  purfue  thofe  fciences  with  which  their  welfare  is 
unconnected.  He  alienated  the  minds  of  the  pro- 
teftants, by  refufing  to  take  into  confideration  the 
complaints  they  made  againft  the  aulic  council,  and 
the  imperial  chamber;  and,  though  he  had  grant- 
ed to  thofe  of  Bohemia,  letters  which  permitted 
them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  cler- 
gy violated  his  promife,  by  caufmg  feveral  pro- 
teftant  churches  to  be  pulled  down. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  ads  of  falfc 
zeal  to  which  intoUerance  can  hurry  the  enemies  of 
a  religion.  Men  will  pardon  thedeftroying,  the  burn- 
ing of  their  houfes ;  but  the  demolition  of  a  church 
feems  an  offence  to  the  fuprcmc  Being  who  was  there 

invoked ; 
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invoked;  and  all  his  adorers  are  ready  to  arnl 
themfelves  with  the  ftones  of  the  (acred  edifice ; 
the  ruins  of  which  they  behold  with  horror,  as  if  the 
Divinity  were  left  without  an  afylum.  Infenfible 
and  ftupid  men !  know  you  not  that  the  temple  of 
the  true  God  is  as  unalterable  as  eternal  as  himfelf  ? 
That  the  vault  of  the  heavens  is  the  arch  of  that 
immenfe  edifice  only  worthy  of  the  majefty  of  it§ 
author?  That  if  he  deigns  attention  to  their  vows 
in  thefe  dwellings,  as  frail  as  the  hands  which  con- 
ftruAed  theni,  it  is  only  in  condefcenfion  to  the 
w^knefs  of  men  ?  And  that  they  will  all  feem  ex- 
alted in  his  fight  in  that  day,  when  animated  with 
the  fame  mind,  and  the  fame  fpirit,  one  univerfal 
fong  of  gratitude  fhall  afcend,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  towards  that  place  which  they  regard  as  thfe 
fojourn  of  the  Father  of  nature  ? 

The  firft  ad  of  unjuftice  always  leads  on  to  one 
of  greater  magnitude.  The  Bohemian  fubjefts  of 
the  Emperor  Ferdinand  II.  emancipated  therrifelve? 
from  his  yokfe,  and  eleftcd  in  his  room  Frede- 
rick  V.  Eleftor  Palatine,  to  be  their  Sovereign. 

Did  there  ever  exift  a  king  whofe  mind  was  (b 
far  elevated  above  a  throne,  that  he  would  fay  to 
himfelf,  "  t  reigned  over  a  people  who  had  chofcn 
^*  me  for  their  fovereign.-  My  firft  title  was  their 
**  confent:  my  lecond,  my  own  intention  of  ren- 
*^  dcring  them  happy,  by  juftice  and  the  laws. 
**  This  day  they  revoke  the  firft  title  whkh  I  held 
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**  from  them.  They  hope  to  find,  in  another  ma* 
^*  narch,  a  greater  defirc  than  they  found  in  me  to 
^^  contribute  to  their  welfare.  Be  it  fo ;  let  them 
^'  exercife  this  power,  of  which  they  are  fo  tena- 
**  cious !  Perhaps  their  repentance,  when  they 
*'  find  their  hopes  deceived,  will  avenge  the  af- 
**  front  I  have  experienced.  In  ceafing  to  be  a 
^^  king,  I  fhall  become  lefs  powerfiil,  but  I  (hall 
^^  be  more  great ;  becaufe  I  (hall  have  Ihewn  a  no^ 
*^  ble  difdain  of  vengeance,  and  that  I  knew  how 
**  to  adV  as  a  nian,  after  having  been  a  fovereign.^ 

The  Emperor  Ferdinand  could  not  rife  to  this 
degree  of  wifdom.  He  purfued  the  ordinary  rout ; 
made  war  upon  his  fubjeds ;  overcame  Frederick; 
treated  him  as  an  enemy  to  the  empire,'  and  pro- 
fcribed  him,  without  confulting  the  flates :  for 
revenge  had  rendered  him  blind ;  and  made  him 
violate  his  own  capitulation. 

Fired  with  his  fuccefs  over  Frederick,  the  em- 
peror was  defirous  of  annihilating  the  whole  pro- 
reftant  party  at  one  blow  :  he  began  by  publifliing 
an  edift,  founded  indeed  on  juftice,  but  unjuft  in 
its  form,  becaufe  it  was  not  authorifcd  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  ftates.  This  ediA  ordered  the  refuta- 
tion of  all  the  eccleflailical  property  which  the  pro- 
teftants  had  feizcd  upon  iince  the  year  1555. 

It  was  in  the  midll  of  this  war,  which  has  been 
fince  named  the  war  of  thirty  years^  that  Guftavus 
Adoiphus,  king  of  Sweden,  came  to  affift  the  pro« 

teilants^ 
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teilants^  and  appeared  with  fo  much  eclat.  But 
after  gaining  a  great  vidory  at  Leipfick,  he  re- 
ceived his  death  at  Lutzen.  This  was  an  immenfe 
lofs  to  the  party  he  proteded  :  but  bis  fuccefTory 
having  ftrengthened  himfelf  by  an  alliance  with 
France,  continued  the  war  with  fiiry. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proteftants,  al- 
ways fo  feverely  perfecuted  in  the  bofom  of  France, 
have  always  found  fupport  from  it  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  fanaticifm  and  religious  per- 
fecution  are  charafterized  by  inconfiftency. 

This  long  war  was  mixed  with  defeats  and  vic- 
tories on  both  fides ;  as  if  the  power,  in  whofe  name 
it  was  undertaken,  and  who  was  equally  invoked  by 
each  party,  had  determined  to  fhew  that  he  favour- 
ed neither  fide  :  that  he  abandoned  them  to  their 
madtiefs  :  and  that  both  parties  deferved  their  Ihare 
of  humiliation* 

Inftrudteu  by  their  misfortunes,  the  catholics 
and  proteftants  at  laft  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war*  The  preliminaries  were  fettled  at  Hamr 
burgh  in  1641,  the  conferrence  opened  in  1644, 
and  peace  declared  in  1648. 

The  articles  of  this  peace  form  the  fourth  funda- 
mental law  of  Germany  :  and  thus  it  is  that  we  ar- 
rive at  the  grand  bafis  of  the  law  of  nations,  by 
traverfing  hiftory.  It  is  the  only  means  of  keeping 
a  fteady  courfe,  and  fecuring  ourfelves  from  being 

miflead. 
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This  law  imports  ^^  that  the  eleftors,  princes^ 
^'  and  ftates  of  the  empire,  including  with  them 
*^  the  nobility,  (hall  have  the  free  exercife  of 
**  their  religion.  That  all  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion 
**  (hall  be  fufpended  with  regard  to  them,  in  thofc 
*•  cafes  whA^e  there  (hall  be  a  queftion  of  faith,  or 
•*  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church:  but 
**  that,  in  other  matters,  the  arch-bi(hops,  bilhopSj 
•*  and  prelates  (hall  exercife  their  ecclefiaftical  ju-  . 
**  rifdidion  accotding  to  the  ufage  of  the  place.  All 
**  thofc,  however^  who  follow  not  the  catholic  re- 
•*  ligion,  or  the  confe(fion  of  Au(biirg,  are  ex- 
*'  eluded  from  the  peace  of  religion. 

*^  Thofe  ftates,  which  have  feized  upon  abbies^ 
'*  convents,  or  other  ecclefiaftical  property,  (hall 
*^  keep  po(re(fion  of  what  they  have  f6  feized,  un- 
•^  lefs  the  ecclefiaftics  have  recovered  them,  or  had 
**  them  reftored  by  the  treaty  of  Pa(rali. 

"  It  is  forbidden  to  the  ftates  to  feduce  the 
•*  fubjeds  of  each  other,  by  perfuading  them  to 
*'  change  their  religion  :  but  it  is  permitted  to  the 
**  fubjeds  to  change  their  faith,  though  contrary  to 
**  the  will  of  their  Lord^,  and  to  fell  their  proper-^ 
*^  ty,  and  quit  the  country.'* 

There  is  ftill  another,  the  laft  article  in  this  law, 
diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  ecclefiajiical  refervatiortj 
which  gave  rife  to  thofe  difficulties  and  demands 
which  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 

a  treaty 
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a  treatjr  which  makes  the  fourth  fundaiherital  la^ 
of  Germany* 

This  laft  article  imports  that,  * '  in  cafe  any  arch- 
'*  bifliop,  bifhop,  prelate,  or  other  beneficed  per- 
**  fon  Ihall  renounce  the  catholic  religion  for  thrf 
•*  confeflion  of  Aulburg,  he  (hall  be  deprived  o^ 
**  his  benefice,  and  of  the  fruits  which  depend  up- 
*^  on  it :  and  that  the  patron  (hall  nominate  an*< 
*'  other  to  his  benefice."  For  the  more  certaiii 
obfervance  of  this  law,  it  is  direfted  that  **  the  co- 
^^  lonels  of  each  circle  (hall  caufe  to  be  executed 
**  the  fentence  of  bani(hment,  pronounced  againft 
**  fuch  violators  of  the  law  as  (hall  be  found  with* 
^*  in  his  circle :  and  the  coloneb  of  the  neighbour- 
^*  ing  circles  (hall  lend  him  their  ailiflance,  in  caftf 
**  of  need." 

Who  could  have  doubted,  after  the  ratifying  fa- 
wife  a  law,  and  a  law  moreover  which  was  accepted 
by  both  parties,  that  all  religious  wars  would  have 
been  extinguifhed  for  ever ;  and  that  the  torch  of 
difcord  would  never  more  have  kindled  up  flames 
for  the  deftruftion  of  the  church  !  But  alas ! 
men  refigii  themfelvcs  to  reafon  only  by  con- 
flraint :  it  feems  an  unnatural  element  to  them,  in 
which  they  cannot  exift. 

In  1583,  an  archbifhop  of  Gologn,  weary  of  ce^ 
lebacy,  embraced  the  proteftant  religion,  and  af- 
terwards efpoufcd  the  Countefs  of  Mansfield.  He 
was  de(irous  of  retaining  both  his  bifiioprick  and 

his 
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his  wife^  and  neither  his  chapter  nor  the  court  of 
Rome  oppofed  his  herefy  or  his  marriage ;  but  they 
were  not  willing  to  have  the  profits  of  his  archbi- 
Ihoprick  made  a  proviflion  for  the  fruits  of  his 
conjugal  union.  Although  his  pretentions  to  holding 
bis  fee  were  fupported  by  the  proteftants,  they 
were  inefiedtual ;  and  the  depofmg  of  this  prelate 
proved  a  fpark  of  difTention^  which  the  fuccefiion 
of  the  Duke  of  Juliers  fanned  into  a  flame. 

The  proteftants  now   concluded  their  famous 
union,  and  the  catholics  their  oppofing  league. 

The  Emperor  Rodolphus,  more  employed  with 
chimiftry  than  with  preventing  troubles  in  the  ftate, 
gave  a  proof  how  unfortunate  it  is  for  a  nation 
when  their  prince  neglefts  the  fcience  of  governing, 
to  purfue  thofe  fciences  with  which  their  welfare  is 
unconnected.  He  alienated  the  minds  of  the  pro- 
teftants, by  refufing  to  take  into  confideration  the 
complaints  they  made  againft  the  aulic  council,  and 
the  imperial  chamber;  and,  though  he  had  grant- 
ed to  thofe  of  Bohemia,  letters  which  permitted 
them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  cler- 
gy violated  his  promife,  by  caufing  feveral  pro- 
teftant  churches  to  be  pulled  down. 

This  is  one  of  the  nioft  dangerous  ads  of  falfc 
zeal  to  which  intoUerance  can  hurry  the  enemies  of 
a  religion.  Men  will  pardon  thedeftroying,  the  burn- 
ing of  their  houfes ;  but  the  demolition  of  a  church 
feems  an  offence  to  thf  fupreme  Being  who  was  there 
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teilants^  and  appeared  wich  fo  much  eclat.  But 
after  gaining  a  great  vidory  at  Leipfick,  he  re- 
ceived his  death  at  Lutzen.  This  was  an  immenfe 
lofs  to  the  party  he  protefted  :  but  bis  fucceffor, 
having  ftrengthened  himfelf  by  an  alliance  with 
France,  continued  the  war  with  fiiry. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proteftants,  al- 
ways fo  feverely  perfecuted  in  the  bofom  of  France, 
have  always  found  fupport  from  it  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  fanaticifm  and  religious  per- 
fecution  are  charafterized  by  inconfiftency. 

This  long  war  was  mixed  wich  defeats  and  vic- 
tories on  both  fides ;  as  if  the  power,  in  whofe  name 
it  was  undertaken,  and  who  was  equally  invoked  by 
each  party,  had  determined  to  fhew  that  he  favour- 
ed neither  fide  :  that  he  abandoned  them  to  their 
madtiefs :  and  that  both  parties  deferved  their  Ihare  ' 
of  humiliation* 

Inftrudtec*  by  their  misfortunes,  the  catholics 
and  proteftants  at  laft  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
the  wan  The  preliminaries  were  fettled  at  Hamr 
burgh  in  1641,  the  conferrence  opened  in  1644, 
and  peace  declared  in  1648. 

The  articles  of  this  peace  form  the  fourth  funda- 
mental law  of  Germany :  and  thus  it  is  that  we  ar- 
rive at  the  grand  bafis  of  the  law  of  nations,  by 
traverfing  hiftory.  It  is  the  only  means  of  keeping 
a  fteady  courfe,  and  fecuring  ourfelves  from  being 

miflead. 
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**  from  them.  They  hope  to  find,  in  another  mo* 
^*  narch,  a  greater  dcfirc  than  they  found  in  me  to 
^*  contrH>utc  to  their  welfare.  Be  it  fo ;  let  them 
**  cxcrcife  this  power,  of  which  they  are  fo  tena*- 
**  cious !  Perhaps  their  repentance,  when  they 
**  find  their  hopes  deceived,  will  avenge  the  af- 
^^  front  I  have  experienced.  In  ceafing  to  be  a 
'^  king,  I  fhall  become  lefs  powerful,  but  I  fhall 
^^  be  more  great ;  becaufe  I  ihall  have  (hewn  a  no* 
^^  ble  difdain  of  vengeance,  and  that  I  knew  how 
*^  to  adt  as  a  nian,  after  having  been  a  fovereign.^ 

The  Emperor  Ferdinand  could  not  rife  to  this 
degree  of  wifdom.  He  purfued  the  ordinary  rout ; 
made  war  upon  his  fubjefts  ;  overcame  Frederick ; 
created  him  as  an  enemy  to  the  empire,'  and  pro- 
fcribed  him,  without  confulting  the  ftates :  for 
revenge  had  rendered  him  blind ;  and  made  him 
violate  his  own  capitulation. 

Fired  with  his  fuccefs  over  Frederick,  the  em- 
peror was  delirous  of  annihilating  the  whole  pro- 
reftant  party  at  one  blow  :  he  began  by  publiftiing 
an  edidl,  founded  indeed  on  juftice,  but  unjuft  in 
its  form,  becaufe  it  was  not  authorifed  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  ftates.  This  edid  ordered  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  the  eccleiiaftical  property  which  the  pro- 
teftants  had  felzcd  upon  fince  the  year  1555- 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  this  war,  which  has  been 
fince  named  the  war  of  thirty  years^  that  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  king  of  Sweden,  came  to  aflift  the  pro« 

teftants^ 
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teftaAts^  and  appeared  with  fo  much  eclat.  But 
after  gaining  a  great  vidory  at  Leiplick,  he  re- 
ceived his  death  at  Lutzen.  This  was  an  immenfe 
lofs  to  the  party  he  protefted  :  but  his  fucceffor, 
having  ftrengthened  himfelf  by  an  alliance  with 
France,  continued  the  war  with  fury. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proteftants,  al- 
ways fo  feverely  perfecuted  in  the  bofom  of  France, 
have  always  found  fupport  from  it  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  fanaticifm  and  religious  per- 
fecution  are  characterized  by  inconiiftency. 

This  long  war  was  mixed  with  defeats  and  vicr 
tories  on  both  fides ;  as  if  the  power,  in  whofe  name 
it  was  undertaken,  and  who  was  equally  invoked  by 
each  party,  had  determined  to  fhew  that  he  favour- 
ed  neither  fide  :  that  he  abandoned  them  to  their 
madiiefs :  and  that  both  parties  deferved  their  fharc  ' 
of  humiliation. 

Inftrufteci  by  their  misfortunes,  the  catholics 
and  proteftants  at  lall  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war.     The  preliminaries  were  fettled  at  Hamr . 
burgh  in  1641,  the  conferrence  opened  in  1644, 
and  peace  declared  in  1648. 

The  articles  of  this  peace  form  the  fourth  funda- 
mental law  of  Germany :  and  thus  it  is  that  we  ar- 
rive at  the  grand  bafis  of  the  law  of  nations,  by 
traverfing  hiftory.  It  is  the. only  means  of  keeping 
a  fteady  courfe,  and  fecuring  ourfelves  from  being 

miflead. 
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The  peace  of  Weftphalia  comprehends  two  trca* 
ties.  The  firft  was  fonned  with  France,  at  Mun-» 
Iter;  the  other  with  Sweden,  at  Ofiiabnick. 

France  had  eng;aged  in  this  war  againft  the  ct^ 
thclics,  during  the  adminiflratton  of  Cardinal  dt 
llichlieu,  and  faw  it  happily  terminated  under  that 
of  Cardinal  Mazarin.  This  laft  minifter  (hewed 
himfelf,  on  .this  occaiion^  fuperior  to  his  pre** 
deceflbr. 

Cardinal  Richlieu,  in  drawing  France  into  this 
war,  faw  nothing  but  the  oppommity  fo  fevourable 
to  his  darling  fcheme  of  humbling  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  But  he  feized  an  inaufpicious  moment;  for 
accomplifhing  his  defign.  '^  If  (as  the  Abbe  tie 
*^  Mably  has  very  judicioufly  remarked)  Richlieu, 
'*  inftead  of  contenting  himfelf  with  paying  a  fub- 
•'  fidy  to  Sweden,  had  declared  war  with  the  em* 
*^  peror  at  the  time  when  Guftavus  was  fpreading 
**  terror  through  Gentjany  ;  or,  at  leaft,  if  he  had 
'*  not  waited  before  he  took  up  arms,  until  the  bat- 
*^  tie  of  Nordlingen  had  almoft  entirely  ruined  the 
•^  affairs  of  the  Swedes,  the  imperialifts  finding  no 
**  allies  after  their  defeat,  would  have  been  obliged 
to  receive  laws  from  the  conquerors.  But  the 
lofs  of  one  fingle  battle  had  deprived  the  Swedes 
of  all  their  advantages ;  and  reftored  courage  to 
*'  the  allies  of  the  emperor  :  fo  that  when  France 
**  came  forward,  (he  had  a  fallen  ally  to  fupport, 
^^  and  a  victorious  enemy  to  combat.'' 

It 
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It  is  theie  errors  in  policy  which  weaken  the 
^Aeem  we  (hould  otherwife  eotertain  for  great  mi- 
ikifters :  and  their  effefts  are  unhappily  fek  l^y  the 
nation,  whofe  blood  and  whc^e  honour  are  thus 
endangered,  without  their  ever  being  coufuked  on 
the  occafion« 

Almoft  all  die  powers  of  Europe  were  parties  in 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Germany,  Sweden,  Pir^f-- 
fia,  Holland,  Spain,  and.France,  ftipulated  tl^ere 
for  their  interefts,  and  fiud  their  ri^ts. 

But  we  muft  at  prefent  confine  ourfelves  to  that 
part  which  relates  to  Germany;  and  in  that  de^gn 
we  fliall  give  thofe  articles  which  concern  r^i^ion. 

*^  It  is  deterxnined  thai  id^ree  religions  only  jQbatt 
^^  be  admitted  in  the  empire ;  the  catholic,  ^  Lu- 
^^  therine,  and  the  reformed* 

^^  That  the  ecclefiaftical  (Upulation  (hall  tDie  re- 
^^  ciprocal :  that  is  to  fay,  if  a  catholic,  who  has 
^^  a  benefice,  fliall  embrace  any  other  religion,  his 
^^  benefice  fliall  become  vacant :  the  fame,  if  a 
^^  proteftant  returns  to  the  bpfom  of  the  church ; 
'*  he  (hall  lofe  his  dignities,  and  the  profits  attach*- 
'*  cd  to  them^ 

"  By  this  treaty,  the  power  of  the  ordinary,  and 
**  his  ecclefiafticai  jurifdiftion  are  fufpcnded,  with 
^^  regard  to  the  profeflTors  of  the  confeffion  of  Auf- 
**  burg ;  and  each  flate  may  exercife  thofe  powers 
^*  in  its  territories/' 

13^  The 
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The  time  fixed  for  reftitutibn  of  ecclefiaflical 
pnjperty  was  the  2d  of  January  1624,  and  the  trea- 
ty direfts  that  **  whoever  (hall  haVe  pofleffion  of 
^*  any  property  on  that  day,  although  he  (hould  be 
^*  afterwards  deprived  of  it,  (hall  have  it  reftored, 
^^  without  requiring  any  other  title.** 

With  refped  to  the  exercife  of  religion,  the 
ftates  are  permitted  *^  to  embrace  any  one  of  the 

*  three  juiH:  mentioned  which  they  judge  proper  : 

*  and  their  fybjefts  may  freely  profefs  thofe  reli- 
^  giohs  which  th^  chufe  to  follow,  during  any  part 

*  of  the  year  1624 ;  or  they  have  a  right  to  emi- 
^  grate,  on  indemnifying  their  Lx)rd,  in  cafe  he  is 
^  not  willing' to  granH^^em  toleration. 

^*  In  the  ordinary  aflemblies,  as  well  as  in  the 
^  general  diets,  the  nuinber  of  deputies  of  the  pnq 
^  and  the  other  religion  (hall  be  equal. 

**  When  any  affair  requires  extraordinary  com- 
^  miflioners,  they  jfhall  be  appointed  from  among 

*  the  proteftants,  if  the  matter  has  occured  in  a 

*  date,  or  to  perfons,  who  pi*ofefs  the  confeffion  of 
^  Aufburg. 

**  If  the  difference  regards  the  catholics,  the 
^  commifSoners  (hail  be  catholics :  but  if  any  dif- 

*  pute  occurs  between  catholics  and  proteftants, 

*  the  commiffioners  (hall  be  of  both  religion^,  and 
^  an  equal  number  of  each.** 

All  thefe  articles  appear  to  have  been  dictated  by 
a  true  fpirit  of  toleration  and  impartiality :  even  tq 
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the  preient  moment,  they  have  never  been  infring- 
ed :  and  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  the  know- 
ledge, which  is  every  day  diffuiing  itfelf  over  the 
fece  of  Europe,  will  preferve  the  people  of  Ger- 
many from  a  renewal  of  thofe  religious  difientions, 
by  which  they  were  too  long  agitated. 

We  muft  now  attend  to  that  part  of  the  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  which  is  purely  political,  and  relates 
to  the  eledors,  princes,  and  ftates  of  the  empire. 

**  They  fliall  have  a  right  of  fufTrage  in  all  refo- 
^^  lutions.  Without  them  no  laws  can  be  made, 
•^  or  any  of  the  ancient  ones  interpreted  or  changed. 

**  Their  confent  (hall  be  neceflary  for  declar- 
'^  ing  war ;  making  peace  ;  contradting  alliances : 
'^  eftabli(hing  impofts;  levying  troops:  and  for 
**  building  new  fortreffes  in  the  name  of  the  pu- 
**  blic,  on  the  lands  of  the  ftates. 

*^  The  free  cities  (hall  have  a  decifive  voice  in 
^*  all  diets,  particular  and  general :  and  they  (hall 
^*  enjoy  all  their  ancient  rights. 

^^  The  eleftoral  princes  may  make  alliances 
^*  among  themfelves,  and  between  themfelves  and 
**  foreigners,  provided  that  thefe  alliances  are  not 
^*  againft  the  empire,  nor  againft  the  cUufes  of  the 
^*  treaty  of  Weftphalia/' 

It  was  at  the  fame  time  agreed,  that  the  emperor 
(hould  no  longer  have  a  right  to  put  under  the  ban 
of  the  empire  any  prince  or  any  ftate,  without  the 
confent  of  the  eledors. 

J  4  The 
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Th^  princes  and  ftatcs,  cUflaf i3fted  with  this  ar* 
nngentent,  ihfided  that  their  confem  (liquid  like- 
wife  he  neceffary  to  the  imperial  bap ;  but  all 
they  could  fay  or  write  vpon  the  ONCcaiion  wi^ 
ineffedual,  until  Charles  VI .  was  eloped  to  the  im- 
perial throne.  Iq  his  capitukUioH  or  agreement 
with  the  eleftorsy  it  was  ftipulated,  that  he  0iould 
not  pronounce  the  ban  of  the  empirei  wiibaxi 
ibe  knowledge  and  cmfsnt  of  the  ek&^Sj  princes^ 
mdjiates. 

This  adt  of  imperial  fovereignty  is  of  too  n\uch 
importance  to  be  pafled  over^  without  giving  an 
account  of  the  forms  which  muft  be  complied  with 
to  render  it  legal,  according  to  a  claufis  in  the  ca^ 
pitulaiion  between  Charles  VI.  and  fa^sxledors,  and 
which  is  inferted  in  the  capitulations  of  his  fucceflbrs. 

"  When  the  proccls  is  clofed,  the  proceedings 
**  fhall  be  layed  before  the  general  diet.  They 
^^  (hall  there  be  taken  into  confidcration,  and 
*'  examined  by  fonac  of  the  ftates,  who  are  depu- 
**  ties  of  the  three  colleges  of  the  empire.  Thefe 
^'  examiners  (hall  be  of  both  religions,  an  equal 
**  number  of  each  ;  and  they  (hall  be  particularly 
^^  bound  byoath  on  the occafion.  Their  opinion  (hall 

be  reported  to  the  eleftors,  princes,  and  ftates ; 

who  (hall  thereupon  pronounce  final  judgment. 

**  This  fcntence,  after  having  been  confirmed 
^*  by  us  the  emperor,  or  by  our  commiflTioner, 
**  (hall  be  publi(hed  in  our  name^  and  the  execu- 

**  tion 
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^^  tvm  of  it  (h^U  be  performed  an4  accompUibe^ 
^^  according  to  the  eftabUihecl  fojcim;  wd  by  thp 
**  Uoit  circle  to  which  thp  profcribed  party  h^ 
^^  longs,  and  where  he  had  his  dwelling.  We  will 
^^  detain  no  part  of  tha,t  of  which  he  (hall  be  d«- 
**  privedy  neither  for  ourfelf  nor  our  hQ\)fehold :  the 
^*  whole  (hall  become  the  property  of  the  empires 
<^  but  the  firft  ftep  (hall  be  to  aiak<^  fatisfafUon  out 
^^  of  it  to  the  injured  party." 

I  would  willingly  fpare  my  readers  the  fatigue 
of  going  over  thefe  extradts  from  freaiies  and  ca^^ 
wlaiUm  J  but,  dry  as  they  appear,  it  is  n^ceflary  to 
examine,  and  make  ourfelves  well  acquainted  with 
them,  in  order  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  public  law. 
And  to  complete  the  information  I  have  given  of 
thefe  fundamental  laws  of  Gernxany,  I  muft  add,  that 
they  are  ftill  acknowledged  in  the  imperial  capiitth^ 
tions^  Thefe  capitulatms  are  an  agreement  which  the 
eledors  oblige  the  emperor  tofubfcribe  to  at  the  mo* 
ipent  of  his  eleftion.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  binds 
himfelf  by  oathto  govern  the  empireaccording  to  the 
rules  ;uyl  maxims  prefcribed  to  him  for  that  purpofe^ 

The  princes,  and  (Utes,  enrious  of  this  important 
prerogative  enJQyed  by  the  elcftprs ;  yet  conceal- 
ing,, under  a  feeming  regard  for  the  public  good, 
the  diilatisfadioA  they  felt  at  not  being  allowed 
to  concur  in  thefe  capitulations j  which  arc  renewed 
and  modified  at  the  eledion  of  every  emperor,  pro- 
|Mt4«4  th«  adpptiQfi  pf  one  regular  fettled  form  for 

thefe 
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thefe  capilMlaiims  :  but  the  eleAors^  jealous  of  their 
piiriteges^  maintained  that  tfaejr  alone  had  the  right 
€f  demanding^  at  an  eledion  which  depended 
wholly  upon  them,  the  conditions  which  they  judg* 
bA  the  mod  advantageous,  and  bed  adapted  to  the 
circumftances  of  affairs^  As  this  pretence  of  the  elec* 
tors  IS  fupported  by  the  whole  weight  c^their  united 
intereft,  there  is  i eafon  to  believe  that  they  will  (till 
triumph  long  over  the  demands  of  the  princes^ 
who  have  more  vanity,  tbaq  pow^r  to  enforce  their 
plea,  were  it  ever  fo  juft. 

We  may  reckon,  in  the  number  of  the  funda* 
mental  laws  of  Germany,  the  regulations  admitted^ 
and  the  decrees  pafled  by  the  diet  of  the  empire* 

•*  We  find  (fays  M.  Demeunier,  in  his  Di£tion^ 
^*  aire  ^Ecommie  politique  et  diplomatique)  many  col- 
*'  kifHons  of  thefe  decrees ;  but  not  one  is  e^a^ 
••  and  authentic.  It  were  to  be  wi(hed  that  the 
•^  Eleftor  of  Mcntz,  who,  as  chancellor  of  the 
•*  empire,  is  the  depofitory  of  them,  would  make 
•*  and  publifti  a  complete  coUedion  of  the  wholc> 
**  Such  a  work  would  be  of  greater  utility,  becaufe, 
•*  according  to*  the  confticution  of  the.  empire,  no 
"  decree  can  be  printed,  or  reputed  authentic,  un- 
^'  til  it  has  been  compared  with  the  copy  of  Menta, 
^^  which  is  figned  by  the  ele£ix>r,  and  fealed  with 
*^  the  imperial  feal/* 

We  muft  alfo  rank  among  the  fundamental  laws 
of  Germany,  the  ordinances  of  the  imperial  chani** 

ber. 
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ber,  and  of  the  aulique  councilj  vhich  have  been 
givea  to  the  tribunals  by  the  emperor  and  the  em- 
pire^ a$  rules  to  direft  their  decifions  in  all  caafes 

brought  before  them. 

I  liave  now  gone  through  all  the  fundamenud 
laws  of  Germany.  They  were  not,  as  we  have 
fcfen,  the  work  of  wifddm,  or  the  fruit  of  medita* 
tion ;  but,  though  the  conftitutiTe  laws  of  the  em- 
pire, were  produced  by  diforders,  fanaticifin,  and 
unbappinefs. 

'  The  firfl  was  the  offspring  of  imperial  pride. 
The  fecoiid  originated  in  that  terror  with  which  all 
perfons  poflefled  of  landed  propriety  were  inipired 
by  the  droit  manuaire.  And  extravagant  fanaticifin 
gave  exigence,  in  the  midft  of  all  its  fury  to  the 
third.  But  it  had  fcarcely  appeared,  when  it  was 
gruflied  down  by  a  concurrence  of  unnatural  paf&ons. 

The  empire,  prefled  by  new  calamities  and  ex- 
haufted  by  the  blood  which  had  flowed  from  all  its 
wounds,  produced  at  laft  the  famous  treaty  of  Weft* 
phalia,  which  might  have  eftablilhed  perpetual 
peace  in  Europe,  if  there  were  any  curb  fufficiently 
ilrdng  to  check  the  efforts  of  ambition,  and  Con- 
ine that  power  which  is  fenfible  of  the  fuperiority 
of  its  arms. 

Since  conilitutions  cannot  now  be  folidly  efta* 
blilhed,  bup  as  th^  confe^uence  of  calamities  and 
diffentions,  let  us  ceafe  to  lament  the  evils  by 
which  we  have  been  fo  long  agitated ;  fince  it  is  to 

them 
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t^fm  wf  ove  die  coaftkuttoA  wbicli  is  aow  create 
ing  wA  rifing  up  under  our  eye«f 

What  troubles  and  what  forrowt  hare  prefided 
at  the  b^b  of  this  conftitutioa  of  France  \  but  it 
cocnei^  no  doobt,  to  unite  all  ^ie  whom  thefe 
tiouMfii  and  thefe  ibrrovf  had  divided ;  and  to 
ffei»«o  the  moft  folemn  homage  of  the  nation ! 
Who  Ih^i  from  thia  moment  dare  to  talk  of  facri* 
icev  ^hosi  the  monaich  himfelf  has  made  thofe 
of  the  greatefl  magnitude  to  the  public  felicity } 
Wbd  IbaU  dare  to  trick  himfelf  put  vith  for- 
luitoiis  titk9»  when  that  of  cifiaen  is  heeome  the 
firft  of  aU  titles }  Or  who  (hall  indulge  himfelf  in 
twnfiing  his  fupenor  rank^  when  there  is  no  longer 
noy  fciperiority  exifting,  but  that  which  is  derind 
from  wtue  and  firem  talents  ? 
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£  have  feen,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  what 
are  the  fundamental  laws  of  Germany ;  but  we  are 
ftill  far  from  knowing  its  conftitution^ 

After  having  remained  long  without  laws,  tier- 
many  is  become  the  (lave  of  trifling  formalities^ 
The  ele&ion  and  coronation  of  the  empercH*  are  the 
{)oints  which  both  the  fovereign  and  the  dates  con« 
fider  as  of  the  greateft  confequence.  Heretofore 
the  emperor  deemed  it  his  higheil  glory  to  hold 
Rome  under  his  dependence  :  at  this  day  he  re« 
gards  it  as  an  occafion  of  triumph,  that  he  is  ihde« 
pendent  of  its  pontiff. 

Agreeable  to  the  iulle  iPor^  the  eledors  alone 
deft  the  emperor  in  the  name  of  all  the  empire  t 
but  **  not  (fey  their  declarations)  in  virtue  of  a 
"  power  delegated  to  them,  but  in  virtue  of  a  right 
■^  peculiar  to  them,  and  which  is  attached  to  their 
'^  eleftorates/' 

However  contrary  this  right  may  be  to  the  right 
•f  the  nation^  we  mufl  hope  it  will  never  be  con- 

telled. 
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tefled.  It  would  neverthelefs  have  been  more  cet-^ 
tainly  cftablifhed,  if  all  the  dates  of  the  empire  zC 
lembled  to  confult  about  the  mode  of  eleftion,  had^ 
by  a  fundamental  law^  refigned  to  the  electors  only 
the  power  of  thufing  a  chief.  But  the  fimple  fub^ 
je&s  of  the  empire  had  not  been  convoked  either 
at  Nuremburg  or  Mentz,  before  the  publicition  of 
the  thirty  articles  which  compoicd  the  /mile  iPor  z 
they  could  not  confcqucntly  have  the  eonfent  of 
the  people;  ^hich  feems  indifpenfably  neceflary 
for  eleifting  a  chief,  to  whom  they  were  to  owe  du- 
ty and  fidelity.  But  as  there  has  been  no  proteft, 
we  may  confider  a  right,  of  which  the  eledtors 
have  been  in  poflcffion  fince  the  year  1356,  as  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  general  eonfent. 

The  place  of  eleAion  was  formerly  difcretionary  ; 
but  the  btdle  d'or  confined  it  to  Francfort,  unlefs, 
in  cafe  of  ony  obftacles  or  reafons  of  fufiicient  con- 
fequence,  the  eledors  Ihould  agree  to  meet  in  fome 
other  city- 

Before  the  eleftors  arrive  at  Francfort,  previous 
to  an  eledion^  the  hereditary  marlhal  of  the  em- 
pire, in  conjundion  with  the  magiltrates  of  the 
city  provide  lodgings,  and  agree  about  the  price 
of  provifions. 

The  electors  may  appear  in  perfoii,  or  fend  theif 
ambafladors,  furniflied  with  full  powers,  which 
they  prefent  to  the  Eledor  of  Mentz,  to  have 
them  verified. 

Before 
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*  Before  the  eleftion  comes  on,  the  magiftrates^ 
the  burgefles,  and  garrifon  of  Francfort,  pronufe 
by  oath  not  to  trouble  the  eledors. 

The  elei^rs  then  deliberate  and  determine  up« 
on  the  articles  '  of  capitulatiottj  which  the  emperor 
muft  fign,  and  fwear  to  execute. 

On  the  day  of  eleftion,  the  ekftofs  arrayed  ia 
the  robes  proper  to  their  refpedtive  dignities; 
mounted  on  horfeback,  and  having  their  hereditary 
marifaals  at  their  fides,  who  bear  the  eledoral 
fwords  in  their  fcabbards,  to  intimate  that  they  are 
difpofed  to  perform  their  offices  peaceable,  march 
in  form  to  the  church,  where  a  mafs  is  celebrated  ; 
after  which  the  eledors  take  oatH^  to  give  their 
fuiFrages,  without  favour ^  fee^  or  reward^  and  they 
afterwards  enter  the  conclave,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  eledion. 

This  Oath,  by  which  kings,  princes,  and  fove- 
reigns  engage  to  give  their  fuffrages  witboia  fee,  b 
not  of  a  very  noble  kind.  But  men  do  not  always 
purify  their  expreffions,  in  proportion  as  they  ele- 
vate their  thoughts :  and  as  pride  finds  gratifica- 
tion in  the  pomp  of  ancient  forms,  men  attach  fo 
much  importance  to  them,  that  they  dare  not  cor- 
red  even  the  vileft  and  moft  degrading  circum- 
ftancc  which  ignorance  has  introduced. 

The  Eleftor  of  Mentz  coUefts  the  fuffrages,  and 
gives  his  own  as  eledtor  of  Saxony. 

The  emperor  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

There 
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There  exifls  no  law  which  fpecifles  the  qualitief 
lifquired  in  the  perfoh  to  be  defied.  The  buUe  d^cr 
only  fays,  that  he  muft  be  agood^jufi^  and  nfefnl  man. 
Bat  perhaps  there  is  more  wifdoth  than  appears  at 
firft  view  in  this  defcription  of  a  perfbn  proper  to 
govern :  for  what  in  faft  could  cdnduce  more  to 
the  happinefs  of  an  empire,  than  to  have  a  fovereign 
who  was  good  and  juft ;  and.  who  knew  how  to 
render  himfelf  ufefui  to  the  flute  he  governed. 

Proteftants  may  be  elefted  to  the  imperial  throne 
fipce  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  becaufe  that  treaty 
confefs  upon  thetii  a  participation  of  all  the  rights 
ehjoyed  by  the  catholic  ftatcs.  It  was  of  couife  a  moft 
groft  miftake  in  cettain  modem  politicians,  who  pre* 
tended  thilc  one  of  the  eleftors>  who  is  bed  able  to 
Wing  a  fdrmidslble  force  againft  the  empefor,  pro- 
pofed  to  educate  one  of  his  fons  in  the  catholic  re- 
ligion, in  order  to  qualify  him  for  the  imperial 
dignity. 

It  has  been  alTerted,  that  none  but  a  German 
can  be  elefted  emperor,  but  this  aflertion  is  not 
fupported  by  any  law :  aiid  it  is  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  a  king  of  France,  who  was  to  obtain  a  majo- 
rity of  the  fuffragcs  of  the  eledors  might  mount  the 
imperial  throne,  filled  in  former  times  by  Charle- 
magne and  his  defcendants.  Policy  is  the  mod 
jKJwerful  obftacle  to  the  defire  any  foreign  prince 
might  have  of  adding  the  imperial  dignity  to  his 
own  powen 

The 
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.  The  laws  do  not  decide  at  what  age  a  perfon 
may  be  el^edted  emperor.  Hiftory  informs  us  that 
the  title  has  been  conferred  on  minors,  even  in  their 
pupilage :,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  fpecifies,  that  he  (hall  not  intermeddle  with  * 
the  government,  until  he  has  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 

When  the  eledion  is  determined,  two  notaries 
make  a  record  of  it  in  prefence  of  witneffes.  If  the 
emperor  is  prefent,  the  capitulation^  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  electors,  is  prefented  to  him, 
and  he  fwears  to  obferve  it.  After  this  they  pro- 
ceed to  the  church,  where,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar, 
the  eleded  prince  is  prefented  to  the  people,  and 
proclaimed  emperor.  If  he  is  abfent,  the  eleftors 
depute  a  prince  of  the  empire  to  inform  him  of  the 
cledlion,  and  pray  him  to  agree  to  it. 

Thf  new  eleftion-  had  ufed  formerly  to  be  an- 
nounced to  the  pope,  and  the  coronation  and  con- 
fecration.  of  the  newly  eledled  emperor  was  defired 
of  his  holinefs :  but  iince  Maximilian  I.  the  em- 
perors have  been  contented  to  bear  the  name  of 
cleSied  emperor. 

The  fucceffors  of  Maximilian  II.  ceafed  to  fend 
affurances  of  obedience  to  the  pope.  Their  am- 
bafladbrs  went  charged  with  no  other  promifes  but 
thofe  oifroteSion  and  filial  reverence  to  the  church. 

We  fee  how  much  the  empire  has  taken,  fince 
the  iirft  treaty  of  Paflaw,  the  afcendant  over  the 

Vol.  I.  K  court 
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court  of  Rome;  and  found  the  way  of  arifing  froiXf  * 
the  dependence  into  which  it  was. funk.  If  the 
do&rines  of  Luther  were  fatal  to  Germaay,  by  fow- 
ing  there  the  feeds  of  herefy,  they  have  greatly  af- 
fifted  the  princes,  and  particularly  the  chief  of  the 
empire,  in  eftablifliing,  in  the  bofom  of  the  coun-< 
try,  a  power ^  on  which  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican 
fall  harmlefs  and  die  away.  In  faft,  a  pope, 
who  was  to  deviate  io  far  from  Roman  policy,  as 
to  endeavour  at  reviving  his  old  pretentions,  would 
only  weaken  the  catholic  party,  and  augment  the 
ftrength  of  the  protedants.  An  emperor,  who 
(faould  now  be  excommunicated,  would  fibd  aU  the 
eleftors  who  have  feparated  themfelvei  from  the 
church  on  his  fide :  a  fupport  which  was  not  ktioiiirn 
to  thofe  whom  Rome  intimidated  with  its  me* 
naces* 

We  (hall  never  more  behold  an  emperor  exhibit 
fo  fcandalous  a  fpeftaclc  as  did  Henry  IV.  when, 
depofed  by  a  pope,  he  was  forced,  by  the  fupcrfti* 
tion  of  his  fubjedts,  to  go  ^nd  humble  bimfelf  be- 
fore his  enemy ;  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  deipoiled  of 
his  robes;  cloathed  with  ajgarment  of  hair^cloth.; 
and  condemned  to  remain  alone  and  bare  footed 
in  a  court  where  he  was  treated  as  a  prifoner ;  and 
wlicre  he  was  obliged  to  fait  three  days,  before  he 
made  his  appearance,  under  the  chara&er  of  a  cap^ 
live  and  a  penitent,  ip.  the  prefeoceof  a  pontiff  who 

exak«l 
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exulted  in  his  humiliation^  and  thought  he  did  him 
a  favour  in  admitting  him  to  kifs  his  feet. 

The  pope  has  no  right  either  to  confirm  or  dif- 
pute  the  eledtion  of  an  emperor ;  neither  is  it  he 
who  now  prefent^  the  crown :  it  is  placed  on  the 
emperors  head  by  the  three  ecclefiaftical  eleftors. 
The  Eleftor  of  Cologne,  to  whom  the  confecra- 
tion  formerly  belonged,  now  divides  the  honour  of 
that  ceremony  with  the  Eleftor  of  Mentz, 

The  only  thing  which  feems  to  oppofe  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  a  proteftant  prince  on  the  imperial 
throne,  is  the  oath  which  the  emperor  takes  at  his 
coronation,  of  refnaining  obedient  to  the  catholic  church 
and  to  the  pontiff  of  Rtme.  But  he  is  emperor  before 
he  is  crowned ;  and  the  only  thing  neceffary  to 
eftablifti  his  eleftion,  is  his  adherence  to  the  capitu- 
lation prefented  to  him  by  the  eleftors. 

Thofe  writers,  who  amufe  themfelvej  with  ima- 
gining new  fyftems  of  government,  pretend  that  the 
.empire  may  in  time  conceive  its  chief  to  be  but  a 
ufelefs  pageant,  and  ceafe  to  inveft  an  individual 
with  the  imperial  dignity:  but  the  adoption  of 
fuch  a  fyftem,  if  it  could  be  adopted,  would  be 
very  bad  policy :  the  princes  of  Germany  may  be. 
compared  to  the  different  ftones  which  compofe  an 
arch,  while  the  emperor  forms  the  key  of  the  .cen- 
tre :  if  he  ptedominates  over  the  reft,  he  ftill  gives 
folidity  to  the  whole. 

K  2  Accord- 
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According  to  the  articles  of  the  capitulatian  of 
Charles  V*  and  of  his  fucceffors,  the  emperor 
muft  refide  in  Germany  :  at  lead,  imlefs  important 
circumflances  require  his  remoyal. 

The  ele£tors  may  name,  during  the  life  of  the 
emperor,  scking  of  the  Romans^  and  thus  appoint 
him  a  fucceflbr :  it  is  therefore  the  buiinefs  of  the 
emperor,  if  he  wifhes  to  have  the  crown  defcend  to 
his  next  heir,  to  obtain  this  favour  for  hxm  from 
the  eledor$,  while  he  has  over  them  the  afcendency 
which  fovereign  power  confers.  The  king  of  the 
Romans,  thus  elefted  and  crowned  like  the  em- 
peror receives  no  power ;  and  fwears  not  to  afpire 
at  governing  before  the  death  of  the  chief  of  the 
empire. 

If  the  imperial  throne  becomes  vicant,  the  go- 
vernment of  Germany  pertains  to  the  vicars  of  the 
empire.  The  two  vicars  appointed  in  the  bulle  JPqv 
are  the  eledor  palatine,  and  the  eledor  of  Saxony. 
The  neceffity  of  preventing,  by  this  appointment, 
the  diforders  and  anarchy  incident  to  a  long  inter- 
regnum, was  pointed  out  to  the  legiilature  by  the 
troubles  and  calamities  which  the  empire  had  then 
recently  experienced. 

Thefe  two  vicars  have  a  right,  daring  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  fundions,  to  adminifter  juftice;  pre- 
sent to  ccckfiaftical  benefices;  receive  the  reve- 
nue of  the  empire ;  inveft  with  fiefs ;  and  receive 
conditional  oaths  of  fidelity  :  but  they  cannot,  un- 
der 
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dcr  any  pretence  whatever,  alienate  or  mortgage 
the  property  of  the  empire.  The  adminiftration  of 
the  cleftor  palatine  extends  over  the  divifion  of  the 
Rhine,  and  to  Suabia  and  Franconia :  that  of  the 
ele£tor  of  Saxony  includes  all  the  provinces  which 
are  governed  by  the  Saxon  laws. 

In  conducing  my  readers  through  thefe  great 
points  of  the  Germanic  conflitution,  I  could  have 
wifhed  to  enliven  the  tedious  details,  by  political 
reflexions :  but  we  were  examining  pofitive  laws ; 
and  it  was  my  bufinefe  to  point  out  what  is,  and 
jiot  what  ought  to  be, 

I  have  run  haftily  over  the  conftitutions  of  ftates 
which  no  longer  exill,  becaufe  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  dwelling  upon  the  fubjeA  of  ruins.  But 
Germany  is  in  its  full  vigour ;  it  is  a  coUoflus  of 
power,  placed  in  the  midft  of  Europe  :  it  was 
therefore  neceffary  to  obferve  all  the  parts  of  its  go- 
vernment, in  order  to  difcover  what  it  has  to  fear, 
and  what  to  expedt. 

Wc  have  feen  what  are  the  fundamental  lavvsof  this 
empire :  and  in  what  manner,  and  under  what  con- 
ditions the  honour  of  becoming  its  chief  is  obtain- 
ed. It  now  remains  for  me  to  fhew  of  whom  its 
ftates  are  compofed  :  what  are  the  privileges  of  its 
princes  :  how  it  is  divided :  and  to  what  number 
its  inhabitants  are  computed  to  amount.  We  mud 
iik^wife  take  a  view  of  its  diets ;  and  obferve  how 
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they  form  tbcmfclves,  in  order  to  deliberate  on 
4U  tbofe  matters  which  are  inceflantly  prefented  to 

them. 

We  muft  not  compare  tht  ftates  of  Germany 
vith  thofe  which  are  now  aifembled  to  regenerate 
France^  and  reinflate  her  citizens  in  their  primative. 
rights.  The  latter  have  been  freely  eleded  by  the 
will  of  their  fellow  citizens :  and  the  only  qualifica^ 
tipns  required  of  then>^  are  a  regard  for  the  general 
good^  and  a  hatred  ^f  inju{lice  arid  the  abufe  of 
power :  for  thefe  aloi\e  can  infpire  that  honourable 
zeal  which  makes  men  I'eady  to  (acrifice  every  thing 
to  public  order;  to  the  encouragement  of  patriotic 
virtue ;  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
to  the  refloring  of  the  national  greatnefs. 

The  dates  of  the  empire  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
fetting  and  voting  in  their  airemblies  on  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  :  The  princes,  counts,  and  lords, 
muft  ppflcfs  an  immediate  principality,  county,  or 
lordfhips*  They  muft  be  admitted  and  regeftered 
in  one  of  the  circles  of  the  empire  :  pay  a  tax  pro- 
per for  a  ftate  of  the  empire,  agreeable  to  the  re* 
gulation  made  by  the  diet :  and  they  muft,  befides 
the  confent  of  the  emperor  and  eledors,  obtain  that 
of  the  college,  and  of  the  bench  to  which  they  afk 
to  be  admitted. 

Thus  the  right  of  fuffrage  is  not  attached  to  the 
perfon,  but  tjje  property ;  a  ruje  which  feems  con- 
tradictory tp  reafon  :  for  fiirely  the  pofleffion  cf  a 

prin- 
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principality  or  lordlhip  communicates  not  lo  the 
proprietor  the  capacity  of  giving  good  advice.  But 
whea  vanity  founds  inflitutions^  confequences  are 
feldom  conddered. 

Thefc  ftates  are  either  ecclefiaftics  or  laymen.  In 
the  firft  clafs  are  to  be  reckoned  archbilhops,  bi- 
(hops,  prelates^  and  abbes  :  the  other  comprehends 
electors,  dukes,  princes,  landgraves,  margraves, 
burgraves,  counts,  barons,  and  the  imperial  cities. 

The  ftates  affembled  at  the  diet  are  divided  into 
three  colleges:  that  of  eleftors;  that  of  princes; 
and  that  of  cities. 

The  number  of  ele<ftors  was  originally  feven  :  the 
ArchbiOiop  of  Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne ;  the 
King  of  Bohemia,  the  Count  Palatine,  the  Duke  of 
Saxony,  and  the  Margrave  of  Brandenburg. 

At  the  time  wheo  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  was 
made,  an  eighth  eledtor  was  added  to  the  number, 
out  of  favour  to  Charles  Louis,  Count ,  Palatine, 
whofe  father  had  been  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire,  and  deprived  of  his  title  of  elector,  that  it 
might  be  bcftowed  upon  the  houfe  of  Bavaria. 
Thus  the  dignity  conferred  upon  that  houfe  con- 
tinued with  it,  and  reftitution  was  made  to  the  fa* 
mily  from  which  it  had  been  taken. 

The  nomination  of  a  ninth  eleftor,  in  favour  of 
the  houfe  of  Hanovdr,  was  attended  with  many 
impeding  circumftances.  The  honour  had  been 
granted  by  the  Emperor  Leopold  to  the  Duke  of 
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Hanover,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  electors ; 
and  many  among  them,  particularly  the  catholic 
cicAors,  faw  with  concern  the  proteflant  party 
ftrengthened  by  a  new  fuffrage. 

All  thefe  difficulties,  both  on  the  part  of  the  elec- 
tors and  the  princes  of  the  empire,  were  finally  ad- 
jufted  under  the  Emperor  Jofeph  in  1708,  and  the 
following  conditions  agreed  upon  by  the  parties, 
*^  In  cafe  the  dignity  of  eleftor  palatine  (hall  fall  to 
*^  a  prince  of  the  confejjien  of  Auglburg  while  the 
*'  electoral  branch  of  Hanover  rema,ins,  the  cathor 
**  lies  fliall  enjoy  a  right  of  a  fupernumerary  fuffrage, 
*^  which  (hall  be  given  by  the  catholic  eleftor  firft 
*'  in  rank.*'  The  fame  treaty  fubjedcd  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  to  pay  an  extraordinary  tax,  bcfides 
that  ufually  paid,  of  300  florins  to  the  imperial 
chamber. 

The  firft  college  of  the  empire,  which  was  thus 
compofcd  of  nine  cledlors,  has  comprehended  only 
eight  fince  the  electorate  of  Bavaria  became  extinft- 
The  fecond  college  is  formed  of  thofe  who  are  di- 
llinguifhed  by  the  title  of  princes.  Thefe  are  di- 
vided into  two  clafTes :  the  eccle(iaftics  and  the 
feculars. 

There  are  in  Germany  twenty-two  biftiops,  who 
enjoy  the  rank  of  princes  of  the  empire.  Thefe 
bifhops  unite  the  epifcopal  rights,  or  ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiftion,  with  the  temporal  rights  attached  to 
iheir  principalities  ;  they  receive  their  temporal  in- 
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vcftiture  from  the  emperor;  and,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  their  inveftment,  even  before  their  confe- 
cration,  they  exercife  territorial  dominion. 

There  are  of  thefe  prelates  two  dafles  :  the  firft, 
who  enjoy  the  title  of  princes,  have  each  of  them  a 
futfrage :  the  others  vote  coUeftively,  and  are  there- 
fore united  on  two  branches,  which  give  two  fuf- 
frages. 

Among  thefe  ftates  we  likewife  fee  abbefles, 
whom,  in  all  public  ads,  the  German  language 
ftyles  abbejjes  princisreSj  <m  non  princieres.  They 
have  votes,  and  fit  among  the  prelates. 

All  the  counts  of  the  empire  are  not  admitted  to 
the  honour  of  fitting  in  the  general  diet.  Some  of 
them  have  only  feats  in  the  diet  of  the  circle  to 
which  they  belong. 

Thofe  who  are  counts  by  brevet  only,  do  not  fit 
in  any  of  the  public  affemblies.  They  arc  in  Ger- 
many what  the  brevet  counfellors  of  ftate  are  in 
France,  who  have  no  part  in  the  council. 

The  counts,  who  have  feats  in  the  diet  of  the 
empire,  are  divided  on  four  benches,  and  have 
among  them  only  one  vote  :  fo  that  it  is  rather  the 
fenfe  of  the  whole  bench  which  is  taken,  than  of 
the  individuals  who  fill  it.  Thefe  counts  how- 
ever make  part  of  the  college  of  princes. 

The  barons  (land  next  to  the  counts  in  the  rank 
of  nobility,  and  have  feats  with  them  in  the  diet. 

.   The 
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The  third  college  is  formed  of  the  imperial  cities, 
which  have  rendered  chemfelves  independent •  The 
greater  pad:  of  thefe  have  obtained  their  freedom 
rather  by  conqueft  than  purchafe,  which  is  certain* 
ly  the  noblefl:  title  to  liberty* 

When  Charlemagne  entered  Germany^  he  found 
It  without  cities ;  and  it  was  that  conqueror  who 
caufed  the  firft  city  to  be  built  there, 

Henry,  firnamed  the  Fowler,  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Charlemagne,  in  building  cities  for  tiic 
purpofe  only  of  protedting  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Huns. 

A  change  in  the  refidence  of  men  produces  a 
greater  effeft  than  might  be  fuppofed  in  their  go* 
vernment,  and  in  their  political  ideas.  They  are  no 
fooner  aflembled  in  a  place  of  common  abode,  than 
they  communicate  to  each  other  the  fentiments 
which  nature  has  implanted  in  every  heart :  their 
thoughts  aie  purified  and  ennobled  by  this  commu- 
nication^ and  their  minds  conceive  wishes  for  in- 
dependence. 

Twenty  thoufend  families  living  detached  and 
fcattered  over  a  great  extent  of  ground  will,  for  a 
long  time,  endure  oppreffion  and  injuflice,  before 
theydare  to  breathe  a  murmur  againft  their  lord;  who 
lives  fecured  in  a  ftrong  caftle,and  has  a  troopof  arm- 
fd  hirelings  at  command,  to  enforce  his  authority: 
to  labour,  to  pay,  and  to  fufier,  is  therefore  the  hard 
lotto  which  thefe  miferable  families  refign  themfelvcs, 

CruQicd 
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Crulhed  down  by  a  load  of  wretchedncfs,  the  voice 
of  ixiftruAion  never  penetrates  their  cabins ;  and 
they  know  nothing  but  their  own  weaknefs  :  while 
habit  and  the  bonds  of  nature  attach  them  to  the 
foil  they  cultivate,  though  the  fruits  it  produces 
muft  be  fliared  with  their  oppreflbrs.  Thus  whole 
ages  roll  away,  and  generation  after  generation  of 
thefe  unhappy  people  fucceeds,  only  to  fufFer,  be- 
fore they  have  any  idea  of  foftening  their  condi- 
tion ;  or,  by  breaking  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  re* 
fuming  the  natural  (late  of  man. 

If  men,  in  this  oppreffed  condition,  are  fo  fituat- 
ed  as  to  be  afraid  of  the  inroad  of  barbarous 
hordes,  that  fear  is  a  means  of  prolonging  their  dc-  • 
pendence :  they  then  look  up  to  the  proud  lord- 
paramount,  whofe  idlenefs  is  fed  by  their  induftry, 
in  no  other  light  than  as  their  neceffary  protedlor : 
the  caftle  which  domineers  over  their  thatched  cot- 
tages, appears  an  afylum  effential  to  their  prefer- 
vation ;  and  the  matter,  who  inhabits  it,  obtains 
from  their  fears  and  their  hopes,  all  the  fervices,  all 
the  unpaid-for  drudgery  which  his  caprice  can  in- 
vent or  require.  From  hence  have  arifen  all  thofe 
(hameful  fervitudes,  diftinguiftied  by  fo  many  ex- 
travagant appellations,  which  have  fo  extrfemelj' 
humihated  the  laborious  part  of  the  human  race. 
But  thefe  intimidated  families  are  no  fooner  united 
in  one  city  than,  refleding  on  the  enormity  of  the 
tributes  which  they  pay;  on  the  bafenefs  of  the  unre- 
warded 
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warded  fervices  to  which  they  arc  fubjcft ;  and  mu* 
fually  communicating  their  indignation  and  dif* 
dain ;  they  proceed  to  put  an  end  to  that  injuftice 
of  which  they,  were  the  vidims.  Finding  them- 
felves  able  to  refift  the  attacks  of  foreign  invaders, 
by  the  ftrength  of  their  walls^  and  their  own  num- 
ber,  they  ceafe  to  regard  their  lord  as  an  indifpenf- 
able  proteftor.  They  then  feek,  in  foine  govern- 
ing power,  a  refuge  from  fignorial  tyranny ;  and  if 
they  haVe  not  always  obtained,  under  their  adopted 
chief,  a  perfeft  liberty,  they  have  at  leaft  foftened 
their  fervitud^.  Iris  in  this  manner  that  cities  have 
inieniibly  weakened  the  power  of  thofe  petty  ty- 
raats  of  the  country,  and  flrengthened  that  of  fo- 
vereigns,  by  acknowledging  but  one  fupreme  chief 
in  an  empire^ 

It  is  fo  much  the  intereft  of  kings  to  favour  this 
firft  independence,  that  they  encourage  it  by  con- 
ccffions,  and  by  granting  privileges  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  cities  :  and  this  is  the  origin  of  their  im- 
munities, which  were  proportioned  to  their  popu- 
loufnefs,  and  to  the  difficulty  the  monarch  found  in 
fubjugating  them. 

The  greater  part  of  thofe  cities  in  Germany, 
which  now  bear  the  title  oifree  cities ^  acquired  that; 
di(lingui(hed  title  during  the  long  interregnum. 
They  annihilated  the  power  of  the  imperial  judges, 
and  hav^  pow  the  hoaour,  by  fending  their  depu- 
ties 
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ties  to. the  Germanic  diet,  of  taking  pai;t  in  the 
government  of  the  empire. 

The  privileges  of  thefe  cities  were  all  confirmed 
to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  That  treaty 
granted  to  them  tlie  right  of  voting  by  their  reprc- 
fentatives  in  both  the  general  and  particular  diets : 
it  alfo  allowed  them  royalties,  tolls,  and  annual  re 
venues;  city  freedom,  a  power  (^  confifcation,  and 
jurifdidion  within  their  own  walls  and  teritories. 

The  deputies  of  the  free  cities  are  divided  in  the 
diet  on  two  benches ;  that  of  the  rbeinifcbe  and  the 
fchwabifche.     And  each  city  has  a  fuffrage* 

Thefe  cities  have  a  fenate,  the  members  of  which 
are  taken  either  from  the  burgefles  or  the  nobility, 
or  both  together;  according  as  the  government  of 
the  city  leans  to  ariftocracy  or  democracy :  and 
they  have  a  power  of  changing  their  form,  provided 
they  do  not  adopt  one  which  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  empire, 

Thefe  cities  are  confidered  as  being  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  empire:  but  there  are  fome  of  them 
which,  from  their  Situation  and  their  opulence,  are 
fo  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  attacked  by  fo- 
reigners, that  before  they  can  obtain  from  the  etur 
peror  thofe  fuccoiirs,  neceflary  for  repelling  invaiioxi, 
they  run  the  Imzard  of  fuitaining  irreparable  Io(Ies : 
the  city  of  Hamburg  has  more  than  once  experi- 
enced this.diilreffingcircumilance :  and  it  was  fome 
years  ago  forced  to  make  very  great  facrifices,  ia 

order 
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order  to  remove  from  its  walls  a  Danifli  army^ 
which  had  laid  it  under  contribution,  on  the  pre* 
tence  of  the  city  having  promifed  an  afylum  to  an 
army  of  Ruffians,  who  retired  without  fighting. 

The  Danifli  general  hearing  of  this  treaty, 
though  it  never  was  carried  into  efFeft,  made  very 
preffing  demands :  and  the  Hamburgers,  fearing  to 
f^e  the  environs  of  their  city,  where  the  opulence 
of  commerce  had  difplayed  all  its  luxury,  become 
the  prey  of  an  army,  jealous  and  determined  on 
revenge,  did  not  hefitate  to  pay  the  expence  of  the 
compaign  of  which  they  had  been  only  fpeftators. 

Cities  which  are  defirous  to  maintain  their  inde- 
pendence ought  to  have,  inftead  of  agreeable  coun* 
try  houfes,  good  magazines  well  furnifhed ;  ftrong 
'advanced  works,  inftead  of  gates,  finely  orna- 
mented by  the  arts;  ufeful  cannon,  inftead  of  thofe^ 
moving  baubles,  which  only  fill  the  air  with  an 
empty  found  ;  and  citizens,  animated  with  a  defire 
of  liberty,  inftead  of  thofe  effeminate  fybarites,  who 
are  enervated  by  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs.  If 
they  prefer  the  delicacies  of  Capria  to  every  other 
copfideration,  let  them  always  poffefs  gold  enough 
to  buy  the  retreat  of  the  enemies  who  prefent  them- 
felvcs  before  their  walls ;  and  let  them  live  in  the 
continual  terror  of  feeing  thofe  enemies  come  to 
lay  them  under  contribution. 

The  right  of  convening  the  ftatcs  belongs  to  the 
emperor. 
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emperor.    They  arc  convened  by  letters  patent 
ftddreflfed  to  each  flate  feparately. 

The  diet  muft  be  held  in  one  of  the  cities  of  the 
empire.  It  now  fits  at  Ratifbon  :  and  as  it  has  con- 
tinued to  fit  there  fince  1663,  it  is  impoffiblc  to 
lay  how  long  it  may  yet  continue,  or  what  decrees 
may  refult  from  the  opinions  of  thofe  members  who 
may  ftill  be  worn  out,  die,  and  be  fucceeded  by 
other  members,  before  the  objed  of  their  afiembly" 
is  accompliffaed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  auguft  body  of 
fovereigns,  or  their  reprefentatives,  muft  view  with 
inquietude  the  revolution  of  ideas  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  minds  of  men.  Perhaps  they  may  now 
never  dare  to  publilh  their  firft,  decifions ;  for  pride 

is  fearful  of  difplaying  her  works  in  an  enlightened 

« 

age,  and  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public. 

A  majority  of  fuifrages  makes  a  law  in  all  mat* 
ters  which  regard  the  empire  and  the  ftates  in  ge- 
neral :  but  a  majority  ceafes  to  be  decifive  i^  affairs 
of  religion.  When  points  of  that  delica;te  nature 
are  to  be  determined,  points  to  which  the  fpirit  of 
party  attaches  fb  much  importance,  the  fiaxes  di- 
'Vide  into  two  bodies;  and  they  treat  with  eachbther^ 
as  one  powcir  does  with  another  power,  throng  jche 
medium  of  the  dirc^itors,  who  mutually  commtini«» 
cate  thfrcfult  of  the  deliberations  of  e«ch;party  x 
and  the  parties  in. fine  agree,  le&  from  convid:ioa 
than  indolence  and  wearinefs.  •  .i  -. 

After 
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After  what  I  have  faid  rcfpcfting  the  free  cities, 
it  will  be  prcfumed  that  they,  having  a  right  of 
voting  in  the  diet,  and  forming  a  third  college, 
muft  concur  in  the  formation  of  a  law :  but  the  va- 
nity of  the  cleftors  and  princes  will  not  leave  with 
them  the  appearance  of  legiflators.  After  the  three 
colleges  have  examined  the  matter  propofed  for 
their  coniideration,  and  given  their  opinions  upon 
it  feparately,  the  eledors  and  princes  aflemble  in  a 
hall,  where  they  continue  to  deliberate  on  the  fub- 
jeA  until  they  come  to  a  uniform  opinion.  The 
college  of  the  cities  is  not  admitted  to  this  confer- 
ence; but  the  two  fuperior  colleges  communicate 
their  opinion  to  them:  and  whether  that  opinion  be 
agreeable  or  adverfe  to  its  own,  it  is  adopted  by  the 
college  of  the  cities*  The  refultis  then  prefented  to 
the  emperor,  and  his  approbation,  if  beftowed, 
gives  it  at  once  the  force  of  law. 

The  cities  have  long  complained  in  vain  of  this 
infradion  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  They  arc 
told,  in  reply,  that  they  fend  deputies  to  the  diet : 
that  thofe  deputies  give  there  their  votes,  which 
are  received  :  and  that  it  is  undoubtedly  their  own 
fault  if  regard  is  not  paid  to  them,— Why  are  they 
not  fufficiently  enlightened  to  vote  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  eledors  and  princes  ?  This  anfwer, 
extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  will  alw^s  have 
coniiderable  weight  while  it  is  given  by  a  power  fo 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  complainants* 

If 
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If  the  emperor  or  the  three  colleges  dif!er  in 
opinion^  the  bulineis  remain^  undecided^  and  the 
farther  confideration  of  it  is  put  off  to  a  future 
time  :  this  is  tantamount  to  a  fufpeniive  veto^ 
equally  veiled  in  the  members  of  the  diet  and  the 
chief  of  the  empire. 

When  a  law  is  thus  determined^  the  emperor, 
tlie  eledor  of  Mentz,  and  fome  others^  affix  to  it 
their  feals%  The  emperor  then  caufes  it  to  be  fo- 
.  lemnly  publiflied,  and  addrefles  it  to  the  fovereign 
courts  of  juftice,  to  be  by  them  regiftered  and 
adhered  to  without  oppofition  and  without  remon- 
ftrance.  A  copy  is  afterwards  depofited  in  the 
archives  of  the  emperor,  and  another  in  die  archives 
of  the  empire^  kept  by  the  eleftor  of  Mentz. 

From  this  account  of  fo  many  neceflary  formali* 

ties,  it  will  not  appear  wonderful  that  fo  much  tim# 

elapfes  before  the  publication  of  a  new  lau^^  which  is 

.  frequently  produced  with  more  parade  than  wifdom. 

One  of  the  great  caufes  of  the  flow  proceedings 

of  thefe  diets,   and  the  difficulty  of  conciliating 

the  fuffr^ges,  is  the  form  in  which  the  inftrudions 

.  given  to  the  deputies  are  drawn  up.    M.  de  Moa- 

.  tefquieu,  who  was  ftruck  with  this  inconveniency, 

.  made,  with  refpeA  to  thefe  mandates,  a  very  judi- 

cious  obfervation ;  which  might  have  accelerated 

the  decifion  of  our  national  affembly,  if  the  autho* 

rity  of  that  great  man  had  met  with  the  attention 

It  deferved. 

Vol.  I.  L  '^  It 
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^*' It  is  not  ncccffary  (fays  he,  in  his  Spirit  of 
**  Lskws)  that  the  rcprcfcntativcs,  who  have  re- 
•*  ceivcd  general  inftruftions  from  their  conftku- 
^  cnts,  (hoold  be  particularly  inftrufted  by  them 
^^  in  every  affair,  .as  is  the  praftice  in  the  diets  of 
**  Germany.  It  is  true  that  by  this  method  the 
^  words  of  the  deputies  arc  more  expreffivc  of  the 
♦^  voice  of  the  people:  but  it  muft  occafion  in- 
**  finite  delay ;  ^ive  any  one  deputy  the  command 
^  of  the  ot-hers ;  and,  in  the  n^ft  prefling  emer- 
♦*  gencies,  allow  the  whole  energy  of  the  nation  to 
**  be  flopped  by  the  caprice  of  an  individual/' 

The  power  of  the  diet  is  not  confined  to  inter- 

*  preting  die  laws^  or  to  propofing  new  ones  v  the  right 
of  making  war  and  peace  belongs  alfo  to  the-ftates* 
But  as,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  hollility,  ic  might  be 

^dangerou^  to'have  the  falvation  of  the  empire  de* 
^pend  on  a  diet  which  afTembles  and  lefolves  fi> 

•  flowly ,  the  capitulation  of  Ferdinand  IV.  suthorifed 
the  emperor  to  take,  in  cafe  of  unfbrefeen  circtiov*  ' 
fbinces,  the  opinion  of  the  eleftoral  college  only^ 

The  ftates  muft  alfo"  be  confulted  in  treaties  of 
alliance  :  but  the  emperor,  in  quality  of  fovercign 
of  a  country  which  makes  no  part  of  the  empire, 
contradbs   alliances,  engages  in  wars  and  m^es 

*  peace  by  his  own  authority :  and  perhaps*,  for  this 
reafon,  it  would  be  better  policy  not  always  to  con- 

•  fep  the  imperial  crown  on  a  prince  fufiicicntly 

•      powerful 


\ 
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powerful  to  have  no  occafion  for  the  ajQiflance  of 
che  empire. 

TJb^  fame  power  which  puts  him  in  ^  t;onditk>a 
to  proced  the  ftates,  furni(hes  him  too  frequently 
.with  .the  means  of  injuring  their  privilege^.  .  If  the 
empire  would  have  a  chief  formidable  ojnily  as  their 
defcLQder^  be  m^uft  be  deprived  of  the  honour  of 
prefcribing  it;s  jaws.  ,    . 

Xi^e  fubjeft  1  have  undertaken  lea^s  me  unavoid- 
ably intp  minute  details,  which  n:iay  ieem  of  109 
l^Vlf  confequenqe  to  deferve  attention :  but  after 
hayi^  4p<^ei^  of  th^  legiilative  trib^na,!  of  tjbe  tax- 
pii;e^  it  is  i|icun[]i>ent  on  me  to  inform  my  reade;r$ 
of  the  powers  which  are  charged  with  the  tjcecutioa 
of  fts  jd^crees.  «  \ 

The  firft  of  thqfe  is  .the  impef  ia|l  .chamber^  now 
i^tting  4t  Wetzlar.  This  chamber  adminiiiters  jur 
^ce  in  the  name  of  the  empire :  aad  it  is  fo  en^ 
xirely  the  tribunal  of  the  empire^  that  the  death  of 
.^he  .eqip^ror  does  i^ot  interrupt  its  pro(;eedi^$*  It 
det^r^nes  on  all  the  demands  which  arc  broiigl^ 
.before  it;  whether  they  ai;e  fent  there  in  the  firft 
inftance^  or  by  appeal  fropi  tjh^.decifipns  given  in 
thofe  ftaces  whofe  fovei:eigns  Ci^oy  not  the  famous 
privilege  which  is  called  de  non  uppellandQ^  apd 
which  forms  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  etedoral 
dignity. 

The  imperial  chamber  is  bound  to  dete^ininp 
x:onforiii^bly  with  the  fundame^^;^  laws^^  of  whic}! 

L  2  1  am 
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I  am  going  to  fpeak,  and  which  are  founded  od 
the  S^xon  and  Roman  laws  :  for  it  is  dill  the  for-> 
tlihe  6f  thefe  people  to  domineer  over  the  minds 
of  men  5  by  the  wKdom  of  their  ancient  legiflators^ 
^hexf  thby  can  no  longer  command  them  by  the 
force  of  arms. 

Although  the  decrees  of  the  imperial  chamber 
are  definitive,  there  is  flill  a  means  of  eluding  its 
decifions:  for  the  (pint  of  chicane  will  every 
^here  find  refources,  and  opportunity  of  evafion« 

The  auKc  council  excrcifes  its  jurifdiftion  in  the 
name  of  the  emperor  only.  It  is  from  him  the 
judges  receive  their  commiffions ;  and  their  func- 
tions ceafe  at  his  death. 

The  aulic  councellors  are  divided  on  two 
benches :  the  firfl  contains  the  counts,  barons,  and 
other  Bobles;  the  fecond  is  flyled  the  bench  of 
ftamcd  men.  The  new  nobility  are  obliged  to 
take  their  feats  her^,  not,  perhaps,  without  fome 
appreh^enfion  of  being  taken  for  learned  men  ;  for 
in  Germany,  where  the  feudal  cuftoms  ftill  hold 
dominion,  it  is  one  of  the  privileges  of  nobility  to 
take  precedence  of  merit :  it  would,  however,  be 
more  prudent  for  thefe  titled  executors  of  the  law^ 
to  fecure  themfdves  from  going  aftray,  by  fufFer- 
ing  the  light  to  march  before  them. 

The  aulic  council  is  always  held  near  the  court 
•f  the  fovereign;  and  in  any  important  affairs  it 
19  obliged  to  fubmit  its  opinion  to  the  emperor^ 

-     •  tvhofc 
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yihoit  dccifion  makes  a  decree.  But  as  this  mai^f- 
ner  of  deciding  matters  is  fubjcK^  to  great  inconvei- 
xiiency,  becaufe  the  title  of  emperor  does  opt  raif^ 
^  man  above  the  poflibility  of  erring,  the  elex^rs 
have  made  the  emperor  fwear  never  to  decide  ia 
any  affair^  but  in  the  prefence  of  the  preddent  of 
the  aulic  council,  of  die  vice  chancellor  of  the  em- 
pire, and  of  fome  counfellors  of  both  religions, 
particularly  if  the  parties  concerned  are  of  different 
faiths. 

The  means  of  evading  the  decidons  of  the  iulic 
council  are,  by  a  ixvifion  of  their  decree,  by  pejti- 
tion  to  the  emperor,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the  diet^  . 

J  will  run  as  rapidly  as  poffible  over  thefe  details .: 
but  though  I  am  fearful  of  dwelling  too  long  on 
unintereiUng  forms,  J  am  no  lefs  afraid  of  omitting 
any  important  points  of  public  law :  the  path  of 
jthe  fciences  is  not  like  tha{  of  the  fiop  ^rts^  always 
ftrewed  with  flowers. 

Before  I  fpeak  of  the  power  and  populaupn  of 
jthe  empire,  I  muft  trace  its  divifions. 

Gerjnany  is  dividpd  iqto  nine  circles^  Tboie  of 
jBchwabia,  Bavaria,  ajnd  Ayftria,  extend  from  eaft 
jro  weft,  along  the  ibuth  fide  of  the  German  empire^ 
On  the  norjth,  Ije  higher  and  lower  Saxony«  and 
Weftphaija ;  and  in  the  weft,  Franconia  and  the 
two  circles  of  the  higher  and  lower  Rhine.  In 
thefe  circles  are  comprehended  the  dominions  of 
(hehoufeofAuftria;  oftheeledors;  ofthep^inces^ 

L  3  and 
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and  of  the  imperial  cities.  There  was  formerly  % 
tenth  circle,  the  circle  of  Buipindjr^  which  includ- 
ed the  low  countries. 

The  emperor  Ma:umelian  I.  was  the  irifti tutor 
bf  thefe  circles ;  and  his  inftitution  Was  confirmed 
by  two  diets.  The  objeds  of  this  divifion  were  to 
inaihtain  internal  peace ;  to  haften  deliberations ; 
to  facilitate  contributions,  whether  granted  in 
money  or  troops ;  to  haflen  the  execution  of  de- 
crees pafTed  againfl  the  dates;  and,  in  fine,  to 
hinder  the  abufes  of  the  nobles,  by  lidiitihg,  in  a 
clearer  manner,  the  confines  of  the  territorial  fove-^ 
reignty  pertaining  to  each  ftate. 

This  divifion,  as  has  been  remarked  by  the  au-i 
thor  of  the  Deplomatic  Diftionary,  has  not  beVn  as 
well  executed  as  it  was  wifely  cor^ceived.  All  the 
ftates  of  the  empire  are  not  exaftly  comprehended 
in  it :  and  fufficient  regard  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
fituation  of  the  provinces.  For  inftancc,  one  part  of 
the  domains  belonging  to  the  circle  of  Auftria, 
and  others  dependent  on  the  circle  of  the  higlier 
Rhine,  extend  into  the  circle  of  Swabia  :  they 
(hould  confequently  have  been  included  in  this  laft 
.circle.  Similar  irregularities  are  obfervable  in  the 
circles  of  Weftphalia,  and  of  the  higher  and  lower 
Rhine.  The  ftates  who  poflcfs  no  immediate  ter- 
ritories, are  included  in  one  of  thefe  circles :  thus 
the  counts  Palatine  have  votes  and  feats  in  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  circle  of  Weftphalia,  although  they 

poflTefj^ 
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paflHs  no  property  in  the  county^  whofe  namethey 
b^ar. 

We  muft  hope  that  there  will  not  be  the  fame 
caufe  to  complain  of  the  plan'  for  the  divifion  qf 
France  into  departments :  the  defign  o(  which  is  to 
unite  the  whole  by  new  ties ;  make  all  tend  to  one 
common  centre,  by  new  interefts;  and  to  fubflitute, 
in  the  room  of  privileges  and  cuftoms  offcnfive  to  li- 
berty, an  equality  of  rights^  and  laws  which  will 
equally  affedt  all  citizens  ;  and  which,  by  effacing 
forever  the  \/oTd  province y  indicates  that  the  French 
are  now  all  fellow  citizens,  and  have  all  but  one 
common  country.  Thus  (hall  a  great  nation,  too 
long  difunited  by  terror,  and  by  the  difproportioncd 
afleflinent  of  imports,  be  transferred  into  one  im- 
menfe  &mily ;  whofe  members  are  refolved  to  have 
henceforth  the  fame  duties,  the  fame  taxes,  the  fame 
prerogatives,  and  the  fame  affedtions. 

la  Germany  the  circles  affemblc  to  deliberate 
upon  theij:  own  interefts,  and  thofe  of  the  empire : 
ithefe  aifemblies  are  rarely  attended  by  all  the  cir- 
cles ;  and  as  they  might  interfere  with  the  long  and 
grand  buiinefs  of  jtb^  diet,  they  are  fuffered  to  faU 
into  difufe^ 

Since  the  year  2691,  the  wars  with  France  have 
frequently  occaiioned  alliances  between  the  inte- 
rior circles,  (ituated  along  the  Rhine ;  they  united 
on  thefe  occafions,  in  order  to  watcb  mtxuatty 
G9fx  each  others  fafety,  and  that  of  the  empire^ 

L  4  Not* 
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Notwithftanding  all  the  defefts  which  I  have  re» 
marked  in  the  arraogements ;  this  grand  confede^^ 
racy  of  princes,  of  ftates^  and  of  free  cities^  for 
the  mutual  aid  of  each  other ;  and  that  they  may 
prefent  themfelves  all  at  once  like  one  -prodigious 
power  to  the  enemy,  is  a  grand  political  fyllem. 

Germany,  by  the  union  of  her  princes,  prefents 
to  our  view  a  republic  of  fovereigns.  **  This  fort 
**  of  republic  (fays  the  author  of  thcSpirit  of  Laws) 
**  capable  of  reiifting  external  force,  may  main'* 
^^  tain  its  greatnefs,  unlefs  it  fhould  become  inter- 
*^  nally  corrupt :  for  the  form  of  the  Germanic 
'*  fociety  prevents  all  inconveniencies.  A  perfon 
^'  difpofed  to  become  a  ufurper,  could  fcatcely 
'^  gain  an  equal  degree  of  influence  through  all 
*'  the  confederate  dates :  and  by  rendering  hiipfelf 
*'  too  powerful  in  any  one  ftate,  he  would  alarm 
^'  all  the  others.  If  he  fubjugated  one  part  of  th^ 
*^  empire,  the  parts  ftill  free  would  refill  his  ufurp- 
^*  ation,  with  the  forces  they  could  command,  in- 
*^  dependent  of  him  or  his  ufurped  power ;  and 
**  overcome  him  before  he  could  be  perfedlly  efta- 
**  blifhed.  If  any  member  of  the  confederacy 
**  proves  feditious,  the  others  can  appeafe  the  fe- 
•^^  dition.  If  any  part  fliould  be  tainted  witl^ 
'^  abufe,  the  evil  will  be  correfted  by  the  healthy 
>*  members.  This  ftate  may  perifti  on  one  fide 
'f*  without  perifhing  on  the  other.    The  confer 

f*  deracy 
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^^  deraqr  may^  be  diflblved^  and  the  confederates 
^*  remain  fovereigns**' 

There  dill  exifts  in  Germany^  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  confederacy^  of  which  I  muft  make  men- 
tion :  it  is  that  of  the  Hans  towns.  They  united 
under  the  name  of  the  Hanfeatic  Society,  during 
the  long  interregnum  ;  and  their  objedt  was  to  re- 
pel the  enemies  of  their  maritime  trade.  Hamburg 
^and  Lubeck  were  the  firft*  cities  which  formed  this 

/ 

alliance :  and  when  they  were  feen  to  increafe  d'aiiy^ 
by  means  of  that  commerce  which  the  pirates  had  till 
then  diilurbed,  and  which  this  union  now  render- 
ed more  fecure,  the  neighbouring  cities  defired  to 
unite  with  them,  for  the  fake  of  enjoying-the  iame 
advantages.  This  fociety  was  called  banfe,  from 
anfcy  that  is,  on  the  fea^  gr  perhaps  from  the  old 
word  bat^faj  which  lignifies  commerce. 

The  fovereigns  of  different  ftates,  in  order  to 
draw  to  them  the  trade  of  the  hanfe  aflbciation^ 
which  became  very  confiderable,  granted  many 
privileges  to  cbofe  aflbclated  cities,  which  contri- 
buted to  increafe  their  greatnefs. 

Lubeck,  Cologn,  Brunfwick,  and  Dantzick, 
were  the  four  chief  cities  of  the  aflbciation ;  and 
Dunkirk,  Bordeaux,  Saint-Malo,  and  Marfcille^ 
were  admitted  into  the  league.  The  flrength  of 
this  confederacy  was  impaired  by  degrees,  as  the 
princes  became  jealous  of  its  greatnefs ;  ^nd  thefe 
princes  a(  length  deftroyed  it,  by  eilablifhing,  in 

their 
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their  dates,  great  commercial  companies,  to  which 
they  granted  greater  privileges  than  had  been  en- 
joyed by  the  hanfe  afibciation.  The  circumftance 
^hich  had  then  produced  the  profperity  of  the 
lians-towns,  now  became  the  caufe  of  their  ruin  : 
I  ffieah  their  diftance  from  each  other ;  for  as  it 
h^  enabled  them  to  engage  in  a  more  various  and 
morfe  extenfive  commerce,  fo  it  now  prevented 
their  uniting  immediately  againft  their  enemies.' 
As  thefe  cities  became  more  fenfible  of  their  weak-* 
nefs,  they  were  lefs  united  among  themfelves ;  and 
each  city  being  willing  to  repair  at  the  expence  of 
the  oither  cities,  the  lofles  it  fuftained  by  the  decay 
of  the  eftabliflunent,  they  came  in  time  to  hate 
.each  other. 

In  the  end,  fome  of  the  hans-towns,  not  being 
able  tofurniih  (heir  quota  of  the  general  contribu- 
tion, renounced  a  fociety  which  was  grown  bur- 
deiifome  to  them.  Thus  the  hanfe  league  which 
was  fo  powerful,  when  it  held  four  fcore  cities  in 
sdliance,  fell  by  little  and  little  ii^to  the  flate  in 
which  we  now  behold  it ;  with  only  three  cities, 
Lubeck,  Bremen,  and  HaqoLburj^,  remaining  aflb- 
(ciated. 

France  has  not  difdained  to  conclude  treaties  of 
commerce  with  thefe  three  cities,  and  to  fend 
commifiaries  thither ;  but  thefe  hayp  only  the  title 
of  deputies. 

We 
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We  have  fcen  in  the  Gertnan  conftitutibft,  a  fo, 
Ichm  confederacy  of  many  foVercigns,  united  fof 
their  mutual  defence ;  for  fupporting  their  autho* 
rity ;  and  protefting  the  weaker  part  of  its  mem« 
bcrs.    The  principal  objeSi  of  this  grand  alliance^ 
was  the  maintaimng  the  f<:]rvereignty  of  the  confe* 
derates  over  their  vaflals :  but  it  is  the  glor^r  of  the 
prefent  age  to  difplay  a  league  more  wife  in  its 
views^  more  grand  in  its  confequehces^  and  mor^ 
falutary  in  its  effefts :  it  is  the  league  of  all  the 
provinces  of  a  great  ertipire,  not  againft  its  chief, 
to  whom  they  have  never  ceafed  to  be  faitlifu),  and 
who  renders  himfclf  evei-y  day  more  worthy  of 
their  attachment :  but  againft  the  agents  of  an  ar- 
bitrary authority ;  againft  the  tyrants  of  the  peo* 
pie ;  and  the  oppreffors  of  that  pcafantry  Wboth 
they  wounded  by  humiliations ;  overwhelmed  witht 
taxes ;   and  whofe  very  fubfiftence  they  devoured. 

The  effcfts  of  this  happy  confederacy,  wilj  be 
the  rcftoring  to  man  his  original  purenefs ;  comniQ* 
nicating  to  the  law  that  chara&er  of  juftice  which 
ought  to  be  Its  infeparable  adjunft ;  circumfcribing 
the  power  of  tribunals  within  reafonable  limits, 
find  making  them  eafily  acceffible  to  all  thofe  whom 
the  credit  and  influence  of  the  rich  might  be  em^ 
ployed  to  keep  at  a  diftance  ;  and  in  fine,  fubmit* 
ing  all  citizens,  without  diftindion^  to  the  domi- 
pion  of  equity. 

The 
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The  confeqiieAce  of  this  beneficial  alliance  will 
be^  that  the  revenue  railed  from  the  contribution 
of  all  perfons  poflefled  of  property,  inflead  of  be* 
ing  the  prey^  of  a  courtier,  will  be  no  longer  turn- 
ed out  of  its  proper  chaivxel,  but  be  appropriated 
to  the  encouragement  of  the  induftrious  and  the 
brave,  and  to  difcharging  the  public  debt. 

The  empire  will  ceafe  to  be  an  unnatural  aflem- 
bkge  of  idlenefs  and  rapine ;  of  mifery,  afhamed 
of  its  exigence ;  and  riches  infolently  triumphant ; 
of  mercenary  foldiers  with  fcarcely  any  pay,  and 
penfioners  without  any  title  to  reward ;  m  Ihort,  of 
daring  execution,  and  timid  fufferings* 

Property  will  now  be  rdpeded ;  ^nd  the  na- 
tional glory,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  ap-r 
peared  in  its  wane,  ihall  now  rekindle  with  new 
luftre^  Thofe  who  believed  thcmfelves  living  only 
under  a  monarchy,  fliall  find  themfelves  exifting 
in  a  nation  :  thofe  who  trembled  at  the  afpefb  of 
a  fovereign,  (hall  now  look  up  to  the  monarch  a^ 
a  father :  and  the  men  who  once  confidered  them? 
fclves  as  his  fubjedts  only,  will  now  be  honoured 
with  the  rank  of  his  fellow  citizens.       i 

Thofe  melancholy  recluies  who  fighed  under  the 
yoke  of  engagements  deftrudtive  to  the  human 
race  ^  and  into  which  the  delirium  of  youth  had 
hurried  them,  will  now' fee  their  privations  and 
their  fervitude  terminated  in  a  manner  very  different 
from  death. 

Talents, 
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Talents^  now  at  liberty  to  take  their  courfe  with* 
out  reftraint^  will  fpread  themfelves  throughout  all 
the  ufeful  profeffions ;  and  fliame  will  in  future  be 
attached  to  nothing  but  idlenefs  and  injuflice. 

Such  a  confederacy,  formed  with  fo  noble  a  de- 
iign,  deferves,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  more  ho- 
mage from  mankind,  than  that  whofe  agreement 
and  power  wc  have  juft  been  contemplating. 


CHAP. 
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JlSeFORE  I  fpeak  cf  the  population  and  the 
forces  of  Germany,  I  (hall  venture  to  touch  upon 
the  ceremonies  of  the  emperor's  coronation ;  and 
upon  the  etiquet  and  precedency,  the  delights  of 
which  are  fo  intoxicating  to  the  vanity  of  mankind, 
before  reafon  has  taught  them  to  underftand  their 
tnie  value* 

Four  crowns  once  united  to  adorn  the  brow  of  the 
emperor:  thofe of Lx)mbardy,  Aries,  Rome,  and 
Germany.  Thefe  were  furely  crowns  enough  for  one 
prince  !  Alas  I  how  many  princes  find  thcmfelves 
borne'  down  by  the  weight  of  a  fingle  diadem  ! 

With  the  ancient  kings  of  Lombardy  the  fymbol 
of  royalty  was  the  lance*  The  firft  crown  ufed  in 
that  kingdom,  and  which  was  not  probably  of  very 
precious  materials,  being  no  longer  in  exiftencc, 
Henry  VIL  caufed  one  to  be  made  of  fteel,  in  form 
of  a  wreath  of  laurel,  and  ornamented  with  precious 
ftoncSi    That  with  which  Charles  V.  was  crowned 

at 
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at  Bologne  is  compofed  of  a  circle  of  gold,  boundi 
on  the  infide  with  a  fmall  rim  of  iron ;  wjiich  ought 
to  be  more  valued  than  the  richeft  mettle,  if,  as  k 
pretended,  it  is  made  of  one  of  the  nails  which  ag- 
gravated the  fufferings  of  our  fupreme  iegiilator* 

Charles  V.  was  the  laft  emperor  who  received  the 
crown  of  Lombardy. 

The  emperor  Conrade,  the  falic,  wasthe  firft  prince 
crowned  king  of  Aries,  after  he  was  put  in  poflef* 
lion  of  that  kingdom  :  but  this  coronation  is  now 
difufed,  ahd  the  imperial  brow  deprived  of  one  of 
the  diadems  with  which  it  was  formerly  adorned* 
Indeed  fince  the  chief  of  the  empire  has  no  longer 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  at  Rome^  his  four 
crowns  are  reduced  to  one  only. 

» 

The  Germans  formerly  invefled  their  foverei^ 
with  royalty,  by  (hewing  him  to  the  people,  borne 
upon  a  (hield ;  or  by  prdenting  him  with  a  lance^ 
in  the  manner  of  the  Lombards. 

According  to  the  bulk  iPar,  the  coronatioa 
and  confecration  of  the  emperor  ought  to  be  per-* 
formed  at  Aiz  la  Chapelle ;  wbidi  is  the  city  in 
which  Charlemagne  refided.  The  archbi(hop  of 
Cok>gn,  in  quality  of  archchaplain  of  the  chapel 
ereded  by  that  emperor,  maintained,  £c>r  a  long, 
time,  the  excluiive  right  of  performing  the  aft  of 
confecration.  The  eleftor  of  Mentz,  as  primate 
of  Germany,  contefted  with  him  the  right :  but  this 
'\IMU?  between  the  prelates  fortunately  occafioned  no- 
thing 
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thing  more  than  thofe  innumerable  writings  which 
were  all  buried  under  an  aft  pafied  in  1675 ,  which 
direfts  ^^  that  the  eledor  of  Mentz  fhall  employ  all 
^'  his  care  to  caufe  the  coronation  to  be  performed 
^^  every  time  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  or  at  leail  in  fome 
^^  city  in  the  diocefe  of  Cologn :  but  in  cafe  of  any 
**  lawfiil  impediment,  he,  of  the  two  electors,  in 
^^  whofe  diocefe  the  emperor  (hall  be  crowned, 
^'  jQiall  perform  the  confecration  :  and  that  out^of 
'^  the  two  diocefe  the  two  archbilhops  fhall  alter- 
**  nately  confecrate  the  emperor :  beginning  how- 
•*  ever  with  the  eleftor  of  Cologn.'* 

I  know  not  whether  the  ele&or  of  Mentz  has, 
as  he  is  bound  by  this  aft  to  do,  employed  all  bis  care 
to  caufe  the  emperor  to  be  crowned  at  Aix  la  Cha^ 
pelle ;  but  it  is  certain  there  has  not  been  a  corna- 
tion  in  that  city  for  the  lad  two  hundred  years. 
,  When  the  emperor  has  fixed  the  day  for  his  cor- 
nation,  the  fecular  eleftor's  appear  on  horfeback 
and  attend  his  majeily  to  the  door  of  the  church. 

The  hereditary  arch-marlhal  bears  the  imperial 
fword ;  the  hereditary  marlhal  bears  the  fcabbard  ; 
the  arch  fenefchal  the  imperial  globe ;  the  arch- 
chamberlain  the  fceptre;  and  the  arch-treafurer 
the  crown.  The  three  ecclefiaftical  cleftors  receive 
the  emperor  in  the  church,  where  he  promifes  to 
be  obedient  to  the  catholic  church,  and  to.  the  Ro- 
man pontiff;  to  govern  with  juftice ;  and  to  afferc 

and 
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and  recover  the  rights  iinjuftly  taken  from  the 
empire. 

This  oath  is  very  difficult  to  fulfil ;  for  how  can 
an  emperor  remain  obedient  to  the  pontiff  of  Rome, 
and  recover  the  rights  of  which  he  has  deprived 
the  empire  ?  It  furely  would  not  be  an  aft  oi  obe* 
dience  towards  him^  for  the  emperor  to  refume  all 
the  rights  ufurped  in  the  empire  by  the  court  of 
Rome.  But  the  monarch  perhaps  judges  it  better 
to  be  perjured^  than  to  fpill  the  blood  of  men. 
When  TV  Deum  has  been  chaunted,  the  emperor, 
feated  on  a  throne,  confers  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood :  but  afterwards,  entering  into  the  conclave, 
he  appears  to  profane  eyes,  to  defcend  from  his 
greatnefs ;  for  he  there  takes  a  new  oath,  in  the 
charafter  of  a  canon  of  the  church  of  Santa  Maria, 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  However  auguft  the  title  of 
canon  may  be,  it  does  not  feem  to  add  glory  to  the 
emperor,  by  being  enumerated  among  thofe  which 
precede  his  manifeftoes. 

When  all  thefe  ceremonies  are  over,  the  emperor, 
under  a  canopy,  and  furrounded  by  the  eleftors, 
who  are  on  foot,  returns  to  the  imperial  court. 
There  the  arch-officers  of  the  empire  perform  their 
funclions,  and  ferve  the  emperor,  who  fits'  alone  ac 
his  table,  which  commands  that  of  the  eleftors. 
Envoys  are  not  admitted  into  this  hall,  but  there 
is  a  table  for  the  princes. 

Vol.  I.  M  The 
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The  imperial  ornaments  were  formerly  kept  bjr 
the  emperor :  but  after  his  deatli,  thofc  whafeized 
them  believing  they  had  from  thence  a  right  to* 
the  empire  ;  to  prevent  fiich  abfurd  pretentions^ 
which  were  frequently  attended  with  blood* 
Ihed,  thefe  ornaments  were  committed,  by  the 
Emperor  Sigiimund,  to  the  keeping  of  the  city 
of  Nuremburg :  and  it  has  dill  defended  this  privi« 
I^S^f  which  has  been  continually  attacked  by  other 
cities  of  Germany^  panicularly  by  Aix  la  Chapelle* 
The  difputes  on  this  occafion  have  been  the  fubjed: 
of  tmich  writing  and  commenting  by  the  politic 
ciam  of  Germany ;  for  no  country  could  abound 
more  in  champions^  deeply  verfed^  and  ready  to 
take  part  in>  every  thing  which  related  tx>  ceremo- 
nies and  ancient  ufages. 

The  Germans  for  a  long  time  miftook  this  kind 
of  erudition  for  learniog,  and  were  aftonifiied  that 
it  fhould  weary  learned  men.  Thofe  who  attached 
tliemfelves  entirely  to  important  truths,  and  to  the 
principal  points  of  hiftory,  pafied  with  them  for 
fuperficial  writers :  but  when  they  began  to  elevate 
their  thoughts,  and  to  foar  towai  ds  a  higher  fpherc, 
tliey  found  it  neceffary  to  difembarrafe  their  pi- 
nions from  the  mud  which  weighed  them  down> 
and  prevented  their  cxpanfion. 

The  imperial  ornaments  arc  two  golden  crowns, 
one  the  impeiiAl  and  the  other  the  Germanic 
(:rown :  the  ring  of  Charlemagne :  the  globe  of 

gold 
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gold  and  twp  iwords*  Tlie  robes  ace«  among 
Qchen,  %  cope,  a  cunic^  a  ftole^  a  Dalaiatick 
and  a  girdle.  The  cope,  the  ftole,  and  the  Dai« 
matick  icem  not  very  well  adapted  to  the  fuccdSbr 
of  the  Caiars :  btir  tbey  are  only  difplayed  during 
the  cereiOQoy  of  the  consatioa. 

The  only  titles  aflbtaed  by  the  emperor  are  thefe: 
^  We  by  the  grace  of  Gad>  ielenfted  Roman  ernpe* 
ror,  alway3  apguft,  king  of  Gcmianf  .'*  The  armi 
of  the  empire  are  a  black  eagJLe  with  cvo  heads, 
charged  with  an  imperial  crowa. 

Audbocs  are  bewildered  \rrth  refped  to  the  origin 
of  thefe  arms.  Some  pretend  them  to  have  beea 
aflbraed  in  coolequex^e  of  a  vidiory  gained  fay  tbe 
Germans  over  Varus,  who  left  to  the  enemy  tvo  of 
the  Roman  eagles.  Others  fuppofe  the  two  heads 
to  reprefcnt  the  divifion  of  the  eaftern  and  weftera 
empires.  But  idiefe  inquiries  are  not  (ufficienriy 
important  to  fpend  time  in  afcertaining  the  truth. 

Foreign  powers  give  the  emperor  precedence, 
and  jbis  ambafladors  take  the  lead  of  chofe  of  the 
other  princes  of  Europe. 

The  emprefs  participates  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  emperor;  but  &e  has  no  {bare  in  the  go^' 
vernment  of  Germany :  and  if  we  have  fcea  oo^ 
great  emprefs  ad  an  important  part  in  the  empire, 
it  was  becaufe  flie  was  fuppprted  in  it  by  >the  (butes. 

The  emprefs  has,  like  the  emperor,  hi^  arch  of- 
ficers and  is  crowned  with  great  foJem nity. 

Ma  The 
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,  The  eledtors  were  originally  no  more  than  the 
chief  officers  of  the  emperor:  and  though  they  are 
now  fovereigns  they  preferve  the  titles  of  their  an- 
cient appointments.  The  eleftor  of  Hanover  is  the 
only  one  who  does  not  yet  hold  any  office  of  the  em- 
pire :  for  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  title  of  arch-treafurer,  which  the  eleftor 
palatine  ceded  to  him ;  but  which  is  difputed  by 
the  eledtor  of  Bavaria.  Thus  the  king  of  England 
adorns  himfelf  iii  vain  with  this  diflin6tion ;  fince  an- 
other fovereign  always  protefls  againil  his  ufurpation. 
The  king  of  Bohemia  is  arch-cup  bearer:  the 
count  palatine  arch-fenefchal,  or  arch-mafler  of  the 
houfehold:  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  arch- marihal:  the 
eleftor  of  Brandenburg  arch-chamberlain.  Such 
are  the  illuftrious  officers  who  ennoble  even  domef- 
tic  fervice. 

Thofe  officers,  whole  appointments  originally  at- 
tached them  to  theperfonof  theemperor,  havethrown 
off  that  depcndance,  by  attaching  their  offices  to  the 
empire,  as  is  the  cafe  with  our  great  officers  of  the 
crown.  Their  eftates,  by  making  them  fovereigns, 
and  fetting  them  free  from  the  fovcreignty  of  the 
emperor,  have  enabled  them  to  fupport  their  pre- 
tentions ;  and  to  ufurp  over  the  clergy  and  the  no- 
bility the  exclufive  privilege  of  naming  the  empe- 
rors.   They  have  verified  this  verfe  of  Ovid. 

Elegit  unanimis  eini  procerum  que  veiontas. 
Thi  wmnimQui  will  cfthe  mhles  mid cUrgy  makes  the  empenr. 

Charles 
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Charles  IV.  confirmed  this  ufurpation :  but  he 
was  fo  little  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  juftice,  in 
granting  to  the  eleftors,  by  a  fundamental  law, 
the  excluiive  privilege  of  proceeding  to  the  election 
of  a  chief  of  the  empire  that  he  placed  in  the  num- 
ber of  ele&ors  the  king  of  Bohemia,  though  his  do- 
minions were  originally  feparated  from  Germany ; 
and  he  had  not  even  admiflion  to  the  deliberations 
of  the  ftates  of  the  empire.  But  this  partiality  is 
explained,  when  we  recoiled  that  Charles  IV.  had 
himfelf  been  king  of  Bohemia>  and  he  was  defir- 
ous  to  inveft  his  fucceffors  with  the  right  of  fuf- 
firage*  If  we  trace  the  laws  in  general  to  their  fource 
ve  (hall  find  that  almoft  all  of  them,  like  this 
JA  £ivour  of  the  king  of  Bohemia,  have  originated 
)n  the  perfonal  iaterell  of  the  legiflators. 

The  eledors  give  precedence  only  to  thofe 
princes  who  are  crowned :  they  have  the  title  of 
majefty  ;  and  they  judge  their  fubjeds  without  any 
appeal  from  their  judgment.  This  right  is,  how- 
ever, reftrained,  more  on  lefs,  in  fome  of  the  cledU 
grates. 

The  right  of  being  an  eleftor  may  be  obtained, 
either  by  eledion  or  fucceffion  :  the  three  ecclcfi* 
aftical  eleftors  are  eleded  :  the  others  are  raifed  to 
the  honour  by  fucceffion. 

The  eleftorates  are  not  devifable  :  for  the  eldeft 
furviving  fon  of  a  legal  marriage,  by  which  the 
j^ther  has  not  contraded  any  difproportionate  al-- 
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liance,  caa  tlone  fucceed  ta  the  right  of  being  an 
dedbor. 

This  rigid  condition  extends  to  the  other  princes;, 
and  this  \t  the  Mtfon  why  thofe  marriages  which 
are  urmtdmifalUofires  (mirrying  beneath  ones-felf) 
are  fo  infrequent  in  Germany :  a  father  is  not  will- 
ing to  run  the  rift  of  feeing  hh  children  deprived 
of  the  honour  of  fitting  among  the  dates  of  the 
empire. 

We  have  feen  that,  according  to  the  ikl/i  //V,  it 
is  only  necefTary  to  hcgocdj  jujiy  and  ufefulj  for  being 
eledted  chief  of  the  empire  :  but  to  be  a  prince,  a 
rrtan  mud  be  the  fon  of  a  prince^  and  by  the 
daughter  of  a  prince :  qualifications  which  are^ 
perhaps,  after  all,  lefs  rare  than  an  excellence  in 
the  three  requiiite  for  an  emperor. 

The  emperor  gives  to  the  eclefiaftical  eledors, 
the  title  of  moft  reverend  and  nephew  ;  and  to  the 
feculars  that  of  moft  ferene  and  uncle* 

The  eledfcors  have  the  right  of  aflcmbling  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  and  without 
his  being  able  even  to  fend  an  ambaflkdor  among 
them.  Their  envoys  or  proxies  have  precedence 
before  the  princes  of  the  empire,  and  kings  give 
them  the  title  of  brothers. 

The  whole  progrefs  of  ufurpation  is  evidently 
feen  in  thefe  conftitutional  points.  The  officers  of 
the  emperor  begin  by  ftyling  themfelves  officers  of 
the  empire.    After  having  had  a  fliare  with  the 
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lords  and  the  clergy  of  GermMy,  in  eleding  the 
emperor,  they  arrogate  to  themfelves  exclufively 
the  rigkt  of  elediion,  Inftead  of  the  title  of/ervmts, 
they  obtaia  from  thehr  mafter  thofe  of  unds  and 
nephew ;  and  che  4i^peiaxion  <»f  brother  lirom  all 
crowned  lieadt.  But  the  works  of  vanity  are  of  too 
little  confequence  to  engage  attention  :  I  will  pa(s 
<m  to  objeds  which  more  nearly  affeft  the  pubtie 
intereft. 

When  the  empire  is  threatened  wkh,  or  projects 
a  war,  each  circle  muft  fumifh  a  certain  number 
of  troops,  both  cavalry  and  in&ntry>  armed  and 
eqmpt  for  fervice*  According  to  a  decree  of  the 
diet  in  1637,  the  ftanding  army  cf  the  empire  muft 
always  coniift  of  diirty  thoufand  infantry  and  ten 
Choufand  cavaliy.  This  army  is  augmented  ac^ 
cording  to  circiitoifl^ces :  and^  in  1703^  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  war  about  che  focceffioa  of  Spain^ 
che  empire  had  oat  hundred  thousand  men  in  its 
pay.  Each  circle  then  levied  on  the  princes  and 
free  cities  of  Germany^  within  their  refpeftive  li- 
mits, the  quota  of  troops  which  they  were  bound 
to  fumilh  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire. 

The  imperial  army,  thus  formed  of  the  troops 
coileded  from  fo  many  different  circles,  is  never 
very  formidable  at  tbe  firft  opening  of  a  camjyaign. 
B,ven  their  forty  thoufand  ftanding  forces  are  not 
ihen  complete ;  becaufe  the  circles  do  not  main- 
tain tl^e  number  of  jnen  with  whith  each  of  them 
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The  imperial  ornaments  were  formerly  kept  hf 
the  emperor :  but  after  his  deatli,  thofe  wha  feized 
them  believing  thej  had  from  thence  a  right  to* 
the  empire ;  to  prevent  foch  abCurd  pretentions^ 
which  were  frequently  attended  with  bkx>d-» 
(bed,  thefe  ormonents  were  committed,  by  the 
Emperor  Sigiimund^  ta  the  keefkuig  of  the  city 
of  Nuremburg :  and  it  has  {till  defended  tbils  igxvn^ 
I^gl^f /^hich  has  been  continually  attacked  by  other 
cities  of  Germany,  panicularly  by  Aix  la  Chapelle* 
The  disputes  on  this  occafion  have  been  the  fubjed: 
of  much  writing  and  commenting  by  the  politi* 
CiAtti  of  Germany ;  for  no  country  could  abound 
more  in  champions,  deeply  verfed,  and  ready  to 
take  part  in,  every  thing  which  eebted  tx>  ceremo* 
tiies  and  ancient  ufages. 

The  Germans  for  a  kmg  time  miftook  thb  kind 
of  erudition  for  learniog,  and  were  aftonifiied  that 
k  fhould  weary  learned  men.  Thofe  who  attached 
tliemfelves  entirely  to  important  truths,  and  to  the 
principal  points  of  hiOiory,  pafied  with  them  for 
fuperficial  writers :  but  when  they  began  to  elevate 
their  thoughts,  and  to  foar  towards  a  higher  fpherc, 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  difembarrafe  their  pi- 
nions from  the  mud  which  weighed  them  down, 
and  prevented  their  cxpanfion. 

The  imperial  ornaments  are  two  golden  crowns, 
one  the  imperial  and  the  other  the  Germanic 
^royn:  the  ring  of  Charlemagne:  the  globe  of 
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gold  and  twp  fwords*  Tlie  robes  ace,  among 
Qchen,  %  CQptf  a  cunic^  a  ftole,  a  DaJaiatiiek 
and  a  girdle.  The  cope,  the  ftole,  and  the  Dal« 
matick  ieem  not  very  well  adapted  to  the  fuccdSor 
of  the  Caiars :  but  tbejr  are  on\f  difplayed  during 
the  ceremony  of  the  consatioa. 

The  only  titles  afldtaed  by  the  emperor  are  tbefe: 
^  We  by  the  grace  of  God,  elofted  Roman  ernpe* 
ror,  always  avguft,  king  of  Gcmiaof .^  The  armi 
of  the  empire  are  a  black  eagJLe  with  cvo  heads, 
charged  with  an  imperial  crowa. 

Audbocs  are  hevrilderrd  iipith  refped  to  the  origin 
of  thefe  arms.  Some  pretend  them  to  have  beea 
aflbraed  in  coolequex^e  of  a  vidory  gained  fay  the 
Germans  over  Varus,  who  left  to  the  enemy  tvo  of 
the  Roman  eagles.  Others  fuppoTe  the  two  heads 
to  reprefcnt  the  divifion  of  the  eaftern  and  weftera 
empires.  But  i;hefe  inquiries  are  not  (ufficiently 
important  to  fpend  time  in  afcertaining  the  truth. 

Foreign  powers  give  the  emperor  precedence, 
and  his  ambafladors  take  the  lead  of  thofe  of  the 
other  princes  of  Europe. 

The  emprefs  participates  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  emperor;  but  &e  has  no  (bare  in  the  go^' 
vernment  of  Germany :  and  if  we  have  feen  ontf^ 
great  emprefs  ad  an  important  part  in  the  empirei, 
it  was  becaufe  flie  was  fupported  initby>the  dates. 

The  emprefs  has^  like  the  emperor^  har  arch  of- 
ficers and  is  crowned  with  great  f9iem nity. 
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.  The  eledtors  were  originally  no  more  than  the 
chief  officers  of  the  emperor:  and  though  they  are 
now  fovereigns  they  preferve  the  titles  of  their  an- 
cient appointments.  The  elector  of  Hanover  is  the 
only  one  who  does  not  yet  hold  any  office  of  the  em- 
pire :  for  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  title  of  arch-treafurer,  which  the  eleftor 
palatine  ceded  to  him ;  but  which  is  difputed  by 
the  eledtor  of  Bavaria.  Thus  the  king  of  England 
adorns  himfelf  in  vain  with  this  diflinftion ;  fince  an- 
other fovereign  always  pro  teds  againft  his  ufurpation* 
The  king  of  Bohemia  is  arch-cup  bearer:  the 
count  palatine  arch-fenefchal^  or  arch-mafler  of  the 
houfehold:  the  ele<5bor  of  Saxony  arch-marfhal:  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg  arch-chamberlain.  Such 
are  the  illudrious  officers  who  ennoble  even  domef- 
tic  fervice. 

Thofe  officers,  whole  appointments  originally  at- 
tached them  to  theperfonof  theemperor,  havethrown 
off  that  depcndance,  by  attaching  their  offices  to  the 
empire,  as  is  the  cafe  with  our  great  officers  of  the 
crown.  Their  eftates,  by  making  them  fovereigns, 
and  fetting  them  free  from  tlie  Sovereignty  of  the 
emperor,  have  enabled  them  to  fupport  their  pre- 
tentions ;  and  to  ufurp  over  the  clergy  and  the  no- 
bility the  exclufive  privilege  of  naming  the  empe- 
rors.   They  have  verified  this  verfe  of  Ovid. 

EUgit  wianimis  elcri  procerum  que  veiontas. 
Thi  umnimQus  will  cfthf  mbles  tkfid  clergy  makes  the  empenr. 

Charles 
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Charles  IV.  confirmed  this  ufurpation :  but  he 
was  fo  little  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  juftice,  in 
granting  to  the  eleftors,  by  a  fundamental  law, 
the  excluiive  privilege  of  proceeding  to  the  election 
of  a  chief  of  the  empire  that  he  placed  in  the  num- 
ber of  ele&ors  the  king  of  Bohemia,  though  his  do- 
xhinions  were  originally  feparated  from  Germany ; 
and  he  had  not  even  admiffion  to  the  deliberations 
of  the  ftates  of  the  empire.  But  this  partiality  is 
explained,  when  we  recoiled  that  Charles  IV.  had 
himfelf  been  king  of  Bohemia^  and  he  was  defir- 
ous  to  inveft  hi$  fucceffors  with  the  right  of  fuf- 
frage.  If  we  trace  the  laws  in  general  to  their  fource 
ve  (hall  find  that  almoft  all  of  them,  like  this 
ia  favour  of  the  king  of  Bohemia,  have  originated 
jn  the  perfonal  iatereft  of  the  legiflators. 

The  eledlors  give  precedence  only  to  thofe 
princes  who  are  crowned :  they  have  the  title  of 
majefty  ;  and  they  judge  their  fubjefts  without  any 
appeal  from  their  judgment.  This  right  is,  how- 
ever, reftrained,  more  on  lefs,  in  fome  of  the  eledU 
grates. 

The  right  of  being  an  eledlor  may  be  obtained, 
cither  by  eledion  or  fucceffion  :  the  three  ecclefi- 
aftical  eleftors  are  eleded  :  the  others  are  raifed  to 
the  honour  by  fucceffion. 

The  eleftorates  are  not  devifable  :  for  the  eldeft 
furviving  fon  of  a  legal  marriage,  by  which  the 
j^ther  has  not  contraded  any  diiproportionate  al**^ 
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lumce^  ctfi  alone  focceed  to  die  right  6f  being  an 
decbof* 

This  rigid  ixMdition  extends  totbe  cither  princesf« 
tad  this  is  die  Mrfbfi  wby  chofe  marriages  which 
are  urmtdmifatttMca  (mMxrjmgbtfitztli  ones-felf) 
are  ib  infrequent  in  Geresany :  a  iadier  is  not  will- 
ing  to  run  the  rift  of  feeing  his  children  deprived 
of  the  honour  of  fitting  among  the  ftates  of  the 
empire. 

We  have  feen  that,  according  to  the  hUi  J^wr^  it 
is  only  necefTary  to  be  jm/,  jujl^  and  ufeful^  for  being 
eledbed  chief  of  the  empire :  but  to  be  a  prince,  a 
man  mud  be  the  fon  of  a  prince^  and  by  tho 
daughter  of  a  prince :  qualifications  which  are^ 
perhaps^  after  all,  lefs  rare  than  aa  excellence  in 
the  three  requifite  for  an  emperor. 

The  emperor  gives  to  the  eclefiaftical  eledors, 
the  title  of  moft  reverend  and  nephew  ;  and  to  the 
feculars  that  of  moft  ferene  and  uncle. 

The  eleAors  have  the  right  oi  aflembling  with- 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor,  and  without 
his  being  able  even  to  fend  an  ambaffador  among 
them.  Their  envoys  or  proxies  have  precedence 
before  the  princes  of  the  empire,  and  kings  give 
them  the  title  of  brothers. 

The  whole  progrefs  of  ufurpation  is  evidently 
feen  in  thefe  conftitutional  points.  The  officers  of 
the  emperor  begin  by  ftyling  ihemfelves  officers  of 
the  empure.    After  having  had  a  fliare  with  the 
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lords  and  the  clergy  of  Germany,  in  eleding  th« 
emperor,  they  arrogate  to  themfelves  excluiively 
the  tight  of  elediion.  Inftead  of  the  title  of/ervants, 
they  obiaAQ  from  their  mafter  thofe  of  mcif  aiid 
0iepkew ;  and  che  ^fpdmon  <»f  hotber  from  2i\ 
crowned  lieadt.  But  the  works  of  vaiuty  are  of  too 
little  confequence  to  engage  attexnion  :  I  will  pa(5 
<m  to  ob§eds  whkh  more  aearly  affed  the  pubtie 
intereft. 

When  the  empire  is  threatened  with,  or  projects 
9,  war,  each  circle  miift  furm(h  a  certain  number 
of  troops,  both  cavalry  and  in&ntry>  armed  and 
eqiript  for  fervice*  According  to  a  decree  of  tht 
diet  in  1637,  the  ftanding  army  cf  the  empire  muft 
always  coniift  of  diirty  thoufand  infantry  and  teih 
thoufand  ca^aliy.  This  army  is  augmented  ac* 
cording  to  circ\itoiil^ces :  and,  in  1703,  in  con(e« 
quence  of  the  war  about  che  (^cceffioa  of  Spain^ 
che  empire  had  oot  hundred  thousand  men  in  its 
pay.  Each  circle  then  levied  on  the  princes  and 
free  cities  of  Germany,  within  their  refpedive  li- 
mits, the  quota  of  troops  which  they  were  bound 
to  fumilh  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire. 

The  imperial  army,  thus  formed  of  the  troops 
coileded  from  fo  many  different  circles,  is  never 
very  formidable  at  the  firft  opening  of  a  campaign. 
Bven  their  forty  thoufand  ftanding  forces  are  not 
ihen  complete ;  becaufe  the  circles  do  not  main- 
tain tl^e  number  of  jsien  with  whith  each  of  them 
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is  charged;  and  thefe  foldiers  are  neither  more 
warlike  nor  better  difciplined  than  the  late  militia  of 
France ;  their  arms  are  not  uniform ;  and  their  bag- 
gage,  including  their  whole  equipage,  which  fol- 
lows, inftead  of  accompanying*  them,  arrives  in 
the  greateft  diforder.  The  general,  who  commands 
thefe  different  corps,  cannot  venture  to  proceed  in 
his  meafures,  until  they  have  been  all  new  difcip* 
lined,  properly  equipped,  an^  praftifcd  in  the  mi- 
litary exercife. 

No  ftate  muft  however  judge  of  the  forces  of  the 
empire  by  this  firft  view  of  its  army ;  or  venture  to 
make  war  againfl  it,  in  expedation  of  finding  a 
feeble  eneiny :  an  opinion  fo  formed  would  be  as 
fallacious  as  if  a  man  were  to  judge  of  the  revenue 
of  a  country  by  the  fums  which  are  contributed  by 
a  few  individuals.  There  are  princes  in  Germany 
who  furnifh,  as  th?ir  quota  to  the  circle,  only  a 
few  horfe  and  foot  foldiers,  who  are  able  to  raife 
armies  within  their  own  ftates,  fufHcient  to  opi- 
pof(?  very  powerful  invaders,  were  they  to  be  atr 
tacked.  The  prince  of  Heifc,  for  inflance,  has  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  well  appointed  and 
cgmpofed  of  the  beft  fqldiers  in  the  empire. 

The  name  of  Helfe  awakens  a  melancholy  re» 
mcmbrance  !  It  was  this  prince  who,  to  fill  his  cof- 
fers, let  out  fo  many  of  his  fwbjefts  to  England,  to 
ferve  in  the  laft  American  war ;  not  under  the  fland- 
ard  of  liberty,  but  th^  bloody  flag  of  defpotifhi. 

Theft 
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Thefe  unfortunate  wretches,  torn  from  the  bofom 
of  their  country,  fav/  themfelves  counted  over  to 
the  hirer  like  bea(l$;  tranfported  beyond  the  ocean; 
armed  againfl  men  who  had  never  offended  them  ; 
and  condemned  to  maflacre  the  generous  inhabit- 
ants, who  had  formed  no  other  intention  but  to  free 
themfelves  from  a  (hameful  dependence  on  the  mo* 
ther  country,  which  had  treated  them  like  illegiti- 
mate  children* 

The  fovereign  of  thefe  Heflians  fold  them  by  the 
head,  as  the  ferocious  African  fells  his  timid  ilaves 
to  the  infatiable  European,  who  chains  them,  an4 
crouds  them  into  his  floating  prifon,  in  which  they 
are  hurried  away,  to  labour  under  4  fcovjrge  of 
iron  upon  a  foreign  foiU 

By  this  agreement,  equally  difgraceful  to  both 
the  contracting  powers,  the  Englifti  were  obliged 
to  pay  as  much  for  thofe  Heflians,  who .  fliould  be 
maimed,  as  if  they  had  been  killed.  Alas !  what  aa 
account  was  here  opened  :  what  a  balance  was  to 
be  ftruck  between  the  two  fovereigns  at  the  end  of 
the  war.  Who  could  attend  to  the  horrid  calculi 
tion,  without  ftiuddering  ?  You  have  delivered  to 
me  fo  many  of  your  fubjefts,  to  be  employed  in 
cutting  the  throats  of  mine,  Five  hundred  died 
in  the  voyage.  Two  thouf^nd  periflied  in  diS<^rent 
aftions.  Three  thoufand  have  been  wounded  in  fuch 
g  manner,  that  they  can  exid  only  by  the  afliflancc 
which  pity  may  afford  them ;  confequently  I  ow<p 

you 


fou  fuch  a  fum.  Here  it  is — treafure  up  thefe 
guineas  in  your  coffers ;  and  difperfe  through  your 
ftate  the  unhappy  witncfles  of  my  defeats,  and  of 
your  (hame. 

The  emperors  formerly  oMnmafided  the  army  of 
the  empire  in  perfon :  but  as  tHe  choice  of  the  elec* 
tors  could  not  always  fell  on  aa  excellent  general, 
it  was  judged  more  prudent  to  create  two  marfhalt 
of  the  empire,  one  of  whom  is  a  catholic  and  the 
other  a  proteftant.  There  are  maintained  befides, 
a  general  of  the  caralry ;  a  grand  mailer  of  the  ord* 
Ciance ;  istnd  two  lieutenant-generals.  Thefe  mili«  - 
tary  officers  are  truly  the  officers  oj  the  empire. 
Men  of  the  mod  diftinguiihed  merit  have  held 
thofe  of  marihals  of  the  empire.  Prince  Eugene, 
the  Prince  of  Anhalt,  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtem* 
burg  were  among  the  number. 

The  empire  has  but  very  few  ftrong  places* 
Even  Philiplburg,  built  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  can  fcarcely  be  coimted  fuch,  though  the 
taking  of  it  coft  the  French  fo  much  blcod  in  the 

The  empire  undoubtedly  ought,  irfter  its  treaties 
with  the  different  powers  of  Europe,  to  have  re- 
mained in  a  date  of  perfed  tranquillity.  By 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  all  caufe  erf  contention  be- 
tween  it  and  Spain  appeared  to  be  done  away :  and 
yet,  that  treaty  having  only  determined  that 
Charles  VI.  Ihould  continue  emperor, and  that  Phil- 
lip 
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tip  V.  who,  like  him,  tfyitcd  to  the  fucceifioa  of 
Charles  IL  (hould  be  king  of  Spain,  there  arofe  di& 
ficulcies  between  the  two  powers,  refpefting^ibaie 
ftates'in  Italy  which  depended  on  the  fucceffion 
of  Charles  IL  who  was  of  the  Auilrian  line*  The 
focceflbrs  of  Philip  V^  always  pretended  a  right  to 
thefe  ftates ;  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  as  well  as 
that  of  Lorrain,  as  conftantly  difputed  their  prc« 
tenfions. 

If  (orereigns  did  not  chufe,  from  fome  motive  of 
iecret  policy,  to  leave  in  exigence  certain  caufes  of 
rupture,  of  which  they  might  take  advantage,  whea 
a  favourable  opportunity  was  prefented,  the  reign* 
ing  houfe  of  Spain  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria  might 
Jiave  ftiffled  thefe  unhappy  feeds  of  war,  by  another 
treaty  added  to  that  of  Utrecht. 

The  two  powers  which  the  cftnpire  has  always,  ia 
defpite  of  treaties,  regarded  as  its  natural  enemies^ 
are  France  and  the  Port.  It  is  true  that  the  poflef- 
fions  which  France  enjoys  along  the  Rhine,  may 
give  umbrage  to  the  empire.  But  what  would  Ger- 
many gain  by  extending  its  dominions  and  break* 
ing  down  the  limit,  which  feparates  it  from  its  rival  i 
Conquefts  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  conqueror 
being  always  ready  to  defend  them:  and  their  pre- 
fervation  cofls  more  than  they  produce.  Louis 
XIV,  plainly  proved,  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick^ 
that  he  perceived  the  neceffity  of  facrificing  all 
which  he  conquered  beyond  the  Rhine  r  ^  and 

France 
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France  has  again  made  the  fame  facrifice  in  the 
treaty  of  Vienna. 

Since  it  is  become  the  policy  of  the  French  go« 
Ternment  not  to  extend  the  limits  of  her  domi* 
nions  as  they  were  fixed  by  the  lad  treaties,  why 
do  the  Germans,  indulging  ftill  their  ancient  pre* 
judices,  confider  France  as  their  natural  enemy  > 
France  which  by  flopping  the  ambition  of  the  houfe 
of  Auilria,  prevented  the  imperial  crown  from  be» 
ing  made  hereditary }  France,  which  has  guarded 
her  princes  from  the  ufurpation  with  which  they  were 
menaced :  and  fupported  the  ele&or  of  Bavaria 
againft  the  chief  who  fought  to  opprefs  him.  Have 
not  the  eledor  Palatine  and  the  eledor  of  Treves 
the  greatefl  reafon  to  prevent  a  rupture,  iince  the 
French  could  not  penetrate  into  the  bofom  of 
the  empire,  without  pafling  through  and  de- 
ftroying  their  principalities  ?  What  indemnifica* 
tion  did  the  eleftor  Palatine  obtain  from  the  empe^* 
ror  for  the  ravages,  for  the  conflagrations  of  which 
he  was  a  witnefs;  and  which  would  have  dcflroyed 
the  glory  of  Turin,  if  he  had  not,  from  neceffity, 
obeyed  the  cruel  orders  of  the  implacable  Louvois? 

Let  the  preceptors  of  the  Germans,  let  their 
gloomy  politicians,  ceafe  therefore  to  fow  the  feeds 
of  hatred  againft  the  French  in  the  youthful  minds 
of  thofe  who  liflen  to  them  as  oracles;  and,  who 
through  their  means,  retain  prejudices,  which  time 
and  reafon  find  fo  much  difficulty  to  erradicate, 
when  they  are  once  deeply  imprefTed* 

The 
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The  prelates  and  petty  princes  of  Germany  arc, 
at  this  time,  willing  to  oppofe  the  work  of  wifdom 
and  juftice,  by  preferving  over  the  French  thofe 
rights  of  fervitude,  which  humanity  is  about  to  abo«^ 
lifh :  and  they  dare  even  invoke  treaties  in  fupporc 
of  their  demands.  If  they  will  refer  to  treaties^ 
when  natural  right  (hould  be  the  only  confideration^ 
let  them  at  lead  talk  no  more  of  that  of  Weftphalia^ 
which,  in  fad,  imports  that  the  cities  and  Jigniories 
in  Alfacejball  be  maintained  in  the  fame  Jlate ;  and  that 
the  king  of  France  can  \here  exercife  only  thofe  rights  which 
would  have  fertained  to  the  houfe  of  Aujiria.  Liet  them 
read  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick :  they  will  there  find^ 
that  the  emperor  and  the  empire  cede  to  France^  Lan- 
dan 9  and  its  territory ;  Strajburg  likewifcy  with  all  its 
dependencies  J  fttnated  on  the  the  deft  hank  of  the  Rhine j 
with  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty  and  other  rights. 

They  will  fee  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  that  it  is  only  faid,  that  all  the  places  and  all 
the  rights  feized  upon  by  the  king  of  France  beyond  Al^- 
facCyfhall  be  refiored.  From  whence  M.  de  Mab- 
ly  concludes,  with  reafon,  that  the  interior  part  of 
Alfacc  having  never  been  reclaimed,  its  reunion 
with  France  is  valid ;  and  it  of  courfe  makes  part 
of  the  dominions  under  the  fovereignty  of  France. 

If  the  empire  and  France,  which  were  then  at  war, 
did,  by  mutual  confent,  in  the  treaties  of  Ryfwick 
and  Weftphalia,  fet  afide  all'  former  inftruments 
with  refped  to  the  interior  pan  of  Alface,  the  ter- 
ritories 
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rkorie^  of  Landau  and  the  dependencies  of  StcaT- 
burgy  fituaced  on  the  left  l;)ank  of  the  Rhine  :  \k 
the  terms  upon  wKhich  France  relinquiflied  Friburg^ 
and  all  the  forts  ere£bed  by  her  upon  the  Rhinc^ 
jf^^  that  Qkt  (hould  eajoy  in  fecurity  the  country 
which  was  ceded  to  her,  wilh  all  the  annexed  righu 
of  fovereignty ;  the  princes  of  the  empire  can  have 
prderved  in  the  lands  cooipriied  wkhin  the  do* 
mains  &  ceded ,  no  other  ri^t  than  that  of  French 
lords:  neidier  can  they  have  any  pretenfions  to de* 
prive  their  vaflals  and  dependents  of  thofe  advan^ 
tages  and  franchifes,  which  mnft  extend  to  all  fub- 
jfifb  \i^o  have  no  foreroign  but  the  nation,  the  law, 
and  the  king. 

la  developing  thefe  political  truths,  and  this  fy- 
fiem  of  natural  prohibition  of  tyranny,  I  am  far  from 
wiQiing  to  oppoie  any  fcheme  which  may  be  deviled 
of  indemnifying  the  German  princes  or  figniors, 
for  the  revenue  which  they  received,  and  which 
they  might  lofe,  according  to  the  new  plan  of  le* 
giflation^ 

Perhaps  we  ought  not  to  expedb  from  thefe  fo- 
icigners,  who  exift  amidft  feudal  ideas ;  and  who 
belong  to  a  body  whofb  principles  are  fo  greatly 
inferior  to  ours;  that  they  (hould  ail  at  once  afcend 
to  that  noble  difmtereflednefs ;  to  that  genero(ky, 
worthy  of  ancient  chivalry,  which  at  this  day 
adorn  with  new  honour  the  French  nobility  and 
men  of  landed  eflates :  but  to  facrifice  defpicable 

con- 
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confiderationSy  to  idle  fears,  the  uniformity  of  oitf 
enfrancfaifment ;  to  biieak  ia  upon  this  beautiful 
fyftem  of  equal  freedom^  which  (hould  extend  over 
the  whole  £ice  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  a  dif« 
grace  to  the  nation  and  its  iegiilators ;  and  deprive 
the  monarch  of  the  glorious  title  he  has  adopted : 
that  of,  kin%  of  a  free  peopk. 

Were  the  claims  (^  the  German  princes  admitted^ 
the  people  of  AUace  might  iay  to  France,  "  Wc 
*^  arc  not  your  fubjedks,  for  we  are  not  free.  The 
^^  duties  of  fervitude  and  pf  mortmain  keep  down 
<^  our  title  of  freemen,  and  debafe  us  in  the  eyes 
^^  of  our  fellow  citizens :  Let  prance  fi^arate  us 
^'  from  her  empire,  or  let  her  allow  us  to  particle 
*^  pate  the  honour  of  liberty ;  for  then  ihall  fo« 
^'  reigners  no  longer  come  to  injure  us  even  in  the 
\*  bofom  of  our  nation,  by  fixing  upon  us  the 
**  badge  of  flavcry.** 

If  Jofeph  II.  had  not  turned  his  arms  againft  the 
Port,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Ottoman 
power  would  not  for  a  long  time  have  troubled  the 
repoie  of  Europe.  But  the  houfe  of  Auilria,  al- 
ways ambitious  of  extending  its  dominions,  after 
having. enlarged  them  at  the  expence  of  Poland, 
feized  the  occafion  of  renaoving  to  a  greater  di* 
ftance  the  limits  of  thofe  ftates,  which  (erved  as  a 
barrier  to  the  empire. 

The  time  is  now  paffed,  when  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Mahomed  united  thofe  invincible  warriors  under 

his 


176     *       Of  ibe  OMronaim  of  the  Empert^ 

his  ftandard,  who  bore  terror  into  the  bofom  of 
Germany.  The  fecrec  of  their  impotence  is  no 
longer  concealed ;  and  it  is  now  known  that  a  wife 
fyflcm  of  difcipline  y^ill  break  the  mod  impetuous^ 
the  mod  valiant  troop  of  barbarians ;  and  ovenum 
and  deftroy  their  moft  formidable  force. 

The  empire  is  compofed  of  near  three  hundred 
fiatesy  which  dcperid  immediately  upon  it ;  and  the 
inhabitants  are  eflimared  at  twenty- five  millions^ 
who  can  fcarcely  find  fubfiilence  in  the  country^ 
though  the  foil  is  fertile.  Germany,  it  muft  alfo  be 
obfervedy  furnilhes  troops  to  almoft  all  the  powers 
of  Europe.  Holland,  and  Denmark  in  particular,^ 
are  continually  drawing  recruits  from  thence. 

The  cities  and  villages  of  Germany  (land  fo  thick 
that  it  is  difficult  to  trace  their  diviiions  on  the 
map :  there  is  not  even  a  foreil  uninhabited,  and 
many  families  have  eftablifhed  their  dwellings 
underground,  in  the  mines  of  Hartz  in  Saxony. 
Who  knows  whether  thefe  fubterraneous  inhabitants, 
whom  we  fuppofe  to  be  fo  miferable,  and  who  have 
no  idea  of  many  of  our  enjoyments,  may  not  find 
amends  for  every  privation,  in  a  degree  of  tranquil- 
lity which  we  can  never  tafte  !  We,  who  are  for- 
ever the  prey  of  cares,  of  rivalfliips,  and  of  ambi- 
tious fchemes,  which  mud  furely  be  confined  to 
the  furfacc,  and  never  penetrate  the  bofom  of  the 
earth  ! 

This 
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This  country  abounds'  with  mines :  many  of  thofe 
Nyhich  produce  (ilver  are  worked  for  the  emolument 
of  tbere(pe£tive  princes^  in  whofe  domains  they  are 
found ;  aud  they  coin  the  produce  into  money ; 
which  gives  rife  to  much  abufe,  and  to  many  regu* 
Utipns  which  are  always  infringed.  The  laws  for* 
bid  the  dates,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  their  rights^ 
from  coining  fpecie  any  where  but  in  the  cities  ap«» 
pointed  by  each  circle ;  but  there  is  an  exception  in 
faviour.  of.  thofe  flates  who  have  mines  belonging  to 
them.  ijSbis  is  a  bad  exception :  the  property  of  a 
mine  ought  not  to  give  a  difpenfation  for  coiniog 
the  p^et^l  extra&ed  from  it,  without  fending  fuch 
metal  to  the  city  appointed  by  the  circle^  for  the 
purpofe  of  coining* 

The  laws  dired  that  all  money,  newly  coined^ 
(hall,  before  it  can  pafs  current  in  Germany,  be  af« 
fayed  in  particular  aflemblies*  According  to  the 
fame  laws>  this  proof  ought  to  be  made  once  in  a 
year  by  aflayers  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  to  know 
whether  the  money  is  of  the  true  (landard* 

This  wife  kw  is  however  fallen  into  difufe*  Each 
prince,  ambitious  of  feeing  money  circulate: with 
the  impreffion  of  his  name  and  arms,  abufcs  the 
privilege  granted  him,  of  flriking  fmall  coin,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  own  territories :  he  caufes  large  pieces 
of  money  to  be  coined  of  the  proper  ftandard,  and 
then  converts  them  into  others,  in  which  there 

Vql.  L  N  is 


is  a  coiaSiAtvikAt  ftlioy^  tod  b^  that  means  obtains  a 
^ry  fliamefbl  'piiofit. 

The  laft  capituladoti  or  -cle&ibti  agreement 
bi  the  emperor  ittipofts^  <^that  whoever  (hall 
^^  iafribge  the  laws  re(^€tiiig  the  coinage  of  mo^* 
^<  ney,  (bnU  be  deprived  df  the  right  of  coinings 
<^  and  of  hk  feat  in  the  diets^ .  That  the  ftate  .who 
'*  Ihall  be  once  deprited  of  thefe  rights,  cannot  be 
^  reftored  but  by  the  coafent  of  all  the  flatei.'' 
But  when  fo  many  princes  have  an  equal  intcreft  in 
eluding  a  law  of  which  they  are  the  arbilvsj  tow 
can  we  expeft  its  execution  ? 

The  ftates  of  Germahy  &rm  out  M  feltsignian 
their  tight  of  coining  money,  and  (hare  With  them 
the  profit  arifing  from  it.  Is  not  this  enHebBraging 
fratxd,  ^nd  making  themfelves  accomplices  in  it  ? 

After  what  we  have  feen,  it  will  not  appear  afto« 
hiftiing,  that  the  German  money  (hould  be  ^  fuch 
iltfrejptite  in  inercaritile  cities.  The  ducats  of  the 
BIcftor'of  Brandenburg  are  only  <^  eighteen  carets^ 
and  thofe  ef  Bavaria  and  Wertemburg  are  much 
^bout  the  £ime  fbindard,  althou^  the  laws  of  the 
fempire  direft  them  to  be  of  twenty-^bree  carets. 
But  in  Holland  the  kw  is  -ftriftly  conformed  to; 
iDn  which  account  tbeir^ducais  bear  this  infcription^ 
hnoytiy  of  the  United 'Prmh^s^  fatr^emted  aec^rdtMg  /# 
ibe  laiosif  the  empire. 

One  of  the  other  vices  tif  the  (^cMaan  ^dnftku* 
tion^  is  the  great  numbi^  of  tolls  which  the  princes 

have 
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hscTt  eftablKhed  in  their  ftates^  and  which  load  the 
merchandife  fent  through  their  territories,  with  a 
multitude  of  impofts.  Thefe  impofts,  deftruftive 
to  commerce  and  oppreffivc  to  travellers,  have  been 
limited  by  regulations ;  but  it  would  have  been 
more  wife  to  fupprefe  them  entirely  throughout  the 
empire. 

The  revenue  of  the  empire  was  formerly  very 
con€derable.  Under  Frederick  T.  it  was  efti- 
mated  at  fixty  talents  of  gold,  which  is  nearly 
equivalent  to  a  million  fterling:  but  it  was  fo 
greatly  diminiflied  during  the  long  interregnum, 
that,  in  the  reign  of  Rodolph  of  Hapfturg,  it 
amounted  to  no  more  than  twenty  talents  :  and  the 
fuccejOTors  of  this  prince  have  reduced  it,  by  their  bad 
ecconomy,  their  conceffions,  and  alienauons,  to  (b 
moderate  a  fum,  that  it  fcarcely  defrays  the  ex- 
pence  of  collefting. 

The  emperor  and  the  ftates  have  hitherto  made 
only  vain  efforts  to  re-eftabli(h  the  imperial  do- 
mains ;  and  by  the  lad  capitulation,  (he  emperot 
engages  ^^  never  more  to  alienate  any  domain  of 
**  the  empire :  to  reftore  all  the  principalities,  15 g- 
♦*  niories,  and  countries,  which  may  have  been  de- 
**  tached  from  it  by  alienation  or  mortgage,  fo 
'*  foon  as  thefe  engagements  (hall  be  expire  : 
**  and  to  reftore,  according  to  the  advice  of  all  the 
^'  eleftors,  the  pofleffions  which  he  or  his  family 
^  may  enjoy  widiout  a  legal  title. 

N  a  ''  Fiefs 
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^^  Fiefs  of  any  confiderable  produce,  fuch  as  u 
*^  cleftoratc,  principality,  county,  or  city,  which 
f  ^  (hall  revert  to  the  empire,  (hall  be  no  more  given 
f.^  in  fief,  without  the  confent  of  the  eleAoral  col- 
^'  lege,  if  it  is  an  eledorate  :  without  the  confent 
^^  of  the  eledors  and  princes,  if  it  is  a  principality ; 
*^  and  without  the  confent  of  all  the  three  colleges, 
**  if  iris  a  city/' 

This  capitulation  imports,  that  ^^  the  reveriions 
^^  which  may  have  been  promifed  to  the  flates, 
'^  (hall  be  granted."  And  thefe  reveriions  are 
{o  exteniive  and  fo  numerous,  that  the  defign 
of  enriching  the  imperial  revenue  by  confolidating 
with  it  any  dopiains  which  drop  in,  muft  remain  for 
ages  without  effedt, 

.,  I  believe  I  have  now  fufficiently  explained  the 
German  conftiturion,  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  for- 
mation of  its  ftates;  and  of  the  privileges  of  its 
cledtors,  its  princes,  and  its  free  cities.  I  have  col- 
lected all  the  information  which  I  found  fcattere4 
in  many  volumes,  in  order  to  form  an  epitomy 
which  might  be  eafily  under(tood. 

Our  old  politicians  gave  too  much  praife  to  this 
form  of  government,  and  modern  writers  have  per- 
haps  condemned  it  too  feverely ;  but  the  eulogift  and 
the  cenfurer  feldom  confine  themfelves  within  the 
line  of  juftice.  The  Germanic  conftitution  has  cer- 
tainly many  imperfedtions,  many  defedts ;  but  fuperior 
as  ours  will  be,  how  can  we  affurc  ourfclvcs,  that 

it 
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It  will  meet  with  general  approbation  ?  that  we  (hall 
not  be  obliged  to  amend  fome  parts  of  it  ?  It  is 
time,  it  is  experience,  which  muft  difcovcr  what  is 
bad  in  the  regulations  of  a  great  afibciation. 

The  mod  ftriking  faults  in  the  German  fyftem  is, 
that,  for  a  long  time  paft,  the  chief  of  the  empire 
has  had  too  little  power,>as  emperor ;  and  too  much, 
as  (bvereign  of  thofe  llates  which  he  prefides  over, 
as  his  hereditary  dominions.  All  the  princes  of 
the  empire  are,  in  their  own  territories,  abfolutely 
independent  bf  faim :  and  the  diet  is  become  a 
heavy  ina£tive  body,  the  log^  whofe  ftupidity  is 
braved  by  the  dates.  If  the  emperor  was  armed 
with  a  more  reftriftive  power ;  with  a  power  truly 
executive ;  he  could  ilop  the  vexatious  tyrannies  of 
thefe  petty  defpots,  who  are  guilty  of  a  thoufaod 
afts  of  injuftice  in  their  dates  :  who  titer  the  mo* 
ney  :  enfranchife  the  nobles  at  their  pleafure :  fell 
their  fubje£ts  :  aflefs  upon  them  arbitrary  taxes:  and 
give  a  criminal  indulgence  to  the  members  of  their 
own  college,  becaufe  they  dand  in  need  of  the 
fame  lenity  themfelves^ 

It  might  not  perhaps  be  paradoxical  to  aflert,  that  ' 
the  German  conditution,  fuch  as  it  now  is,  bears  a 
drong  refemblance,  nay,  is  indeed  very  near  the 
fame  which  exided  in  France,  under  the  fccond 
and  the  beginning  of  the  third  race  of  its  kings. 
Were  not  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  aod  counts  of 
Champagn  fovereigns  in  their.  rfefpeAive .  dates:; 

N  3  while 
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"While  the  kings  were  reduced  to  their  own  do* 
mains  ?  It  was  the  poliqr  of  the  French  monarcht 
which  made  the  difference  : .  they  increafed  their 
fovcreignty  at  the  expence  of  that  of  their  vaffals : 
while,  in  Germany,  the  Tafials  extended  theirs  by 
xncroachments  on  that  of  &eir  emperor^  The 
French  throne  is  no  longer  ri^ive :  the  imperial 
throne  is  become  fo.  In  France  die  great  officers 
6f  the  crown  had  formerly  principalictes  and  pro* 
Tinces  :  they  now  have  falaries.  la  Genkiany  the 
great  officers  had  faUries ;  but  th^y  tow  have  ftates 
and  kingdoms.  Before  the  eleftion  of  the  empe* 
tor  is  fandioned,  the  dates  prefcribe  laws  to  them ; 
in  France  the  king  has  never  hitherto  received 
laws  from  any  of  his  fubje&s,  but  has  made  laws 
for  alL  In  Germany  the  empire  and  the  emperor 
ore  two  very  difUndt  things :  in  France  the  mo« 
narch  and  the  monarchy  are  but  one.  People  ne- 
ver faid,  the  king  and  France :  but  they  always 
iky  the  emperor  and  the  empire. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  vices  in  the  German 
conftitution  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  will 
ftill  fupport  itfelf  for  a  long  courfe  of  years. 

A  return  to  liberty  is  not  eafily  brought  about  in 
a  country  divided  into  many  fovereignties ;  becaufe 
there  is  no  agreement  between  the  projects  formed 
by  its  inhabitants.  If  the  fubjefts  of  one  prince  are 
difcontented,  and  refolve  to  break  their  chain,  the 
ftibjc&s  of  another  prince^  who  are  unacquainted 

with 


whh  ihoir  fi^ndiBtiits^  OMifiof  f<?qopd  tfaeir  jrefplu^ 
dim*  From  hm^t  it  rdfuUs^  \\^^t  the  y^flais  c^  tl^f 
^iuiie  empire  canniX  4(pet)4  pa  f  ecip^-o^s^l  aid  from 
leiich  other;  ^hile  the  prUcf^  are  a^^r^  of  afllftr 
ance  from  all  their  equals :  there  f^  (pnfequently 
fwfoil  CO  bfl^ve  tb^  the  4<M&iBa^0AQf  thef^  prin* 
ijct  m9^  yet  continue  for  ages :  while  all  idea  o(f 
lenftMchifing  t^iF  f^bje&s  ip  very  di^^oc^  if  nop 

fvk^y  cbimftricitf   • 

.  I  UmiU  iiow  uke  my  jimve  of  Germany  ai^d  pror 
Mttf  )iO  Pdaod :  iMid  i|»  emmining  the  coiiftitutiop 
!gi  that  Aate,  whie]»  is  ^x  oace  republican  an^  jfqor 
naffibjcal,  we  fliall  fee  whether  it  is  cap^bl^  of  r%- 
fnmriag  die  pkyx  <yf  gpverno^nt  traced  fl«t  fof  i j  ji^ 
the  philofopher  of  Geneva.  ;   ; 

WbjJe  I  am  thus  fuoniog  tbroMgjh  the  priacipal 
XOiifiitutioQ9  of  Europe,  th^  of  Ff ^jOce,  which  ^ 
.my  ienwg  out  l\ad  fcarcely  receiyod  the  ^rft  prja- 
ciplcs  of  life^  u^^d^  ^  it$  p:^ts  before  ane^  an^ 
^ords  me  an  oppojrtun^y  of  coipparing  the  work^ 
id  paft  ages  with  <k^  of  Ithe  prefect  period.  But  let 
vs  not  forgot,  «^t  Wwpver  excellent  this  conftitur 
uon^  fo  m:uch  defir^d^  ffiay  be  founds  it  can  onl|r 
a^ee  with  jthe  people,,  if  their  manners^  i^  thd^ 
tdeas  -become  |>u.rified  as  joaucjbi  as  their  gov^ija,* 
jneptj  apd  thai:  they  icender  theqielye^  worthy  of 
receiving  k :  if  it  is  to  do  eyery  ^ing  for  o^r  hap- 
pio^s,  let  us  ^egleft  Qodnng  for  iu  profp<;rIty« 
ivt  jfawficep  vf  .PMde  prelt^ntly  \>y  the  rich! 

N  4  and 
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184  tyVAf  C^onaim  of  the  Etfiperor, 

•    '  ... 

and  yet  wluit  can  they  do  better  with  the  g6ld 

vrhich  they  are  at  this  moment  concealing  and  car- 
rying away,  how  can  they  employ  it  more  nobly, 
than  by  infuring  their  own  liberty  and  the  liberty  of 
their  defcendants } 

Thofe  men  are  unacquainted  with  their  troe 
intereft,  who  feparate  themf^lves  from  their  coun- 
try at  this  public  crifis ;  and  >who^  giving  way  to 
miftruft,  ftifle  public  credit  by  exaggerating  every 
tlhing  which  they  conceive  to  be  a  caufe  of  alarm. 
Thus  do  they  realize  the  evil  which  they  dread: 
and  thus  render  the  misfortunes,  whofe  bare  idea 
diftrefies  them,  inevitable  by  their  own  imprudent 
conduct.  By  feeking  to  preferve  allj  they  lofe 'every 
thing ! 

How  univerfiilly  would  that  people  be  admired, 
who,  circumftanced  as  France  is  at  this  moment, 
Ihould,  (hew  a  noble  generoiity;  and,  placing  all 
their  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  their  chief,  and 
the  juftice  of  their  reprefentatiyes,  demand  only 
from  the  ftate  receipts  for  all  their  treafure  pour- 
ed into  the  public  coffers;  atid  wait  the  return  of 
national  credit,  to  receive  again  their  fpecie.— Who 
fhould  unite  againft  thofe  mifcrciSwits  who  after  dif- 
ordering  the  revenue  of  the  ftate,  (hrunk  away  from 
paying  to  a  legal  impoft,  though  at  the  rifk  of  fee- 
ing the  national  honour  endangered  in  confequence 

of  their  conduft. — Who  (hould  overcome  the  male- 

■ 

volence  (hewn  by  other  nations,  in  prohibiting  the 

imports 


importation  of  all  articles  which  make  the  balance 
ofcommerce  turn  in  favour  of  the  importer.  And 
who  (hould  convince  the  world  ^y  their  (bbrie^ 
and  ceconomy  that  the  great  public  work^  which 
their  nation  was  engaged  in^  occupied  all  their 
thoughts^  abforbed  all  their  defires,  and  that  they 
wi(hed  for  no  other  motto  than  Ubcriy  for  mf^  m4 
jfffiU^  liniuards  oH  thf  worUL  - 
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HEN  we  fee  what  Fofmd  fs  mrr,  we  CA 

Icarcdj  believe  what  fiie  was  in  the  tenth  century^ 

under  Boleilas  the  conqueror  of  Ruffia;  and  after* 

wards  imder  the  great  Cafimir.   Her  glory  at  thofe 

periods^  and  the  generous  efforts  (he  has  made^  to 

maintain  her  fiberty^  ieem  now  entirely  forgotten. 

Wbocottld^  at  this  moment^  fuppoiethatthe Poland* 

crs  had  been  the  terror  o(  the  Turks;  the  deliverers 

of  Vemee :  and  that  if  they  did  not  reduce  Pniffia 

to  be  a  province  of  their  kingdom ;  it  was  becaufe 

they  knew  not  how,  under  J^ellon^  to  nuke  a 

proper  ufe  of  their  vidkorics. 

Poland  has  hitherto  been  expofcd  to  deftrudion 

from  three  caufes: — the  neighbourhood  of  RulSa; 

that  of  the  Turks  ;  and  the  vices  of  its  own  confti- 

€»6o6^  4rhile,  on  the  other  fide,  it  poflefled  two 

means  of  defence,  in  the  Coffacks,  and  in  the  fu- 

pcriority  of  its  cavalry.  But  the  Coflacks  have  now 

abandoned  them,    and  joined  their  enemies  the 

Turks ;  their  cavalry  is  very  much  weakened ;  and 

the  vicious  parts  of  their  conftitution  domineer  over 

every  thing, 

Pohmd 


Poland  has  not  been  enalAed  to  fuppoit  it&tt^ 
aakift  che  horrid  revolutioas  it  has  experienced^ 
by  its  own  ftr engch ;  but  by  the  £ivoiir  of  a  fyftem 
^piolicy^  which  made  it  the  intereft  of  three  rival 
powers^  that  tieither  fliould  aggrandize  itfelf  at  the 
expence  of  that  kingdom.  Thefe  three  povets 
at  h&.  fufpended  their  hatred^  and  agreed  to  QxmI 
in  confort  an  unhappy  country ;  now  reduced  M 
iiich  a  ftate  of  weaknefs^  that  its  three  enemies  cia 
only  fuffer  it  to  fubfift  as  a  nation  out  of  pity ;  or  mi* 
dlj  by  a  new  divifion,  they  entirely  fwaOow  it  v^ 
among  them. 

The  origin  of  Poland »  as  well  as  of  all  the  other 
IKMthem  nations^  is  buried  in  fabulous  ftories :  left 
interefting  than  thofe  related  of  the  people  of  anti- 
quity^ becaiife  the  Mules  have  not  adorned  its  cnu 
die  with^thofe  ingenious  tales,  which  render  a  new 
born  ftate  illuftrious,  and  introduce  it  to  the  world 
under  a  character  of  diftin£tion. 

The  firft  epochas,  by  which  they  meafured  time^ 
were  the  generations  of  their  kings;  and  th^ 
traced  its  revelations  by  means  of  this  royal  chain^ 
of  which  each  fovereign  formed  a  link. 

After  the  death  of  Mieclas,  the  weak  fon,  asmi 
unworthy  fucceflbr  of  Boleflas,  Poland  experieteed^ 
like  Germany,  a  long  and  £ual  interregnunu  Thofe 
who  are  called  the  Great  in  a  kingdom,  diiputed 
among  themfelves  for  the  fovereign  auriiority* 
They  made  war  upon  each  other;   ravaged  ihe 

oomitiy; 


fit  Of  tid  (kiifimm^  Poland. 

tttOnkrf}  oppiefflfed  the  people';  and  encouraged 
dbt  Aeigbboiirmg  ftatescotake  advantage  of  thef<^ 
txoobleay  for  avenging  on  Poland  the  affronts  they 
bad  received.  The  terrified  widow  of  Mieclas  (for 
all  btftories  prefent  us  with  nearly  the  fame  inci- 
dents) fled  the  country,  carrying  with  her  alt  ber 
treafure,  and  her  fon  Cafimir,  then  an  infant.  After 
ksving  been  well  received  in  Germany,  (he  pafTed 
OIL  to  Rome,  where  the  only  confolation  offered  to 
young  Cafimir,  the  only  indemnification  promifed 
Um  for  the  lofs  of  the  kingdom  of  his  aUceftors^ 
was  the  crowns  he  might  hope  for '  in  another 
vdrld;  and,  in  order  to  obtain  them,  be  was  ad - 
jrifed  to  go  to  the  univerfity  of  Paris  for  iriftruAioni 
«nd  afterwards  to  bury  himfclf  in  the  obfcurity 
ofia  clbifter.  Cafimir  modeftly  purfbed  the  path 
wmrked  out  for  him  by  fuperflition  :  he  concealed 
Us  rank  under  a  fidtitious  name  ;  and  in  a  few 
years  the  defcendant  of  the  kings  of  Poland  re<. 
xnained  unkaowa  and  confoimdcd  among  the 
monks  of  Qugni, 

The  Polanders  at  laft  exhaufted  by  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  and  aflaiied  by  all  the  neighbouring 
people^  who  made  their  country  a  fcene  of  con- 
queft^  began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  recalling  the 
ion  of  their  late  fovcreign>. 

After  much  enquiry,  they  found  the  re- 
treat where  Cafimir  wore  away  his  melancholy 
houxB.  They  fenc  ambaffadofs  to  offer  him  the 
crown  i*  aijd  to  conjure  him  to  take  compaffion 

on 
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9n  a  people^  who  depended  on  his  zeal  to  recriiev^ 
their  a^airs.  .But  the  prince  -was  unfoit|iiia»^ 
bound  by  his  vows^  and  by  deacoo's  orders^  wfaicb 
he  had  received* 

What  chains  were,  thefe  in  an  age  of  ignoraacel 
and  how  was  Cafimir  to  break  them?  The  modeft 
monk  was  well  convinced,*  that  there  was  a  necef-, 
fity  for  bis  obtaining  permiffion  from  the  Pope,  to 
exchange  his  cell  for  a  palace^  and  his  coarfe  frock 
for  the  royal  mantle. 

We  (hould  be  aftonilhed,  if  any  thing  could  afio* 
nifii  us  from  the  Roman  pontiffs^  to  find  what  con* 
ditions  were  impofed  upon  thePolandersby  Benedi& 
IX.  before  he  would  confent  to  let  the  fou  of  their 
king  pafs  from  the  idlenefs  of  a  cloifter  to  the  hap- 
py adlivity  of  a  fovereign.  He  required  from  them 
the  payment  of  St.  Peter's  pence  to  the  court  of 
Rome ;  which  was  not  furprifing  in  a  pope :  but 
he  made  another  demand^  relative  to  an  obje^, 
which  could  not^  one  (hould  fuppofe,  be  of  mudft 
confequence  to  him; — he  infifted  on  their  cutting 
their  hair  and  beards  in  the  manner  of  other  catbo* 
lie  people ;  and  that  they  (hould  wear  round  their 
Decks,  at  all  the  principal  feafts  in  the  year^  a  dole 
of  white  linen. 

,  The  Polanders  having  agreed  to  thefe  three  condi- 
tions, performed  them  exa&ly ;  and  their  trifling, 
facrifices  were  not  without  a  foil  reward;  for  Qi* 
fimir  foon  proved^  that  a  fupenor  mind  can  exaU 

4     ■ 
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kl  pefleffbr  to  the  hdgtit  of  my  fitoation  in  vA^A 
lie  wukj  be  placed  \>j  foitiine :  he  reftored  tran* 
qoillhy  CO  tke  ftate;  punifiied  the  feditious;  put 
an  end  to  difcord  and  fibfiion;  and  delivered,  from 
Ae  ycAe  of  fereign  maften,  thofe^nxmnces  which 
}pA  been  feized  upon  by  the  ndghbooring  powers 
during  the  interregnum. 

There  is  one  very  remarkable  circomftance  in 
die  hiftory  of  the  kings  of  Poland:  it  is^  that  the 
firft  of  the  Cafimirs  came  to  France  before  he  had 
been  a  (brereign^  and  became  there  a  monk :  and 
under  Louis  the  XIV.  the  laft  of  die  Cafimirs,  af- 
ter having  abdicated  his  crown^  retired  to  Paris, 
9nd  became  abbot  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Germain ; 
where  he  would  never  fufTer  any  perfon  to  ^ve  him 
the  title  of  majefty.  Thus  the  laft  finifhed  as  the 
firft  had  began. 

After  the  deceafe  of  Cafimir,  the  Polanders  con- 
Senred  the  crown  on  his  ion  Boieflas  IL  who,  like  his 
great-grand-father,  became  the  conqueror  of  Ruffia. 

Although  my  deiign  is  only  to  defcribe  the  con- 
ftitution  of  Poland,  and  it  does  not  confequently 
agree  with  my  plan  to  follow  the  Polilh  hiftory, 
yet  there  was  one  anecdote  of  this  prince's  reign 
which  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence.  After  he  had 
triumphed  over  the  courage  of  the  Ruffians,  who 
defended  Riovia,  he  fhewed  himfelf,  on  entering 
die  city,  a  generous  conqueror :  he  forbad  his  ar- 
my doing  the  leaft  injury  to  the  inhabitants: 

,  the 


fbt  pumsn  of  his  ndiorf  were  fb  6r   frm 

(hewing  any  fury,  chat  they  manifeftod  feMM 
menttof  a  wry  difierenc  aature)  at  the  fighccf  the 
Ipnutiful  nadves  of  the  conquered  city :  and  dM 
prince -aiid  his  foldiers,  forgetting  thac  there  woet 
women  in  Pohuid^  prolociged  their  ftay  at  Kimm^ 
where  they  revelled  in  dl  the  voluptiunifneis  of  dvi 
place ;  and  never  did  vi^ton  receive  more  crowns. 

The  Polifli  women,  informed  of  the  infidelity  ift 
whtdi  their  huftands  indulged  themfelvts,  oouU 
not  pardon  die  oonfequences  of  their  viftory ;  di^ 
would  rather  have  (een  all  die  inhabitaDts  of  kU* 
via  put  to  the  fword,  without  diftin^on  of  (act 
and,  in  dK  fury  of  their  jealoufy,  they  abandoned 
dMnfeWes  to  a  kind  of  revenge,  which  was  mom 
natuml  thou  noble :  diey  all,  except  one  woiaa% 
whofe  virtue  has  immortaliKed  her  name,  gam 
themfekes  up  to  the  embraces  of  their  ilaves. 

The  news  of  diis  public  and  general  vengeanot 
foon  reached  Kiovia :  the  irrkated  officers  and  &U 
diers,  impiidng  their  diftionour  to  die  king's  con* 
du&;  agrejR  poTt^the  army,  with  their  hearts  iiu 
flamed  with  rage,  abandoned  their  leader,  and  Aew 
to  Pofamd,  in  oxtier  to  facrifice  the  culprits. 

The  women  and  ilaves,  who  expe^bed  the  maft 
cruel  ptaiilmiencs,  mutually  animating  each  <3f{hcr^ 
intrenched  tbemfelves  in  ftrong  plMes^  end  main* 
tained  n  £ege  ngainft  dieir  hufbands  and  thoir  ma* 
fters  ^  whik  die  women,  confidenng  i^r  huf« 
l^SRids  only  as  their  enemies,  Ihewed  no  lefs  cou* 

rage 
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tasgt  tlnul  their  accomplices^  and  fold  their  liTdf 
Yeiy  ddurly. 

Boleflas  arritred  in  the  midft  of  this  bloody  ilaugh^ 
td*:  and  cqcially  irritated  againft  the  firft  criminals^ 
and  againft  the  army,  which  had  abandoned  bim^ 
lie  exercifed  towards  the  hufbands^  the  wites^  and 
Ac  Haves,  fuch  feverity  as  could  not  have  been  ex*' 
peded  from  the  mild  conqueror  of  Kiovia* 
'  This  anecdote,  which  is  very  .true,  may  throne  a 
ftade  over  the  genealogy  of  the  nobleft  PoUnders } 
mnd  thofe  among  them,  who  (hould  kill  a  peafant, 
nay  have  reafon  to  reproach  himfelf  with  having 
Ihed  the  blood  of  his  faniilyi 

Thehiftory  of  Poland  proves  that  if^  as  the  Poland-* 
ers  pretend,  the  crown  has  been  always  eledive,  they 
have  however  given  the  preference  to  the  children  of 
their  fovereigns.  They  have  even  acknowledged 
their  right  to  the  eledion  fo  clearly,  that  we  have 
feen  them  fearching  from  country  to  country  for 
the  fon  of  their  king :  and  when  he  was  difcovered 
in  a  cloifter,  fuboiitting  to  every  thing  the  pope  re-^ 
quired  of  them,  rather  than  allow  themfelves  to  be 
governed  by  any  other  perfon. 

On  the  death  of  Cafimir  IL  the  nation  immedi^ 
ately  placed  upon  the  throne  his  fon,  whofe  me- 
l  mory  is  ftiU  diftinguiflied  by  the  added  appellation 
of  the  GrtMt ;  not  fo  much  on  account  of  the  victo- 
ries he  gained  over  the  Ruffians,  though  he  fub-^ 
je&ed  one  of  their  moft  valuable  proviACCs*,  known 

by 
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by  the  name  of  Black  RuJ/ia^  as  by  the  wife  laws 
which  he  inftituted ;  the  arts  he  made  to  flourilh ; 
and  the  proteftion  which  he  afforded  to  the  fimple 
peafants,  againft  the  t jrranny  of  the  nobles.  He* 
was  the  founder  of  almoft  all  their  cities,  and  of 
all  thofe  monuments  which  are  now  exifling  in  the 
country,  and  which  equally  declare  his  tafte  and 
his  aftivity. 

This  prince  unfortunately  did  not  leave  a  child. 
He  named  for  his  fucceffor  Louis,  king  of  Hun- 
gary, who,  after  having  accepted  the  crown,  gave 
up  the  government  of  Poland  to  his  mother,  Queea 
Elizabeth,  and  retired  into  his  own  ftates. 

Tliis  prince,  who,  by  bis  indifference  to  his  new 
fubjefts,  had  left  thetn  without  defence  againft  the 
incuriions  and  plunder  of  the  troops  of  Jagellon^ 
Duke  of  Lithuania,  was  defirous  of  having^  fuccef- 
for eleded  while  he  was  ftill  living  ;  an4  he  com- 
pelled the  Poles  to  give  their  fuffrages  to-Sigif- 
mund.  Marquis  of  Brandenburg,  who  was  his  fon- 
in-Iaw.  But  this  eledion,  which  was  irregular,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  made  freely  by  the  people,  was 
declared  null  after  the  death  of  Louis,  and  the 
Poles  offered  their  crown  to  his  fecond  daughter, 
on  condition  that  ftie  would  cfpoufe  a  prince  agree- 
able to  them.  It  would  have  been  more  generous ' 
to  let  her  chufe  a  prince  agreeable  to  herfelf  j  but 
the  hearts  of  princeffes  are  not  always  beftowed  on 
thofe  who  are  moft  vorthy  to  govern  men* 
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If  the  new  queen  of  Poland  had  been  free  to  raife 
whom  (he  pleafed  to  (hare  her  throife,  (he  would  have 
called  thither  the  Duke  of  Auftria^  who  had  pene* 
crated  even  to  Cracow;  where^  under  the  character 
of  a  knighty  he  gave  the  moft  brilliant  entertain* 
ments  to  her  who  had  drawn  him  thither.  This 
prince  realized  all  thofe  romantic  ideas^  with  which 
the  writers  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  have  em* 
belliflied  their  defcriptions :  and  if  we  treat  their 
accounts  as  fables,  the  rea(un  is,  that  the  caufe  lies 
too  remote  for  us  to  believe  in  its  efTcfts. 

Jagellon  at  the  fame  time  demanded  the  pcin- 
cefi's  hand  from  the  fenate ;  and  ofiered,  if  he  ob* 
tained  it,  to  unite  forever  to  the  kingdom  of  Po- 
land, the  grand  ducny  of  Lithuania  and  the  domains 
which  he  poflefled  in  Ruffia*  Thefe  offers  feduced 
the  Poles,  and  they  promifed  him  their  queen, 
without  ever  conlulting  her  heart. 

The  auftere  fenators,  who  were  alarmed  at  the 
preference  (he  evidently  gave  to  the  Duke  of  Au- 
Una,  obliged  him  to  quit  Poland,  and  by  furround- 
ing  the  caftle  of  their  queen,  they  held  the  other 
lover  a  prifoner. 

The  idea  of  lofing  forever  the  man  (he  loved, 
and  of  being  united  to  Jagellon,  whom  Ihe  regard*- 
cd  as  the  prince  of  a  barbarous  nation,  rendered 
odious  to  the  queen  the  gift  of  fovereignty,  which 
had  been  made  her  by  the  Poles.  And  while  ihc 
thus  fighed  over  ber  elevation,  the  fcrocioua^rivai 
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df  the  Duke  of  Auftria  arrived^  attended  by  a  num- 
ber of  troops.  But  alas !  it  is  not  foldiers  who  can 
talce' a  heart ! 

The  quicen  declared  (he  would  not  fee  Jagellon. 
The  fenators  threw  themfelves  at  her  feet,  and  con- 
jured her  not  to  expofe  them  to  the  vengeance^ 
which  mud  be  provoked  by  an  affront  which  could 
never  be  pardoned.  Touched  by  their  prayers^ 
and  terrified  by  the  misfortunes  with  which  (he  faw 
her  fubjedts  threatened^  fhe  at  lad  confented  to  re« 
ceive  Jagellon  :  and  happily  for  her,  that  prince, 
whom  her  imagination  had  reprefented  as  a  feroci« 
ous  favage,  was  young,  well  made,  and  wanted  no- 
thing which  could  render  him  beloved :  he  foon  be- 
came fo,  and  the  princefs  was  not  difpleafed  with  the 
union  of  Lithuania  and  Poland. 

I  Ihould  not  have  introduced  this  piece  of  Pdlilb 
hiftory,  but  to  (hew  by  what  means  the  duchy  was 
reunited  to  the  republic. 

I  mu(t  add  that,  on  the  death  of  Jagellon,  who 
contributed  not  a  little  to  weaken  the  power  of  the 
Tutonic  order  by  his  valour,  the  crown  was  given 
to  his  fon,  though  only  twelve  years  old :  and  that- 
it  was  always  worn  by  his  defcendants,  until  the 
death  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  the  laft  of  the  race 
of  Jagellon,  which  happened  in  the  year  1572. 

This  crown,  though  its  luftre  became  tami(hed 
at  every  eledtion,  was  not  the  lefs  defired  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,,  whenever  it  revened  to  the  dif- 
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pofal  of  the  people  of  Poland :  and  yet  thefe  peo- 
ple have  always  blindly  given  it  to  fome  ftranger : 
in  fafty  to  whoever  offered  them  mod  money  ;  or. 
was  williqg  to  make  them  the  largeft  (acrifices. 

Henry  de  Valob^  brother  to  Charles  IX.  ob* 
uined  the  crown  of  Poland  through  the  intrigue  of 
a  Pole,  who,  after  having  lived  fome  time  in  the 
court  of  France,  returned  to.  Poland,  and  extolled 
the  qualities  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  On  the  death 
of  his  brother,  Henry  quitted  his  Polifh  throne  to 
afcend  that  of  France,  where  he  had  not  ftrengtix 
to  maintain  himfelf.  He  thus  quitted  the  fubjeds 
who  bad  ele^^ed  him,  and  who  frequently  fent  in 
vain  to  recal  him :  and  he  experienced  in  the  end, 
that  he  who  holds  two  crowns  does  not  deferve  to 
have  one. 

Sigifmund,  fon  of  John  11.  king  of  Sweden,  had 
the  weaknefs  to  {acrifice  the  crown  of  his  father, 
which  was  hereditary,  to  the  honour  of  being  fome 
years  foon^r  adorned  with  the  title  of  king. 

Under  Ladiflas,  the  fon  of  Sigifmund,  whom  the 
Poles  indemnified  for  the  lofs  of  the  throne  of  Swe- 
den, by  giving  him  that  which  his  father  had  worn, 
Poland  committed  a  grofs  error  in  policy,  by  de- 
taching itfelf  from  the  Coflafks,  a  warlike  and  fa- 
vage  people,  under  pretence  that  the  Polifli  pea- 
fants,  wearied  out  by  the  exa&ions  of  their  lords,, 
ibund  refuge  among  them,  and  partook  of  their 
independence.    One  of  thefe  peafants^  at  the  head 
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of  the  revolcers^  made  their  cruel  mafters  repent  of 
their  injiifUce :  he  led  them  through  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Poland^  and  reduced  it  to  the  very 
point  of  being  nothing  but  a  defert,  covered  with 
the  aflies  of  its  cities. 

I  am  unwilling  to  take  up  time  in  relating  all  the 
misfortunes  which  defolated  this  vaft  kingdom, 
during  the  interregnums ;  or  in  (hewing  how  dear- 
ly Poland  has  paid  for  the  conceiSons  (he  has  forced 
from  the  ambition  of  thofe  who  afpired  at  her 
throne.  I  mud  however  lament  that  (he  did  not 
always  raife  her  grand  mar(hal  to  the  fovereignty, 
when  he  had  (hewn,  in  that  important  office,  the 
talents  nece(rary  for  governing  a  (late :  (he  had 
once  the  wifdom  to  fix  her  choice  on  a  perfon  who 
had  as  (Irong  pretenfions ;  and  (he  gained  the  high* 
eft  glory  by  it :  for  Sobie(ki  did  more  for  his  coun- 
try, by  his  courage  and  his  warlike  virtues,  than 
all  thofe  princes  who  aggrandized  it  by  the  addi- 
tion of  new  provinces. 

When  we  con(ider,  on  one  (ide,  the  number  of 
princes^  arch-dukes,  and  foreign  fovereigns,  who 
croud  to  Poland^  whenever  the  throne  becomes 
vacant ;  to  folicit  the  eledion,  by  diftributing. 
money  and  fetting  every  engine  of  intrigue  at  work 
among  the  Palatines  and  Polilh  nobility  :  and  when 
we  find,  on  the  other  (ide,  thefe  proud  republicans 
enquiring  out  him  among  the  candidates  who  can 
pay  the  higheft  price  for  their  fufirages,  we  know 
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not  whether  moft  to  deSj^ik  the  ambitious  qieo, 
who  are  torapented  with  ^e  d^fire  of  reigning  over 
a  people^  with  whofc  manners^  chjun&er,  and  laws 
tiiey  are  unacquainted ;  qr  the  vile  eleftors,  who 
make  a  trade  of  their  honOunlble  privilege ;  and 
who  feel  no  concern  at  the  danger  they  incur,  of 
jgiving  a  prince  to  their  country,  who  may  prove  its 
misfortune  or  its  0)ame. 

If  the  Poles  had  been  generous  enough  to  make 
«  juft  return  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  Sobi* 
efki,  whofe  valour  had  fet  them  free  fron;i  a  £hame^ 
ful  tribute,  paid  by  them  to  the  Port : .  and  who, 
by  his  multiplied  vidories  over  the  Turks,  had  ac^ 
^tiired  in  their  camp  the  furname  of  ibe  Invincibk^ 
,they  would  have  given  their  crown  to  one  of  hii 
fons.    But  thefe  fordid  eledors  hefitated  for  a  long 
time  between  Frederick  Auguftus,  cle&oi  of  Sax- 
ony, and  a  Prince  of  Cpnti,  to  whom  nothing  was 
wanting,  to  unite  all  the  fufirages  in  bis  favour,  but 
the  power  of  fending  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
which  the  minifter  of  France  had  promiA^d  to  the 
eleftors. 

His  competitor  thought  himfelf  happy,  in  carry* 
ing  the  crown  from  the  children  of  Sobieiki,  and 
tihe  Dukes  of  Lorain  a^nd  Conti ;  but  this  unfortu- 
nate crown,  which  coft  him  fo  much  money,  and  fo 
many  efforts,  brought  nothing  but  humiliations  on 
his  head.  He  expofed  Poland  to  the  refejRtment 
of  Charles  %IL  and  fubpfiittcd  that  war^ke  option, 
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to  receive  laws  from  a  young  prince^  who  would 
have  reigned  over  them^  had  he  not  difdained  their 
crown ;  and  rather  wilhed  to  fee  it  worn  by  a  fim- 
pie  palatine ;  who,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by 
the  misfortunes  of  his  protector,  would  have  adorn- 
ed it  with  a  difplay  of  thofe  virtues,  of  which  one  of 
the  French  provinces  has  perceived  the  happy  in- 
fluence.   ' 

Since  the  great  Caiimir,  each  pretender,  more 
folicitous  to  fecure  the  crown,  than  to  prmote 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  fubmits  to  the  laws  which 
the  nobility  think  proper  to  impofe.  Cafimir,  re- 
doubtable by  the  power  of  his  arms,  had  imprefled 
thefe  nobles  with  fear  and  refpeft :  and  diflatisfied 
at  the  afcendency  which  the  higher  order  of  nobility 
exerted  over  thofe  of  the  fecond  order :  and  flill 
more  offended  at  the  manner  in  which  they  all  held 
the  peafants  chained  down  to  labour,  he,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  ellablifhed  laws  for  raifing  the  equef- 
trian  order,  and  fecuring  the  labourer  from  the  op- 
preffions  of  their  feudal  lords.  The  firft  condition 
which  the  nobles  impofed  on  Louis  of  Hungary 
was,  that  he  Ihould  annul  all  thefe  wife  laws ;  that 
he  fhould  reinftate  the  grand  proprietors  in  their 
tyrannic  privileges ;  and  that  he  (hould  never  more 
oppofe  their  difpoflefling  their  (laves,  in  an  arbi- 
trary  manner,  of  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  and  even 
of  their  lives. 

It  is  thus,  oh!  unhappy  Polanders!  that  your mifery 
and  weaknels  is  always  fported  with,  when  you  have 
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the  bafencTs  to  remain  without  exerting  yourfelvoi* 
The  grandees  fell  to  your  kings  the  honour  of  go- 
verning them^  on  condition  that  they  may  have  the 
liberty  of  domineering  over  you.  But  they  rcfervc 
to  themfelves  the  advantage  of  entering  into  their 
councilsji  and  limiting  their  power ;  and  take  care 
to  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  injuring  their  li- 
berty :  while  you  are  too  much  dcfpifed,  even  to 
be  permitted  to  offer  an  opinion ;  and  rauft  have 
cxcrcifed  over  you  the  moft  unbounded  power. 
If  you  are  allowed  to  cultivate  the  earth,  it  is  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  fruits  produced  by  your  labour : 
if  they  confent  to  let  you  exift  on  what  they  call 
their  domains,  it  is  with^he  provifo  of  your  ren- 
dering them  fruitful  by  the  fweat  of  your  brow.  If 
a  (ingle  reproach,  if  the  flighted  murmur  efcapes 
your  lips,  you  mufl  tremble,  miferable  wretches  that 
you  are,  left  ferocious  pride  (hould  embue,  with 
your  blood,  the  foil  which  you  have  watered  with 
your  tears.  It  is  your  only  part  to  fuffer  with  re* 
iignation  ;  for,  if  you  complain,  you  are  pyniflied ; 
if  you  fly,  you  will  be  purfued,  and  dragged  back 
to  that  fpot  of  earth,  whofe  thorns  will  be  your  on- 
ly portion  of  its  produce  :  you  and  your  wife,  and 
your  children,  and  their  children,  belong  not  to 
you,  but  make  part  of  the  ground  on  which  you 
vegetate,  as  well  as  the  trees  which  bear  their  fruit 
ulfo  upon  it.  Though  the  proprietor  is  of  the  fame 
fpecies  with  yourfclf,  it  is  not  for  you  to  confider 
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llim  as  your  equal :  he  is  your  mafler ;  he  is  the 
arbiter  of  your  days«  If  you  die  by  his  means, 
the  only  punifliment  of  his  caprice  isj  at  moft^  but 
a  trifling  fine.  You  behold^  when  humbly  attend- 
ing hi^  courts  fervants  who  have  the  care  of  his 
horfes ;  who  ftand  always  ready  to  obey  his  com- 
mands ;  follow  his  fteps ;  and  ferve  as  his  efcort : 
but  you  muft  notfuppofe  that  they  are  men  of  your 
own  clafs :  no;  they  are  nobles ;  retained  in  hit 
pay  ind^edy  and  whofe  minds  are  no  better  inform- 
ed than  yours ;  yet  they  are  the  flowers  of  the  re- 
public^  while  you  are  but  the  forry  leaves. 

Mounted  on  the  horfes  of  their  patron^  thefe  no- 
bles haflen  to  prefent  themfelves  at  the  diet  of  the 
province  :  there  they  proudly  uke  their  feats ;  af- 
fume  an  important,  and  even  menacing  tone ;  and 
if  they  obtain  not  the  honour  of  being  members 
of  the  general  diet,  they  fend  palatines  thither,  who 
flyle  themfelves  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  but 
without  reprefenting  you ;  becaufe  you  are  confi* 
dered  as  nothing. 

When  the  eledion  of  a  new  monarch  comet  on» 
thefe  hirelings  accompany  their  mafler ;  and  add 
fplendor  to  hU  train,  by  the  glare  of  their  iabret, 
which  are  now  terrible  only  to  their  countrymen:' 
there  they  ftand  ready  to  give  their  votes,  and  peal 
out  their  acclamations  in  favour  of  him  whole  trea- 
fure  has  been  poured  among  them  widb  the  aioft 
unlparing  prodigality. 

There 
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15  fUbuid;  fudi4»elier  kingi ;  and  (uch  her  pah* 
tines^  Ikt nobles,  and  ber  feift  or  bondmen;  for  the 
peafants  t£  diat  country  are  afafolutely  fuch. 

£v.ery  nation  has,  in  its  political  charafter,  feme 
predominant  pn^niiqr :  chat  4>f  the  Poks  feema 
hitherto  to  haiK  been  ithc  cbnfing  of  Aeir  kiDg, 
whcDcrer  the  throne  became  vacant.  There  is 
fiMsething  noble  in  thus  defting  a  moniMrch  i  it 
even  carries  with  itthe  appearance  of  wifilora.  How 
bniliant  is  die  ad  of  invefting,  of  our  ovn  accord, 
with  the  fi^eme  authority,  ti^  peilbn  whom  wc 
xnuft  a&ervards  obey  1  Our  eloftiosi  will  be  made 
iindoid>tedly  becaufe  we  believe  the  dbjeft  of  oar 
choice  is  worthy  so  reign  over  us  %  and  we  flttU 
ftthoiit  ourfehres  to  him^  becaufe  we  arc  willing  to 
be  under  his  commands  The  gratitude  which  he 
owes  to  his  people  will  make  him  juft  toward  thofe 
inho  havejdeded  him :  and,  in  fine,  we  (hall  never 
be  in  danger  of  feeing  thfe  ^asecutive  power  in  the 
hands  of  a  furious^  a  weak^  or  a  i4cious  piince^ 
whom  the  fingle  title  of  birth  has  plated  upon  the 
thmse. 

Thfife  afgnmema,  die  moft  fpeeious  which  can 
be  ^employed  to  defend  the  elbftion  of  kings^  will 
uftAaiihflodJy  be  urged  by  Hdk  as  fiivour  that  fy- 
ftem^  But  if  we  confidcr  att  ehe  misfortunes^  all  the 
iittrigueit  aU  the  nvaVUjps,  and  a^  tiiie  diiTemions 
to  which  a  monarchy  is  fubjeft^  whenever  die  throne 
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becomes  vacant^  we  (hall  fiod  that  there  is  more 
danger  from  ele&ions  than  from  hereditary  fuc* 
ceffion. 

Beiides^  are  the  qualities  requiilie  for  governing 
well  (b  very  confpicuous,  that  it  is  eafy  to  difcern 
in  what  :man  they  all  unite  ?  All  the  fubje&s  in  4 
kingdom  ought  to  obey  and  reiped  the  fovereign 
who  has  been  elefted :  are  they  all  convened  for 
elefting  him  ?  or  if  they  were^  are  they  all  capable 
of  judging  of  his  merit  ? 

Tf  the  people  at  large  defire  to  have  a  virtuous 
prince  upon  the  throne,  thofe  of  fuperior  rank  wilh 
only  for  a  man  of  diftinguilhed  title.  If  the  wel-> 
fere  of  the  people  demands  a  monarch  equa%  at« 
tentive  to  the  intereft  of  all  his  fubjeds :  their  lords 
require  in  him^  to  whom  they  give  their  fufirages^ 
a  difpofition  to  attend  to  no  fubjed  below  the  Jnnk 
of  nobility* 

The  nobles  >  who  have  every  thing  to  expeftfron 
the  monarch  who  (hall  be  elo^d  through  their  in* 
fluence,  divide  into  parties,  each  of  which  endea* 
vours  to  fecure  the  crown  for  that  candidate^  om 
whofe  favour  its  members  can  moftrcly;  while  tfaa 
competitors  for  the  crown,  more  cmplayed  witli 
their  own  glory,  than  iblicitous  about  the  publitt. 
welfare,  endeavour  to  increale  their  i^po^c  j|^« 
ties;  and  fee^  ratlier  to  b^f  awajr  i>y  ^V^  ^^W 
lawfully  to  obtain  the  x)bj(Q^.<^  ^uc  Hfflbj wn  t, 
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Z€2il  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  make  him  run  the 
chance  of  lofing  it. 

It  was  a  great  point  in  favour  of  Redbn^  to  have  a 
bw  of  the  ftate  to  defend  itagainftFanaticifm:  buttbat 
monfter  is  always  meditating  injuftice  and  crimes^ 
even  when  they  cannot  be  executed :  aod^  deceit* 
ful  in  its  weaknefsy  it  only  waits  the  moment  of  re- 
turning power^  to  exercife  them  in  all  their  fury. 
It  foon  began  in  Poland,  by  declaring  war 
with  the  Arians,  of  which  fe6t  there  were  a  great 
number  in  the  kingdom.  The  proteftants,  and 
thofe  of  the  Greek  church,  had  the  imprudence  to 
take  a  decided  part  againft  the  Arians ;  by  which 
they  weakened  tbemfelves,  and  ftrengthened  their 
conm^on  enemy,  who  (hortly  after  attacked  them 
feparately,  and,  in  17339  excluded  them  from  the 
diets* 

The  fanatics,  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  declare  guilty  of  high  treafon 
all  thofe  diffenters  who  fhould  endeavour  to  revive 
the  ancient  decrees,  by  the  intervention  of  thofe  fo-r 
reign  powers,  who  had  guaranteed  the  treaty  of 
Olivia ;  for  they  had  not  forgot  that  the  treaty  al- 
luded to,  confirmed  them  in  the  privileges  of  which 
they  were  now  to  be  defpoiled. 

Such  was  the  afcendency  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion,  in  the  year  1764,  when  the  prefent  king 
was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland  by  the  influence 
of  the  Emprcfs  of  Ruflia  5  who  could  not  have 

employed 
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to  employ  his  unremitted  attention  in  defending  his 
own  power :  inftead  of  patriotic  citizens  uniting  to 
fupport  the  (tales,  nobles  diftraded  with  the  defire 
of  domineering  over  every  thing :  and,  inilead  of 
wealth,  the  labour  of  llavery,  which  they  perform 
with  reludance,  as  no  (hare,  of  its  produce  will  be* 
long  to  them. 

I  (hould  be  glad  to  knpw  whether  there  is  one 
iingle  Frenchman  who,  after  viewing  this  portr^t, 
drawn  by  the  pencil  of  truth,  would  envy  the  Po- 
landers  the  privilege  of  which  they  are  fo  tena^ 
cious? 

Poland  acquired  this  £ital  right  in  a  legal  and 
conftitutional  manner,  in  the  year  1550,  under  Sig^- 
mund-Auguftus,  who  fubfcribed  to  an  ad;  which 
eftablilhed  in  the  nation,  or  rather  in  the  grandees^ 
for  among  this  unhappy  people  the  higher  order  fd 
nobility  is  confidered  as  the  whole  nation,  the  tmii^ 
mited  right  of  eUQing  a  numarcb  every  time  the  threM 
became  vacant :  and  as  Sigi(mund  left  no  children^ 
nor  any  near  relations,  this  famous  charter  which 
had  been  confirmed  in  a  folemn  diet,  and  which  is 
known  under  the  title  of  the  pa8a  cimveHta,  waf ,  on 
the  death  of  the  king,  carried  into  the  fuUeft  exe* 
cution;  and  from  that  period  there  is  00  doubc  boc 
the  law  which  renders  the  crown  of  Poland  deftffe 
has  been  one  of  the  fundamemal  laws  of  the  ftace# 

The  paSia  ctmventa^  in  coofifnacioo  of  dv  €M^ 
ceifions  made  by  Louis  of  Honguj,  aoc  ooljr  ia^ 


ports  ihgi  the  kingJMlie  eURei^  but  moreover  /W 
he  Jbdt  ne^r  appmt  a  fiket^ :  that  fhe  general  diets 
JhatteiffemHe  every  twoyearsi  that  ail  the  nobles ,  Jidf- 
jeSs  ^tbe  kingdom,  JbaS  have  a  right  ofjkffragetn  the- 
eleSional  diets  :  that  if  the  king  does  a$t)f  infUry  to  the 
lotos  or  to  the  privileges  of  the  nation,  the  JuBjeSls  Jhall 
he  releafedfrom  their  oath  of  fidelity. 

It  is  an  undoubted  trdtb>  that  no  individual^  be 
he  a  native  or  a  foreigner^  who  has  not  any  nacuraS 
right  to  the  crown^  but  on  whom  it  is  beftcrwed, 
with  the  provifo  thact  •  he  flndl  perfomt  certain  (i>e. 
cified  conditions ;  on  which  conditions  he  actepts 
it^  ^d  which  he  fwears  to  fulfil^  camiot  in- 
fringe them  without  being  guilty  of  pcijury  and 
ufurpation.  But  if  he  difcovers  great  injoftice  in 
the  laws  which  he  has  fworn  to  obey:  if  he*  finds' 
that  the  unhappTnefs  of  the  people  muft  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  his  obeying  them^  he  may,  aduated  by 
noblenefs  and  magnanimity,  and  fupported  by  the 
troops  in  his  pay,  which  are  almofl  always  foreign- 
ers,  convoke  the  whole  nation  in  general  aflembly^ 
and  fay  to  them, 

**  In  you,  whenever  you  are  united,  dwells  the" 
*^  fupreme  power  of  confirming  or  annulling  the 
•*  ancient  laws.  Is  it  your  wilf  that  the  general 
*•  diets  ftiall  be  compofed  of  the*  higher  order  of 
**  the  nobles  only  ?  That  the  defHonal  diets  fliall 
«^  never  admit  any  below  the  fecond  ofdcr  of  no- 
"  blcs  ?    Do  you  perfift  in  thinkihg  that  the  huf- 
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*^  baiydiTMf  who  tiUi  tkc  ground^  ought  alwa^lsuo 
*^iraiata'a.bondmaa;t  and  that  even  die*  chief  of 
*^  cb^  kingdom  (hall  not  have  power  to  fet  hin» 
^^  free  ?  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  monlureh'  o£* 
^^  Poland  (hould  always  remain,  of  little  account  9 
<(  and  that  much  i^e  greater  part  of  his  £ubje6br 
<<  (hould  be  accounted  as  nothing  ? 

^^  If  (uch  be  your  wiU^c  begone,  leave  me;  1= 
'^  I  (hall  rqdre  to  my  palace;  there  remains  for  me 
'^  but  this  aUemative :  uy  continue  &ithful  to  myr 
^^  oath,  or  to  abdicate  the  throne.  If,  on  the  con*; 
<^  trary,  it  is  your  true  wKh  to  annul  thofe  law^ 
^^  draw^near  u»  fae^i  and  let  us  condilt  about  the 
^^  means  of  annihilating  the  ufurpations  which  have' 
^'  been  ondf  00;  the  rights  of  the  throne  and  the 
^'  rights-  ofrihe  nation/'  Such  are  the  ideas  which 
ought  to  animate  a  great  prince :  and  a  king  of  Po« 
land,  who  had  been  direded  by  them^  would- have 
pcefisrved  his  kingdom  fromdecay^  perhaps  from* 
appF6aching  deftruftion. 

The  focceflbrs  of  Sigi(niund,  fatisfied  with  hav« 
ing  obtained  the  crown,  have  held  it  in  fuch  a  man  ^ 
ncr,^  that  they  rather  chgfe  to  (ee  it  difpoiled  of  its 
moik  glorious  ornaments^  than  to  have  the  honour 
of  recovering  aU  its  energy  and  all  its  luflre :  while 
the  nobility,,afiWmiflgto  ihemfelves  excluiively  the 
whole  power  of  the  nation,  may  juftly  be  reproach- 
ed 0%  ariJocTdS^^  in  the  fuUeft  fenfe  of  the  term. 

Henry. 
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Hcniy  of  Valois  rendered  the  power  of  eleding 
kings  ftili  more  precious  to  this  ariftocratic  body^ ' 
by  the  profufion  of  gold  and  of  promifes  with 
which  he  purchafed  their  votes:  fork  has  never 
been  on  the  candidate  who  had  the  mod  brillianc 
talents  to  difplay,  but  to  him  who  had  the  largeH; 
(hare  of  wealth  to  difperfe  among  them^  that  the 
grandees  of  Poland  have  conferred  the  crown :  fo 
true  it  is,  that  men,  who  aflume  a  falfe  appear* 
ance  of  grandeur,  and  magnanimity,  often  con* 
ceal,  beneath  it  all  the  vices  and  all' the  meannefs 
of  that  clafs  of  people  whom  they  defpife. 

Under  Stephen  Bathori  the  grandees  of  Poland 
fubjefted  the  king  to  the  dire&ion  of  fixteen  fena« 
tors ;  who  were  appointed  by  the  diet,  and  without 
wbofe  confent  he  could  not  determine  on  any  mat- 
ter of  importance:  this  was  in  fa<9;  giving  him 
fixteen  colleagues :  for  it  was  not  the  opinions  of 
thefe  fenators,  that  he  was  to  receive,  but  their 
confent  that  he  mud  obtain.  They  afterwards  de- 
prived him  of  the  right  of  judging,  m  the  laft  re- 
fort,  ^he  caufes  of  the  nobility,  unlefs  the  affair 
brought  before  him  had  happened  within  a  very 
fmall  diftance  from  the  royal  refidence :  and  they 
eftablifhed  courts  of  juftice,  whofe  members  were 
eleded  by  the  nobles  of  each  palatinate  or  pro* 
vince. 

From  that  moment  the  king  was  no  more  the 
prote&or  of  the  citizen  or  the  plebeian  againft  their 
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hoble  oppreflbrs;  but  the  latter  might  commit^ 
.  upon  their  refpeftive  territories^  all  kinds  of  injiw 
Aicc,  cirery  aft  of  brutality, '  to  which  their  in- 
trlination  fliould  prompt  them,  without  having 
any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  authority  of  the 
prince. 

Of  what  confeqiience  is  it  to  the  greater  part 
of  a  nation,  to  have  a  king,  when  that  king,  re« 
nouncing  his  noblefl  prerogative,  can  no  longer 
defend  them  againil  the  injuftice  and  barbarity  of 
their  oppreffors  ? 

In  fine,  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  thofe  no- 
bles, who  had  degraded  their  monarch ;  who  had 
placed  his  authority  under  the  tuition  of  iixteen 
fenators ;  and  deprived  him  of  that  precious  pre*- 
rogative  of  defending  the  weak  againft  the  ftrong, 
afpired  to  a  degree  of  power  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  king,  in  the  privilege  of  ftopping,  by  the  nc* 
gative  of  any  one  member  of  theii:  body  who  was 
admitted  to  the  diet,  any  refolution  however  tina^ 
nimouily  agreed  to;  and  even  of  diflblving  the  af- 
fembly :  and  the  nobles  got '  this  prodigious  pri« 
vilege,  known  under  the  name  of  liberum  ^eto^ 
pafled  into  a  law« 

In  Rome,  it  is  true,  onefingle  tribune  could,  by 
his  vefOy  ftop  a  decree  of  the  fenate ;  but  that  tri- 
bune  reprefented  the  whole  Roman  people :  while 
the  Polifti  noble,  fitting  in  the  diet,  reprefems 
only  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the  nobility  of  his  pa- 
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latinace:  and  ftiU,  whether  he  ads  under  the  fren- 
zy of  intoxication;  whether  his  motives  are  too  ob- 
fcure  to  be  penetrated  by  the  light  of  rcafon ;  or 
whether  he  be  too  ftupid  to  give  any  reply  to  the 
preffing  arguments  of  his  colleagues  befides  this 
unfortunate  ^r/o,  the  wifeft  refolutions  are  fufpend- 
cd  by  it ;  and  the  diet  muft  proceed  to  fome  other 
fubjed:,  which  frequently  meets  with  the  fame  ab- 
furd  contradidion. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  body  of  nobili- 
ty, who  at  this  time  exercifed  a  privilege  fo  de- 
ftrudive  to  all  good  refolutions,  after  having  expe- 
rienced the  fatal  confeqijences  of  it,  (hewed  a 
idefpicable  degree  of  pride  and  felf-intereftednefs, 
and  merited  all  the  misfortunes  which  have  befallen 
them. 

After  all  thefe  ufurpations  made  by  the  Polilh 
nobility,  the  king  ftill  polleircd,  in  one  laft  remain- 
ing prerogaiive',  the  power  of  indulging  his  bene- 
vtilence :  he  liad  the  liberty  of  difpofmg  of  what 
is  called  in  Poland  \\izjhrajiiesi  which  are  the  an- 
cient fiefs  dependant  on  the  republic.  But  under 
the  'prefent  king,  the  crown  has  been  deprived  of 
ihe  right  of  conferring  them,  as  well  as  the  princi- 
pal dignities,  without  the  cottfent  of  the  permanent 
council:  and  the  confequence  is,  that  the  chief  of  a 
kingdom,  which  before  the  laft  divifion,  was  as  ex- 
tenfive  as  France,  pofTeffes  not  the  power  of  doing 
good  or  evil :  and  yet,  in  this  ftate  of  royal  nullity, 
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he  has  all  the  moil  ilriking  and  auguil  appearance  of 
fovereignty.  "  Whoever  fees  (lays  M.  de  Voltaire) 
*^  a  king  of  Poland^  in  the  royal  pomp  of  majefty, 
*^  will  believe  him  the  mod  abfolute  prince  in 
*^  Europe :  he  is,  however,  the  one  who  is  lead 
"  fo/' 

Before  I  take  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Po- 
land, it  may  not  be  uninterefting  to  the  French, 
who  have,  in  one  of  the  provinces  of  France,  reap- 
ed the  fruits  of  the  virtues  of  Staniflaws,  duke  of 
Lorraine,  to  know  on  what  title  the  throne  of  Po- 
land is  founded.  It  muft  be  remembered  that,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  laft  century,  Frederick  Au- 
guftus,  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  bore  away  the  Polifli 
crown  from  all  his  competitors;  and  that,  in  virtue 
of  an  ele<5tion  perfeAly  conformable  to  the  laws  of 
the  country,  he  was  placed  upon  the  throne. 

Unfortunately  for  this  prince,  he  faw  in  Charles 
the  Twelfth  of  Sweden,  then  fcarcely  eighteen 
years  of  age,  only  a  minor  king,  held  under  the 
tuition  of  a  weak  grand-mother ;  and  formed  the 
refolution  of  reuniting  to  Poland  the  province  of 
Livonia,  which  had  been  for  the  fpace  of  a  century 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Swedes. 

This  projeft,  juft  or  unjuft,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  ftates,  had  originated  in  the  oath  taken  by ' 
the  king,  to  conquer  all  thofe  provinces  of  which 
Sweden  had  defpoiled  Poland,  and  of  which  Livo« 
nia  (as  they  faid)  made  a  part. 

F  z  Charles 
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Charle  XIL  having  vanquifhied  the  Mufcovites 
and  the  Polanders  in  the  battk  of  Narva,  penetrac- 
ed  into  Courland  :  and  ince'nfed  at  the  alliance 
foimed  between  the  Czar  and  Auguftus,  he:  con- 
ceived the  defign  of  dethroning  the  latter.  After 
fpreading  terror  through  the  bofom  of  Poland,  he 
caufed  a  diet  to  be  convoked  at  Warfa^v,  cormnafid- 
ing  it  to  ele6l:,  wkhin  five  days,  Staniflaws  Leczin- 
iki  to  the  throne :  and  before  the  fifth  day  expired 
the  command  of  Charles  XII*  was  executed* 

Such  an  eleftion  as  this,  made  under  the  eyes  of 
a  conqueror,  and  which  was  prefcribed  by  venge- 
ance, and  performed  by  fe&r,  could  nek  her  de- 
throne a  king  legally  elected,  nor  create  another. 
The  firft  title  of  Staniflaws  to  the  crown  of  Poland 
was  therefore  no  other  than  that  of  force,  which 
made  the  law  give  way,  but  which  could  not  de- 
ftroy  it :  and,  notwithftanding  his  eleftion,  Au- 
guftus  was  received  as  king  among  the  ftates.  He 
-found  himfelf  however  ftill  fo  unable  to  refift 
Charles,  though  he  liad  gained  a  viftory  over  one  of 
the  Swedilh'  generals,  that  the  moment  that  young 
conqueror  impofed  upon  him  as  the  firft  condition 
of  a  peace,  the  hard  law  of  abdicating  his  crown, 
hefubmitted;  and  fubfcribed  to  the  moft  cruel 
terms  which  can  be  required  'of  a  monarch.  But 
this  was  not  all ;  for  Augiiftus,  in  a  letter  which 
Chadcs  commanded  liim  to  write  to  Staniflaws^  ac- 
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knowledged,  as  king  of  Poland,  the  man  whom  he 
had  till  then  confidered  as  a  fubjeft. 

Could  this  fecond  title  render  the  eleftion  of 
Staniilaws  valid  ?  Certainly  not ;  for  even  if  this 
forced  refignation  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  the 
cfFeft  of  a  voluntary  abdication,  it  could  only  be  at 
the  time  it  was  made  that  the  throne  became  va- 
cant :  confeqxiently  any  anterior  eleftion  was  of 
no  effcft :  and  to  render  Staniilaws  lawful  king 
of  Poland,  it  was  neceflary  to  proceed  to  a  new 
eledlion,  and  for  him  to  be  chofen  by  a  majority 
of  fuffrages. 

Staniilaws  being  acknowledged  as  king  by  the 
prince  who  abdicated,  could  not  ftrengthen  his  firft 
title  :  becaufe  the  crown  of  Poland  being  eleftive, 
the  monarch,  who  defcctids  voluntarily  from  the 
throne,  cannot  caufe  any  other  perfon  to  aflume  his 
place,  unlefs  that  perfon  has  been  eleftcd  by  the 
nobles,  convoked  for  the  purpofe  of  chufing  a  lo- 
vereign. 

The  law  of  nations  will  pronounce  the  refult  of 
thefe  fadls  to  be,  that,  notwirhftanding  his  abdica- 
tion, notwithftanding  his  letter  to  Staniilaws,  and 
the  elcftion  of  that  palatine,  Frederick  Auguftus 
was  authorifed,  upon  his  return  to  Poland,  during 
the  troubles  and  long  (lumber  o^  Charles  XII..  to 
replace  himfelf  upon  the  throne,  becaufe  there  did 
not  cxift  any  other  lawful  king  of  Poland. 
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It  may  perhaps  be  faid  that  Staniflaws^  notwith« 
ftanding,  enjoyed  the  title  of  king  even  to  his  death. 
I  grant  he  did ;  and  that  he  enjoyed  it  with  reafon 
after  the  i8th  of  November  1738;.  becaufe,  in  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  to  which  the 
empire,  France,  the  court  of  Drefden,  the  king  of 

■ 

Poland,  and  Ruflia  were  parties,  it  was  agreed  that 
Stanijlaws,  in  abdicating  the  crown  of  Polaftd,  fhotdd 
freferve  never tbelefs  the  title  and  the  honours ;  a9id  tbaf 
bis  ownp'operty  and  that  of  the  queen  his  wifefhould  k( 
rejlored. 

This  crown,  which  he  abdicated,  he  had  ne- 
ver worn,  though  it  had  been  voted  to  him  by 
a  majority  of  deputies,  in  the  diet  of  1733;  but 
although  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  VL  had  the 
power,  with  the  afliflance  of  Ruflia,  of  placing  the 
Eledtor  of  Saxony,  fon  of  Auguftus  II.  on  the 
throne,  yet  the  right  of  Staniflaws  was  in  appear- 
ance fufEciently  legal,  to  make  the  terms  of  his 
renunciation  honourable  to  him :  and  the  armed 
powers  in  1734  judged  it  neceflary  to  attend  to 
the  conditions. 

I  have  entered  more  at  large  into  this  part  of  the 
PoliQi  hiftory ;  becaufe  I  do  not  know  that  any 
writer  has  hitherto  thoroughly  examined  it.  I  (hall 
now  return  to  the  prefent  (late  of  Poland,  and  the 
caufc  of  its  misfortunes.  Alas  !  why  is  it  that  we 
always  find  religion  among  the  fources  fo  fatal  to 
the  tranquillity  of  empires  ? 

The 
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The  proteftant  dodtrines  which  were  fprcad  all 
over  Germany,  had  penetrated  Poland  ^  and  were 
there  oppofed  by  perfecutions.     Novelties,  which 
would  die  away,  if  treated  with  indifference,  in* 
creafe  and  multiply  under  intolerance.     This  new 
faith  had  already  made  fuch  a  progrcfs,  that  Sigif- 
mund-Auguftus,  inftead  of  perfecuting  his  proteft* 
ant  fubjcdks,  as  his  father  had  done,  took  the  wifer« 
part  of  granting  them  full  liberty  of  exerciling  their 
religion;  and  admitted  them,  as  well  as  thofc  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  other  fedlaries,  to  a  right  of 
fuffrage  in  the  diets ;  and  of  all  the  honours  and 
privileges  which  the  catholics  were  defirous  of  en- 
joying exclulively.     But  this  prince,  worthy  of  the 
name  of  Auguftus,  diffufed  his  own  fpirit  of  mode- 
ration and  impartiality  with  fuch  effeft  through  the 
whole  nation,  that  the  people  confented  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  religious  matters  (hould 
produce  any  in  civil  or  political  rights :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  one  of  the  articles  inferted  in  the 
paHa  conventa^  which  the  fncceffors  of  Sigifmund 
have  been  obliged  to  fubfcribe,   imports  that  the 
fubfcriber  Jloall  maititain  peace  among  the  dijfcniers  : 
by  this  word  difjenters  is  underftood  all  who  differ 
in  religious  opinions. 

Henry  of  Valois  having  endeavoured,  after  his 
ele<ftion,  to  avoid  fubfcribing  to  this  article,  they 
threatened  to  deprive  him  of  the  crown,  and  his 
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teal  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  make  him  run  the 
chance  of  lofing  it. 

It  was  a  great  point  in  favour  of  Redbn,  to  have  a 
kw  of  the  ftate  to  defend  it  againft  Fanaticifm:  but  that 
monfter  is  always  meditating  injuftice  and  crimes, 
even  when  they  cannot  be  executed :  and,  deceit* 
ful  in  its  weaknefsy  it  only  waits  the  moment  of  re- 
turning power,  to  exercife  them  in  all  their  fury. 
It  foon  began  in  Poland,  by  declaring  war 
with  the  Arians,  of  which  fed:  there  were  a  great 
number  in  the  kingdom.  The  proteftants,  and 
thofe  of  the  Greek  church,  had  the  imprudence  to 
take  a  decided  part  againft  the  Arians ;  by  which 
they  weakened  themfelves,  and  ftrengthened  their 
common  enemy,  who  Hiortly  after  attacked  them 
feparately,  and,  in  1733,  excluded  them  from  the 
diets. 

The  fanatics,  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  declare  guilty  of  high  treafpn 
all  thofe  diffenters  who  (hould  endeavour  to  revive 
the  ancient  decrees,  by  the  intervention  of  thofe  fo^ 
reign  powers,  who  had  guaranteed  the  treaty  of 
Olivia ;  for  they  had  not  forgot  that  the  treaty  aU 
ludedto,  confirmed  them  in  the  privileges  of  which 
they  were  now  to  be  dcfpoiled. 

Such  was  the  afcendency  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion,  in  the  year  1764,  when  the  prefent  king 
was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland  by  the  influence 
of  the  Emprefs  gf  Ruflia  i  who  could  not  have 

employed 
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employed  her  power  more  nobly  than  by  favour^ 
ing  the  eledion  of  a  prince  of  thiriy-two  years  of 
age ;  whofe  fweetnefs^  eloquence,  and  huAianity^ 
uniting  with  all  the  graces  of  his  age,  rendered 
him  worthy  of  a  happier  profped. 

The  new  monarch  was  too  wife  to  aggravate  the 
injuftice  with  which  the  diflenters  were  overwhelm* 
ed :  but  a  king  of  Poland  cannot  prevent  the  per« 
fecution  which  the  diet  prefcribe^;  fo  that  the  un** 
happy  and  opprefTed  diflenters  did  not  find  thQ 
fupport  which  they  expefted  from  the  chief  of  the 
nation :  and  as  to  the  diet,  they  could  not  hope 
that  its  members  would  expofe  themfelves  to  bo 
profcribedy  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  by  addrefling 
the  courts  of  London,  Peterfburg,  Berlin,  and  Co- 
penhagen, as  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Olivia* 

It  is  neceflary  however  to  obferve,  that  Ruffia  was 
not  one  of  the  powers  which  were  parties  in  that 
treaty :  (he  had  not  even  been  a  mediator  on  the 
occaiion :  which  gives  reafon  to  ftifped:  that  the 
emprefs  had  promoted  the  infurreftion  of  the  dif- 
fenters,  and  induced  them  to  apply  to  her  for  (uc« 
coiir,  that  (he  might  have  a  pretext  for  fending 
troops  into  Poland,  and  of  eftabliOiing  her  domi* 
nion  there. 

Some  of  thofe  writers,  who  pay  no  refpeft  to 
kings,  nor  to  truth,  which  is  ftill  more  refpeftable^ 
have  dared  to  aflert,  that  the  king  of  Poland  was 
in  league  with  the  Emprefs,  to  admit  a  foreign  ar- 
my 
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my  into  his  dominions ;  with  a  dcfign  of  making 
the  fcnators  and  palarines  yields  by  means  of  a  force 
which  he  liad  not  at  command.  Ail  which  has  en- 
fued  from  this  invafion,  pr6ves  that  the  king  was 
not  guilty  of  this  perfidy. 

In  the  diet  of  1766  the  foreign  powers,  who  had 
guaranteed  the  treaty  of  Olivia,  demanded  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  diflenters  in  all  their  privileges ; 
but  they  found  an  infurmountable  oppofition  from 
the  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the  diet ;  and  the 
feflion  became  fo  outrageous  on  this  occafion,  that 
the  king  judged  it  neceflary  to  remove  from  it.   A 
decree  was  however  pafTed  there,  which  granted  to 
the  diflenters,  but  exprefsly  out  of.  regard  to  the 
foreign  powers,  the  more  free  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligion.    It  was  of  too  much  confequence  to  Ruflia^ 
that  the  florm,  thus  raifed,  (hould  not  fpeedily  fub- 
fide,  to  allow  of  her  approving  the  decifion  of  the 
diet :  her  difapprobation  was  therefore  immediate* 
ly  manifeiled.     The  diflenters,  encouraged  by  her 
protection,   formed  various  confederacies,   which 
were  foon  ftrengthened  by  the  difcontented  catho* 
lies,  who  united  with  them.     The  prince  of  Rad- 
fivil,  who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  oppofing 
the  eleftion  of  the  king,  was  named  marflial  of  the 
confederates :  and  thus  the  man  whom  the  Emprefs 
had  once  found  more  inflexible  than  any  of  his 
colleagues,  in  oppofmg  her  deiigns,  now  headed 
the  party  which  favoured  her  intcrefl* 

The 
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The  convoking  of  the  diet  by  the  king,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the  civil  war,  wasfucceed* 
ed  by  one  of  the  greateft  ad^  of  injuilice  which  can 
be  committed  in  a  ftate, .  The  biftiop  of  Cracow 
and  the  biihop  of  Kiof  were  hurried  away  in  the 
dead  of  night,  by  a  detachment  of  the  Emprefs's 
foldiers,  and  conduced  to  Ruflia,  where  they  re* 
mained  in  captivity  for  feven  years. 

What!  could  fuch  a  violation  of  tlie  territories  of  any 
ftate  remain  unpimifhed }  Did  not  all  the  Polanders^ 
animated  with  a  jufl  indignation,  unite  to  drive  the 
Ruflians  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  republic  ? 
Renounced  they  not  their  hatred  and  dilTentions^ 
to  call  upon  the  fame  God  to  witnefs  the  affront  put 
upon  public  liberty  ;  and  to  fwear  upon  the  fame 
altar  to  flied  even  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  ra- 
ther than  fuffer  their  fellow  citizens  to  groan  un- 
der the  fetters  of  a  foreign  power  ?  But  there  ex- 
ifted  no  longer  among  thefe  republicans  any  re- 
mains of  their  ancient  heroifm  ;  any  regard  for 
their  country ;  or  any  love  of  liberty.  They  were 
no  more  a  nation  of  warriors  :  but  they  were  ca- 
tholics ;  they  were  proteftants,  either  opprdfed  or 
fupported  by  the  agents  of  defpotifm.  The  diet, 
more  alarmed  than  (hocked  at  the  treatment  expe- 
rienced by  the  two  bilhops,  granted  to  the  diflent- 
ers  whatever  they  demanded,  and  decreed  every 
thing  which  was  prefcribed  to  them  by  tl.e  court  of 
Ruflia. 

This 
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This  bafe  complaifance  did  not  put  an  end  to  the 
troubles  of  Poland :  Auftria,  France,  and  Prufiuiy 
jealous  of  the  afcendenqr  which  Ruffia  had  gained 
OTer  that  unhappy  kingdom,  united  their  endea- 
vours for  fpreading  again  the  fireof  difcord.  They, 
by  means  of  their  emiflaries,  perfuaded  the  catho^ 
lies  that  their  religion  was  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger,  while  that  of  the  diflenters  was  ready  to 
triumph  over  it :  and  thefe  deluded  people,  hur- 
ried on  by  an  abfurd  zeal,  fpread  fire  and  defola- 
tion  wherever  they  found  proteftant  churches.  Ruf- 
fia, in  the  mean  time,  by  pretending  to  withdraw 
her  troops  out  of  Poland,  caufed  the  government  to 
folicit  the  favour  of  their  remaining  there,  to  ftop 
the  deftrudtion  which  threatened  the  republic. 

An  army  of  fanatics  having  poffefled  thcmfelves 
of  the  fortrefs  of  Bar,  and  of  the  city  of  Cracow, 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years,  many  engagements 
with  the  Ruffian  fcifmatics,  whofe  religion  was  cer- 
tainly lefs  pure,  but  whofe  troops  were  better  dif- 
ciplined  ;  and  who,  by  a  fatality,  which  ought  to 
cure  mankind  of  engaging  in  religious  wars,  had 
almoft  always  the  advantage.  The  God  of  the 
chriftians  is  not  the  God  of  armies :  He  prescribes 
peace  to  men :  and  may  ill  fortune  be  the  lot  of 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  cutting  each  others  throats 
in  his  caufe. 

The  catholics  of  Poland  were  the  original  ag- 
^reiTors.    One  of  their  fundamental  laws  dire6led 
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that,  tvitixM  paying  regard  to  religious  opinions^  every 
diizeuj  duly  ^talified  to  enter  into  the  diets^Jhould  be  ad^ 
mitted  there^  and  participate  the  honours  and  dignities^ 
(f  the  republic:  and  this  law  ought  to  have  remain- 
ed inviolable.  But  the  diflenters  were  guilty  of  a 
ftill  greater  wrong,  by  calling  foreign  troops  to^ 
their  aid,  and  drawing  the  fury  of  civil  war  upon 
their  country,  becaufe  they  were  excluded  from 
tbofe  fituations  and  honours  in  which  they  had  a 
right  to  fliare. 

In  the  year  1 764,  when  the  proteftants  made 
their  lad  demand^  there  were  only  two  hundred 
churches  in  Poland:  but  they  were  every  where  per- 
mitted the  free  exercife  of  the  proteilant  religioti 
in  their  houfes ;  their  property  was  refped:ed ;  and 
they  held,  in  common  with  the  catholics,  not  oiilfi 
the  Jarqfiies,  but  all  military  appointments.  What 
more  was  neceflary  for  them,  if  they  had  confined 
their  views  to  the  fingle  objeft  of  rendering,  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  the  adoration  which  they  be- 
lieved moft  worthy  of  iiim  ?  Could  they  not  have 
m^de  the  facrifice  of  fome  vain  honours  to  the 
Power  whom  they  worftiipped  ?  If  they  bad  not 
fet  a  higher  value  on  thefe  honours  than  on  their 
religion,  they  would  have  refigned  them,  rathor 
than  (hed  tlie  blood  of  their  unjuft  brethren,  or  da' 
an  injury  to  public  liberty,  and  fubjed  their  coun- 
try to  foreign  defpotifm. 

The 
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The  French  conftitution  is  to  be  enriched  with 
the  very  fame  law  which  was  expunged  from  the 
charter  of  Poland  in  1733.    When  reafon,  which 
is  eternal,  becomes  extinft  in  one  country,  it  glows 
with  greater  brightnefs  in  another.    We  muft  not 
however  deceive  ourfelves :  we  have  flopped  the 
progrefs  of  Fanaticifm,  but  we  have  not  annihilated 
it.     In  the  fouthern  province  of  France,  where  the 
climate  is  more  favourablie  to  that  fanguinary  mon- 
fter,  it  ilill  maintains  its  exiflence :  and  its  organs^ 
though  comprcffed  by  fear,  retain  at  this  moment 
their  poifonous  breath.     May  we  not  apprehended 
that  it  will  one  day  biirft  forth  from  this  cdnibrained 
repofe,  and  (hew  itfelf  in  all  its  terrors  ?   -There  is 
perhaps  but  one  means  of  extirpating  it  -forever  i 
and   I   will  venture   to   point    it  out?    it  is   by 
ciFacing,  from  the  French  language,  the  word  ca- 
tbolics  and  protefiantSy   and   fubftituting   thofe   of 
adorers  of  the  U-ue  God;  for  furcly  ihere  can  be  no 
proteftants  (taking  the  word  in  its  literal  fenfe)  in 
a  country  where  equity  ordains,  and  reafon  obeys. 
Of  what  moment  is  it  now  to  the  French,  if  the  citi- 
zen devoted  to  his  country,  faithful  to  hfs  duties, 
and  exadt  in  his  engagements,  renders  to  the  Deity 
^  homage  different  from  theirs  ?     If  his  homage 
be  accepted,  he  will  receive  the  reward  :  if  it  be  re- 
jefted,  we  (hall  not  know  that  it  is  fo :  if  we  did 
know  it,  we  could  only  pity  him,  whofe  misfortune 
it  was  not  to  have  offered  one  more  acceptable : 

and 
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are  found  fome  individuals^  fo  affeded  by  the  \q& 
of  certain  privileges,  as  to  demand  the  affifhmce 
of  foreigners  for  reclaiming  them !  No,  let  us  ra- 
ther fly,  forever  fly  our  country,  if  we  experience 
there  intolerable  injuftice ;  but  let  us  never  call  in 
our  ambitious  neighbours  to  profit  by  our  divifions; 
and,  after  finding  their  way  into  our  country,  im- 
der  the  character  of  mediators^  to  eftablifh  them- 
felves  there  as  our  mailers* 

The  ]ofs  which  Poland  fuflained  by  the  divifion 
of  177Z  was  prodigious*  The  number  of  inhabit- 
ants, which  fell  with  the  country  they  occupied  un* 
der  the  dominion  of  the  Emperor,  amounted  in  the 
year  1776  to  two  millions,  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty thoufand  perfons.  PrufSa  acquired  about  nine 
hundred  thoufand ;  and  Ruffia  detached  fifteen 
hundred  thoufand.  Thus  the  republic  loft,  on  the 
fcore  of  population,  near  five  millions  of  inhabitants. 

The  famous  fak-mines  of  Poland  Were  an  inex- 
haudible  fource  of  riches  to  the  nation :  they  had 
been  worked  for  fix  hundred  years,  and  their  an* 
nual  produce  to  the  crown  was  eftimated  at  eigh* 
teen  millions :  and  thefe  falt-mines  are  fituated  in 
the  territory  which  now  belongs  to  the  emperor. 
But  if  the  Polilh  republic  has  been  greatly  a  lofer 
by  this  change,  the  peafant  who  has  ceafed  to  be  a 
Polander,  in  confequence  of  it,  has  made  a  great 
acquifition;  becaufe  the  Emperor  has  given  free- 
4om  to  all  thofiP  who  before  groaned  under  bond- 
age 
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HAVE  explained  what  Poland  was  under  its 
firft  kings:  I  have  Ihewn  how  its  government, 
which  was  in  the  beginning  purely  monarchical, 
was  transformed  into  an  ariftocracy  :  and  I  have 
pointed  out  the  caufes  of  thofe  troubles  with  which 
it  has  been  agitated  :  troubles  which  have  not  only 
weakened  its  forces,  but  plunged  into  ftupefaftion 
the  greater  part  of  the  people,  who  conftitutc  the  vi- 
gour of  a  nation :  and  I  have  brought  into  my  readers 
view  all  that  long  fucceflion  of  monarchs,  who  have 
been  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  from  the  tenth 
century  to  the  prefent  period. 

We  have  feen  in  this  review  the  (plendour 
of  the  crown,  fo  glorious  under  the  great  Cafi- 
mir,  become  diminilhed,  darkened,  and  at  laft 
wholly  extinft,  when  placed  upon  the  brows  of 
ftrangers,  more  defiroiis  of  wearing  it,  than  of  re- 
obtaining  thofe  lawful  rights,  of  which  it  had  been 
defpoiled. 

Before  I  touched  upon  the  prefent  fitoation  of 
Poland,  it  was  neceflary  to  (hew  under  what  pre- 
tence 
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VtTitt  the  Emprefs  of  Ru(Sa  introduced  anct  fixed 
foreign  troops  in  the  coutltiy.  It  has  coft  me  mudi 
pain  to  trace  fuch  aAs  of  defpotifhi  to  the  heroine 
of  the  north ;  and  yet  I  could  not  iupprefs  my  in« 
dignation^  in  fpeakingof  the  carrying  off  and  cap* 
tivity  of  the  two  prelates ;  whofe  title  of  nuncios^ 
of  reprefentatives  of  their  palatinates  ought  to  have 
rendered  their  perfons  facred. 

This  affront,  given  to  a  nation  which  gloried  in 
being  free,  has  touched  me  more  deeply,  and  filled 
tne  with  greater  abhorence  than  it  did  the  Poland* 
crs,  under  whofe  eyes  the  aft  was  performed*  Their 
indifference  to  fuch  an  injury  done  to  the  law  of 
nations  and  to  liberty,  makes  them  appear  unde^ 
ferving  of  freedom.  Yet,  if  the  citizen  retains  no- 
thing but  the  languor  of  the  flave ;  if  the  king  ifb 
longer  poffelfes  the  dignity  of  the  monarch ;  and  it 
the  very  foul  of  the  bondman  becomes  annihilated* 
by  fervitude,  what  could  be  expefted  of  a  people,, 
who  are  univerfally  degraded  by  the  vicioufnefs  or 
their  constitution  ? 

Intolerance  gave  the  final  blow  to  the  ruin  of. 
Poland  :  it  would  not  fuffer  proteftants  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  diet,  or  the  fenate :  and  yet  it  per- 
mitted foreign  foldiers  to  eftablilh  themfelves  in  the 
kingdom ;  to  make  law^  for  it ;  and  to  didate  the 
decrees  of  both  the  diet  and  the  .fenate !  Surely  this  ' 
was  the  moil  extreme  degree  of  blind  fanaticifm ! 
and  yet  thefe  are  the  people  whom  the  philofopher 
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of  Geneva  vrifhed  to  regenerate ;  and  for  whom  hc 
*look  the  pains  of  dra>ying  up  the  plan  of  a  confti^ 
'tution,  of  which  the  Polanders  were  not  capable  of 
underftanding  the  worths 

Before  I  analiz^  this  conftitulioily  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  examine  tfee  great  political  body,  for  which 
it  was  intended  :  a  body  deprefled  by  its  faults ; 
by  its  misfortunes;  and  by  the  union  of  thofe 
powers  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  it  fhould  no  niore 
recover  its  energy. 

Never  was*  there  any  political  plan  conduded 
with  more  myftery,  or  executed  with  greater  aflur- 
ance,  than  that  fdr  the  dividing  of  Poland  between 
Auftria,  Ruflia,  and  Priiffia.  TJxis  treaty^  which 
aftohilhed  every  power  who  had  not  been  called 
ujpori  to  be  a  party  in  it,  was  proje<9ted  in  1769, 
between  Frederick  and  the  J^mperor ;  and  figned 
at  Feterfburg  in  1 772r  Thirs  three  years  had  been 
fpcnt  in  lecret  negociations,  without  aay  of  thofe 
iltuftrious  fpies,  who  are  fo  magnificently  paid  by 
thcif  employers  for  prying  into  the  fecrets  of  the 
courts  in  which  they  refide,  beingable  to  difcover 
what  was  the  fubjeft  of  them.  Though  this  impe- 
netrable  fccrecy  maf  do  lb  much  honour  to  the  ca- 
binets of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  PcterfBurg^  it  caiv 
give  us  no  very  high  idea  of  the  refourccs  of  thofe 
employed  to  obfervc  them. 

Frederick  had,  for  a  long  time  beheld  Polilb 
Pruflia,  which  feparates  the  provinces  of  Germany 
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from  eaftcrn  Pruffia,  with  a  defiring  eye ;  for  he 
had,  in  the  preceding  war,  experienced  the  incon- 
veniency  of  their  reparation.  It  feemed  an  objeft 
of  imponance  to  that  king,  who  confidered  his  own 
grcatnefs  in  a  military  point  of  view,  to  be  able  to 
march  his  troops  from  Berlin  to  Koninlburg  with- 
out quitting  his  own  territories. 

He  had  acquired  Silefia  by  force  of  arms,  but  he 
had  been  obliged  to  fight  many  battles,  and  even 
to  run  the  chance  of  loling  his  kingdom  before  he 
could  fecure  its  pofleffion  ;  it,  therefore,  appeared 
a  very  defirable  objidt  to  conquer  a  fertile  and  well 
peopled  province,  by  the  powers  of  his  mind  aloiie^ 
without  expofing  the  life  of  one  fingle  foldier :  and^ 
with  the  view  of  doing  fo,  he  appeared  indifferent 
to  the  troubles  of  Poland,  and  gave  no  afliilance  to 
the  king,  whofe  election  he  had  promoted.  A  new 
calamity,  that  of  the  plagiie,  having  broken  ouc 
to  fecond  the  ravages  made  by  other  caufes  in  Po- 
land, Frederick  feized  that  pretence  for  marching 
troops  to  the  frontiers,  and  occupying  all  Polilh 
PrulSa. 

But  it  was  of  little  confequence  to  occupy,  un- 
lefs  hp  could  maintain  polTeilion  :  and  it  was  not 
probable  that  Ruflia  and  Auftria  would  fufifer  him 
to  increafe  his  dominions  by  the  addition  of  a  pro- 
vince to  which  he  had  no  right.  Any  attempt  to 
reconcile  the  Emprefs  of  Rufiia  to  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing,  by  propofing  that  (he  (hould,   on  her  part, 

0^2  feizc 


fcizc  Kkcwifc  vpon  a-  proviacc,  woold  have  bcci^f 
impolitic;  as  the  difcoveiy  of  this  fcheme  migfailf 
probably  hav&  proved  the  means  of  its  deiliTidtion  s 
for  the  Emprefe^  in  confequeoce  of  her  troops  hav<< 
ing  eftablifhed  themfelves  in .  Poland,  coniidered 
Eerfelf  as  fbvere^n  of  the  wliole  country  ;»  \rhcrc; 
flie  gave  lawis^  to  the  king,  diftated-  the  decrees  o£ 
the  diet,  and  exercifed  every  aft  of  fovere^nty^ 
except  levying  taxes^ 

Frederick,  too  Mcife  to  draw  bimielf  kito&ch  a: 
fcrape  with  Catharine,  add^efied  the  emperor  on. 
tlie  fubjeft :  and  eomimmicated  his  defign  to  that 
prince,  in  two-  interviews  which  be  faaxL  with  him  ;.. 
one  in  Silcfiaand  the  other  in  Auftria  t  for  when  fo- 
vereigns  dxw  deficous  that  their  proje&s  iSu)uM  not 
be  prevented,  they  forbear  emplioying  one  minifter 
to  confer  with  another  minifter ;  becaufe  even  if. 
thefe  did  not  truft  riie  fecret  to  thciir  fecretaries^ 
iftiere  would  ftill  be  two  perfions  privy  to  the  af- 
fair. 

*  The  Emperor  OTtdottbtedly  approved  of  the  pro-- 
'  pofal  made  him  by  the  king,  of  Pruffia ;  for  hev 
availed  himfelf  of  the  iwie  pretext,  and  purfued^ 
the  fame  meafures  :  and,  in  the  year  177a,  he  had,, 
by  extending  liis  lines,  fueceffively  got  pofleffiont.of 
all  that  part  of  Poland  which  was  appropriated  to 
him  in  this  divifion. 

The  emprefs  did  not  fee,  without  inquietude, 
thefc  two  fove^eig^s  advance  their  armies  into  Po-^ 

laad:^ 
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laad  :  biit  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  fufpeft  the 
agreeouent  which  had  taken  place  between  thefe 
two  rival  powers,  who  laid  down  their  arms,  to 
xcfumc  them  probably  the  ^ery  moment  that  either 
was  ftrong  enough  to  attack  the  other* 

The  Polanders  were  under  the  fame  dehifion  as 
jthe  Emprels,  refpefting  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
monarchs.  They  fuppofed  their  armies  pofted  in 
xheir  territories  to  defend  them,  and  xo  obferve  each 
others  motions  :  while  Frederick  and  the  Emperor 
.determined  to  conceal  their  defigns  from  the  Em* 
prefs,  until  fhe  (hould  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  thjp 
Port ;  when  (he  would  find  three  enemies  to  coi|!r. 
stend  with^  inftead  of  one,  if -(he  fliould'^. dtifiS^ 
aiately  bent  on  oppoling  the  partition  they  lad 
.agreed  upon :  and  this  they  knew  muft  oblige  her 
:Co  comply  fram  jxiotives  of  prudence  rather  than 
intereft. 

As  foon  as  the  con£:nt  dt  Catharine  was  thus  ol> 
;tained,  the  grand  myftery  was  difclofed  to  the  world. 
The  Emperor  began  by  notifying  his  intention  in 
a  memorial  to  the  king  and  fenate  of  Poland.  Tlic 
-courts  of  RuflTia  and  Pruflia  foon  followed  his  ex- 
ample.; and,  in  the  month  of  September  1772,  the 
Polanders  could  no  longer  .doubt  that  .the  three 
nfurpers,  who  required  of  them  to  ma.ke  a  regular 
.ceffion  of  their  country,  afted  in  concert  with  each 
•pther^ 

Q^  3  A  diet 
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A  diet  was  convoked  on  the  tpth  of  April  i773f 
in  which  tlie  majority  of  the  deputies  oppofed  for 
-feveral  days  the  difmembering  of  the  (Ute ;  knd  the 
king  (hewed  equal  firmnefs  on  the  occafion.     The 
ambafladors  of  the  three  courts  threatened  that 
Warfaw  fliould  be  pillaged  by  the  foldicry,  if  the 
terms  of  their  mafters  were  not  complied  with^  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  give  the  king  to  underfland  that 
they  would  depofe  him.    Perhaps  it  would  have 
been  more  noble  for  the  monarch  to  have  facrificed 
his  diadem  in  the  caufe  of  his  country^  and  to  have 
fallen  gloriouily  under  the  ruins  of  his  throne;  but 
this  heroic  part  would  have  coil  his  fubje(5ts  much 
bloody  and  expofed  the  kingdom  to  all  the  horrors 
experienced  by  a  pillaged  country  :   for,  when  the 
citizens  are  not  all  animated  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  of  honour,  with  the  fame  love  of  their  coun- 
try, the  generous  refolutions  of  a  prince  are  at  beft 
but  feebly  feconded  :  «id  while  each  individual  is 
alarmed  for  none  but  himfelf,  their  refiftance  is  fo 
weak  as  only  to  draw  upon  them  more  fevcrc 
conditions* 

There  was  in  the  fenate  a  majority  of  fix  voices 
for  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the  three  court :  but 
the  affcmbly  fliewed  greater  firmnefs,  for  the  fame 
refolution  was  there  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
voice.  The  diet  concluded  this  bufinefs  in  the 
month  of  May ;  and  the  commiffioncrs,  who  were 
furniflicd  with  full    powers,    ratified  the    treaty 

exadtly 
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cxaftly  as  it  had  been  diftated  by  the  three  mo- 
narchs.     t 

By  this  treaty,  Ruffia  obtained  the  moft  extenfivc 
country  :  the  lot  of  Aullria  was  moft  rkli  in  po- 
pulation :  and  that  of  Pruflia  had  the  advantage  of 
the  moft  flourifliing  commerce.  Frederick  likewife 
became  mafter  of  the  navigation  of  the  Viftula  : 
ivhich  enabled  him  to  increafe  the  trade  of  Memel 
and  Koningfberg ;  and  to  give  a  mortal  blow  to 
that  of  Poland  and  Dantzick,  by  the  enormous  du- 
rics  to  which  he  fubjedted  all  merchandifc  which 
paffed  that  city. 

It  might  poflibiy  have  been  expeftcd  that,  after 
the  three  courts  had  accompliflied  their  defjgn  of 
foundering  Poland,  they  would  have  recalled  their 
ambaiTadors ;  withdrawn  their  troops ;  abandoned 
the  kingdom  to  its  ufelcfs  regrets ;  and  left  that 
unhappy  people  to   employ  themfelves  and   the 
powers  which  remained  to  thepi,  in  regenerating 
their  conftitution :  but  wlien  princes  have  oncemade 
a  foreign  ftate  acquainted  with  the  afcencjency  they 
have  over  it,  riiey  continue  their  authority  as  long  as 
poflible;  and  arc  adverfc  to  the  revival  of  what 
they  have  ftricken,  becaufe  they  fear  that,  upon  the  • 
recovery  of  its  forces,  indignation  may  prove  a  fpur 
to  valour,  and  make  it  turo  Aipon  them,  to  do  it- 
feif  juftice :  if,  therefore,  a  ftate  fo  opprefled  be 
weakened   by   the  vices  of  us   conftitution,   the 
|ninces,  who  are  its  oppreflbrs,"  will  aggrevate  ro 

0^4  the 
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the  uunoft  of  their  power  tb«  caufc  of  its  weak^ 
ricfs. 

We  have  feen  that  almoft  all  the  misfortunes  of 
Poland  have  proceeded  from  the  manner  of  ele<fl<» 
ing  their  kings ;  from  the  too  frequent  interruption 
of  the  fucceffion  of  princes :  from  th6  unlimited 
power  granted  to  each  noble  of  breakiJ3g  up  the 
diet  by  his  fingle  vote ;  and  firom  the  excluding 
from  all  honours^  and  fron^  the  privilege  of  fetting 
in  the  diets  thofe  who  are  not  of  the  noble  clais :  an 
oxlufion  which  muft  prevent  the  general  will  from 
dirc6king  the  decrees  of  the  diet. 
'  The  articles  propofed  to  the  diet  by  the  mini^ 
fters  of  the  three  courts,  ellablifbed  all  thefe  vices 
in  the  conftitution^  and  were  prefented  under  this 
form : 

^*  The  crown  of  Poland  (hall  forever  remain^ 
•^  eleftive,  and  all  order  of  fucceffion  Ihall  be  pro^ 
^*  hibitc4.   All  perfons,  who  may  endeavour  to  in- 
^'  fringe  this  law,  Oflill  be  declared  enemies  of  the 
"  country,  and  profcribed  as  fuch, 

^^  The  defire  of  foreigners  to  afcend  the  throne 
'^  having  moft  frequently  occafioned  divifions  and 
<*  troubles,  they  Ihall  be  henceforth  excluded ;  and 
*^  it  (hall  be  an  eftablilhed  law,  that,  in  future, 
*  ^  none  but  a  perfon  of  Polilh  race,  born  a  gentle- 
*^  man,  and  poffeffed  of  landed  property  in  the 
'^kingdom,  can  be  elefted  king  of  Poland  and 
^*  grand  duke  of  Lithuania,    The  fan  or  grandfon 

of 


Of  0$  Pki/h^  9/ f>akif4.  ti% 

^^  of  a  l^ing  caanot  be  ele£t?d  immadUtely  after 
'^  the  death  of  his  father  or  grandfather :  an  iotert* 
^*  val  of  two  years  muft  elapfe  between  the  two 
^^  reigns. 

"  The  government  of  Poland  fliall  forever  rc- 
^^  main  a  free  government ;  independent ,  and  bear-* 
*'  ing  the  republican  form  :  the  true  principles  o(F 
^^  which  government  are  an  exa£t  obfervation  of 
^^  the  laws^  and  t^e  perfe^  equilibrium  of  the  three 
^^  orders ;  that  is,  of  the  king^  the  fenate^  and  the 
'^  nobles.  There  (hall  be  formed  a  permanent 
^*  council,  to  which  the  executive  power  (hall  be 
^^  confided*  Into  this  coujxcil  (hall  be  admitted 
^^  thofe  perfons  of  the  noble  order,  who  haye  hi- 
'^  therto  been  excluded  from  the  adminiftratioa 
^^  of  afiairs  during  the  intervals  of  the  diets/' 

What  an  extraordinary  occurrence !  Such  a  one 
as  will  hardly  gain  credit  with  pofterity :  that  three 
powers,  without  any  title  but  that  of  the  fword, 
(hould,  in  the  view  of  all  Europe,  quietly  difmem* 
ber  a  great  J^ingdom  of  the  provinces  which  were  - 
moft  convenient  to  each  of  them,  and  afrerwatdt 
didate  to  the  people  whom  ihey  had  circumfcribed^ 
within  narrow  limits,  (jie  fundamental  laws  under 
which  (hey  mqft  exi(l.  Yet  fuch  is  the  great  p(4i« 
tical  eye^t,  of  which  we  have  be^n^  as  I  mny  (kf^ 
jhe  witneffes. 

Although  the  diiTenters  had,  by  this  decree,  the 
appearance  of  a  triumph^  yet  tbe  catholics,  wha 

had 
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lud  been  docfle  with  refpeft  to  all  the  other  articles, 
.fhewed  fijch  oppofition  to  the  one  which  reftored  to 
their  adverCtries  their  ancient  rights,  that,  in  the 
end,  they  excluded  chem  from  the  council,  the  fe- 
nate,  and  the  diets. 

The  €Ourt  of  Ruffia,  which  had  no  longer  an  in-* 
tereft  to  promote  by  fupporting  them,  appeared 
iatisfied  that  they  were  granted  the  ufe  of  their 
churches,  though  on  condition  of  their  not  ufing 
bells  to  aiTemble  the  congregations :  that  they 
were  permitted  to  perform  their  religious  du« 
ties,  attd  have  feminaries :  and  that  they  might  fit 
in  the  inferior  courts  of  juftice.  They  were  alfo  al- 
lowed to  claim  the  admiffion  of  three  difienters,  as 
Jurors  in  the  tribunals  before  which  any  caufe  re- 
ipcfting  religion  (hould  be  brought  by  appeal. 

Such  were  the  fruits  which  the  diffenters  reaped 
from  the  troubles  excited  by  them  in  Poland.  Nor 
^ill  it  be  forgotten  that  they  enjoyed,  before  thefc 
troubles,  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion :  that 
|he  grand  objeft  of  their  defires  was  to  be  admit- 
ted to  the  diets  :  and  that  thus,  after  having  brought 
foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom :  after  having 
involved  their  country  in  all  the  horrors  of  civil 
war ;  after  having  proved  the  occafion  of  part  of 
their  fellow  citizens  being  ftibjeft^  to  the  domi- 

V 

nion  of  their  three  powerful  enemies,  they  were 
themfclves  difappointed  of  the  advantage  they  ex- 
peAed  tx^  derive  from  their  mcafures.  What  a 
Jcflbn  docs  this  afford  to  the  people,  among  whom 

arc 
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are  found  fome  individuals^  fo  affcAed  by  the  loft 
of  certain  privileges,  as  to  demand  the  affiilance 
of  foreigners  for  reclaiming  them !  No,  let  us  ra- 
ther fly,  forever  fly  our  country,  if  we  experience 
there  intolerable  injuftice ;  but  let  us  never  call  in 
our  ambitious  neighbours  to  profit  by  our  divifions; 
and,  after  finding  their  .way  into  our  country,  un- 
der the  character  of  mediators,  to  eftablifh  them* 
felves  there  as  our  mailers. 

The  lofs  which  Poland  fuflained  by  the  divifion 
of  I J  7 z  was  prodigious*  The  number  of  inhabit- 
ants, which  fell  with  the  counuy  they  occupied  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  Emperor,  amounted  in  the 
year  1776  to  two  millions,  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty thoufand  perfons,  PrufSa  acquired  about  nine 
hundred  thoufand ;  and  Ruflia  detached  fifteen 
hundred  thoufand.  Thus  the  republic  loft,  on  the 
fcore  of  population,  near  five  millions  of  inhabitants. 

The  famous  falt-mines  of  Poland  were  an  inex« 
hauftible  fource  of  riches  to  the  nation :  they  had 
been  worked  for  fix  hundred  years,  and  their  an- 
nual produce  to  the  crown  was  eflimated  at  eigh- 
teen millions :  and  thefe  falt-mines  are  fituated  in 
the  territory  which  now  belongs  to  the  emperor. 
But  if  the  Polilh  republic  has  been  greatly  a  lofer 
by  this  change,  the  peafant  who  has  ceafed  to  be  a 
Polander,  in  confequence  of  it,  has  made  a  great 
acquifition;  becaufe  the  Emperor  has  given  •  free- 
4om  to  all  thofip  who  before  groaned  under  bond- 
age 
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l^je  in  dit  bofoin  of  a  republic.  It  is  equally  uii» 
Atttunaie  tad  (Iwnefiil  for  a  ftate,  when  a  great 
fwt  of  its  inhabkaiits  fiad  themfelves  beneficed  by 
uuig  the  fub^efb  of  another  fovereigm  The  lofs 
flf  people  to  fuch  %  ftace  is  never  fio  be  repaired ; 
bocaufe  thofe  who  are  once  feparated  from  it,  re- 
membering only  the  injuftice  they  experience,  at*- 
tach  rhcmielves  to  the  intered  of  the  ufurper,  and 
would  rather  rifk  the  loTs  of  every  thing  than  return 
to  their  ancient  yoke.  This  is  one  of  the  truths 
which  fovereigns  ftould  always  keep  in  view. 

If  the  old  Folilh  fyftem  of  government  has  un» 
dergone  a  very  coofiderable  change  in  thofe  pro- 
vinces  which  fell  luider  the  dominion  of  the  Em- 
peror, it  has  been  but  little  alteii|xi  in  chofe  which 
became  the  property  of  R;uffia.  The  Jaws  of  Po» 
land  are  there  maintained  in  all  their  rigour :  the 
nobles,  the  clergy,  and  the  women  pay  no  taxes 
there :  merchants  are  fubjed  to  only  an  impdl  of 
five  per  cent ;  and  there  is  a  capitation  of  a  rouble 
per  head  levied  on  all  other  fubjefts* 

There  is  ftill  exifting  here,  biit  bending  towards 
its  ruin,  a  detachment  of  that  fociety  heretofore  fo 
celebrated  for  its  intrigues  and  its  knowledge :  which 
had  penetrated  into  all  parts  of  the  globe,  under  the 
veil  of  religion ;  and  which  was  regarded  by  Rome 
as  her  veteran  legion,  becaule  it  multiplied  her 
conqucfts  and  maintained  her  power.  This  fociety 
indulged  the  hope  of  renovation  under  ^  foreign 

fovereign^ 


(bvereign*  sfter  the  g^erd  profoipdon  it  had  fufr. 
fered  :  but  all  attempts  at  c^llabliihing  a  boufe  for 
Bovices  at  Mebilof  were  rendered  Jiiraitlciil  by  the 
oppofition  they  met  wkh.  This  feminary,  contatiw 
i&g  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  individads^  de-* 
clines  every  day^  and  now  prefents  only  old  men^ 
who  languish  under  the  regret  of  not  leayingany  Aa> 
ceflbrs  on  the  fpot  where  perfecution  flopped  out  of 
pky  to  their  weakaefs. 

But  \  will  quit  thefe  provinces,  feparated  forever 
from  Poland,  and  return  into  the  bofom  of  that  w« 
public,  to  enquire  what  are  its  refources  and  pre* 
fent  conflitution. 

I  have  fiiewn  that,  fince  the  diet  of  1775,  the 
executive  power  has  been  veiled  in  a  permandir 
council.  This  council  is  compofed  of  thirty-fiX'^ 
members:  that  is,-  of  the  king,  who  is  chief  and ' 
prefident ;  three  bifbops,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  the 
primate ;  ^  nine  lay  fenators ;  four  minifters  of  the 
republic,  which  is  one  for  each  department ;  the 
marlhal  of  the  diet ;  and  eighteen  members  of  the 
noble  order. 

All  the  members  of  this  council,  the  chief  only 
excepted,  rauft  be  elcfted  every  two  years:  and 
even  the  primate  cannot  be  rechofeti  until  two 
years  after  he  ceaied  to  be  a  member. 

The  whole  council  i^  not  renewed  at  the  fame 
time :  twelve  of  the  old  members  are  preferved  ; 
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lellors :  and  they  have  tribunals  for  trying  crimi- 
nal caufes,  from  whence  there  is  no  appeal. 

Poland  has  but  few  manufaftures,  though  flax 
and  hemp  are  produced  there  in  abundance  for  ex- 
portation. The  pafturage  is  good  for  feeding  cat- 
tle and  flieep,  which  might  afford  hides  and  wool 
more  than  fufficient  for  home  confujnption.  Her 
timber  for  fliip-building  might  be  made  a  profitable 
article  of  commerce,  and  (he  might  fupply  foreign 
navies  with  pitch  and  tar.  Her  excellent  honey 
and  wax  would  alfo  be  profitable  to  her  :  and,  by 
means  of  her  potaflies,  from  which  (he  derives 
little  profit,  gunpiwder  might  be  cafily  manufac- 
tured, and  fold  to  thofe  powers  who  turn  it  to  fo 
cruel  a  ufe.  But  what  avails  it  to  a  people,  that 
their  country  produces  for  them  all  the  raw  mate- 
rials for  manufafturing,  when  they  have  not  induftry 
to  employ  them  ?'  If  they  fell  them  to  others,  they 
muft  repurchafe  them  in  a  manufaftured  ftate  :  and 
the  price  they  muft  pay  for  the  manufafturing  will 
carry  away  all  the  money  they  ought  to  receive, 
and  which  they  might  have  doubled  by  their  la- 
bour. Thus  the  balance  of  trade  is  in  disfavour  of 
Poland. 

This  country  might  have  an  inexhauftible  fource 
of  wealth  in  the  fertility  of  her  foil.  It  was  once 
called  the  granary  cf  the  North  :  but  flavery  foon 
renders  the  moft  fruitful  vallies  barren :  and  the 
harveft  cannot  increafe  amidft  civil  wars  and  fervi- 

tude. 


(bvereign*  s^tr  the  g^ertl  proscription  it  had  fufit 
fered  :  but  all  attempts  at  c^llabliihing  a  boufe  fop 
Bovices  at  Mebilof  were  rendered  iBraitkfi  by  the 
oppofition  they  met  with.  This  feminary,  contain^ 
Vk%  about  one:  hundred  and  fifty  individaals^  de-« 
clines  every  day^  and  now  prefents  only  old  men^ 
who  languish  under  die  regret  of  not  leavingany  fire* 
ceflbrs  on  the  fpot  where  perfecution  ftoppcd  out:  of 
pky  to  their  weakaefs. 

But  \  will  quit  thefe  provinces^  feparated  forever 
from  Poland^  and  return  into  the  bofom  of  that  w« 
public,  to  enquire  what  are  its  refources  and  pre* 
fent  conftitution. 

I  have  fliewn  that,  iince  the  diet  of  1775,  the 
executive  power  has  been  veiled  in  a  permanelir 
council.  This  council  is  compofed  of  thirty-fev^ 
members:  that  is,,  of  the  king,  who  is  chief  and ' 
preddent ;  three  bifbops,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  the 
primate ;  *  nine  lay  fenators ;  four  minifters  of  the 
republic,  which  is  one  for  each  department;  the 
marlhal  of  the  diet ;  and  eighteen  members  of  the 
noble  order. 

All  the  members  of  this  council,  the  chief  only 
excepted,  rauft  be  clefted  every  two  years :  and 
even  the  primate  cannot  be  rechofen  until  two 
years  after  he  ceafed  to  be  a  member. 

The  whole  council  i%  not  renewed  at  the  fame 
time :  twelve  of  the  old  members  are  preferved  ; 
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fix  of  whom  are  of  the  fenatey  and  fix  of  the  noble 
order. 

The  fenators  and  minifters  are  always  candidates 
aic  the  eledion ;  and  die  gentlemen  who  wUh  to  be 
admitted^  prefent  themfehres  to  the  marflial  of  the 
diet.  Erery  Toter  is  provided  with  a  printed  lift 
of  all  the  candidates,  and  he  underlines  the  name 
of  him  he  b  willing  to  ele& 

This  permament  council  is  divided  into  five  de-> 
partments  :  that  of  foreign  affairs ;  that  of  police ; 
that  of  war;  that  of  juftice ;  and  that  of  finance :  and 
the  whole  council  afiembles  as  often  as  it  b  judged 
neceflary. 

The  king  has  two  fuffrages;  and  when  be  does 
HOC.  chufe  to  prefide,  the  primate^  or,  in  his  alv 
fence,  the  firfl  fenator,  propofes  the  queftions  for 
deliberation.  The  king,  though  abfent,  can  fend 
his  two  fuffrages. 

'  The  permanent  council  has  no  part  in  the  legi* 
fktion;  neither  in  the  adminiflration  of  juflice:  its 
fun^ions  are  confined  to  the  execution  of  the  laws ; 
to  the  examining  all  projeds  which  are  propofed  to 
them ;  and  to  the  appointing  one  out  of  the  three 
candidates  to  fill  any  vacant  office,  the  nomination 
to  which  does  not  belong  to  the  king. 

The  right  of  making  war  or  peace ;  ordering  the 
levy  of  troops ;  concluding  alliances;  affeffing  taxes; 
and,  in  fine,  of  performing  all  ads  of  fovereignty 
b.vefUd  in  the  general  diet. 

There 
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There  are  in  Poland  two  kinds  of  diets;  the  or^ 
dinary  and  extraordinary  diets :  the ,  firfl:  are  con-^ 
voked  every  two  years ;  the  other^  when  any  un* 
forefeen  occafion  requires  their  meeting. 

The  king  takes  the  advice  of  the  council; previ- 
ous to  his  convoking  a  diet :  he  then  convokes  them 
by  addrefling  letters  to  the  palatines  of  the  diifer- 
ent  provinces^  fix  weeks  befpre  the  alTembly  is  to 
meet. 

The  diet  is  compofed  of  the  king,  the  fenate^  and 
the  nobles^  reprefented  by  their  nuncio^  or  de- 
puties. 

The  king  prefides  in  the  diet  as  its  chief:  he 
£gns  all  the  ad:s  and  decrees  which  are  pafTed  there; 
and  they  are  all  publiflved  in  bis  name^  and  in  the 
name  of  the  republic  ;  but  he  has  not  the  right  of 
oppofing  its  refolutions :  this  was  the  reafon  of  my 
obferving,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  xhcUberttm 
veto^  enjoyed  by  each  deputy,  although  reflrained, 
conferred  upon  him  a  power  fupcrior  to  that  of  the 
king. 

The  fecond  order  of  the  diet  is  the  fenate,  which 
is  compofed  of  ccclefiaftics  and  laymen.  The  chief 
perfons  of  the  fenate  are  the  bilhops,  and  the  pri« 
mate,  who  during  an  interregnum,  is  chief  of  the 
fcnare,  and  vice  king. 

The  lay  fenator^  are  the  palatines,  the  caftellans, 
and  the  great  ofhcers  of  ftate.  The  palatines  are 
the  governors  of  the  provinces,  and  they  hold  their 

govern- 


l^oyernmcnts  for  fiftf.  THey  commaiid  the  trotfpi 
of  their  rcfpedire  pakdhates,  in  tiitte  of  war :  t\icf 
convoke  the  afiembKes^  and  pre£de  in' the  dourc9 
6f  juftice.  The  caftellalis  are  thdif  lieutenants  ; 
and  have  no  emplojrment  hot  during  a  wslr. 

The  great  officers  of  the  republit^  who  have  feats 
in  the  fenate^  are  ten  in  ntnnber :  diey  are  the  two 
grand  marflials  of  Poland  atvf  Lithuania ;  the  two 
grand  chancellors;  the  two  vice  chancellors;  xht 
two  grand  treafurers ;  and  the  two  vice  admirals. 

The  third  order  of  the  diet  is  fimned  of  the  n\m- 
cios  or  reprefentatives  of  the  nobles  3  thefe  nuncios 
art  chofen  in  what  are  called  the  diitlnes  of  each 
palatinate;  where  every  gentleman  of  eighteen 
years  of  age  may  prcfent  himfelf,  give  his  fuffrage^ 
or  be  elefted.  It  is  neceflary  to  his  admiffion^  that 
he  Ihould  be  of  noble  extradion ;  that  he  has  not 
exercifcd  any  profeffion  but  that  of  arms ;  and  that 
he  either  pofieiTes  land  in  Poland ,  or  is  defcended 
from  fome  family  that  does.  There  were  counted 
in  Poland>  before  the  divifion  made  of  it  by  Auftria,' 
Ruffia^  and  Pruiliay  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  thou-^ 
fand  of  thefe  gentlemen,  condemned  under  pain  of 
degradation,  to  lead  a  life  of  idlenefs  during  a  peace, 
and  to  facrifice  their  blood  in  a  war. 

The  fenators  and  the  nuncios  have  thdr  particu- 
lar halls.  The  mtncios  chufe  their  prefident  before 
they  proceed  to  any  other  bufinefs :  when  this  elec- 
tion is  made,  the  two  chambers  unite;  the  nuncios 
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kifs  ihe  king's  hand,  and  the  members  afterwards 
take  their  placed. 

The  king  is  feated  on  an  aleVated  throne,  at  one 
tnd  of  the  hall ;  and  at  the  oppofite  end  fit  the  ten 
officers  of  flate  in  elbow  chairs.  The  bifhops,  pa- 
latines, and  caflellans  or  lieutenants,  arc  ranged  in 
three  lines  on  either  fides  of  the  throne,  feated  alfo 
in  elbow  chairs ;  and  behind  them  are  placed  the 
nuncios  on  benches  covered  with  red  cloth.  The 
fenators  have  the  privilege  of  being  covered  :  the 
nuncios  fir  with  their  heads  uncovered. 

When  the  king  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  herifes  from 
his  feat ;  and  coming  a  few  fteps  forward,  he  calls 
to  him  the  miniflers  of  flate.  Then  the  great  of- 
ficers of  the  crown,  who  occupy  places  behind  the 
ftnate,  advance  towards  the  king ;  and  the  four 
grand  marfhals,  ftriking  the  ground  at  the  fame 
time  with  their  flaves  of  office,  the  firfl  in  rank  an- 
nounces that  the  king  is  going  to  fpeak. 

Thus  we  fee  it  was  with  reafon  M.  de  Voltaire 
iaid,  that,  in  the  eyes  of  a  flranger,  the  king  of 
Poland  feemed  to  be  the  fovereign  in  Europe  who 
bad  the  mofl  power ;  and  that,  neVerthelefs,  he  wa$ 
the  one  who  had  the  leaft. 

The  throne,  which  proudly  overlooks  the  whole 
national  aflcmbly ;  all  the  nuncio?  kiffing  the  king's 
hand  fo,  humbly  and  remaining  imcovered  before 
him;  the  great  officers  who  liflen  for  the  fignal  to  fur- 
round  him ;  the  filence  prefcribed  to  the  whole  aflcm-  • 
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biy  four  marfhals ;  and  the  announcing  that  the  king 
is  going  to  fpeak ;  do  they  not  mark  a  powerful 
monarch,  who  deigns  to  permit  his  prelates  and  his 
nobles  to  deliberate  before  him :  but  who,  in  the  mor 
ment  that  he  is  difpofed  to  manifeft  his  intentions, 
*  commands  them  to  ftifle  all  their  thoughts,  and 
liften  only  to  his  orders  ? 

This  refped,  this  veneration  for  the  chief  of  a 
ftate  has  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  truly  noble  :  and 
tinhappy  will  be  the  people  who  environ  not  with 
all  the  pomp  of  royalty,  the  prince  whom  they  have 
placed  upon  the  throne  :  the  lefs  they  exalt  him, 
the  more  they  will  be  themfelves  debafed.  It  is 
either  not  necefTary  for  a  nation  to  Have  a  king^  or 
it  is  proper  that  the  prince,  which  is  placed  at  its 
head,  (hould  be  dignified  by  fuch  an  auguft  difplay 
of  majefty,  thai  all  below  him  (hould  ftill  appear 
fufEciently  grand.  The  king  of  England,  being 
ferved  on  the  knee  in  his  palace,  ennobles  the  na- 
tion, whofe  rcprefentatives  fit  with  him,  and  limit 
his  power. 

When  the  diet  is  aflfembled,  the  permanent  coun- 
cil have  no  occupation  :  they  only  attend  in  a  par- 
ticular place  in  the  fenate,  to  anfwer  for  their  own 
conduit :  and  if  there  have  been  no  complaints 
made  againfl:  them  ;  or  fuch  only  as  were  unfound- 
ed ;  they  receive  a  public  afliarance  of  approbation. 
But  if  they  have  exceeded  their  powers,  they  incur 
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reproach ;  and  the  culpable  members  may  be  pro- 
nounced guilty  of  high  treafon  by  the  diet. 

Thus  the  executive  power  becomes  nothing  be- 
fore the  legiflative  power,  but  appears  merely  as  its 
fubjeft.  This  is  one  of  the  mod  admirable  points 
in  the  Polifh  conftitution,  and  one  with  which  the 
new  conftitution  of  France  fliould  be  enriched.  If 
at  the  meeting  of  each  of  their  legiflatures,  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  king  were  to  fit  apart  in  the  national 
aflembly ;  to  attend  the  examination  of  their  paft 
conduft ;  to  anfwer  to  all  the  complaints  brought 
againft  them ;  and  to  receive  a  public  proof  of  ap- 
probation or  cenfure ;  the  word  refponfibiliiy  would 
have  a  more  determined  meaning ;  and  the  period 
for  fuch  minifters  to  be  difmifled  from  office,  and 
make  reparation  for  their  faults,  would  become 
more  certain. 

After  the  members  of  the  diet  have  attended  to 
the  reading  of  the  faEla  conventdy  and  examined 
whether  it  has  not  been  infringed  in  any  point, 
they  eledl  the  new  members  of  the  permanent  coun- 
cil :  after  which  the  two  chambers  of  fenators  and 
nuncios  feparate,  and  fit  in  their  refpeftive  halls, 
for  difcuffing  the  affairs  which  come  before  them. 
All  matters  relative  to  the  finances  are  determined 
by  a  majority  of  votes  :  but  bufinefs  of  ftill  higher 
importance  can  only  be  decided  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  hall :  and  their  decifion  is  flopped  by 
the  oppofition  of  one  fingle  nuncio.    This  abfurd 
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privilegd,  of  flopping  a  decifion  by  one  fingle  nc- 
gative,  took  rife  in  Poland  in  the  year  1652,  under 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir :  a  nuncio  of  Lithuania 
pronounced  thefe  words  in  the  diet,  with  a  loud 
voice,  let  all  deliberation  be  Jloppedy  and  he  afterwards 
entered  his  proteft  with  the  chancellor.  The  af- 
fembly  w^s  ftruck  with  this  daring  ad :  they  hcfi- 
tated  whether  to  continue  or  fufpend  their  deliber- 
tions  :  thofe  who  were  for  fufpenfion  joined  the 
nuncio  of  Lithuania :  and  the  pride  of  the  Poland- 
crs  being  flattered  by  the  idea,  that  a  fingle  indivi- 
dual among  them  could  bear  down  the  king,  tlie  fe- 
nate,  and  the  order  of  nobles,  when  his  opinion  dif- 
fered from  theirs,  nothing  more  was  necclTary  for 
inducing  them  to  confer  on  each  nuncio,  by  a  funda- 
mental law,  the  privilege  of  a  libertm  veto.  A  re- 
gulation, propofed  by  the  mod  confummate  wif- 
dom,  would  not  have  been  fo  univcrfally  adopted, 
fo  conftantly  maintained,  as  this  wild  attribution  of 
a  right,  by  which  more  than  one  diet  have  been 
rendered  wholly  ufelefs. 

According  to  the  old  laws  of  Poland,  the  ordi* 
nary  diet  muft  not  continue  more  than  fifteen  days; 
nor  the  extraordinary  diet  more  than  fix  weeks : 
in  the  fixth  week  of  this  diet,  the  fenators  and  nun- 
cios muft  unite,  for  examining  which  of  the  laws 
propofed  have  been  approved  of  unanimoufly  ;  fucli 
as  have,  are  figned  by  the  marflial  of  the  diet,  and 
by  the  nuncios ;  the  others  are  rejected :  and  as 
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foon  as  this  is  done,  the  diet  i$,  by  the  fame  laws, 
at  an  end.  Thcfe  limits  have  however  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  diets  :  and  it  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  a  body,  in  which  the  fovereign  power 
refides,  cannot  be  diflblved  at  any  fixed  period 
againft  its  will.  As  there  is  but  one  fovereign  in 
a  date,  and  as  there  is  confequently  nothing  fupc- 
rior,  which  can  diftate  laws  to  that  fovereign,  it 
cannot  be  retrained  from  continuing  to  exerci(e 
its  power. 

The  king  of  Poland  gives  audience  to  ambaffa- 
dors  and  to  foreign  minifters  :  he  confers  with  them; 
but  he  cannot  conclude  upon  any  thing  without 
the  approbation  of  the  council.  He  owes,  to  his 
prudence  and  to  his  noble  firmnefs,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  thefe  royal  privileges  :  and,  by  an  aft  .of  the 
prefent  diet,  the  right  is  eftablilhed  to  him  of  cre- 
ating fcnators,  both  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular :  ap- 
pointing the  minifters  of  ftate ;  the  great  officers 
of  the  trown,  and  of  Lithuania;  the  dignitaries  of 
the  equeftrian  order ;  the  arch-bifliops  and  bilhops ; 
and  of  conferring  the  principal  military  employ- 
ments. 

The  republic  entertains  for  him  a  troop  of  two 
thoufand  men,  who  depend  only  upon  him.  They 
are  compofed  of  hu/ans,  or  light  cavalry,  who  arc 
almoft  all  Tartars  or  Mahomedans :  an  efcort  of 
thcfe  troops  always  accompany  him,  and  he  can  de- 
pend on  their  fidelity. 
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privilegd,  of  flopping  a  deciGon  by  one  fingle  ncr 
gative,  took  rife  in  Poland  in  the  year  1652,  under 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir :  a  nuncio  of  Lithuania 
pronounced  thefe  words  in  the  diet,  with  a  loud 
voice,  let  all  deliberation  be  Jloppedy  and  he  afterwards 
entered  his  proteft  with  the  chancellor.  The  af- 
fembly  w^s  ftruck  with  this  daring  ad :  they  hcfi- 
tated  whether  to  continue  or  fufpend  their  deliber- 
tions  :  thofe  who  were  for  fufpenfion  joined  the 
nuncio  of  Lithuania :  and  the  pride  of  the  Poland- 
ers  being  flattered  by  the  idea,  that  a  (ingle  indivi- 
dual among  them  could  bear  down  the  king,  the  fe- 
nate,  and  the  order  of  nobles,  when  his  opinion  dif- 
fered from  theirs,  nothing  more  was  necelTary  for 
inducing  them  to  confer  on  each  nuncio,  by  a  funda- 
mental law,  the  privilege  of  a  liberum  veto.  A  re- 
gulation, propofed  by  the  mod  confummate  wif- 
dom,  would  not  have  been  fo  univcrfally  adopted, 
fo  conftantly  maintained,  as  this  wild  attribution  of 
a  right,  by  which  more  than  one  diet  have  been 
rendered  wholly  ufelefs. 

According  to  the  old  laws  of  Poland,  the  ordi* 
nary  diet  muft  not  continue  more  than  fifteen  days; 
nor  the  extraordinary  diet  more  than  fix  weeks : 
in  the  fixth  week  of  this  diet,  the  fcna,tors  and  nun- 
cios muft  unite,  for  examining  which  of  the  laws 
propofed  have  been  approved  of  unanimoufly  :  fuch 
as  have,  are  figned  by  the  marflial  of  the  diet,  and 
by  the  nuncios ;  the  others  are  rejected :  and  as 
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foon  as  this  is  done,  the  diet  i$,  by  the  fame  laws, 
at  an  end.  Thcfe  limits  have  however  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  diets  :  and  it  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  a  body,  in  which  the  fovereign  power 
refides,  cannot  be  diflblved  at  any  fixed  period 
againft  its  will.  As  there  is  but  one  fovereign  in 
a  date,  and  as  there  is  confequently  nothing  fupc- 
rior,  which  can  diftate  laws  to  that  fovereign,  it 
cannot  be  retrained  from  continuing  to  exercife 
its  power. 

The  king  of  Poland  gives  audience  to  ambaffa- 
dors  and  to  foreign  minifters  :  he  confers  with  thcmj 
but  he  cannot  conclude  upon  any  thing  without 
the  approbation  of  the  council.  He  owes,  to  his 
prudence  and  to  his  noble  firmnefs,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  thefe  royal  privileges  :  and,  by  an  aft  .of  the 
prefent  diet,  the  right  is  eftablilhed  to  him  of  cre- 
ating fcnators,  both  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular:  ap- 
pointing the  minifters  of  ftate ;  the  great  officers 
of  the  trown,  and  of  Lithuania ;  the  dignitaries  of 
the  equeftrian  order ;  the  arch-bifliops  and  bilhops ; 
and  of  conferring  the  principal  military  employ- 
ments. 

The  republic  entertains  for  him  a  troop  of  two 
thoufand  men,  who  depend  only  upon  him.  They 
are  compofed  of  hu/ans,  or  light  cavalry,  who  arc 
almoft  all  Tartars  or  Mahomedans :  an  efcort  of 
thcfe  troops  always  accompany  him,  and  he  can  de- 
pend on  their  fidelity. 
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A  revenue  is  afligned  him  to  the  amount  of  near 
one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
a  year :  out  of  which  he  has  only  to  pay  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  houfehold  and  his  own  domains  :  all 
the  general  expences,  as  well  as  the  falaries  of  the 
principal  officers,  are  paid  out  of  the  public  re- 
venue* 

The  armies  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  are  inde- 
pendent  of  each  other,  and  commanded  by  their 
own  generals  :  but,  in  time  of  war,  they  unite  un- 
der the  king's  command,  who  places  himfelf  at 
their  head.  They  form  together  a  body  of  about 
•  eighteen  thouCind  men. 

So  weak  an  army  would  certainly  not  dare  to 
meet  thofe  which  might  be  oppofed  to  it,  by  the 
powers  who  encircle  Poland  :  but  it  is  foon  rein- 
forced by  the  nobility  of  the  palatinates,  whom  the 
king  can  fummons,  though  not  without  the  confent 
of  the  diet.  When  this  fummons  is  given,  every 
perfon,  poflefled  of  a  freehold  eftate  or  lordftiip,  is 
bound  to  afford  military  fervice ;  and  either  alone 
or  at  the  head  of  a  certain  number  of  armed  men, 
range  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  refpedive  diftrifts  of  the  palatin- 
ates.  This  army,  in  which  the  Polanders  place  all 
their  confidence,  is  called  Pofpolita,  and  amounts  to 
one  hundred  thoufand  men:  but  it  betrayed  its  weak- 
nefs  in  1734,  when  it  was  difperfed  by  ten  thoufand 
Ruffians.      All  is  not  done,  when  one  hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand  knights  arc  affembled  :  forage  and  every 
kind  of  provifion  muft  be  prepared  ;  they  rquft  be 
difciplined,  taught  to  manoeuvre,  and  to  keep  fteadi- 
ly  to  their  ftandard :  they  may  otherwife  be  formid- 
able in  the  firft  moment  of  zeal  and  impetuofity, 
but  the  leaft  check  will  difcourage  them ;  tlie  leall 
delay  extinguifti  their  ardour  :  they  muft  conquer 
at  once,  or  they  will  abandon  the  field  of  glory, 
and  return  to  their  homes. 

Soldiers,  kept  in  pay  like  thofe  of  Ruffiaand  Pruf- 
fia;  whoare  ennuredto  rigorous  difcipline;  accuftom- 
ed  to  obey,  and  to  fupport  the  fire  of  an  enemy  with 
fortitude :  whofe  trade  it  is  to  brave  death  them- 
felves,  and  deal  it  to  others  :  who  prefent  to  the  foe 
a  front  briftling  with  lances ;  and  who,  like  a  rock 
from  whence  the  thunderbolt  recoils,  ftop  with  im- 
pregnable firmnefs  the  (hock  of  cavalry,  who  foon 
difperfe  under  an  equally  fupported  fire  :  fuch  batr 
tallions,  contemptible  as  they  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
liberty,  will  always  have  a  great  advantage  over 
troops  little  acquainted  with  military  difcipline; 
who  prize  life  more  than  victory;  who  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  hurried  along  among  thofe  who  are 
routed,  and  never  know  how  to  rally;  and  who 
ftupidly  infenfible  to  the  voices  of'  their  officers 
calling  upon  them  in  vain  to  return,  and  urged 
by  their  increafing  terrors,  fly  more  rapidly  than 
they  are  purfued. 

R4  If  - 
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If  this  fo/polife,  which  may  be  compared  to  thofc 
volunteer  bands  which  were  formed  under  the  old 
feudal  fyftem  of  France,  and  which  were  called  the 
han  and  arrier  tan,  is  not  fufficiently  formidable  to 
be  feared  by  the  enemy,  it  is  ftill  able  to  do  much 
mifchief  at  home;  by  multiplying  thofe  confederal 
cies  which  tear  the  bofom  of  their  country,  as  con- 
tending tempefts  do  that  of  the  ocean.  After  ex- 
amining Roufleau's  obfervations  on  the  government; 
of  Poland,  we  (hall  know  what  to  think  of  thefc 
confederacies,  with  the  idea  of  which  his  rcpubl;.- 
can  mind  appears  to  have  been  pleafed. 

Th«  court  of  Rome  ftill  maintains  the  right  of 
'caufing  to  be  publifhed,  and  executed,  the  tuUes 
which  it  direfts  to  the  Polifli  clergy,  without  con-, 
fulting  the  civil  power^  This  ftrange  authority, 
fupporced  by  fuperftition,  is  undoubtedly  lefs  to  be 
feared  than  that  of  the  armed  powers,  who  have 
arrogated  the  right  of  giving  laws  to  Poland  :  but 
it  is  very  oppreflive,  in  conlequence  of  the  fums  it 
draws  from  that  unhappy  country;  whofe  coniinerce 
is  not  fufEciently  flouriihing  to  repair  the  lofs  of 
moncy,'which  the  pop^  receives  in  exchange  for  his 
iul/es^  his  difpenfations  to  marry,  and  his  permiflions 
to  ufe  that  kind  of  divorce  authorifed  in  Poland, 
and  which  is  confidered  as  one  branch  of  Polifh 
liberty. 

The  burgefles,  or  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  Po- 
land, have  loft  almoft  all  the  privileges  they  for- 

merly 
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•jcrly  poflcfled.  In  the  thirteenth  century  the  in- 
habitants of  Cracow,  and  of  many  other  cities,  were 
incorporated ;  had  municipal  officers ;  and  enjoyed 
many  immunities.  Commerce  and  the  arts  flourifh- 
cd  under  the  aufpiccs  of  thefe  privileges :  even  the 
nobles  did  not  think  thcmfelves  degraded  by  exer- 
cifing  them;  and  the  cities  fent  deputies  to  the 
diets,  and  took  part  in  the  adminiftration  qf  the  re- 
public. But  the  nobles,  who  refided  on  their  own 
domains,  grew  jealous  of  the  profperity  of  the  mer- 
chants :  and,  determined  on  their  humiliation,  they 
denied  the  deputies  of  the  cities  admiffion  to  the 
dieiines,  or  diets,  of  the  provinces ;  and  eftatlifhed 
it  as  a  rule,  that  any  Polander,  who  fhould  engage 
in  commerce,  or  fcfTlow  any  profeffion  but  that  of 
arms,  (hould  be  no  longer  permitted  to  rank  among^ 
them. 

There  is  now  fcarcely  any  privilege  remaining  to 
diftinguifh  the  burgefs  of  a  city  from  a  peafant,  ex- 
cept that  one  which  obliges  a  Polilh  noble,  if  he 
profecutes  a  citizen,  10  cite  him  to  appear  before 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city  which  he  inhabits;  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  the  dccifion  of  that  magi- 
Jlrate  but  to  the  king.  By  this  regulation,  thofe 
who  are  burgelTes  cannot  be  arbitrarily  dragged  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  the  nobles,  and  by  that  means 
afford  their  profccutor  the  hope  of  getting  them 
condemned,  though  they  have  hot  offended.  The 
cities  eleft  their  own  burgomallers  and  their  coun- 
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fellors :  and  they  have  tribunals  for  trying  crimi- 
nal caufes,  from  whence  there  is  no  appeal. 

Poland  has  but  few  manufaftures,  though  flax 
and  hemp  are  produced  there  in  abundance  for  ex- 
portation. The  pafturage  is  good  for  feeding  cat- 
tie  and  flieep,  which  might  afford  hides  and  wool 
more  than  fufficient  for  home  confujnption.  Her 
timber  for  (hip-building  might  be  made  a  profitable 
article  of  commerce,  and  (he  might  fupply  foreign 
navies  with  pitch  and  tar.  Her  excellent  honey 
and  wax  would  alfo  be  profitable  to  her :  and,  by 
means  of  her  pota(hes,  from  which  (he  derives 
little  profit,  gunpowder  might  be  eafily  manufac- 
tured, and  fold  to  thofe  powers  who  turn  it  to  fo 
cruel  a  ufe.  But  what  avails  it  to  a  people,  that 
their  country  produces  for  them  all  the  raw  mate- 
rials for  manufafturing,  when  they  have  not  induftry 
to  employ  them  ?'  If  they  fell  them  to  others,  they 
muft  repurchafe  them  in  a  manufaftured  ftate  :  and 
the  price  they  muft  pay  for  the  manufadluring  will 
carry  away  all  the  money  they  ought  to  receive, 
and  which  they  might  have  doubled  by  their  la- 
bour. Thus  the  balance  of  trade  is  in  disfavour  of 
Poland. 

This  country  might  have  an  inexhauftible  fource 
of  wealth  in  the  fertility  of  her  foil.  It  was  once 
called  the  granary  cf  the  North  :  but  flavery  foon 
renders  the  moft  fruitful  vallies  barren ;  and  the 
harveft  cannot  increafe  amid  ft  civil  wars  and  fervi- 
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tude.  The  Polifti  peafant  is  not  fufficiently  happy 
on  the  land  he  cultivates,  to  make  him  try  to  in- 
creafe  its  produce. 

The  peafants  of  Poland  are  of  three  claffes :  the 
firft  includes  thofe  of  German  origin,  who  enjoy 
ifome  privileges  denied  to  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try 2  the  fecond  are  ftyled  the  peafants  of  the  crown  ; 
they  cultivate  the  fiefs,  and  are  lefs  unfortunate, 
lefs  oppreffed  than  the  others;  becaufe  they  have  a 
right  of  appeal  from  any  fentence  pronounced 
againft  them  to  the  royal  courts.  The  third  clafs 
are  the  peafants  dependent  on  the  lords ;  and  thefc 
are,  of  all  the  three  claffes,  the  moft  miferablc* 
They  have  no  fecurity  for  their  property,  or  even 
for  their  lives ;  the  higheft  of  all  concerns.  This 
horrid  injuftice  fprung  up  in  the  ages  of  barbarifm: 
and  until  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord 
had  not  only  a  right  to  kill  a  peafant  of  his  eftatc, 
but  became  his  heir,  if  he  left  no  children.  Cafi- 
mir made  a  law,  by  which  any  lord,  convidled  of 
having  deprived  an  inhabitant  of  Poland  of  his  life, 
was  condemned  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  :  and,  in  order 
to  remove  the  temptation  for  carrying  wickednefs  to 
the  laft  degree  of  ferocity,  he  ordained  that  the  pro- 
perty of  a  villager,  who  died  without  children, 
fhould  pafs  to  his  nearelt  relation.  A  law  fo  wife  and 
moderate  could  not  be  tolerated  in  Poland  :  after 
the  death  of  the  prince,  by  whom  it  was  infl:ituted, 
its  abrogation  was  obtained  in  confequence  of  a  re- 
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quifition  of  the  lords,  and  the  maxim  fo  well 
known  in  Poland,  that  ajlave  cannot  bring  an  a5iiou 
againjl  his  lord,  recovered  all  its  force.  Thus,  at 
the  death  of  a  villager  who  left  no  children,  the 
lord  began  by  pofl'effinghimfelf  of  his  heritage;  and 
DOt  one  relation  of  the  deceafed  dared  to  difpute  it 
with  him  before  the  tribunal  of  the  nobles. 

While  the  law  in  favour  of  the  peafants  was  thus 
annihilated,  all  thofe  which  were  againft  them,  ga* 
thered  ftrength  and  authority  by  time :  and  there 
cxifts,  among  others,  one  which  pronounces  very 
feverc  penalties  on  thofe  who  fhould  quit  their  ha- 
bitations without  leave.  Nothing  can  more  plaijily 
dcnwnftrate  the  exceffive  mifery  of  thefc  poor  pea- 
iants,  than  the  fentences  pronounced,  in  confc- 
quence  of  this  ferocious  law,  upon  many  of  them, 
who  ventured ^o  expofe  themfelves  to  its  rigour,  ra- 
ther than  remain  attached  to  a  domain^  on  which 
they  reaped  nothing  but  oppreffion  and  mifery. 

It  muft  be  fuppofed  that  tyranny,  paffion,  and 
rage  had  greatly  multiplied  the  murders  commie- 
tcd  by  the  lords,  when  the  diet  in  1768  made  a  law 
which  condemned  to  death  any  Polifli  noble  wIk> 
fliould  kill  a  peafant :  but  this  law  was  rendered  al- 
mofl:  ineftectual,  by  the  proof  it  required  of  the 
deed  ;  for  it  infilled,  that  the  murder  Jhould  be  proved 
by  two  noble:  and  four  peafants.  If  there  was  not  this 
number  of  witnefles,  the  fentence  of  death  was  con- 
verted into  a  fimple  fine,  which  was  never  paid, 

becaufe 
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2)ecaiife  die  relations  of  the  viftim  dared  not  de- 
mand vengewce  from  the  law« 

There  were,  however,*  under  the  eyes  of  thefc 
cruel  lord^>  examples  of  juftice  and  humanity  which 
ought  to  have  enlightened  their  reafon,  and  con- 
vinced them  that  mercilels  mailers  aft  againft  their 
own  intereft;  fince  they  would  find  their  views 
better  anfwercd,  by  treating  their  vafTals  Mrith  equii- 
ty,  than  by  being  harih  and  oppreffive.  In  1760 
the  late  chancellor  emancipated^  in  the  palatinate  of 
Mazovia,  the  inhabitants  of  fix  villages*  Before 
their  emancipation  the  ufual  number  of  births 
among  thefe  flavcs  was  forty-three :  after  they  be- 
came free,  the  average  was  feventy-feven :  fo  much 
does  liberty  endear  life,  and  promote  the  defire  of 
tranfmitting  it.  The  revenue  of  the  lands,  culti- 
vated by  thefe  freed  peafants,  increafed  in  a  ftill 
greater  proportion,  for  dicy  were  almoft  trebled  to 
their  lord ;  to  whom  its  inhabitants  now  paid  money 
in  lieu  of  the  carvu  labour*  ♦ 

Accord- 

*  Similar  inftances  of  tn  extraordinary  increafe  in  the  produce 
of  eftates,  and  the  number  of  births  upon  them,  have  occurred  in 
our  Weft-India  iflands ;  not  from  the  emancipation  of  the  (laves, 
but  in  confequence  of  their  being  treated  with  that  care  and  ha- 
manity  which  rendered  their  condition  little  inferior  to  that  of  com* 
fbrtable  fervitnde. 

One  very  ftriking  inftance  of  this  kind  is  known  to  have  hap- 
pened fome  years  fince  in  Jamaica.    A  gentleman^  whofe  name 
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According  to  the  ufage  of  Poland^  the  lord  id 

obliged  to  furnifh  his  vafTals  with  cabins  to  dweU 
in>  implements  for  their  work^  and  feeds  to  fow  the 

I  lament  my  not  bdng  able  to  recollcfl,  as  it  deferres  to  be  record- 
ed>  came  into  pofleffion  of  an  eflate  in  bad  condition,  and  very 
fcantily  (locked  with  negroes.  This  gentleman*  porfuing  the  dic- 
tates of  a  benevolent  heart,  in  oppofitton  to  the  too  general  prac- 
tioe  of  the  iiland^  treated  the  half-ftarved»  feeUe  wretches, 
who  were,  like  the  ground  they  cultivated*  become  his  pro* 
perty,  with  the  indulgence  and  attention  of  a  kind  mailer.  The 
experiment  anfwered  his  wiflies :  his  negroes  became  healthy^ 
ilrong,  and  indnflrious ;  his  crops  were  ever  (eafon  more  abundant : 
and  fo  greatly  was  the  number  of  thefe  happy  (laves  increafed  in 
the  fpace  of  about  eighteen  years*  though  without  the  addition  of 
a  fingle  one  from  the  market,  that  their  mader  was  obliged  to 
purchafe  a  contiguous  edate  as  large  as  his  own*  which  had  been 
nearly  depopulated  by  the  barbarous  feverity  of  the  owner*  for  the 
purpofe  of  employing  the  iiipecDumeraries  who  had  been  bom  in 
hit  fervice. 

Thb  circumftance*  which  is  well  authenticated,  was  mentioned 
aiore  at  large  in  a  Letter,  which  appeared  in  the  London  newpa- 
pers  about  four  years  fince*  on  the  Slave  Trade,  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman, who  had  rciidcd  many  years  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  ar- 
guments ufcd  by  this  writer  (who  fubfcribed  himfelf  Dean  of 
Middleham)  (hewed  him  pofTeiTed  of  much  philanthropy,  much  good 
fenfe,  and  a  competent  (hare  of  local  knowledge,  to  render  him 
mader  of  the  fubje^  upon  which  he  wrote :  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  Tetter  reached  the  meridian  where  it  was  mod  likely  td 
fcrvc  the  cau(c  of  humanity,  by  convincing  the  planters  that  it 
would  conduce  as  much  to  their  intered,  as  to  the  happinefs  of  their 
(laves,  if  they  were  to  adopt  the  fydem  marked  out  for  them*  and 
fo  fuccefsfully  praQifed,  by  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  have  been 
fpeaking. 

ground. 


ground.  ^  But  thele  emancipated  hufbandmicn  find 
dwellii^  at  their  own  expcnce,  purchafc  imple- 
ments .for  their  own  ufc,  and,  fowing  the  fields  with 
the  favings  of  their  laft  year's  harveft,  blefs  and  en- 
rich their   benefactor.     This  example,    which  it 
would  have  been  fo  glorious  and  fo  beneficial  to  fol- 
low, has  been  imitated  by  very  few  of  the  Polifti  lords. 
Prince  Staniflaws,  nephew  to  che  prefent  king,  is 
one  of  thofe  few :  and,  after  having  given  freedom 
to  the  inhabitants  of  four  villages  near  Warfaw,  he 
made  every  poflible  efibrt  for  extending  the  noble 
gift  of  liberty  to  all  the  other  lordfhips :   but  a  blind 
felf-intereft  has  hitherto  refiftcd  his  noble  fyftem  of 
benevolence  and  humanity. 

After  having  taken  a  view  of  the  mifcrable  huf- 
bandmen  of  Poland,  how  is  the  minds  of  Frenchmen 
gratified  by  turning  their  regards  on  thofe  who  in- 
habit their  own  plains,  and  refle£):ing  that  they  par- 
ticipate with  them  thofe  rights,  on  which  France  is 
^  forming  the  bafis  of  immenfe  credit.  In  Poland 
we  behold  flaves  :  in  France  freemen.  Alas  !  why 
has  this  delightful  idea  been  clouded  over  by  the 
excefies  of  licendoufhefs  ?  If  the  lords  have  been 
unjuft,  is  that  a  rcafon  why  their  vafTals  fhould  be- 
come furious  ?  If  the  former  have  acquired  too 
much,  ought  the  latter  to  tear  from  them  every 
thing  dxey  poflcfs  ?    When  juflice,  even  beyond  tfieir 

hopes. 


S56  C^the  Divifim  efPoUmi, 

hopesj  was  granted  to  the  people  of  France^  why  <fid 
they,  inftead  of  receiving  the  &your  with  the  ac- 
knowledgements of  men  relieved  from  miferyj  im- 
poifon  it  by  tranfports  of  vengeance.  In  pufhing  the 
Jove  of -equality  even  to  madnefsj  they  have  caft  an 
eye  of  envy  on  thofe  towers  which  rife  above  their 
thatched  roofs ;  and  have  fought  to  reduce  them  to 
the  level  of  their  cabins.  Inftead  of  confining  them- 
fclves  to  the  defence  of  their  own  property,  they 
have  attacked  that  of  other  men :  and  they  who 
have  complained  of  being  oppreffed,  are  become 
Ac  moft  cruel  oppreffors.  It  was  with  torches  in 
their  hands  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  thofe 
titles,  which  have  been  annihilated  without  mifchief 
by  one  fingle  decree. 

As  for  us  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  have  we  (hewn 
ourfelves  more  equitable  ?  We  who  revolted  againft 
ads  of  arbitary  power,  have  we  not  committed  fbll 
greater  iniquity  ?  Inflead  of  tranquilly  enjoying  the 
iweets  of  liberty  at  home,  we  have  fou^t  to  extend  , 
it,  at  one  throw,  round  bodi  the  hemifpheres! 
Have  we  calculated  what  our  manufaAurers,  what 
our  maritime  cities  would  lofe,  if  all  at  once  our 
colonies  fhould  feparate  from  the  mother  country, 
either  by  rendering  themfelvcs  independent,  or  by 
the  too  precipitate  emancipation  ofjheir  (laves? 
Have  we  compared  the  nature  of  the  produdlions 
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of  our  iflands^  and  the  kind  of  labour  they  require, 
with  the  fruits  of  our  own  foil,  and  the  manner  of 
cultivating  them  ? 

He  who  breathes  thefe  complaints  againft  the 
violence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  a  lover  of  all  man- 
kind, whatever  may  be  their  features  or  complexion; 
and  wherever  he  fees  injuftice  or  cruelty,  his  heart 
fwells  with  indignation  :  but  he  fears  thofe  who 
know  not  how,  except  by  deftroying,  to  reform  *. 

In 

•  This  philippic  from  the  pen  of  M.  dc  la  Croix,  who  was  one 
of  the  mofl  zealoas  promoters  of  a  reform  in  the  abufes  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  "French  government,  and  the  ufarpations 
which  had  been  ma&t  on  the  FreYich  conilitution,  muft  give  the 
fttUeft  confirmation,  if  any  was  required*  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
Abbe  Raynal  and  M.  Neckar,  (not  to  mention  that  of  many 
others,  who  had  from  the  firil  difapproved,  becaufe  they  were 
aware  of  the  confequences  of  this  outrageous  project  of  reforma* 
tibn) ,  refpeding  the  horrid  excefTes  committed  by  the  partizani 
^f  that  ftrange  mixture  of  anarchy  and  tyranny  which  is  now  feen 
exifting  in  France  under  the  fpecious  name  of  democracy,  though  it 
has  no  one  feature  of  a  legitimate  form  of  government  to  entitle 
it  to  the  appellation. 

The  qneftion  on  which  the  two  parties  now  exifting  in  France, 
will  be  at  ifFue  before  poflerity  is,  whether  the  violent  meafnres 
purfued  by  the  revolutionifts  were,  or  were  not,  neceflary  for  ob* 
taining  a  reftoration  of  their  rights  ?  If  they  were  neceffary, 
the  leaders  of  the  people  of  France  are  free  from  blame  in  having 
thrown  the  whb^  kingdom  into  a  flate  of  both  civil  and  military 
liccnfe,  diforder,  and  anarchy,  as  thofe  evils  were  inevittbly 
eonneded  with  the  recovery  of  their  rights.  But  was  there, 
could  there  be,    fuch   a  aeceffity,  ^  when  <to  ufe  the  words 

Vol.  I.  S  ••  of 


25S  Of  the  Divifion  of  Poland. 

In  countries,  fuch  as  Poland,  where  fratichifc-^ 
menc  is  not  attended  with  danger,  I  would  have  li* 

berty 

**  of  M.  de  la  Croix)  jaftice  was  granted  them  beyond  their 
*'  hopes  ?*'  When  a  King  who  has  been  repeatedly  called  by 
themfelves  the  firft  friend  of  his  people ;  to*  whom  they  have  given 
the  fumame  of  Reftvrtr  of  French  Liberty,  had  come  volantarily  for- 
ward to  offer  a  free  conftitution ;  and  had  fobmitted  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  afiexnbled  repreientatlves  of  the  people>  convened 
by  him*  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  confulting  with  him  on  the 
means  of  providing  efFe^oal  redrefs  for  the  grievances  of  his  Tub- 
ja6ls«  the  rudiments  of  reforms,  which  a  candid  obferver  will  find 
to  contain,  at  Icaft,  all  the  good,  without  any  of  the  evils  whidv 
have  attended  their  rejedion  ? 

If  liberty  had  been  the  objed  of  thefe  leaders,  ytky  did  they 
fpurn  it  when  generoufly  offered  by  their  monarch  ?  Why  did  *'  the 
''  people  of  France  (to  ufe  the  words;,  of  the  late  M%  de  Mirabeau) 
•*  difvlain  to  accept  freedom  as  the  gift  of  a  King,'*  when  that 
K  ng  had  extended  his  plan  to  a  complete  renovation  of  their 
conllitution,  and  the  ellabliOiment  of  liberty  on  a  rational  and  penna« 
ment  bafis  ?  But,  no—*'  inftead  of  receiving  it  with  the  acknow- 
*'  Isdgments  of  men,  relieved  from  mifery,  they  impoiibned  it  with 
'^  tFanfports  of  vengeance."  "  It  was  with  torches  in  their  hands 
*'  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  thofe  titles  (to  exclufivc 
**  privileges,  exemptions,  &e.)  which  were  annihilated  without  mif« 
*'  chief  by  a  fmgle  decree,"  and  the  abolition  of  all  the  opprefCvt^ 
parts  of  which  had  been  already  propofed  by  the  King  in  the  i3tH 
article  of  his  declaration.  But  to  feize  upon,  *'  to  tear  every 
"  thing  away,"  was  their  determination;  and  as  the  Chevalier 
Bintinaye  obferves,  in  his  manly  and  fpirited  declaration,  '*  hav- 
«'  iog  only  evil  for  their  end,  they  faw  in  the  condefccnfion  of  gran  t- 
<«•  ing  all  which  they  demanded,;  nothing  but  an  advanugp  to  h% 
•'  fiiizcd,  and  a  >cafon  for  itdoubling  their  violence." 

The 
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berty  beftowcd  without  refcrve :  I  would  have  the 
lords  retain  tneir  vaiTals  on  their  eflates  by  kind- 

nef^ 

The  confequencea  prodaced  by  this  mad  rage  for  innovation ; 
this  projefl  of  deftroying  in  order  to  reform^  are  defcribed  with  equal 
feeling  and  truth  by  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  his  letter  to  the  National 
AiTembly,  where  he  exclaims  with  the  lively  forrow  olam  ddfrimd 
to  freedom t  who  faw  all  his  hopes>  all  his  expedations  mined  by  a 
frantic  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs,  **  What  do  I  behold  arooad  me  ? 
*'  Religious  troubles ;  civil  diflentions :  the  contention  of  fome  i ' 
*'  the  audacity  and  rage  of  others :  a  government  enilavtd  by 
^'  popular  tyranny :  the  fanftuary  of  the  laws  furrounded  by  un- 
ruly men,  who  alternately  didlate  to>  or  brave  them:  foldiera 
without  difcipline :  chiefs  without  authority :  miniders  without 
'*  means :  a  king,  the  6rfk  friend  of  his  people,  plunged  into 
*'  afHidion ;  outraged,  menaced,  deQ)oiled  of  all  authority ;  and 
"  the  public  power  exiiting  no  more  but  in  clubs,  where  ignorant 
'*  or  grofs  men  dare  to  pronounce  on  all  political  queiHons.** 

The  Hate  papers  which  are  referred  to  by  M.  de  la  Croix,when  he 
izy^jujiice  lAJos  granted  them  beyond  their  Ifpes  \  and  by  M.  de  la  Bin- 
tinaye,  when  he  fpeaks  of  more  being  granted  f hem  than  they  demanded^ 
are  the  two  declarations  read  by  the  king's  command,  and  in  his 
prefcnce,  to  the  general  aiTembly  of  the  three  orders  of  the  dates  on 
the  23d  of  June  1789. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  arranged  with  much  mfdom  and  equity ; 
and  had  for  its  obje^  the  terminating  of  thofe  diflentions  which. 
the  third  ellate  had  artfully,  faftiouily,  and  treacheroufly  raifei 
againil  the  conflitution  and  pradUce  of  the  dates  general,  for 
the'purpofe  of  iexcinguilhing  all  the  political  power  of  the  two 
higher  orders ;  that  their  confpiracy  fur  the  total  abolition  of  thefe 
€idtr$,  ivhofs  tcivers  thcyfa^M  uuith  envy  rife  ahorje  their  thatched  roofs, 
and  fought  to  nduce  to  the  level  of  their  cabins^  might  be  the  more  eafi- 
ly  carried  into  ciTeA. 

%  Z  Tho 
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nefs  tmly;  and  require  from  them  moderate  rc- 

demptioDs :  this  was  the  cafe  in  America,  where  the 

coloniH 

The  fccond  it  a  dedantion  of  the  king's  volDntary  iDtCDtioni 
ofrefbrnudoninallthediScreiitdepartmenuof  gorernment;  pro- 
cUoKd  to  the  nadon  in  fa  piAlic  a  maimer,  ai  va  make  Us  majc- 
Sf  ftand  pledged  to  the  pcrfbrraznce  of  CTcry  article. 

That  my  readen  may  be  able  to  jodge  whether  the  redrefs  of- 
fcred,  tn  dui  Iblemn  aTowal  of  the  king's  intentiou,  wai  not  Aif- 
identfj  fbU,  fofficiemly  cztenfire,  to  hare  latiiGed  alt  men,  except 
AdGt  who  kmea  a«  hvm  u  r^wrm  ha  if  Jefirojiitg,  I  Ihall  fubjcin 
ftnc  of  the  moff  important  articles,  ftithfully  tnnllated  {rom  the 
Oedaiation,  aiitSasdt  tccofdedinihe/'rci'fifirrja/of  the  23d  of 
jime  1789. 

I.  «  No  Bcwimpofi  fhall  beefiabGOied,  do  oldone  {halt be  pro- 
**  longed,  beyocd  the  lena  fixed  hf  the  laws,  mthoat  the  confent 
"  of  the  rtprefentadves  of  the  nation. 

z.  "  The  new  impoftt,  which  may  be  eftablifbed,  or  i^e  old  ones 
"  which  may  be  piolofiged,  Ihall  only  be  fo  for  the  time  which  Ihall 
"  intervene  before  the  next  Aiceting  of  the  Sutes  General. 

J."  As  loans  may  become  the  occafion  of  a  neceflaryincreafe  of 
"  tucea.  no  loan  (hall  take  place  withoni  the  confent  of  the  States 
"  General  j  with  this  provifo  howcyer,  that  always  in  cafe  of  war, 
"  or  of  any  other  national  danger,  the  fovereign  Jhall  have  « 
"  power  of  borrowing,  withoat  delay,  any  fum  not  exceeding  one 
"hundred  millions;  about  four  millioks;  for  it  is  the  exprefs 
"  intention  of  the  king,  never  to  let  the  lalvstion  of  his  empire 
"  depend  00  any  perfon. 

4.  "  The  States  General  Ihall  carefully  examine  the  Itate  of  the 
"  finances,  and  {halt  den^and  all  the  {tatements  neceflary  to  a  perfed 
"  knowledge  of  them. 

5. "  An  accoont  of  the  revenne  and  expenditure  fhall  be  publiOied 

every  year,  in  fbme  manner  propoted  by  the  States  General,  and 

approved  of  by  his  Majcltf . 

S.  "  The 
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colonift  began  by  foftening  flavcry ;  and  where  li- 
berty was  not  conlidered  as  a  right  but  a  reward. 

I  would 

6.  "  The  fums  appropriated  to  each  department  (hall  be  fixed  in- 
**  riably ;  and  the  king  fubmits  to  this  general  rule  even  the  fums 
*'  deftined  for  maintaining  his  houfehold. 

7.  "  It  is  the  King's  will,  that  in  order  to  afliirc  this  fixed  flale 
^*  of  the  divers  expences  of  the  ft  ate,  the  arrangements  proper  for 
*f  that  end,  (hall  be  ppinted  out  to  him  by  the  States  General : 
*'  and  his  Majefty  will  adopt  them,  if  they  accord  with  the  royal 
*'  dignity ;  and  the  indifpenfible  celerity  of  the  public  fervice. 

8.  "  The  reprefentatives  of  a  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws  of 
''  honour  and  probity^  will  do  no  injury  to  the  public  faith;  and 
*'  the  King  expeds  fronj  them,  that  the  confidence  of  the  creditors 
''  of  the  ftate  ihall  be  aflured  ai>d  confolidated  in  the  moft  authen- 
'*  tic  manner. 

9.  **  When  the  firm  intentions,  announced  by  the  clergy  and  no- 
^'  bility,  of  renouncing  their  pecuniary  privileges,  (hall  have  been 
*'  realized  by  their  votes,  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  give  them 
^*  his  fan^ioQ ;  and  that  there  fhall  no  longer  exift,  in  the  payment 
*'  of  pecuniary  contributions,  any  privilege  or  diftindion  what- 
*'  ever. 

10.  ''  It  is  the  king's  will,  in  order  to  con(ccrate  fo  important  an 
'*  intention,  that  the  name  of  taille  be  aboliihed  throughout  the 
''  kingdom ;  and  that  that  impoft,  whether  it  be  confolidated  with 
^'  the  twentieths,  or  with  fome  other  territorial  impofitioo,  or  that 
<*  be  replaced  by  fome  other  tax,  (hall  always  be  afiS^fifed  in  a  juft 
**  and  equal  proportion;  and  without  any  diftindUon  of  condition, 
**  rank,  or  birth. 

1 1 .  'Mt  is  the  king's  will,  that  the  duty  di freau-Jufht  abdifhed 
**  fiom  the  moment  in  which  the  eftabliflied  income  and  fixed  ex* 
'^  penditure  ihall  be  exaflly  balanced. 

S3  12.  "All 
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I  would  not  encourage,  by  premiums,  the  negro 
trade;  but  I  would  tolerate  it  until  all  the  powers 

fliould 

iz.  **  All  property,  withoot  exception,  (hall  be  conftantlyr 
«'  refpeded  ;  and  his  Majefty  includes  cxprefsly  under  that  name, 
«*  the  property  of  tembs,  hvndredthit  rents ^  rights,  SLn6  fetu'e  al  z:\d 
**  Jigttorial  duties  :  and  in  general,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives, 
"  ufeful  or  honorary,  attached  to  lands  and  iit{%i  or  pcrtzlnir.g 
^'  to  men." 

This  article  may  poillbly  be  objedled  to  by  thofe,  who,  midaking 
the  abufes  which  time  had  introduced  and  fanftioned  in  the 
French  government,  for  evils  exifting  in  the  French  conllitution ; 
fuppofe  that  the  King  could  of  himfclf  have  given  relief  to  his 
fubjedls  in  the  oppreiSons  which  they  fuffered  under  the  feudal 
fyftem;  and  that  it  was  contradidling  his  own  promifes  of  re- 
drciling  their  wrongs  to  infill  thus  flrongly  on  their  compliance 
with  every  thing  required  by  the  feudal  laws. 

The  fed  is,  that  the  King  of  France,  as  executor  of  the  law, 
was  bound  to  protedl  all  property  :  the  rights,  duties,  &c.  fpcci- 
fied  in  the  above  article,  were  as  much  the  property  of  thofc  to 
whom  they  pertained,  as  any  other  part  of  their  pofieilicns,  and 
equally  under  the  fafcguard  of  the  law :  and  the  King  carrot, 
according  to  the  conllitution  of  France,  which  he  propofed  to  re- 
novate and  purify  from  all  abufes  and  ufurpations,  forbear  to  pro- 
vide, by  every  precaution  in  his  power,  for  the  protedion  of  what 
was  indifpenfibie  legal  property,  becaufe  held  under  exifting  laws. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  of  legiflature,  which  by  thq  French  conllitution 
coniifled,  as  in  England,  of  the  King  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  to  repeal  the  laws  by  which  thefe  rights  were  he!d,  if 
they  were  become  oppreflive  to  the  people :  aYid  we  accordingly 
€nd  the  King  in  the  ninth  article,  announcing  his  determination  of 
ianftioning  the  renunciations  intended  by  the  clergy  and  nobles,  as 
Coon  ^  their  iRtentioas  ibonld  be  realized  by  the  votes  of  their 

reprefentatives  ij 
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Ihould  humanely  agree  to  change  the  prefent  me- 
thod of  forcing  from  their  country  the  natives  of 

Africa, 

reprefentatives ;  and  this  was  all  the  King  could  do  as  one  member 
of  the  legiflatlve  power.  The  rights  enjoyed  by  the  crown, 
under  the  old  feudal  efkibliQimenty  and  which  pertained  to  him, 
he  either  wholly  relinquifliet,  or  dire^s  the  legiflative  body  to 
confider  on  the  means  of  converting  them  into  fome  pectiniarjr 
contribation>  to  which  all  ranks  ihall  be  equally  fubjeA. 

13.  *'  The  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate  (hall  continue  to  enjoy  aik 
"  exemption  from  perfonal  fervice ;  but  the  States  General  would 
"  have  the  King's  approbation  in  confidering  the  means  to  convert 
^<  this  fort  of  fervice  into  pecuniary  contributions  ;  to  which  all  the 
**  orders  of  the  ftate  (hould  be  equally  fubjed. 

14.  **  The  intention  of  his  Majefly  is,  to  determine  widi  the 
^  advice  of  the  States  General,  what  (ball  be  the  employments  and 
"  commiflions  which  (hall  in  future  retain  the  privilege  of  giving^ 
*'  or  of  tranfmitting  nobility.  His  Mtfjedy  will,  neverthelefs, 
<"  according  to  the  right  inherent  in  the  crown,  grant  letters  of 
*'  nobility  to  thofe  of  his  iubjefls,  who  by  Services  rendered  to 
'<  the  king  and  to  the  ftate,  fliall  have  (hewn  themfelves  worthy 
**  of  that  reward. 

15.  <'  The  king  delirous  of  afTuring  perfonal  liberty  to  all 
**  the  citizens  in  a  folid  and  permanent  manner,  invites  the  States 
**  General  to  fearch  out  and  propofe  to  him  the  mod  convenient 
'<  means  of  reconciling  the  abolition  of  the  orders,  known  by  the 
**  name  of  Lettres  de  Cacbit,  with  the  maintainance  of  the  public 
**  fafety,  and  with  the  precaution  neceilary  either  for  prefendog,  in 
''  certain  cafes,  the  honour  of  families ;  for  repreffing,  with  ce- 
'*  lerity,  the  commencement  of  feditions ;  or  for  fecuring  the  tttxt 
<<  from  the  cfTc^fls  of  a  criminal  intelligence  held  with  foreign 
*'  powers. 

S.4  i6.  •  Tkf 
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Africa^  whom  they  have  purchafed  like  any  other 
commodity,  into  the  iimply  engaging  their  fervices 
during  a  ftipulated  period. 

We 

16. ''  The' States  General  (hall  examioe^  apd  make  known  to  his 
**  Majefty*  the  moil  convenient  means  of  conciliating  the  liberty  of 
"  of  the  prefs  with  the  refped  due  to  religion,  morality,  i^nd  the 
^'  honour  of  citizens. 

24.  ''  The  kbg  invites  the  States  General  to  confider  of  ibme 
^'  proper  means  for  managing,  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner, 
**  the  domains  in  his  hands ;  and  to  propofe  to  him  what  they  judge 
''  moft  convenient  to  do,  relative  to  the  mortgaged  domains. 

25*  **  The  States  General  fhall  confider  the  defign  conceived 
«'  long  fince  by  his  Majefly,  of  removing  the  cufiom  houies  to  the 
^<  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  that  the  moft  perfeft  liberty  may 
<'  prevail  in  the  internal  circulation  of  nauonal  und  fipfreign  mer- 
**  chandife. 

26.  *'  His  Majeily  defires  that  the  vexatious  effe^  of  the  duty 
«'  on  fait,  and  likewife  the  imporunce  of  the  revenue  arifing  from 
**  it  may  be  carefully  difcuiTed  by  the  States  General;  and  that,  ii^. 
'^  all  the  fchemes  they  may  fuggeft,  the  means  of  foftening,  at  leaft, 
*^  the  mode  of  collefling  that  tax  may  be  propofed. 

27.  ''  It  is  alfo  his  Majefty's  will,  that  they  (hall  examine  at- 
'*  tentively  the  rights  of  aids  and  other  iinppiis  t  but  without 
^*  lofing  fight  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  infuring  an  exad  equi- 
f*  librium  between  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  ftate. 

28.  "  Agreeable  to  the  wiih  manifefted  by  the  king,  in  his  de« 
*'  daration  of  the  23d  of  September  laft,  his  Majefty  will  examine, 
**  mth  ferions  attention,  the  plans  which  (hall  be  prefented  fb  him, 
**  reladve  to  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  and  the  means  of  bring- 
M  log  to  perfection  the  civil  and  criminal  laws. 

29.  *'  The  King's  will  is,  that  the  laws  which  be  promulgated 
•^  during  the  hold^g,  |md  by  the  advicCi  or  according  to  the  vote 

"Of 
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We  hire,  frorii  the  Swifs,  and  from  the  Princes 
of  Germany^  foldiers  to  cut  the  throats  of  men :  why 

not 

of  the  States  General  (hall  meet  with,  peither  in  the  enrcgifter- 

ing  of  them,  nor  in  the  execution,  any  delay,  or  any  obflacle 
*'  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  kingdom. 

30.  ^  It  is  his  Majeily's  will,  that  the  ufe  of  the  car-yU^  for  im« 
"  proving  and  keeping  up  the  roads,  be  entirely  and  forevef  abo- 
**  liihed  throughout  his  kingdom. 

31.''  The  king  defires  that  the  abolition  of  the  right  ofmortmaimt 
^f  of  which  his  Majefty  has  given  an  example  in  his  domains,  (hall  be 
^'  extended  through  all  the  kingdom ;  and  that  there  be  propo(ed 
f'  fome  means  of  providing  fuch  indemnity  as  may  be  due  to  the- 
f*  lords  in  polTeflion  of  that  right. 

32.  ''  His  Majedy  will  make  known,  without  delay,  to  the  States 
"  Qeneral,  the  regulations  he  is  deviiing,  for  retraining  the  capUm' 
"  neries  \  giving,  in  this  particular,  which  fo  nearly  aftefls  his  per- 
*•  fonal  enjoyments,  a  new  proof  of  his  afFedion  for  hi»  people.*' 

The  remainder  of  the  thirty-five  articles  which  conilitate  thi» 
declaration,  relate  to  the  eftabliihment  of  provincial  afiemblies 
and  other  local  matters  ;  and  none/of  them  are  in  the  leaft  degree 
hoftile  to  liberty.  {  qmit  them  as  uninterefling  to  an  Engliih 
reader. 

The  whole  of  this  declaration  will  be  found  in  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Procis  Verbal  of  the  ^Jational  AfTembly,  publifhed  by  their 
order,  and  under  their  infpeftion  ;  and  there  alfo  ui!l  be  feen  the 
other  declaration,  read  at  the  fame  time ;  the  obje^  of  which  was^ 
preventing,  in  future,  the  difTentions  in  the  affembly  about  the  veri- 
fication of  powers,  or  trying  of  contefled  eled^ions :  the  third 
order  infifting  that  they  (hoold  be  tried  before  the  general  allemUy 
of  the  three  orders :  the  two  other  orders  contending  that  each  or- 
der  ihould  refpe^yely  try  the  elections  of  the  members  who  were 
to  reprefent  its  own  body ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  England,  where  the 
contefts  between  th^  candidates  for  reprefenting  the  Scotch  peers 

come 
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In  countries,  fuch  as  Poland,  where  franchife-^ 
ment  is  not  attended  with  danger,  I  would  have  \u 

berty 

**  of  M.  de  la  Croix)  jaftice  was  granted  them  beyond  their 
*'  hopes  ?*'  When  a  King  who  has  been  repeatedly  called  by 
themfelves  the  firft  friend  of  his  people ;  to' whom  they  have  given 
the  fumame  of  Refionr  of  French  Liberty^  had  come  volantarily  for- 
ward to  offer  a  free  conflitution ;  and  had  fobmitted  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  afiexnbled  repreientatives  of  the  people^  convened 
by  him>  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  confulting  with  him  on  tht 
means  of  providing  cfFe^ual  redrefs  for  the  grievances  of  his  fub- 
jadlt*  the  rudiments  of  reforms,  which  a  candid  obferver  will  find 
to  contain*  at  Icaft,  all  the  good,  without  any  of  the  evils  whick 
have  attended  their  rejeflion  ? 

If  liberty  had  been  the  objed  of  thefe  leaders,  \K4xy  did  they 
fpurn  it  when  generoufly  offered  by  their  monarch  ?  Why  did  '*  the 
''  people  of  France  (to  ufe  the  words;,  of  the  late  M%  de  Mirabeau) 
•«  difvlain  to  accept  freedom  as  the  gift  of  a  King,'*  when  that 
K-ng  had  extended  his  plan  to  a  complete  renovation  of  their 
conftitution,  and  the  ellabliOmient  of  liberty  on  a  rational  and  penna« 
ment  bafis  ?  But,  no— '*^  inftead  of  receiving  it  with  the  acknow- 
^^  ledgments  of  men,  relieved  from  mifery,  they  impoiibned  it  with 
*\  tpanfports  of  vengeance."  **  It  was  with  torches  in  their  hands 
*'  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  thofe  titles  (to  exclufivc 
*'  privileges,  exemptions,  &e.)  which  were  annihilated  without  mif. 
*«  chief  by  a  Angle  decree,"  and  the  abolition  of  all  the  oppreflWe 
parts  of  which  had  been  already  propofed  by  the  King  in  the  i3tH 
article  of  his  declaration.  But  to  feize  upon,  *'  to  tear  every 
*'  thing  away,"  was  their  determination;  and  as  the  Chevalier 
Bintinaye  obferves,  in  his  manly  and  fpirited  declaration,  '*  hav- 
•«  ing  only  evil  for  their  end,  they  faw  in  the  condefccnfion  of  grant- 
^^  ing  all  which  they  demanded,'-  nothing  but  an  advantage  to  b« 
"  fii:zcd>  and  a  >eafon  for  itdoubling  their  violence." 

The 
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*  ■  *  ■ 

berty  bcftowcd  without  refcrve :  I  would  have  the 
lords  retain  tneir  vaflals  on  their  eflates  by  kind- 

nef^ 

The  confequences  prodaced  by  this  mad  rage  for  innovation ; 
thb  projefl  of  deftroying  in  order  to  reform^  are  defcribed  with  equal 
feeling  and  truth  by  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  his  letter  to  the  National 
AiTembly,  where  he  exclaims  with  the  lively  forrow  oiau  oUfrimd 
to  freedom^  who  faw  all  his  hopes*  all  his  expedations  rained  by  a 
frantic  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs,  **  What  do  I  behold  arooad  me  ? 
**  Religious  troubles ;  civil  diflentions :  the  contention  of  fome  i ' 
*'  the  audacity  and  rage  of  others :  a  government  enflavtd  by 
^'  popular  tyranny :  the  fanftuary  of  the  laws  furrounded  by  un- 
ruly men,  who  alternately  didlate  to,  or  brave  them:  foldiera 
without  difcipline :  chiefs  without  authority :  miniders  without 
**  means :  a  king,  the  £rft  friend  of  his  people,  plunged  into 
^'  afHidlion ;  outraged,  menaced;  defpoiled  of  all  authority ;  and 
the  public  power  exifting  no  more  but  in  clubs,  where  ignorant 
or  grofs  men  dare  to  pronounce  on  all  political  queiHons.** 
The  Hate  papers  which  are  referred  to  by  M.  de  la  Croix.when  he 
izy^juftice  was  granted  them  beyond  their  hopes ;  and  by  M.  de  la  Bin- 
tinaye,  when  he  fpeaks  of  more  beiitg  granted  tbem  than  they  demanded^ 
are  the  two  declarations  read  by  the  icing's  command,  and  in  his 
prefcnce,  to  the  general  aiTembly  of  the  three  orders  of  the  dates  on 
the  23d  of  June  1789. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  arranged  with  much  wifdom  and  equity ; 
and  had  for  its  objed  the  terminating  of  thofe  diflentions  which. 
the  third  ellate  had  artfully,  fadiouily,  and  treacheroufly  rufei 
againll  the  conflitution  and  pradice  of  the  dates  general,  for 
the'purpofe  of  exunguiOung  all  the  political  power  of  the  two 
higher  orders ;  that  their  confpiracy  fur  the  total  abolition  of  thefe 
Elders,  ivhofs  tcivers  tky/azv  'with  eKi:y  rife  ah  we  their  thatched  roofs  ^ 
and  fought  to  ndace  to  the  level  of  their  cabins^  might  be  the  more  eafi- 
ly  carried  into  ciFedl. 

S  Z  Tho 
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nefs  only;  and  require  from  them  moderate  re- 
demptions :  this  was  the  cafe  in  America^  where  the 

colonift 

,  The  fecond  is  a  dcdaradon  of  the  king's  vdantary  intentions 
of  reformation  in  all  the  diferent  departments  of  government ;  pro- 
claimed to  the  nation  in  fo  pt^lic  a  manner^  as  to  make  his  majc' 
ij  ftand  pledged  to  the  performance  of  every  article. 

That  my  readers  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  redrefs  of- 
fered, in  this  (blemn  avowal  of  the  king's  intentions,  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  fall,  foffidently  extenfive,  to  have  (atisfied  all  men,  except 
thofe  who  kww  not  how  to  reform  kat  by  deftroying,  I  ihall  fubjcia 
ibme  of  the  mof^  important  articles,  faithfully  tranflated  from  the 
Declaration,  as  it  ftands  recorded  in  ihcProces  Ferbal  of  the  23d  of 
June  1789. 

I .  ''  No  new  impofl  (hall  be  eftabl^ed,  no  old  one  (hall  be  pK>- 
**  longed,  beyond  the  term  fixed  by  the  laws,  without  the  confent 
^'  of  the  reprefentativei  of  the  nation. 

a.  **  The  new  iropofts,  which  may  be  eftablilhed,  or  the  old  ones 
'*  which  may  be  prolonged,  ihall  only  be  fo  for  the  time  which  fhall 
"  intervene  before  the  next  «ieeting  of  the  States  General. 

3.  *<  As  loans  may  become  the  occafion  of  a  neceflary  increafe  of 
''  taxes,  no  loan  (hall  take  place  without  the  confent  of  the  States 
**  General ;  with  this  provifo  however,  that  always  in  cafe  of  war, 
'^  or  of  any  other  national  danger,  the  fovereign  fhall  have  a 
*'  power  of  borrowing,  without  delay,  any  fum  not  exceeding  one 
"  hundred  millions ;  about  four  millions ;  for  it  is  the  exprefs 
"  intention  of  the  king,  never  to  let  the  falvadon  of  his  empire 
'*  depend  on  any  perfon. 

4. ''  The  States  General  (hall  carefully  examine  the  date  of  the 
**  finances,  and  (hall  demand  all  the  ftatements  nece(rary  to  a  pcrfed 
♦•  knowledge  of  them. 

5. "  An  account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  (hallbe  publKhed 
«<  every  year,  in  fome  manner  propo(ed  by  the  States  General,  and 
**  approved  of  by  his  Majefty. 

J.  *'Thc 
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colonift  began  by  foftening  flavery ;  and  where  li- 
berty was  not  conlidered  as  a  right  but  a  reward. 

I  would 

6.  "  The  funis  appropriated  to  each  department  (haQ  be  fixed  in* 
^*  riably ;  and  the  king  fubmits  to  this  general  rule  even  the  funis 
*'  defUned  for  maintaining  his  houfehold. 

7.  "  It  is  the  King's  will,  that  in  order  to  afTurc  this  fixed  ftatc 
*'  of  the  divers  expences  of  the  ftatc,  the  arrangements  proper  for 

that  end,  (hall  be  ppinted  out  to  him  by  the  States  General : 
and  his  Majefty  will  adopt  them,  if  they  accord  with  the  royal 
dignity ;  and  the  iodifpenfible  celerity  of  the  public  fervice. 

8.  **  The  reprefentatives  of  a  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws  cf 
"  honour  and  probity,  will  do  no  injury  to  the  public  faith;  and 
**  the  King  expeds  from  them^  that  the  confidence  of  the  creditors 
"  of  the  fEate  fhall  be  aflured  ai>d  confolidated  in  the  moH  aothen- 
*'  tic  manner. 

9.  **  When  the  firm  intentions^  announced  by  the  clergy  and  no- 
^'  bility,  of  renouncing  their  pecuniary  privileges,  {hall  have  been 
'^  realized  by  their  votes,  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  give  them 
^'  his  fan^ioQ ;  and  that  there  fhall  no  longer  exifl:,  in  the  payment 
*'  of  pecuniary  contributions,  any  privilege  or  diftindion  what* 
'*  ever. 

10.  ''  It  is  the  king's  will,  in  order  to  confecrate  fo  important  an 
"  intention,  that  the  name  of  taille  be  abolilhed  throughout  the 
"  kingdom ;  and  that  that  impoll,  whether  it  be  confolidated  with 
**  the  twentieths,  or  with  fome  other  territorial  impofition,  or  that 
^*  be  replaced  by  fome  other  tax,  (hall  always  be  afleiTed  in  a  joS 
**  and  equal  proportion;  and  without  any  diftin^Uon  of  condition* 
*'  rank,  or  birth. 

1 1 .  <Mt  is  the  king's  will,  that  the  duty  of  frame-fief  ht  abbliihed 
**  fiom  the  moment  in  which  the  eflablKhed  income  and  fixed  ex- 
*'  penditure  fiiall  be  exadly  balanced. 

S3  la.  "  All 
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I  would  not  encourage,  by  premiums,  the  negro 
trade ;  but  I  would  tolerate  it  until  all  the  powers 

fhould 

iz.  *'  All  property,  without  exception,  fliall  be  conftantly 
*'  refpeAed  ;  and  his  Majefty  includes  exprefsly  under  that  name, 
«'  the  property  of  tenths ^  hundredths y  rents ,  r/gbts,  zn6  feuc'e  ai  zwd 
^'Jtgnorial  duties  :  and  in  general,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives, 
"  ufeful  or  honorary^  attached  to  lands  and  fiefs,  or  pertainirg 
^«  to  men." 

This  article  may  pofilbly  be  objedled  to  by  thofe,  who,  roiflaking 
the  abufes  which  time  had  introduced  and  fan£lioned  in  the 
French  government,  for  evils  exifting  in  the  French  conftitution ; 
fuppofe  that  the  King  could  of  himfelf  have  given  relief  to  his 
fubjefts  in  the  oppreffions  which  they  faffered  under  the  feudal 
fyftem;  and  that  it  was  contradidling  his  own  promifes  of  re« 
drcffing  their  wrongs  to  infift  thus  flrongly  on  their  con:pliance 
with  every  thing  required  by  the  feudal  laws. 

The  faft  is,  that  the  King  of  France,  as  executor  of  the  law, 
was  bound  to  proteft  all  property  :  the  rights,  duties,  &c.  fpcci- 
fied  in  the  above  article,  were  as  much  the  property  of  thofc  to 
whom  they  pertained,  as  any  other  part  of  their  pofTe fliers,  and 
equally  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  law :  and  the  King  carrot, 
according  to  the  conflitution  of  France,  which  he  propcfcd  to  re- 
novate and  purify  from  all  abufes  and  ufurpations,  forbear  to  pro- 
vide, by  every  precaution  in  his  power,  for  the  protcdion  of  what 
was  indifpenfible  legal  property,  becaufe  held  under  exifting  laws. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  of  legiflature,  which  by  the  French  conRitution 
confided,  as  in  England,  of  the  King  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  to  repeal  the  laws  by  which  thefe  rights  were  he!d,  if 
they  were  become  oppreffive  to  the  people :  alid  we  accordingly 
find  the  King  in  the  ninth  article,  announcing  his  determination  of 
ianftioning  the  renunciations  intended  by  the  clergy  and  nobles,  as 
feon  i|i  their  intentioas  fboold  be  realised  by  the  votes  of  their 

reprefentatives ; 
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Ihould  humanely  agree  to  change  the  prefent  me- 
thod of  forcing  from  their  country  the  natives  of 

Africa, 

reprefentatlves ;  and  this  was  all  the  King  could  do  as  one  member 
of  the  legiflative  power.  The  rights  enjoyed  by  the  crown, 
under  the  old  feudal  eftabli(hment,  and  which  pertained  to  him, 
he  either  wholly  relinquifhes,  or  dire^s  the  legiflative  body  to 
confider  on  the  means  of  converting  them  into  fome  pecaniarjr 
contribution,  to  which  all  ranks  (hall  be  equally  fubjedt. 

13. ''  The  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate  (hall  continue  to  enjoy  ah 
exemption  from  perfonal  fervice  ;  but  the  States  General  would 
have  the  King's  approbation  in  confidering  the  means  to  convert 
^<  this  fort  of  fervice  into  pecuniary  contributions;  Co  which  all  the 
**  orders  of  the  ftate  iho«ld  be  equally  fubjed. 

1 4.  **  The  intention  of  his  M^efly  is,  to  determine  with  thfe 
**  advice  of  the  States  General,  what  fhall  be  the  employments  and 
"  commiflions  which  Audi  in  future  retain  the  privilege  of  giving 
"'  or  of  tranCmitting  nobiKty.  His  Majelly  will,  neverthelefs, 
**  according  to  the  right  inherent  in  the  crown,  grant  letters  of 
•«  nobility  to  thofe  of  his  Aibjeds,  who  by  fervices  rendered  to 
'*  the  king  and  to  the  ftaie,  fiiall  have  (hewn  themfelves  worthy 
**  of  that  reward. 

15.  <<  The  king  defirous  of  afTuring  perfonal  liberty  to  all 
**  the  citizens  in  a  folid  and  permanent  manner,  invites  the  States 
**  General  to  fearch  out  and  propofe  to  him  the  mod  conyenient 
''  means  of  reconciling  the  abolition  of  the  orders,  known  by  the 
**  name  oiLettres  de  Cachet ^  with  the  maintainance  of  the  public 
<*  fafety,  and  with  the  precaution  neceflary  either  for  preferving,  in 
*'  certain  cafes,  the  honour  of  families;  for  repreffing,  with  ce- 
'<  lerity,  the  commencement  of  feditions ;  or  for  fecuring  the  ftate 
<'  from  the  efTcfls  of  a  criminal  intelligence  held  with  foreign 
f*  powers. 

S.4  16. '  Tk« 
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Africa,  whom  they  have  purchafed  like  any  other 
commodity,  into  the  finiply  engaging  their  fervices 
during  a  ftipulated  period. 

We 

16. ''  The' States  General  (hall  examioe,  and  make  known  to  his 
**  Majefty,  the  mod  convenient  means  of  conciliating  the  liberty  of 
**  of  the  prefs  with  the  refpe^  due  to  religion^  morality,  ^nd  the 
^'  honour  of  citizens. 

14.  '*  The  king  invites  the  States  General  to  confider  of  fomc 
**  proper  means  for  managing,  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner, 
*'  the  domains  in  his  hands ;  and  to  propofe  to  him  what  they  judge 
'^  moft  convenient  to  do,  relative  to  the  mortgaged  4omiuns. 

25.  **  The  States  General  (hall  con(ider  the  defign  conceived 
''  long  fince  by  his  Majefty,  of  removing  the  cu^m  houfes  to  the 
**  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  that  the  moft  perfeft  liberty  may 
<'  prevail  in  the  internal  circuUtion  of  Aa(ional  und  fpreign  mer- 
"  chandife. 

26.  **  His  Majefly  defires  that  the  vexatious  effefls  of  the  duty 
«'  on  fait,  and  likewife  the  importance  of  the  revenue  ari(ing  from 
**  it  may  be  carefully  difcn(red  by  the  States  General;  and  that,  in 
'*  all  the  fchemes  they  may  fugged,  the  means  of  foftening,  at  lead, 
**  the  mode  of  colleding  that  tax  may  be  propofed. 

27.  **  It  is  alfo  his  Majefty's  will,  that  they  (hall  examine  at- 
**  tentively  the  rights  of  aids  and  other  iinppds ;  but  without 
«'  lofing  fight  of  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  infuring  an  exad  equi- 
f*  libriom  between  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  (late. 

28.  "  Agreeable  to  the  wiih  manifeded  by  the  king,  in  his  de- 
*'  daration  of  the  23d  of  September  lad,  his  Majedy  will  examine, 
**  with  ferious  attention,  the  plans  which  (hall  be  prefented  ib  him, 
**  relative  to  the  adminidration  of  judice,  and  the  means  of  bring- 
M  ing  to  perfedUon  the  civil  and  criminal  laws. 

29.  *'  The  King's  will  is,  that  the  laws  which  be  promulgated 
•«  during  the  hold^ig,  |uid  by  the  advic^i  or  according  to  the  vote 

••  of 


Of  the  Divijim  of  Poland^  265 

We  hire,  from  the  Swifs,  and  from  the  Princes 
of  Germany,  foldiers  to  cut  the  throats  of  men  2  why 

not 

*'  of  the  States  General  (hall  meet  with,  ^either  in  the  enrcgifter- 
"  ing  of  them,  nor  in  the  execution,  any  delay,  or  any  obflaclc 
'*  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  kingdom. 

30.  ^  It  is  hb  Majelly's  will,  that  the  ufe  of  the  eorvie,  for  im« 
**  proving  and  keeping  up  the  roads,  be  entirely  and  forevef  abo- 
"  lifhed  throughout  his  kingdom. 

31.''  The  king  deiires  that  the  abolition  of  the  right  o^ mortmain, 
^f  of  which  his  Majefty  has  given  an  example  in  his  domains,  (hall  be 
^'  extended  through  all  the  kingdom ;  and  that  there  be  propoied 
''  fome  means  of  providing  fuch  indemnity  as  may  be  due  to  the 
f*  lords  in  poHeffion  of  that  right. 

32.  ''  His  Majedy  wDl  make  known,  without  delay,  to  the  States 
''  Qeneral,  the  regulations  he  is  devifing,  for  reflraining  the  cafiiai- 
**  furies  ^  giving,  in  this  particular,  which  fo  nearly  afieAs  his  per* 
•*  fonal  enjoyments,  a  new  proof  of  his  aiFcftion  for  hi»  people." 

The  remainder  of  the  thirty-five  articles  which  conftitute  thit 
declaration,  relate  to  the  ellabliihment  of  provincial  a^emblies 
and  other  local  matters  ;  and  none/of  them  are  in  the  leail  degree 
hoftile  to  liberty.  |  qmit  them  as  uninterefting  to  an  Engliih 
reader. 

The  whole  of  this  4^c!aration  will  be  found  in  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Proces  Ferial  of  the  fjational  AfTembly,  publiflied  by  their 
order,  and  under  their  infpedion ;  and  there  alfo  \^iil  be  feen  the 
other  declaration,  read  at  the  fame  time ;  the  obje^  of  which  was, 
preventing,  in  future,  the  diffentions  in  the  affembly  about  the  veri- 
fication of  powers,  or  trying  of  contefted  elections :  the  third 
order  infiiting  that  they  (hould  be  tried  before  the  general  aflembly 
of  the  three  orders :  the  two  other  orders  contending  that  each  or- 
der ihould  refpe^yely  try  the  elections  of  the  members  who  were 
to  reprefent  its  own  body ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  England,  where  the 
contefts  between  xhp  candidates  for  reprefcnting  the  Scotch  peers 

come 
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not  hire  labourers  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  under  a 
promifc  of  returning  them  free  into  their  country 
after  a  fervitude  of  ten  years,  ynlefs  they  (hould 
prefer  continuing  under  the  eyes  of  their  late  ma- 
ilers ?  The  fame  power,  which  could  fell  them 
for  ever,  could  bind  them  to  us  for  a  limited  term. 
Thefe  labourers,  returning  home  to  their  families, 
would  bear  to  them  thofe  ornaments  with  which 
they  are  fo  fond  of  adorning  themfelves :  they  would 
convince  their  countrymen,  that  the  white  people 
are  not  anthropophages :  and  that  if  they  employed 
the  blacks,  they  paid  them  for  their  fervices.  Up- 
on feeing  the  favings  made  by  thefe  emigrants, 
thoufands  of  negroes  would  burn  to  enrich  them- 
felves in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  be  enrolled  in 
the  fame  fervice. 

Whenever  a  European  (hip  appeared,  multi- 
tudes of  Africans  would  croud  to  the  fliore,  and 
embark  with  their  free  will:  and  the  matters  of 
thefe  veffels  would  no  longer  find  it  neceflary  to 
(iiackle  them  with  irons  during  a  long  voyage,  for 
fear  of  having  the  men  facrificed  to  their  fury.  We 
(hould  then  fee  no  more,  great  God !  how  (hall  I 

come  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  thofe  for  reprefenting  the 
commons  are  tried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark>  that  thefe  two  declaradons  have  never, 
as  I  believe,  appeared  in  Englifli ;  though  more  than  one  of  our  pe- 
riodical publications  have  favoured  us  with  every  thing  elfe  which 
Came  that  day  before  the  AfTembly;  not  excepting  the  King's 
ipeechcs,  which  referred  fo  particularly  to  thefe  Ytry  important 
iatt  papers. 
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fpeakit?  we  (hall  fee  no  more  an  improvident  cap- 
tain, after  having  made  of  his  Ihip  a  horrible  pri- 
fon,  a  fink  of  filthinefs,  if  furprized  at  once  by  a 
calm,  calculating  that  he  has  not  fufficient  provi- 
lion  to  condud  his  freight  to  the  port  for  which  his 
tyranny  intended  them;  and,  refolved  on  what  is 
called  the  facrifice y  caufing  that  part  of  them,  which 
he  cannot  feed,  to  be  precipitated  into  the  ocean. 

In  confequence  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  negroes, 
the  colonies  would  have  no  infurreftions  to  fear; 
becaufe  the  rebellicj^is  negroes  would  be  fent  home, 
and  exchanged  for  others  more  docile:  and  the 
dread  of  being  borne  back  to  their  own  fhores, 
deftitute  of  every  thing,  would' attach  them  to  la- 
bour. The  nation,  from  which  foreign  labourers 
experienced  the  beft  treatment,  would  be  preferred: 
its  flag  would  be  expefted  with  impatience:  and  a 
happy  alliance  would  be  formed  between  the  four 
quarters  of  the  univerfe,  inftead  of  the  mod  (hock-^ 
ing  traffic. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  wi(h  of  enlightened  human- 
ity :  it  is  reconcilable  with  the  profperity  of  our  co- 
lonies; the  intereft  of  our  maratime  towns;  and 
would  efFeftually  alleviate  flavery  •  and  yet  the 
man,  who  has  ventured  to  publifli  this  wi(h,  has 
drawn  reproach  upon  himfelf :  fo  true  it  is,  that 
intoUerance  is  found  in  all  fefts,  in  all  parties; 
even  in  that  which  proffeffes  to  have  the  greateft 
Jpve  for  mankind. 

CHAP. 
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Of  Poland;  of  the  Jews;  akd  of  the  Po* 
LisH  Constitution;  by  John  James  Rous* 

SEAU. 

» 

i^INCE  the  lad  partition  of  Poland,  by  which  the 
kingdom  was  deprived  of  near  five  millions  of  inr 
habitants,  irs  population  is  eflimated  at  nine  miU 
lionsj  among  which  there  are  fix  hundred  thoufand 
Jews^  from  whom  arifes  a  confiderable  branch  of 
the  revenue,  as  they  and  their  children  are  fubjeft 
to  a  capitation  or  poll-tax. 

This  people,  fo  long  defpifed,  but  who  have  al- 
ways found  means  to  make  reprifals  on  the  nations 
which  admitted  them  for  the  contempt  they  receiv- 
ed, enjoy  in  Poland  many  privileges  which  are  re- 
fufed  to  them  in  Germany.  Lengnich,  who  has 
written  feveral  much-efteemed  trafts  concerning 
Poland,  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Jews,  '^  The  Jews 
**  monopolize  every  branch  of  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom.  They  keep  the  inns  ;  they  are  maiftres 
d*  hotel  to  the  grandees ;  and  they  have  acquired 
fuch  credit,  that  nothing  is  bought  or  fold  but 
*•  through  the  means  of  a  Jew.*' 

Sobieiki 
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Sobiefki  placed  fuch  confidence  in  them,  tligit  the 
nobles  caufed,  after  his  death,  a  law  to  be  inferred 
in  thtpaSla  conventa,  by  which  they  interdifted  Au* 
guftus,  bis  fucceiTor^  the  right  of  farming  out  the 
revenues  of  the  crown  to  a  Jew. 

Though  thefe  people  have  no  right  to  cftablifh 
themfelves  but  at  Cafimir  and  Pofnania,  and  that 
they  are  only  permitted  to  refidc  in  the  other  cities 
during  the  fairs  and  dietines,  yet  they  and  their 
children  know  fo  well  how  to  manage  on  the  occa- 
fion,  that  they  fojourn  wherever  their  intereft  calls 
them ;  and  without*  paying  a  capitation  propor- 
tioned to  their  number* 

They  pofiefs  over  the  Polanders  that  afcendance 
which  gold  and  induftry  acquire  with  people  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  means  of  enriching  themfelves; 
and  who  are  not  willing  to  labour,  which  is  the 
true  fource  of  wealth. 

The  Jew  is  not  a  hufbandman,  but  he  poffeflcs 
a  productive  eftate  in  the  occafions  of  others.  After 
lending  to  the  farmer,  to  the  land-owner,  he  be- 
gins by  colle(Sfcing  the  fruits  of  the  ground ;  and  he 
frequently  finifhes  by  fwallowing  up  the  ground 
itfelf.  The  privileges  which  France  has  granted  to 
them,  will  perhaps  exalt  their  thoughts  and  purify 
their  induftry. 

One  great  fource  of  the  riches  of  the  Jews  lies 
in  their  frugallity  and  oeconomy.  Hitherto  they  have 
confidered  money  as  the  only  property  which  was 

valuable 
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valuable  to  them^  and  they  have  endeavoured  t6 
improve  that  property  to  the  utmoft  of  tlieir  power* 
Now  that  they  are  permitted  to  convert  their  gold 
into  houfes  and  lands^  and  have  acquired  a 
civil  exiftence,  we  mud  hope  that  they  will  fhew 
themfeWes  worthy  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon 
them:  that  they  will  be  no  longer  to  a  ftate 
like  thofe  deformed  excrefcences,  which  fuck  up 
the  nouriftiing  juices  of  the  tree,  and  accelerate 
the  decay  of  the  body  which  fuftains  them. 

The  almoft  eternal  exiftence  of  the  Jewi,  and 
their  difperfion  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth,  has 
been  regarded  by  many  as  a  prodigy  :  but  it  would 
much  more  aftonifti  me,  if  they  were  annihilated  or 
even  confined  to  one  point  of  the  univerfe;  The 
Jews  are  by  their  laws  obliged  to  marry  :  even  the 
rabbi  is  not  exempt  from  this  obligation,  in  which 
the  fweet  and  the  bitter  are  mingled  :  they  cannot 
contra£t  matrimonial  alliances  with  perforls  of  any 
feft  but  their  own :  and  wherever  they  have  been 
eftabliflied,  intolerence  and  wickednefs  have  perfe-' 
cuted  them.  They  have  therefore  been  obliged  io 
fly  from  country  to  country,  and  to  difperfe  them-* 
felves  all  over  the  earth  :  and  they  have,  on  their 
part>  an  equal  contempt  for  all  other  religions^ 
Thus,  wherever  they  have  hoped  to  meet  with  to- 
leration and  gain,  their  intereft  has  conduced 
theiti^ 

As 
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As  barrennefs  is  with  them  a  caufe  of  divorce, 
this  unhappy  family  of  human  nature  has  always 
increafed  more  on  that  account :  and,  in  fhort, 
every  thing  has  favoured  its  multiplying,  and  no- 
thing has  oppofed  it. 

All  other  nations  have  been  when  conquered,  diC- 
folved,  if  I  niay  fo  exprefs  it,  into  the  mafs  of  their 
conquerors.  They  have  taken  their  names ;  they 
have  adopted  their  manners ;'  and  have  feemed  to 
difappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Jews, 
on  the  contrary,  preferring  torments,  infamy,  flight, 
to  the  (hame  of  uniting  with  their  perfecuters,  have 
always  fupported  themfelves  in  their  original  ftate 
by  their  conftancy  and  their  wealth. 

It  refults  from  thefe  truths^  that,  fo  far  from  be- 
ing loft  and  annihilated  in  any  ftate  where  they  arc 
admitted,  the  Jews  muft  increafe  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion than  other  nations.  The  perpetuity  and 
difperfion  of  the  Jews  are  therefore  not  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  miraculous,  but  as  the  natural  effeds  of 
liporal  and  political  laws. 

Since  toleration  alone  was  fufEcient  to  raife  the 
number  of  Jews  in  Poland  to  a  ninth  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  kingdom,  it  is  probable  that  their 
number  might  have  equalled  the  number  of  th© 
Polanders  in  the  fpace  of  three  centuries,  if  thi^y. 
had  been  permitted  to  farm  ail  the  revenues  of  tha 
crown  ;  and  if  no  tax  had  been  fixed  on  their  child-c 
ren.     This  tax  is  unjuft  and  even  immoral :  ifor  a 

new- 
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-bom  TB&ax  is  fo  br  firom  being  a  produ&iTc 
propcrtf,  diat  it  muft  be  for  a  long  time  burden- 
Ibme  to  tbofe  who  rear  it :  and  (urelj  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffiuT,  when  an  afylnm  is  afforded  to  a  wandering 
or  fugidre  people,  to  violate,  with  refped  to  them, 
the  laws  of  jufitice ;  and  to  poifbn  a  Other's  joy^  by 
an  adcuQoiiai  nnpoiu 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  ftibjed,  becaufe  of 
its  being  connc&ed  with  the  conftitntion  of  Poland ; 
and  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  more  thoroughly  invefti* 
gated  before  it  makes  a  part  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion  of  France. 

The  alterations  hitherto  adopted  by  the  diet  have 
not,  by  any  means,  correfted  all  the  abufes  in  the 
Poliih  conftitntion.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cities 
have  not  obtained  the  juftice  they  demanded  :  the 
fituation  of  the  peafants  remains  the  (ame  :  but  the 
abfolute  veto  has  been  reftrained  to  feme  conftitu- 
tional  points  of  the  ftate ;  and  is  weakened  with  re- 
Ipeft  to  the  adrainiftration.  The  following  regula- 
tion has  been  made  with  refpeft  to  it,  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  conftitution,  which  has  been  adopted, 
and  is  become  a  law  of  the  (late. 

*^  The  will  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
legiilative  power,,  (hall  be  hereafter  manifefted, 
by  the  uniformity  or  the  majority  of  inftruftions. 
Unanimity  Jhall  be  required  for  all  the  cardinal  laws: 
**  three  fourths  for  plitical  laws  \  and  two  thirds  for 
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^'  impqfis;  and  a  fimple  majority  for.  civil  and  cri- 
**  minal  laws/* 

This  fcale  of  fuffVages  agrees  with  the  plan 
of  reform  pointed  out  by  Rouflcau.  Perhaps 
the  diet  niay  in  time  fiicceflively  adopt  the  other 
ideas  of  that  philofophical  legiflator :  they  may  per- 
ceive, as  a  modern  writer  has  obferved,  **  that  there 
**  exifts  in  the  conftitution  of  Poland  no  counter- 
*'  poife :  that  the  diet  is  an  abfolute  fovereign,  the 
'*  adivity  of  which  no  power  can  either  balance  or 
**  temper :  that  it  is  at  once  legiflator,  elector,  ad- 
*'  miniftrator,  and  executive  power  by  the  commif- 
**  (ions  emanating  from  it;  and  in  fine  the  ju- 
*'  diciary  body, 

**  That  in  excluding  the  burgefles  of  the  royal 
"  cities,  and  the  free  peafants,  not  only  from  the 
^'  right  of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets,  but  from 
**  that  of  concurring  in  the  eleftional  aflcmblies, 
**  natural  jufticie  is  wounded ;  and  prudence  and 
**  public  intereft  offended  at  once." 

I  have  fhewn  what  Poland  is  at  prefciit ;  let  us  fee 
what  Ihe  may  one  day  become,  by  fuppofing  her 
willing  to  adopt  the  new  form  of  government  traced 
out  for  her  by  Roufleau,  at  the  requcft  of  Count 
Wielhorfki:  for  this  republic  has  not  yet  been  forced 
to  bend  under  the  yoke  of  the  three  powers  who 
have  fo  dearly  fold  to  her  the  femblance  of  li* 
berty. 

Vol.  L  T  TKc 
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quifition  of  the  lords,  and  rhc  maxim  fo  well 
known  in  Poland,  that  aflave  cannot  bring  an  aSion 
againjl  his  lordy  recovered  all  its  force.  Thus,  at 
the  death  of  a  villager  who  left  no  children,  the 
lord  began  by  poffeffinghimfelf  of  his  heritage;  and 
not  one  relation  of  the  deceafcd  dared  to  difpute  it 
with  him  before  the  tribunal  of  the  nobles. 

While  the  law  in  favour  of  the  pcafants  was  thus 
annihilated,  all  thofe  which  were  againft  rbem,  ga> 
thered  ftrength  and  authority  by  time :  and  there 
exifts,  among  others,  one  which  pronounces  very 
fevere  penalties  on  thofe  who  fhould  quit  their  ha- 
bitations without  leave.  Nothing  can  more  plaiaily 
demonilrate  the  exccffive  mifery  of  thefe  poor  pca- 
iants,  than  the  fentences  pronounced,  in  confc- 
quence  of  this  ferocious  law,  upon  many  of  them, 
who  ventured  w  expofe  themfelves  to  its  rigouF,  ra- 
ther than  remain  attached  to  a  domain^^  on  which 
they  reaped  nothing  but  oppreflion  and  mifery. 

It  muft  be  fuppofed  that  tyranny,  pafGon,  anc} 
rage  had  greatly  multiplied  the  murders  commit- 
ted by  the  lords,  when  the  diet  in  1768  made  a  law 
which  condemned  to  death  any  Polifli  noble  who 
fiiould  kill  a  peafant :  but  this  law  was  rendered  al- 
moft  ineffectual,  by  the  proof  it  required  of  the 
deed  :  for  it  infifted,  thai  the  murder  Jhould  be  proved 
by  two  noble:  and  four  peafants.  If  there  was  not  this 
number  of  witneffes,  the  fentence  of  death  was  con- 
verted into  a  fimple  fine,  which  was  never  paid^ 

becaufe 


becauie  the  relations  of  the  vidtim  dared  not  de- 
mand vengeance  from  the  law« 

There  were,  however,*  under  the  eyes  of  thefe 
cruel  lordf,  examples  of  juftice  and  humanity  which 
ought  to  have  enlightened  their  reafon,  and  con- 
vinced them  that  mercilefs  readers  a<5t  againft  their 
own  intereft;  fince  they  would  find  their  views 
better  anfwered,  by  treating  their  vaffals  with  equii- 
ty,  than  by  being  harlh  and  oppreffive.  In  1760 
the  late  chancellor  emancipated,  in  the  palatinate  of 
Mazovia,  the  inhabitants  of  fix  villages*  Before 
their  emancipation  the  ufual  number  of  births 
among  thefe  flaves  was  forty-three:  after  they  be- 
came free,  the  average  was  feventy-feven :  fo  much 
does  liberty  endear  life,  and  promote  the  defire  of 
tranfmitting  it.  The  revenue  of  the  lands,  culti- 
vated by  thefe  freed  peafants,  increafed  in  a  dill 
greater  proportion,  for  they  were  almoft  trebled  to 
their  lord  j  to  whom  its  inhabitants  now  paid  money 
in  lieu  of  the  corvu  labour  * 

Accord- 

*  Similar  inftances  of  in  extraordinary  increafe  in  the  produce 
of  ellates,  and  the  number  of  births  upon  them,  have  occurred  in 
our  Wed-India  iflands ;  not  from  the  emancipation  of  the  flaves. 
but  in  confequence  of  their  being  treated  with  that  care  and  hu- 
manity which  rendered  their  condition  little  inferior  to  that  of  con* 
fbrtable  fervitude. 

One  very  ftriking  inftance  of  this  kind  is  known  to  have  hap- 
pened fome  years  fince  in  Jamaica.  A  gentleman^  whofe  name 
¥0L.  I.  1  It- 
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According  to  the  ufage  of  Poland,  the  ferd  id 

obliged  to  furnilh  his  ya0als  with  cabins  to  dweU 
in>  implements  for  their  work,  and  feeds  to  fow  the 

I  Itment  mjr  not  Mng  able  to  recoiled^  is  it  deferres  to  be  record- 
td,  oune  into  pofleffion  of  an  eflate  in  bad  condition,  and  very 
faultily  docked  with  negroes.  This  gentleman,  parfuing  the  dic- 
tates of  a  benevolent  heart,  in  oppofidon  to  the  too  general  prac- 
die  of  the  iiland,  treated  the  half-ftarved*  feeble  wretches, 
who  were,  like  the  ground  they  cultivated,  become  his  pro- 
perty, with  the  indulgence  and  attention  of  a  kind  mafter.  The 
experiment  anfwered  Us  wiihes:  his  negroes  became  healthy, 
ilrong,  and  indnftrious ;  his  crops  were  ever  ieafon  more  abundant : 
and  fo  greatly  was  the  number  of  thefe  happy  (laves  increafed  in 
the  fpace  of  about  eighteen  years,  dioogh  without  the  addition  of 
%  fingle  one  from  the  market,  that  their  mailer  was  obliged  to 
purchafe  a  contiguous  eftate  as  large  as  his  own,  which  had  been 
aearly  depopulated  by  the  barbarous  feverity  of  the  owner,  for  the 
pnrpoie  of  employing  the  iapeainmeraries  who  had  been  bom  in 
his  fervice. 

This  circumftanee,  which  is  well  authenticated,  was  mentioned 
more  at  large  in  a  Letter,  which  appeared  in  the  London  newpa- 
pers  about  four  years  fince,  on  the  Slave  Trade,  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman, who  had  rcfidcd  many  years  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  ar- 
guments ufed  by  this  writer  (who  fubfcribcd  himfelf  Dean  of 
Middleham)  (hewed  him  pofTefled  of  much  philanthropy,  much  good 
fenfe,  and  a  comt)etent  (hare  of  local  knowledge,  to  render  him 
mailer  of  the  fubjed  upon  which  he  wrote :  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  letter  reached  the  meridian  where  it  was  mod  likely  to 
fcrvc  the  caufc  of  humanity,  by  convincing  the  planters  that  it 
would  conduce  as  much  to  their  intereft,  as  to  the  happincfs  of  their 
(laves,  if  they  were  to  adopt  the  fyftem  marked  out  for  them,  and 
fo  fuccefsfully  praQifed.  by  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  have  been 
fpeaking. 

ground. 
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ground.  -  But  thefe  emancipated  huA>andrnen  find 
dwellings  at  their  own  expcncc,  purchafe  imple- 
ments .for  their  own  ufe,  and,  fowing  the  fields  with 
the  favings  of  their  laft  year's  harveft,  blefs  and  en- 
rich their    bcnefador.      This  example^    which  it 
would  have  been  fo  glorious  and  fo  beneficial  to  fol- 
low, has  been  imitated  by  very  few  of  the  Polifh  lords. 
Prince  Staniflaws,  nephew  to  che  prefent  king,  is 
one  of  thofe  few :  and,  after  having  given  freedom 
to  the  inhabitants  of  four  villages  near  Warfaw,  he 
made  every  poffible  efibrt  for  extending  the  noble 
gift  of  liberty  to  all  the  other  lordfhips :   but  a  blind 
felf-intereft  has  hitherto  refifted  his  noble  fyftem  of 
benevolence  and  humanity. 

After  having  taken  a  view  of  the  miferable  huf- 
bandmen  of  Poland,  how  is  the  minds  of  Frenchmen 
gratified  by  turning  their  regards  on  thofe  who  in- 
habit their  own  plains,  and  refiefting  that  they  par- 
ticipate with  them  thofe  rights,  on  which  France  is 
forming  the  bafis  of  immenfe  credit.  In  Poland 
we  behold  flaves  :  in  France  freemen.  Alas !  why 
has  this  delightful  idea  been  clouded  over  by  the 
exceiTes  of  licendouihefs  ?  If  the  lords  have  been 
unjuft,  is  that  a  reafon  why  their  va0als  Ihould  be- 
come furious  ?  If  the  former  have  acquired  too 
much,  ought  the  latter  to  tear  from  them  every 
thing  diey  poflcfs  ?    When  juflice,  even  beyond  rfieir 

hopes. 
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liopesj  was  granted  to  the  peojde  of  France^  why  ^ 
ibtty^  inftead  of  receiving  the  fevour  with  the  ac« 
knowledgements  of  men  relieved  from  miieryj  im- 
poifon  it  by  tranfports  of  vengeance.  In  pufhing  the 
love  of -equality  even  to  madnefij  they  have  caft  an 
eye  of  envy  on  thofe  towers  which  rife  above  their 
thatched  roo& ;  and  have  fought  to  reduce  them  to 
the  level  of  their  cabins.  Inftead  of  confining  them- 
ielves  to  the  defence  of  their  own  property,  they 
have  attacked  that  of  other  men:  and  they  who 
have  complained  of  being  oppreflfcd,  are  become 
the  moft  cruel  opprelibrs.  It  was  with  torches  in 
their  hands  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  diofe 
tides>  which  have  been  annihilaced  without  mifchief 
by  one  fingle  decree. 

As  for  us  inhabitants  of  die  cities*  have  we  fhewo 
ourfelves  more  equitable  ?  We  who  revolted  againft 
ads  of  arbitary  power,  have  we  not  committed  ftill 
greater  iniquity  ?  Inftead  of  tranquilly  enjoying  the 
iweets  of  liberty  at  home,  we  have  fought  to  extend  ^ 
it,  at  one  throw,  round  bodi  the  hemifpheres! 
Have  we  calculated  what  our  manufafturers,  what 
our  maritime  cities  would  loie,  if  all  at  once  our 
colonies  fhould  feparate  from  the  mother  country, 
either  by  rendering  themfelves  independent,  or  by 
the  too  precipitate  emancipation  of^their  (laves? 
Have  we  compared  the  nature  of  the  produftiona 

of 
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of  our  iflands^  and  the  kind  of  labour  they  require, 
with  the  fruits  of  our  own  foil,  and  the  manner  of 
cultivating  them  ? 

He  who  breathes  thefe  complaints  againft  the 
violence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  a  lover  of  all  man- 
kind, whatever  may  be  their  features  or  complexion; 
and  wherever  he  fees  injuftice  or  cruelty,  his  heart 
fwcUs  with  indignation  :  but  he  fears  thofe  who 
know  not  how,  except  by  deftroying,  to  reform  *. 

In 

•  This  philippic  from  the  pen  of  M.  dc  la  Croix,  who  was  one 
of  the  mod  zealoas  promoters  of  a  reform  in  the  abufes  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  l^rench  government,  and  the  ufurpations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  Frttach  conflitution,  mad  give  the 
fulleft  confirmation,  if  any  was  required,  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
Abbe  Raynal  and  M.  Neckar,  (not  to  mention  that  of  many 
others,  who  had  from  the  firll  difapproved,  becaufe  they  were 
aware  of  the  confequences  of  this  outrageous  projefl  of  reforma* 
tion),  refpedling  the  horrid  excefles  committed  by  the  partizant 
4>f  that  ftrange  mixture  of  anarchy  and  tyranny  which  is  now  feen 
exilling  in  France  under  the  fpecious  name  of  democracy,  though  ic 
has  no  one  feature  of  a  legitimate  form  of  government  to  entitle 
it  to  the  appellation. 

The  queftion  on  which  the  two  parties  now  exifling  in  France, 
will  be  at  ifFue  before  pofterity  is,  whether  the  violent  meafarei 
purfued  by  the  revolutioiufb  were,  or  were  not,  neceffary  for  ob* 
taining  a  reftoration  of  their  rights  ?  If  they  were  neceifiuy, 
the  leaders  of  the  people  of  France  are  free  from  blame  in  having 
thrown  the  who^  kingdom  into  a  Aate  of  both  civil  and  military 
licenfe,  diforder,  and  anarchy,  as  thofe  evils  were  inevitably 
conne^d  with  the  recovery  of  their  rights.  But  was  there, 
could  there  be,    fuck  a  neceffity,  ^  when  (to  vfo  the  words 

Vol.  I.  S  ••  of 
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In  countries,  fuch  as  Poland,  where  franchi{(;-^ 
ment  is  not  attended  with  danger,  I  would  have  \u 

berty 

"  of  M.  de  la  Croix)  ja(tice  was  granted  them  beyond  their 
<*  hopes  ?"  When  a  King  who  has  been  repeatedly  called  by 
themfeltres  tht  firft  friend  of  his  people ;  to' whom  they  have  given 
the  famame  of  Rejhrtr  of  Fremb  Liherfj,  had  come  volnntarily  fbr^* 
ward  to  offer  a  free  conftitutkm ;  and  had  fobmitted  to  the  confix 
deration  of  the  aflembled  repreientatives  of  the  people*  convened 
by  him,  for  the  exprefs  porpofe  of  confulting  with  him  on  the 
means  of  providing  effedloal  redrefs  for  the  grievances  of  his  fub- 
jods,  the  rudiments  of  reforms,  which  a  candid  obferver  will  find 
to  contain,  at  leaft,  ail  the  good>  without  any  of  the  evils  whick 
have  attended  their  rejedion  ? 

If  liberty  had  been  the  objed  of  thefe  leaders,  why  did  they 
fpurn  it  when  generoufly  offered  by  their  monarch  ?  Why  did  **  the 
people  of  France  (to  ufe  the  words;,  of  the  late  M«  de  Mirabeau) 
difJain  to  accept  freedom  as  the  gift  of  a  King,"  when  that 
K-ng  had  extended  his  plan  to  a  complete  renovation  of  their 
conilitution,  and  the  eltabliOmient  of  liberty  on  a  rational  and  perma* 
ncnt  bafis  ?  But,  no — **^  inftead  of  receiving  it  with  the  acknow- 
ledgments of  men,  relieved  from  mifery,  they  impoifbned  it  with 
tpanfports  of  vengeance."  '^  It  was  with  torches  in  their  hands 
*'  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  thofe  titles  (to  exdufive 
*'  privileges,  exemptions,  &e.)  which  were  annihilated  without  mif* 
*'  chief  by  a  fmgle  decree,"  and  the  abolition  of  all  the  oppreffive 
pyarts  of  which  had  been  already  propofed  by  die  King  in  the  lyii 
article  of  his  declaration.  But  to  feize  upon,  **  to  tear  tvcty 
'^  thing  away,"  was  their  determination;  and  as  the  Chevalier 
Bintinaye  obferves,  in  his  manly  and  fpirited  declaration,  '*  hav- 
«*  ing  only  evil  for  their  end,  they  faw  in  the  condefccnfion  of  gran  t- 
''  ing  all  which  they  demanded,'-  nothing  but  an  advantage  to  be 
"  feized,  and  a  Kafon  for  redoubling  their  violence." 

The 
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berty  beftowed  without  refcrvc :  I  would  have  the 
lords  retain  tneir  vaflals  on  their  eftates  by  kind* 

nef^ 

The  confequences  produced  by  this  mad  rage  for  innovation ; 
this  proje6l  of  deftroying  in  order  to  reform^  are  defcribed  with  equal 
feeling  and  truth  by  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  Ids  letter  to  the  National 
Aflfembly,  where  he  exclaims  with  the  lively  forrow  of  ox  tUfri$kd 
to  freedom,  who  faw  all  his  hopes>  all  his  expe^tions  rained  by  a 
frantic  fpirit  of  licentioufhefs,  **  What  do  I  behold  arooad  me  ? 
"  Religious  troubles ;  civil  diflentions :  the  contention  of  fome  ; 
**  the  audacity  and  rage  of  others :  a  government  enflavtd  by 
**  popular  tyranny :  the  fandtnary  of  the  laws  furroanded  by  aA- 
'*  ruly  men,  who  alternately  didlate  to,  or  brave  them:  foldiers 
'<  without  difcipline :  chiefs  without  authority :  minillert  withoaC 
**  means :  a  king,  the  firfl  friend  of  his  people,  plunged  into 
*'  afHi^ion ;  outraged,  menaced;  defpoiled  of  all  authority ;  and 
'*  the  public  power  exilHng  no  more  but  in  clubs,  where  ignorant 
*'  or  grofs  men  dare  to  pronounce  on  all  political  queiHons." 

The  Hate  papers  which  are  referred  to  by  M.  de  la  Croix,when  he 
{zys  jufticeivas  granted  them  beyond  their  lfpes\  and  by  M.  de  la  Bin* 
tinaye,  when  he  fpeaks  of  more  heing  granted  them  than  they  demanded, 
are  the  two  declarations  read  by  the  king's  command,  and  in  his 
prefcace,  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  three  orders  of  the  ftates  on 
the  23d  of  June  1789. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  was  arranged  with  much  wifdom  and  equity ; 
and  had  for  its  object  the  terminating  of  thofe  diflentions  which 
the  third  eUate  had  artfully,  fa£tiou(ly,  and  treacheroafly  raifel 
againd  the  conflitution  and  pradice  of  the  ftates  general,  for 
the'purpofe  of  excingui(hing  all  the  political  power  of  the  two 
higher  orders ;  that  their  confpiracy  for  the  total  abolition  of  thefe 
Aiders,  ivho/e  tcivers  tky/azv  ivith  enyy  rife  aho^je  their  thatched  roofs , 
and  fought  to  reduce  to  the  level  of  their  cahinj,  might  be  the  more  eafi- 
ly  carried  into  clFc6t. 
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ncfs  only;  and  require  from  them  moderate  rc^- 
demptions :  tbi&  was  the  cafe  in  America^  where  the 

colonifl: 

.  The  fccond  is  a  dedanidoii  of  the  king's  voluntary  intentions 
of  reformation  in  all  the  different  departments  of  government ;  pro- 
claimed to  the  nadon  in  fo  piAlic  a  mannerf  as  t6  make  his  maje- 
ftj  ftand  pledged  to  the  performance  of  every  article. 

That  my  readers  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  redrefs  of- 
fered^ in  this  (blemn  avowal  of  the  king's  intentions,  was  not  fiif- 
fidendy  fall,  fofficiently  extenfive,  to  have  fati^fied  all  men,  except 
thofe  who  buw  not  how  to  reform  hut  hy  deftroying,  I  (hall  fubjcia 
feme  ii  the  mof)^  impprunt  articles,  faithfully  tranflated  from  the 
Declaration,  as  it  fbnds  recorded  in  AcPrcces  Verhal  of  the  23d  of 
June  1789. 

I.  ''  No  new  impoft  (hall  be efbtbliOied,  no  old  one  (halt be  pio- 
"  longed,  beyond  the  term  fixed  by  the  laws,  without  the  confent 
"  of  the  rtprefentativei  of  the  nation. 

9.  **  The  new  iropofts,  which  may  be  e(bbli(hed,  oyiche  old  Ones 
**  which  may  be  prolonged,  fliall  only  be  fo  for  the  time  which  fhall 
''  intervene  before  the  next  ^neeting  of  the  States  General. 

3.  '*  As  loans  may  become  the  occafion  of  a  neceflary  increafe  of 
''  taxes,  no  loan  (hall  take  place  without  the  confent  of  the  States 
"  General ;  with  this  provifo  however,  that  always  in  cafe  of  war, 
*^  or  of  any  other  national  danger,  the  fovereign  fhall  have  a 
**  power  of  borrowing,  without  delay,  any  fum  not  exceeding  one 
"  hundred  millions;  about  four  millions;  for  it  is  the  exprefs 
"  intention  of  the  king,  never  to  let  the  falvadon  of  his  empire 
**  depend  on  any  perfon. 

4.  **  The  States  General  (hall  carefully  examine  the  date  of  the 
<'  finances,  and  (hall  dencand  all  the  ftatements  necefTary  to  a  perfed 
♦•  knowledge  of  them. 

5.  *'  An  account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  (hall be  publi(hed 
**  every  year,  in  (bme  manner  propo(ed  by  the  States  General,  and 
*'  approved  of  by  his  Majefty. 

5.  "  The 
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colonift  began  by  foftening  flavery ;  and  where  li- 
berty  was  not  conlidered  as  a  right  but  a  reward. 

I  would 

6.  **  The  Turns  appropriated  to  each  department  (haU  be  fixed  in* 
**  riably ;  and  the  king  fubmits  to  this  general  rule  even  the  fams 
*'  deilined  for  maintaining  his  houfehold. 

7.  **  It  is  the  King's  will,  that  in  order  to  affure  this  fixed  ftatc 
of  the  divers  expences  of  the  date,  the  arrangements  proper  for 
that  end,  (hall  be  ppinted  out  to  him  by  the  States  General : 
and  his  A^ajeily  will  adopt  them,  if  they  accord  with  the  royal 

**  dignity ;  and  the  indifpenfible  celerity  of  the  public  fervice. 

8.  **  The  reprefentatives  of  a  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws  of 
"  honour  and  probity,  will  do  no  injury  to  the  public  faith;  and 
**  the  King  expedts  fron^  them,  that  the  confidence  of  the  creditors 
"  of  the  Hate  ihall  be  afiured  ai>d  confolidated  in  the  moft  aathen- 
'*  tic  manner. 

9.  *'  When  the  firm  intentions,  announced  by  the  clergy  and  no- 
bility, of  renouncing  their  pecuniary  privileges,  fhall  have  been 
realized  by  their  votes,  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  give  them 

**  his  fandion;  and  that  there  fhall  no  longer  exift,  in  the  payment 
**  of  pecuniary  contributions,  any  privilege  or  diftin^on  what- 
'*  ever. 

10.  ''  It  is  the  king's  will,  in  order  to  coniecrate  (b  important  a|i 
**  intention,  that  the  name  of  tailU  be  aboliihed  throughout  the 
**  kingdom ;  and  that  that  impoH,  whether  it  be  confolidated  witji 
**  the  twentieths,  or  with  fome  other  territorial  impofition,  or  that 

be  replaced  by  fome  other  tax,  ihall  always  be  afifeiled  in  a  j aft 
and  equal  proportion;  and  without  any  diflindUon  of  conditioQ^ 
**  Kink,  or  birth. 

1 1 .  'Mt  is  the  king's  will,  that  the  duty  oi framc-fiifht  abdiihed 
**  fiom  the  moment  in  which  the  eftabliflied  income  and  fixed  ex* 
«<  penditure  fiudl  be  exactly  balanced. 

S3  12.  ««  All 
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I  would  not  encourage,  by  premiums,  the  negro 
trade;  but  I  would  tolerate  it  until  all  the  powers 

fliould 

12.  *'  All  property,  withont  exception,  (hall  be  conftantly 
«'  refpcacd  ;  and  his  Majefty  includes  cxprcfsly  under  that  name, 
•*  the  property  of  tenths,  hundredths ,  rents ,  rights,  smd  feude -al  2LrA 
** fignorial  duties  :  and  in  general,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives, 
**  ufeful  or  honorary,  attached  to  lands  and  fiefs,  or  pertaining 
^«  to  men." 

This  article  may  poflibly  be  objefled  to  by  thofe,  who,  miilaking 
the  abufes  which  time  had  introduced  and  fan6tioned  in  the 
French  government,  for  evils  exifting  in  the  French  conilitution ; 
fuppofe  that  the  King  could  of  himfclf  have  given  relief  to  his 
fubje£ls  in  the  opprefiions  which  they  fuffered  under  the  feudal 
fyftem;  and  that  it  was  contradidlng  his  own  promifes  of  re« 
drcffing  their  wrongs  to  infill  thus  (Irongly  on  their  coirpliance 
with  every  thing  required  by  the  feudal  laws, 

TTic  faft  is,  that  the  King  of  France,  as  executor  of  the  law, 
was  bound  to  prote^  all  property  :  the  rights,  dutifs,  &c.  fpcci- 
fied  in  the  above  article,  were  as  much  the  property  of  thofc  to 
whom  they  pertained,  as  any  other  part  of  their  pofleiTicr.s,  and 
equally  under  the   fafcguard  of  the  law :  and  the  King  carrot, 
according  to  the  conditution  of  France,  wluch  he  propofed  to  re- 
novate and  purify  from  all  abufes  and  ufurpations,  forbear  to  pro- 
vide, by  every  precaution  in  his  power,  for  the  protection  of  what 
was  indifpenfibie  legal  property,  becaufe  held  under  exifling  laws. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  of  legillature,  which  by  the  French  conilitution 
confided,  as  in  England,  of  the  King  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  to  repeal  the  laws  by  which  thefe  rights  were  he!d,  if 
they  were  become  oppreflive  to  the  people :  aYid  we  accordingly 
find  the  King  in  the  ninth  article,  announcing  his  determination  of 
ian^oning  the  renunciations  intended  by  the  clergy  and  nobles,  as 
Cbon  i|i  their  intentions  iboald  be  realized  by  the  votes  of  their 
,  reprefentatives ; 
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Ihould  humanely  agree  to  change  the  prefent  me- 
thod of  forcing  from  their  country  the  natives  of 

Africa, 

reprefentatives ;  and  this  was  all  the  King  could  do  as  one  member 
of  the  legiflative  power*  The  rights  enjoyed  by  the  crown, 
under  the  old  feudal  efVablkhment>  and  which  pertained  to  him, 
he  either  wholly  relinquifhes,  or  direds  the  legiflative  body  to 
coniider  on  the  means  of  converting  them  into  fome  pecaniarjr 
contribution,  to  which  all  ranks  (hall  be  equally  fubjed. 

15. ''  The  two  firft  orders  of  the  date  fhall  continue  to  enjoy  ah 
*'  exemption  from  perTonal  fervice ;  but  the  States  General  would 
**  have  the  King's  approbation  in  confidering  the  means  to  convert 
^<  this  fort  of  fervice  into  pecmiiary  contributions;  co  which  all  the 
'*  orders  of  the  ftat«  ihould  be  equally  fubjeA. 

1 4. ''  The  intention  of  his  Majefly  is,  to  determine  with  thfe 
^  advice  of  the  States  General,  what  (hall  be  the  employments  and 
"  commiilions  which  (hall  in  future  retain  the  privilege  of  giving 
*'  or  of  tranfmitting  nobiKty.  Hit  Ms^elly  will,  neverthelefs, 
^'  according  to  the  right  inherent  in  the  crown,  grant  letters  of 
*'  nobility  to  thofe  of  his  (ubjeds,  who  by  Cervices  rendered  to 
"  the  king  and  to  the  ftaie,  fiiall  have  (hewn  therafelves  worthy 
**  of  that  reward. 

15.  <<  The  king  defirous  of  a(ruring  perfonid  liberty  to  all 
**  the  citieens  in  a  folid  and  permanent  manner,  invites  the  States 
''  General  to  fearch  out  and  propofe  to  him  the  moft  convenient 
''  means  of  reconciling  the  abolition  of  the  orders,  known  by  the 
**  name  of  Lettrei  de  Cachet  ^  with  the  maintainance  of  the  public 
**  fafety,  and  with  the  precaution  necedary  either  for  preferviag,  in 
**  certain  cafes,  the  honour  of  families ;  for  repreffing,  with  ce- 
''  lerity,  the  commencement  of  feditions ;  or  for  fecuring  the  fhit6 
*'  from  the  efTe^ls  of  a  criminal  intelligence  held  with  foreign 
*'  powers. 

S  4.  16. '  Tka 
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Africa,  whom  they  have  purchafed  like  any  other 
commodity,  into  the  fimply  engaging  their  fervices 
during  a  ftipulated  p^riod^ 

We 

1 6. ''  The' States  General  fhall  exaauae,  and  make  known  to  his 
**  Majefty>  the  moft  convenient  means  of  condliating  the  lil>ert]r  of 
**  of  the  prefs  with  the  refped  due  to  religion*  morality,  i^nd  the 
**  honour  of  citizens. 

24.  **  The  king  invites  the  States  General  to  confider  of  fome 
««  proper  means  for  managing,  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner, 
**  the  domains  in  his  hands ;  and  to  propofe  to  him  what  they  judge 
''  moft  convenient  to  do,  relative  to  the  mortgaged  domains. 

25.  f'  The  States  General  (hall  confider  the  defign  conceived 
**  long  iince  by  his  Majeftyi  of  removing  the  coflom  hoofes  to  the 
<<  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  that  the  moft  perfeft  liberty  may 
**  prevail  in  the  internal  circuUdon  of  national  nod  fpreign  mer- 
**  chandife. 

26.  **  His  Majefly  defires  that  the  vexatious  effefU  of  the  duty 
**  on  fait,  and  likewife  the  importance  of  the  revenue  arifing  from 
**  it  may  be  carefully  difcufTed  by  the  States  General;  and  that,  ii\. 
**  all  the  fchemes  they  may  fugged,  the  means  of  foftening,  at  leaft, 
^'  the  mode  of  colledling  that  tax  may  be  propofed. 

27.  **  It  is  alfo  his  Majefty's  will,  that  they  (hall  examine  at- 
**  tendvely  the  rights  of  aids  and  other  imppAs ;  but  without 
^*  lofing  fight  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  infuring  an  exa£k  equi- 
y  librium  between  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  ftate. 

28.  **  Agreeable  to  the  wiih  manifefted  by  the  king,  in  his  de- 
*'  daration  of  the  23d  of  September  laft,  his  Majefty  will  examine, 
**  mth  ferious  attention,  the  plans  which  (hall  be  prefented  (5  him, 
*'  reladve  to  the  adminiftration  of  juiUce,  and  the  means  of  bring- 
"  ing  to  perfedlion  the  civil  and  criminal  laws. 

29.  "  The  King's  will  is,  that  the  laws  which  be  promulgated 
•f  during  the  hold^ig,  fiid  by  the  advice^  or  according  to  the  vote 
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We  hire,  from  the  Swifs,  and  from  the  Princes 
of  Germany^  foldiers  to  cut  the  throats  of  men :  why 

not 

'*  of  the  States  General  (hall  meet  with,  peither  in  the  cnrcgifter- 
*'  ing  of  them,  nor  in  the  execution,  any  delay,  or  any  obflacle 
"  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  kingdom. 

30.  ^'  It  18  his  MajeHy's  will,  that  the  ufe  of  the  cor-vU^  for  im« 
"  proving  and  keeping  up  the  roads,  be  entirely  and  loievci  abo- 
'*  liihed  throughout  his  kingdom. 

31."  The  king  defires  that  the  abolition  of  the  right  offfiortmalm, 
^f  of  which  his  Majefty  has  given  an  example  in  his  domains,  fhall  be 
f*  extended  through  all  the  kingdom ;  and  |hat  there  be  propofed 
**  fome  means  of  providing  fuch  indemnity  as  may  be  due  to  the- 
**  lords  in  polfeffion  of  that  right. 

32.  ''  His  Majeffy  will  make  known,  without  delay,  to  the  States 
•'  Qeneral,  the  regulations  he  is  devifing,  for  reflraining  the  capitai- 
"  neries  \  giving,  in  this  particular,  which  fo  nearly  afFefls  his  per* 
*'  fonal  enjoyments,  a  new  proof  of  his  afFeftion  for  hi»  people.'* 

The  remainder  of  the  thirty-five  articles  which  conftitute  thi* 
declaration,  relate  to  the  edablifhment  of  provincial  afiemblies 
and  other  local  matters  ;  and  nonc/of  them  are  in  the  lead  degree 
hoftile  to  liberty.  I  omit  them  as  uninterefUng  to  an  Engliih 
reader. 

The  whole  of  this  d^laration  will  be  found  in  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Procis  Verbal  of  the  National  Aflembly,  publifhed  by  their 
order,  and  under  their  infpeftion ;  and  there  alfo  ^ill  be  feen  the 
other  declaration,  read  at  the  fame  time ;  the  obje^  of  which  was^ 
preventing,  in  future,  the  diffentions  in  the  affembly  about  the  veri- 
fication of  powers,  or  trying  of  contefted  ele^ions :  the  third 
order  infifting  that  they  ihould  be  tried  before  the  general  ailembly 
of  the  three  orders :  the  two  other  orders  contending  that  each  or- 
der  ihould  refpe^yely  try  the  eledlions  of  the  members  who  were 
to  reprefent  its  own  body ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  England,  where  the 
contefts  between  t)ie  candidates  for  reprpfcn^ng  the  Scotch  peers 

come 


i  66  Of  the  Cmjlitutim  of  Polmid. 

not  hire  labourers  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  under  a 
promife  of  returning  them  fr'ee  into  their  country 
after  a  fervitude  of  ten  years,  ynlefs  they  (hould 
prefer  continuing  under  the  eyes  of  their  late  ma- 
ilers ?  The  fame  power,  which  could  fell  them 
for  ever,  could  bind  them  to  us  for  a  limited  term. 
Thefe  labourers,  returning  home  to  their  families, 
would  bear  to  them  thofe  ornaments  with  which 
they  are  fo  fond  of  adorning  themfelves :  they  would 
convince  their  countrymen,  that  the  white  people 
are  not  antbropophages :  and  that  if  they  employed 
the  blacks,  they  paid  them  for  thejr  fervices.  Up- 
on  feeing  the  favings  made  by  thefe  emigrants, 
thoufands  of  negroes  would  burn  to  enrich  them- 
felves in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  be  enrolled  in 
the  fame  fervice* 

Whenever  a  European  ftiip  appeared,  multi- 
tudes of  Africans  would  croud  to  the  fhore,  and 
embark  with  their  free  will:  and  the  matters  of 
thefe  veffels  would  no  longer  find  it  necefTary  to 
(iiackle  them  with  irons  during  a  long  voyage,  for 
fear  of  having  the  men  facrificed  to  their  fury.  We 
(hould  then  fee  no  more,  great  God !  how  (hall  I 

come  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  thofe  for  reprefenting  the 
commons  are  tried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe  two  declarations  have  never, 
as  I  believe,  appeared  in  £ngli(h ;  though  more  than  one  of  our  pe- 
riodical publications  have  favoured  us  with  every  thing  elfe  which 
Came  that  day  before  the  AfTembly;  not  excepting  the  King'i 
ipeeches,  which  referred  fo  particularly  to  thefe  very  imporunt 
fate  papers. 

fpea]( 
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fpeakit?  we  (hall  fee  no  more  an  improvident  cap- 
tain, after  having  made  of  his  fhip  a  horrible  pri- 
fon,  a  fink  of  filthinefs,  if  furprized  at  once  by  a 
calm,  calculating  that  he  has  not  fufficient  provi- 
lion  to  conduct  his  freight  to  the  port  for  which  his 
tyranny  intended  them;  and,  refolved  on  what  is 
called  the  famficCy  caufing  that  part  of  them,  which 
he  cannot  feed,  to  be  precipitated  into  the  ocean. 

In  confequence  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  negroes, 
the  colonies  would  have  no  infurreftions  to  fear; 
becaufe  the  rebelliqjis  negroes  would  be  fent  home, 
and  exchanged  for  others  more  docile:  and  the 
dread  of  being  borne  back  to  their  own  (hones, 
deftitutc  of  every  thing,  would' attach  them  to  la- 
bour. The  nation,  from  which  foreign  labourers 
experienced  the  beft  treatment,  would  be  preferred: 
its  flag  would  be  expefted  with  impatience:  and  a 
happy  alliance  would  be  formed  between  the  four 
quarters  of  the  univerfe,  inftead  of  the  mod  (hock- 
ing traffic. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  wi(h  of  enlightened  human- 
ity :  it  is  reconcilable  with  the  profperity  of  our  co- 
lonies ;  the  intereft  of  our  maratime  towns ;  and 
would  efFedually  alleviate  flavery-  and  yet  the 
mail,  who  has  ventured  to  publi(h  this  wi(h,  has 
drawn  reproach  upon  himfelf :  fo  true  it  is,  that 
intoUerance  is  found  in  all  feds,  in  all  panics; 
even  in  that  which  proffelTes  to  have  the  greateft 
Jpve  for  mankind. 

CHAP. 
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Of  Poland;  of  the  Jews;  and  op  the  Po- 
lish Constitution  j  by  John  James  Rous- 
seau. 

i^INCE  the  lafl  partition  of  Poland,  by  which  the 
kingdom  was  deprived  of  near  five  millions  of  inr 
iiabitants,  its  population  is  eitimated  at  nine  mil- 
lionSy  among  which  there  are  fix  hundred  thoufancl 
Jews^  from  whom  arifes  a  confiderable  branch  of 
the  revenue,  as  they  and  their  children  are  fubjeiJt 
to  a  capitation  or  poll-tax. 

This  people,  fo  long  defpifed,  but  who  have  al- 
ways found  means  to  mak^  reprifals  on  the  nations 
which  admitted  them  for  the  contempt  they  receiv- 
ed, enjoy  in  Poland  many  privileges  which  are  re- 
fufed  to  them  in  Germany.  X^ngnich,  who  has 
written  feveral  much-efteemed  trads  concerning 
Poland,  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Jews,  ^^  The  Jews 
**  monopolize  every  branch  of  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom.  They  keep  the  inns  ;  they  are  maiftres 
d'  hotel  to  the  grandees ;  and  they  have  acquired 
*'  fuch  credit,  that  nothing  is  bought  or  fold  but 
'•  through  the  means  of  a  Jew.** 

Sobieiki 
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Sobieiki  placed  fuch  confidence  in  them,  tliat  the 
nobles  caufed^  after  his  deaths  a  law  to  be  inferted 
in  the  paRa  comjenia,  by  which  they  interdifted  Au- 
guflus,  bis  fucCefTor^  the  right  of  farming  out  the 
revenues  of  th«  crown  to  a  Jew. 

Though  thefe  people  have  no  right  to  cftablilh 
themfelves  but  at  Cafimir  and  Pofnania,  and  that 
they  are  only  permitted  to  refide  in  the  other  cities 
during  the  fairs  and  dietines,  yet  they  and  their 
children  know  fo  well  how  to  manage  on  the  occa- 
iion,  that  they  fojourn  wherever  their  intereft  calk 
them ;  and  without  paying  a  capitation  propor- 
tioned to  their  number* 

They  poflefs  over  the  Polanders  that  afcendance 
which  gold  and  induftry  acquire  with  people  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  means  of  enriching  themfelves; 
and  who  are  not  willing  to  labour^  which  is  the 
true  fource  of  wealth. 

The  Jew  is  not  a  hufbandman,  but  he  polTefles 
a  produftive  eftate  in  the  occafions  of  others.  After 
lending  to  the  farmer,  to  the  land-owner,  he  be- 
gins by  coUeAing  the  fruits  of  the  ground ;  and  he 
frequently  finilhes  by  fwallowing  up  the  ground 
itfelf.  The  privileges  which  France  has  granted  to 
them,  will  perhaps  exalt  their  thoughts  and  purify 
their  induftry. 

One  great  fource  of  the  riches  of  the  Jews  lies 
in  their  frugallity  and  oeconomy.  Hitherto  they  have 
confidered  money  as  the  only  property  which  was 

valuable 
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valuable  to  them^  and  they  have  endeavoured  td 
improve  that  property  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power* 
Now  that  they  are  permitted  to  convert  their  gold 
into  houfes  and  lands^  and  have  acquired  a 
civil  exiflence^  we  muft  hope  that  they  will  (hew 
themfeWes  worthy  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon 
them :  that  they  will  be  no  longer  to  a  Hate 
like  thofc  deformed  excrefcences,  which  fuck  up 
the  nouriftiing  juices  of  the  tree,  and  accelerate 
the  decay  of  the  body  which  fuftains  tfaem^ 

The  almoft  eternal  exiftence  of  the  JewS,  and 
their  difperiion  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth,  has 
been  regarded  by  many  as  a  prodigy  :  but  it  would 
much  more  adonifh  me,  if  they  were  annihilated  or 
even  confined  to  one  point  of  the  univerfe;  The 
Jews  are  by  their  laws  obliged  to  tnarry  :  even  the 
rabbi  is  not  exempt  from  this  obligation,  in  which 
the  fweet  and  the  bitter  are  mingled  :  they  cannot 
contradt  matrimonial  alliances  with  perfoils  of  any 
fe6l  but  their  own :  and  wherever  they  have  been 
eftabliflied,  intolerence  and  wickednefs  have  perfe-* 
cuted  them.  They  have  therefore  been  obliged  io 
fly  from  country  to  country,  and  to  difperfe  them-* 
felves  all  over  the  earth  :  and  they  have,  on  their 
part>  an  equal  contempt  for  all  other  religions^ 
Thus,  wherever  they  have  hoped  to  meet  with  to- 
leration and  gain,  their  intcreft  has  condudkcd 
theiti. 

As 
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As  barrennefs  is  with  them  a  caufe  of  divorce, 
this  unhappy  family  of  human  nature  has  always 
increafed  more  on  that  account :  and,  in  Ihorc, 
every  thing  has  favoured  its  multiplying,  and  no- 
thing has  oppofed  it. 

AH  other  nations  have  been  when  conquered,  diC- 
folved,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  into  the  mafs  of  their 
conquerors.  They  have  taken  their  names ;  they 
have  adopted  their  manners ;  and  have  feemed  to 
difappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Jews, 
on  the  contrary,  preferring  torments,  infamy,  flight, 
to  the  (hame  of  uniting  with  their  perfecuters,  have 
always  fupported  themfelves  in  their  original  ftatc 
by  their  conflancy  and  their  wealth. 

It  refults  from  thefe  truths^  that,  fo  far  from  be- 
ing lofl  and  annihilated  in  any  (late  where  they  are 
admitted,  the  Jews  muft  increafe  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion than  other  nations.  The  perpetuity  and 
difperfion  of  the  Jews  are  therefore  not  to  be  con* 
iidered  as  miraculous,  but  as  the  natural  effects  of 
Qiorai  and  political  laws. 

Since  toleration  alone  was  fufEcient  to  raife  the 
number  of  Jews  in  Poland  to  a  ninth  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  kingdom,  it  is  probable  that  their 
number  might  have  equalled  the  number  of  the 
Polanders  in  the  fpace  of  three  centuries,  if  ttey. 
bad  been  permittea  to  farm  all  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  ;  and  if  no  tax  had  been  fixed  on  their  child^ 
rcn.     This  tax  is  unjuft  and  even  immoral :  ifor  a 

new- 
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new-born  in&nt  is  fo  far  from  being  a  produdtive 
property,  that  it  muft  be  for  a  long  time,  burden- 
fbme  to  thofe  who  rear  it :  and  furely  it  is  not  ne- 
ceflary,  when  an  afylum  is  afforded  to  a  wandering 
or  fugitive  people,  to  violate,  with  rcfpeft  to  them^ 
the  laws  of  juftice;  and  to  poifon  a  father's  joy,  by 
an  additional  impoft. 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  fubjedt,  becaufe  of 
its  being  conne&ed  with  the  conftitution  of  Poland ; 
and  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  more  thoroughly  invefti- 
gated  before  it  makes  a  part  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion of  France. 

The  alterations  hitherto  adopted  by  the  diet  have 
not,  by  any  means,  correfted  all  the  abufes  in  the 
Polifh  conftitution.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cities 
have  not  obtained  the  juftice  they  demanded  :  the 
(ituation  of  the  peafants  remains  the  fame  :  but  the 
abfolute  veto  has  been  reftrained  to  feme  conftitu- 
tional  points  of  the  ftate;  and  is  weakened  with  re- 
fpeA  to  the  adminiftration.  The  following  regula- 
tion has  been  made  with  refpeft  to  it,  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  conftitution,  which  has  been  adopted, 
and  is  become  a  law  of  the  ftate. 

'^  The  will  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
**  legiflative  power,,  fhall  be  hereafter  manifefted, 
**  by  the  uniformity  or  the  majority  of  inftruftions. 
**  Unanimity  Jhall  be  required  for  all  the  cardinal  laws: 
\^  three  fourths  for  political  laws ;  and  two  thirds  for 

impoft  s ; 
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*'  tmpojts;  and  a  fimple  majority  for.  civil  and  cri- 
**  minal  laws. 

This  fcale  of  fuffVages  agrees  with  the  plan 
of  refoimi  pointed  out  by  Roufleau.  Perhaps 
the  diet  may  in  time  fiicceflively  adopt  the  other 
ideas  of  that  philofophical  legiflator :  they  may  per- 
ceive, as  a  modern  writer  has  obferved,  **  that  there 
**  exifts  in  the  conftitution  of  Poland  no  counter- 
**  poife  :  that  the  diet  is  art  abfolute  fovereigti,  the 
'*  aftivity  of  which  no  power  can  either  balance  or 
**  temper :  that  it  is  at  once  legiflator,  ele&or,  ad- 
**  miniftrator,  and  executive  power  by  the  commif- 
**  fions  emanating  from  it;  and  in  fine  the  ju- 
*'  diciary  body. 

"  That  in  excluding  the  burgefl!cs  of  the  royal 
"  cities,  and  the  free  peafants,  not  only  from  the 
*'  right  of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets,  but  from 
**  that  of  concurring  in  the  eleftional  aflemblies, 
**  natural  jufti(ie  is  wounded;  and  prudence  and 
**  public  intereft  offended  at  once." 

I  have  {hewn  what  Poland  is  at  prefcht ;  let  us  fee 
what  Ihe  may  one  day  become,  by  fuppofing  her 
willing  to  adopt  the  new  form  of  government  traced 
out  for  her  by  Rouffeau,  at  the  rcqueft  of  Count 
Wielhorflci:  for  this  republic  has  not  yet  been  forced 
to  bend  under  the  yoke  of  the  three  powers  who 
have  fo  dearly  fold  to  her  the  femblance  of  li- 
berty. 

Vol.  I.  T  The 
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I  have  undertaken  is  an  arduous  one; 
the  difficulty  of  performing  it  flrikes  me  fenfibly. 
How  [hall  I  venture  to  place  my  ideas  in  the  fame 
point  of  view  with  thofe  of  a  writer  who  feduces: 
when  he  cannot  perfuade :  who,  when  reafon  refiftsr 
him,  attacks  and  hurries  away  the  heart :  whofe  iU 
lufions,  full  of  grace  and  fcnfibility,  feem  prefer- 
able to  the  realities  of  other  men ;  and  who  neves 
appears  more  animated,  thaa  when  he  declares  his 
genius  to  be  extinguKhed  and  firozea  under  'a 
weight  of  years» 

It  is  not  hcre^  it  is  in  Poland,  it  is  in  the  midll 
of  a  diet  that  we  (hould  form  our  opinioa  of  Rou£> 
feau,  by  obferving  the  power  of  his  eloquence  over 
a  people,  prood,  generous,  filled  with  the  idea  of 
their  former  glory ;  and  who  refemble  afiery  courfer 
ftraggUng  in  the  harnefs  which  his  noble  efforts 
cannot  break, 

**  Poland,  (exclaims  t&e  citizen  of  Geneva),  that 
'V ravaged,  that  depopulated,  that  opprefled  coun- 
^*  try !  open  to  all  her  foes,  atid  in  the  midft  of  mif- 
**  fortunes  and  anarchy,  ftill  difplays  all  the  fire  of 
'^  youth;  and  dares  to  demand  a  government  and 
"  laws,  as  if  flie  had  but  juft  fprung  into  exiftence  \ 
^^  Poland,  though  in  chains,  is  confuking  how  (he 
•*  may  preferve  her  liberty ;  for  flie  perceives  with* 
**  in  herfelf  that  force  which  all  the  rage  of  tyran- 
*Vny  cannot  fubdue.  Methinks  it  is  Rome  her- 
^^felfthatl  hold!  befieged,  and  yet  calmly  go- 

y  verning 
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^^  verning  the  jdftins  oil  whiqh  the  enemy  has  fixed 
'^  his  encampment/* 

This  prelude  (hews  how  well  Roiifieau  underftood 
the  art  of  dignifying  his  fubjeft,  to  keep  pace  with 
the  elevation  of  his  ideas  and  the  briUiaocy  of  his 
genius.  A  fimple  palatine  confults  him  Oh  the 
means  of  recovering  his  country ;  and  all  at  once 
Roufleau  paints  the  whole  Poliib  nation  addreffing 
him^  and  demanding  a  conftitution  and  lawsw  $m- 
(ibie  to  fuch  homage,  he  carrefles  that  people,  and' 
praifes  them  for  their  misfortunes  and  their  couragb : 
he  places  before  their  view  a  beautifiii  image  of 
Rome,  calm  before  the  enemy,  and  regarding  her* 
felf  always  as  miftrefs  of  thofe  domains  on  which  hC 
had  dared  to  fix  hitf  camp :  and  it  is  to  this  triumph- 
ant republic  that  he  compares  the  republip  of  Po- 
land, which  has  not  only  feen  the  enemy  encamp 
under  its  eyes,  in  its  provinces,  buc  fix  rhm  domi« 
nion  there  f 

^^  Brave  Polanders!''  contimies  he,  always  be^ 
lieving  them  attending  to  his  difcourie,  ^^  take  care 

that  you  feek  not  too  much :  th«t,  in  thinking  oi 

what  youJiQpe  to  acquire,  3^00  forget  not  what 
^  ^  you  nEiay  lofe«  CoiMft,  if  you  can^  the  abaA»  e(f 
''  your  conftitucioii,  but  defpife  Adt^  thatf^whid^  ka# 
*'  made  yovi  what  you  are.*' 

Happy  delirium  !  thou  are  the  itQ^nr  of 
eloquence !  how  greatly  xAkSL-  ^  PolaiideM  be* 

T  »  isdebfcd 
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indebted  to  their  conftitution,  if  it  is  that  which  baf 
made  them  what  they  are  ! 

"  It  is  in  the  bofom  of  anarchy,  which  you  ab- 
**  hor,  (continues  this  admirable  enchanter)  that 
"  thofe  piiuiotic  fpirits  were  formed  which  have 
"  guarded  you  from  the  yoke.  They  lay  flum- 
^'  bering  in  lethargic  repofe,  until  the  Eempeft 
**  roul'ed  them :  after  having  broken  the  chains 
"  which  were  deftined  for  ihem,  they  may  feel  the 
^^ fatigue  of  their  labour;  they  may  endeavour 
^^.to  ally  the  peace  of  defpotifm  with  the  delights 
'*  of  liberty;  and  thus,  1  fear,  defirc  to  unite  con- 
"  tradiAions.  Repofe  and  liberty  appear  to  me 
"  incompatdblc  :  we  rauft  chufe  one  of  them.** 

I  have  ihcwn  what  was  the  .origin  of  that  anar- 
chy, of  that  confederacy,  which  roufed  thefe  patri- 
otic fpirits.  The  dilienters,  delirous  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  diets,  called  in  the  Ruffians  to  their 
aid:  the  catholic  confederates  united  with  the  diflent- 
Cfs  and  the  Ruffians  :  a  civil  war  enfued,  and  ex- 
tended its  ravages  over  Poland.  Where  then  ha^ 
been  the  happy  confcqucncc  of  this  roujing? 
:.  Is  it  a  fad,  oh-Koufleau!  that  repofe  and 
liberty  are  incompatible  ?  Have:;they  never  mutu- 
ally exifte4-  in. any- of  the  Swift  cantons  ? 

Tn  the  courfe  of  this  flight  of  eiKhufiaftic  repub- 
iii:anifm  there  appears  one  great  trutlV;  it  is  this  : 
^*' There  never  can  be  a  good  and  folid  co^ftitution 
^i.bvc .where  the  law   reigns   in    men's   hearts: 

whilft 
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whilft  the  legiflative  power  extends  not  there. 


^*  the  laws  will  be  always  eluded." 


Roufleau  acknowledges  the  difficulty  of  moving 
the  hearts  of  mankind,  and  of  attaching  them  to 
^their  country  and  their  laws  :  jufticc  appears  to  him 
infufficient;  becaufe  "juftice  is,  like  health,  a 
**  good  which  we  enjoy  without  perceiving  it.** 
What  then  does  he  depend  on  for  accomplifliing  an 
end  fo  truly  defirable  ?  He  fcarcely  dares  to  de- 
clare it  "  the  fports  of  children  :  the  inftitutions 
**  which  appear  trivial  to  fuperficial  men,  but 
**  which  form  our  deareft  habits ;  our  invifible  at- 
**  tachments.**  This  is  the  idea  of  a  very  refined 
mind  :  but  neither  Poland,  nor  the  age  in  which  it 
was  expreffed,  were  worthy  of  receiving  it.  Such  a 
fuggeftion  might  be  of  fen^ce  to  a  new  people  :  it 
is  to  them  alone  that  thofe  patriotic  fetes,  and  na- 
tional inftitutions,  which  remain  long  impreffed 
upon  the  memory,  (hould  be  propofed :  among 
fuch,  the  citizens  who  are  all  brothers;  the  men 
who  become  all  children,  enter  with  tranfport  into 
theft  amiable  fports  under  the  obfcrvation  of  their 
country  ;  which,  like  a  tender  mother,  feems  to 
take  part  in  their  pleafures. 

But,  in  a  country  where  the  ivoble  defpifes  the 
citizen;  where  the  peafant  dares  not  bjehold  the 
face  of  his  mafter ;  where  mifcry  and  riches  mark 
the  two  claiies  of  individuals,  and  place  them  at 
fuch  an  immenfe  diftance,  how  (liall  we  hope  to  fee 

T    3  thofe 
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Aett  ehearfiil  fajmliarkics ;  tkofe  toufdung  eilVi- 
fions ;  tbofe  bsippj  intenmogliiigs  which  make  a 
whole  country  but  one  ikf^  and  all  the  inhabitants 
Inst  one  fiunily  >  Alas!  how  unfortunate,  cphave 
Tru&  htrfdf  fiaind  in  oppofition  to  thefe  iweet  day- 
wmns* 

Roufle^u  advifes  the  Folaadecs  to  givp  eclat  to  all 
the  patriotic  yirtues  by  honours^  by  public  rewards : 
to  inftitute  a  folemn  feftival^  in  which  ihou)d  be 
made  the  eulogy  of  thofe  who  had  the  honour  of 
ibffering  for  thqr  country  in  die  chains  of  her  encr 
niies :  but  he  difiuades  them  from  permitdng,  in 
thefe  periodical  folenmities,  any  inveftives  i^nft 
the  Ruffians*  ^^  You  ought  (fays  he  to  the  FoUand*; 
<^  ers)  to  defpife  them  too  mudi  to  hate  them.'' 

He  applauds  them  for  having  preferved  a  pecu- 
culiar  dTefs.  **  Do  you  exadly  the  contrary  of 
^^  what  the  Czar  boafted  qf  having  done :  and  le( 
**  neither  the  king  nor  the  fcnators  wear  any  other 
*^  garments  than  thofe  of  the  nation.*' 

This  principle,  which  appears  a  iimple  one,  abound  s 
with  wifdom.  I  have  never  obferyed,  without  con- 
eem,  the  French  nation  adopting  the  £s(hions  of  ^ 
people  who,  after  having  furniftied  them  with  mo- 
dels, induced  them  to  buy  the  materials  for  mak- 
ing them.  The  pretended  citizen  who  gloried  in 
being  drelled  a  f  En^oife  (as  an  Englilhman)  was 
but  a  bad  Frenchman,  who  ruined  the  manu&dures 
of  his  country ;  who  enriched  the  foreigner;  and  who 

pre- 
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|3vepared  tiit  emigration  of  thofe  manufadurers 
who  were  driven  by  want  into  another  kingdom, 
'whcne  their  induftry  was  called  for  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  what  was  afterwards  to  draw  away  the  mo- 
ney of  the  country  they  had  quitted. 

Let  the  drefs  of  the  Englifli  be  fombrous  and 
Tinifonn  as  their  thoughts  :  but  let  the  French  ra- 
ther adopt  a  national  habit ,  which  charafterizes 
jgrace  and  amiablen^s ;  and  let  that  habit  owe  no- 
thing to  the  labour  of  the  foreign  artizan :  thus  (hall 
the  French  continue  to  excel  all  other  nations  in 
their  tafte^  as  they  have  done  in  their  knowledge. 
If  the  Englifiiman,  who  goes  to  Paris^  can  fancy 
himfelf  ftill  in  London^  it  would  be  better  for  him' 
to  have  remained  at  home,  where  he  had  other  ties 
to  hold  him.  In  a  word,  I  would  rather  fee  afrec 
and  lively  originality,  than  a  fervile  and  dull  imi- 
tation« 

,  Roufleau  was  willing  to  have  the  Polanden 
amufe  themielves  even  more  than  the  people  of 
other  countries,  but  it  mud  be  in  a  different  man- 
ner. *'  I  would  (fays  he)  reverfe  an  execrable 
••  proverb,  and  have  the  people  of  Poland  fay 
'*  from  the  bottom  of  their  heans,  ubi  patria^  ibi  be- 
*'  ntj  where  our  country  isy  there  is  our  bapfinefs.^* 
What  a  pity  that  the  man  who  was  fo  fenlible  that  10 
<nir  country  only  we  can  be  happy,  (hould  never  find 
liappinefs  in  his  own  !  Was  it  the  fault  of  RouiTeau, 
or  of  Geneva^  that  he  did  not  ?  It  was  the  fault 
•f  Roufleau,  if  he  abandoned  his  republic,  if  he 

T  4  quitted 
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quitted  his  paternal  cottage^  that  he  might  wander 
as  his  pailions  dire&ed  him :  and  if  he  preferred  the 
independence  of  indigence  ;  the  uncertainty  of  his 
occupations ;  to  a  fubmiffion  to  labour ;  and  the  rer 
gularity  of  a  fedentary  life.  But  it  was  the  fault  of 
Geneva,  if,  after  having  derived  from  this  (ingle 
citizen  more  celebrity,  n^ore  glory  than  (he  gained 
from  all  her  minifters,  all  the  members  of  her  coun- 
cil, (he  opened  not  her  bofom  to  him  :  and  if,  in- 
ftead  of  ofTcring  bim  an  honourable  afylum  from 
perfecution,  (he  had  the  bafenefs  to  unite  with  his 
perfecutors.  But,  after  all,  his  faults  have  a  claim 
to  indulgence  ;  for,  if  Rouffeau  had  neither  loved 
nor  inhabited  any  country  but  his  own^  he  would 
never  probably  have  entered  the  lyceum  with  the  air 
of  a  vigorous  gladiator  againft  the  defenders  of  our 
inftitutions  :  he  would  not  have  been  infpired  with 
thofe  fentiments  which  gave  birth  to  the  New 
Eloife :  the  author  of  Emelius  had  never  imagined 
Sophia^  and  the  Savoyard  Vicar  had  remained  mute 
upon  his  native  mountains. 

If,  after  the  iniquitous  arret  which  condemned  to 
the  flames  a  work  dedicated  to  Nature,  Geneva  had 
crowned  with  flowers  the  writer  to  whom  (lie  had 
given  birth;  if  (he  had  changed  her  refenrment 
into  continual  homage,  his  indignant  mind  had 
rnot  overturned  with  the  lever  of  genius  all  the 
conftitutions  of  Europe,  and  made  known  to  a(ro- 

ciated 
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ciatcd  men  the  afcendency  of  the  general  will  over 
the  power  of  an  individual. 

The  author  of  the  Letter  on  the  Speftacles  of 
France  prefcribes  to  the  Polanders  thofe  of  a  very 
different  kind  : 

*'  Let  the  great  and  the  rich  enjoy  nothing  ex* 
*^  clufively :  let  there  be  many  fpedacles  in  the 
"  open  air,  where  the  ranks  are  carefully  diftia- 
*^  guilhed,  but  where  the  people  are  all  equally  ad* 
"  mitted,  as  with  the  ancients;  and  where,  on  cer* 
^^  tain  occasions,  the  young  nobility  may  make  trial 
"  of  their  addrefs  and  ttrength.  The  circufcs,  where 
*^  thp  youths  of  Poland  were  wont  heretofore  to  ex- 
**  ercife  themfclves,  fliould  be  carpfuUy  re*efl:a- 
"  bliflied ;  and  theatres  of  hopour  and  emulation 
**  fliould  be  made  for  them :  the  management  of 
^*  horfes  is,  for  inftancc,  very  proper  for  the  Po- 
**  landers;  and  very  fufceptible  of  the  eclat  of  a 
f^  fpedacle." 

Nothing  can  be  more  wife  than  thefe  precepts; 
nothing  more  tn^e  than  thele  ideas.  How  much 
more  is  the  mind  affecled  by  grand  fpcctaclcs  dil- 
played  in  the  glory  of  a  fine  day,  than  by  thofe 
which  are  rcprcfentcd  in  obfcure  halls,  which  re- 
ceive no  light  but  that  from  their  lullrcs !  1  Hill 
remember  the  pleaiure  I  experienced  at  feeing  a 
young  horfeman  manage,  to  the  found  of  martial 
mufic,  two  horfes  which  ran  under  his  feet.  The 
gracefulnefs  of  his  movements;  the  elegance  and 

light. 
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♦*  ifr  xr  bn^j.  ::iiar  Ar  cr*an^  whici  «>oukl  be  cx- 
■*■  t;^uiix9t*'  ^  lurrfnwr^L  ^1*  sksbIxjs  every  year, 

•*  s  IOC  AlsvfrpcinasdL^ 

Out  c  w  r^ie  :3iat  zhr  lumrxr  «f  die  parlia* 
vcac  ^T  Sh^Attiti  JTcr  iiM  ?r  itbr  leaner  «i»l  dtat 
aie  miixifer  'ssasf  ifewaif  lir  twen  yoff*  ob  the 
ujfta^<csJ^  iii&  >M§^  ?  OristliisooeotdKafecx* 
iggp*2idcrtK^  ??a  comnion  wich  Roufleau  .^ 

fibs  «hcer  ranks,  among  the  number  of  cxiii&r 
m^icii  hare  preferved  the  legiflative  power  in  Pqk 
^^fi<f^  che  frequent  paiTage  of  the  executive 
smx>  new  hands.  '^  Each  king  (fays  he) 
**  Ibme  ftrides  towards  arbitrary  power ;  but  at  the 
^  next  elcAion,  his  fucceflbr  is  forced  to  take  a  re- 
trograde courfe,  inftead-of  purfuing  the  (ame 
path :  thus  each  king,  at  the  commencement  of 
••^  his  reigp,  is  obliged  by  a  paEla  conventa^  to  fct 
*'  out  from  the  fame  point;  fo  that  in  fpite  of  their 
•*  habitual  inclination,  they  make  no  real  progreft 
•*  towards  defpotifm.'* 

After  this  remark,  Roufleau  does  not  conceal  the 
inconveniencies  of  having  the  executive  power  de- 
vided  among  many  individuals ;  fince  it  muft,  in 
confequence,  be  difficicnt  in  that  harmony  which 
ought  to  fubfift  through  all  its  parts.  Such  a  divi- 
vifion,  according  to  him,  *'  caufes  a  continual  en- 
«'  deavour  to  monopolize  authority,  which  is  inn 

"  compatible 
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$mwf  bf  RjQirflaiu,  ^xA  ma^  be  reproached  w1d| 
partikiiig  liis  delirium^ 

Tbe  ^Iflator  of  Poland  regards  national  educa- 
fion  IB  pne  of  die  mod  im[>ori:anc  points  :  ^^  Aif 
^*  infant  (iays  he)  fliould,  upon  opening  his  eyes, 
^*  bdiold  his  country ;  and,  to  the  moment  of  bis 
"  death,  hp  fhould  fee  nothing  but  his  countr)\  At 
^*  the  age  of  twenty  years  a  Polander  ought  to  be 
^^  nothing  but  a  Polandisr ;  I  would  have  him  in 
**  learning  to  read  learn  from  books  which  give 
^*  an  account  of  his  country :  at  t^n  years  0I4 
"heftipuld  know  all  its  produftions :  at  twelve, 
^^  all  the  pro^riBceSy  all  the  roads,  all  the  cities  :  at 
^*  fifteen  he  0ioqld  be  mfifter  of  its  hiftory :  at 
^^  fixteep,  <^  its  laws :  and  there  fhould  not  have 
^*  been,  fiom  the  earlieft  ages  of  Poland,  one 
'^  glorious  aftion,  nor  one  illuflrious  perfon,  with 
**  which  his  menK»y  and  his  heart  (hould  noc 
^*  be  full ;  and  of  which  he  fliould  not  be  able 
^*  inftantly  to  give  an  account*' 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  fuch  an  education  would 
be  very  fuperior  to  that  which  is  given  at  fo  much 
expence  to  the  young  people  of  France  j  who  learn 
every  thing  except  what  they  ought  to  know.  They 
are  acquainted  with  all  the  fables  of  ancient  hifto- 
ry, and  ignorant  of  all  the  truths  of  their  own.  If 
youfpeak  to  them  of  Cyrus  or  Xerxes,  they  will 
repeat  to  you  their  words  ;  they  will  recite  their 
Jkftions ;  they  will  (hew  you  the  xootes  which  they 

purfued. 
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authority,  Roufleau  advifes  the  Folanders  to  arm 
.with  all  the  executive  force,  a xefpcftable  and  per- 
manent body,  fuch  as  the  fenate,  capable  of  con- 
fining within  the  bounds  of  duty,  by  its  folidity  and 
by  its  authority,   thofe  grandees  who  are  endea- 
vouring to  deviate  from  it.     While  he  propofcs 
.this   means,   he  acknowledges    the  danger  with 
.  which  it  is  attended ;  and  that  all  bodies  invefted 
with  the  executive  power,  incline  ftrongly  to  fubju- 
gate  the  legiilative  power,  which  they  fooner  or 
later  accomplifli. 

The  refult  of  thefe  opinions  laid  down  by  Rouf- 

feau  is,  that,  "  for  a  nation  to  preferve  its  fove- 

"  reignty  as  long  as  poflible,  it  Ihould  be  frc- 

/*  quently,  if  not  permanently  reprefented:    but 

.**  not  long  by  the  fame  reprcfentatives. 

*'  That  the  conftitution  once  eftabliftied,  it  (hould 
*'  give  to  its  deputies  inftriiftions  well  detailed, 
/*  well  accounted  for  :  and  that  it  (hould  confide 
y  the  executive  power  in  hands  which  are  not  in 
•*  a  ftate  to  crufli  down  the  legiflative  power/' 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  give  wife  councils :  the 
means  of  purfuing  them  muft  be  pointed  out.  How 
-can  the  affemblies  in  which  cledions  are  made,  be 
prevented  becoming  the  central  point  of  intrigue  ? 
If  you  allow  every  fingle  member  of  the  legiflative 
body  to  enjoy  the  right  of  a  vetOy  the  executive 
power  need  only  to  corrupt  one  of  the  members  to 

ftrikc 
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fpirita,  the  commatioxis  excited  by  the  paffioos,  ad* 
ing  upon  this  general  mafs  will  be  li ke  the  waves  rolling 
againft  a  rock,  which  purify  without  overturning  it. 

The  chapter,  ia  which  Rou&au  difplays  all  the 
force  of  his  talents,  is  that  on  the  divifion  of  the  of- 
ders.  "  I  have  obferved  (fays  he)  that  govern- 
♦*  ments  are  fcarcdy  ever  fpoken  of,  without  being 
^^  defcribed  in  a  falfe  or  ambiguous  manner^  The 
*'  republic  of  Poland  is  firequemly  faid  to  be  com- 
*^  poTed  of  three  orders :  the  equeftrian  order ;  the 
^' fenate;  and  the  king.  I  fliould  rather  (ay,  that 
'^  the  Polilb  nation  is  compofed  of  three  orders :  of 
^'  the  nobles,  who  are  every  thing;  the  bui^efles^ 
who  are  nothing;  and  the  pealants,  who  are  lefii 
than  nothing/'     v 

After  having  (hewn  that,  according  to  the  ex- 
ifttng  con(Utution,  the  nuncios,  who  reprelent  the 
whole  body  of  nobles,  have  alone  the  right  of  mak« 
ing  laws,  he  adds,  ^^  but  the  law  of  nature;  that 
'^  holy,  impnefcriptable  law,  which  fpeaks  in  the 
'^  heart  of  cnaa,  and  addrefles  his  reafon,  will  not 
^^  permit  them  thus  to  confine  the  legidative  au- 
^^  thority;  nor  allow  the  laws  to  bind  any  perfon 
'^  who  has  not  perfonally  voted  for  them,  as  the 
^'  nuncios  have  done ;  or  who  hasnotat  leaft  voted' 
'^  by  their  reprefentatives,  as  is  she  cafe  with  the' 
^*  nobles^  This  (acredlawof  naturek  not  to  be  vio'^ ' 
'^  laie4  wijth.  impunity :  and  the  fiaise  of  weadonefs 
*^  la^lHohlius.greacnauQQ.findaidetf  reduced,  is 
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•*  would  become  «n  excellent  body  of  militia^  more 
•*  than  fbfficient  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate.*^ 

What  a  difference  is  there  between  fuch  af  militia 
^snA  mercenary  troops  who  are  enlifted  by  force  or 
by  art :  who  are  dragged  on  in  fpite  of  f  hem^  to  meet 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  defend  a  ftate,  in  which  they 
are  ftnmgers ;  and  to  which  they  are  not  attached 
by  any  generous  fentnnent :  while  an  army  of  citi- 
xens,  enfiained  by  honour,  by  the  love  of  their 
country,  rufh  boldly  forward  to  oppofe  all  invaders 
who  dare  to  violate  their  territories,  or  make^^any 
attack  on  their  liberty  or  their  laws.    The  reward 
they  feek  is  the  acknowledgments  due  from^aU  the? 
members  of  the  ftate,  whofo  property  they  have 
protefted':  if  they  are  wounded,  they  fUid  foccour 
from  their  fellow  citizens,  in  whofe  defence  they 
bave  bled :   if  they  die,  their  widows,  their  or- 
phans, are  adopted  by  their  toumry ,  which  becomes 
to  them  a  (poufe,  a  father. 

If  a  ftate  is  defirous  of,  having  good  foldiers,* 
whom  neither  hardfhips  nor  inticements  can  induce 
to  defert  their  ftandard,  let  patriotifm  be  made  the 
only  motive  of  their  enrolment :  let  it  be  coniidered 
as  a  (hame  for  any  citizen  not  to  have  his  name  ap* 
pear  upon  the  muft/cr-roU  of  fome  corps  :  let  them 
munnur,  and  think  themfelves  ill-treated,  if  their 
fervices  arc  refufed*:  vand  let  their  difmiffion  be  re- 
garded as  a  punifliiheht  more  fevere  than  imprifon- 
ment.     Then  will  even  the  man  who  has  but  one 
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^^  OQr  will  cdnfulttd  in  denying  to  thofe  who  placed 
^^•Moc  i  blind  confidence  ih  the  couit  of  Rome^ 
•*  the  rights  of  men  J  or  even  leptikufe  ?•  Was 
*^  it  by  our  confenc  chat  a  privileged  ;ptffeA'l?avtid 
^'Tummon  us  from  a  remote  part  of  otir- pro*-' 
*^^incefcy  to  appear  before  hi^  private  tribiailal;  and 
"  exhauft  oor  means  by  the-expWlte  of  thejouif* 
'*  ney  and  of  waiting  kis  pleaTure,  befOf^e  he  per- 
**  micted  us  to  demand  juftice  ?  Was  otire<mcur* 
'*  rente  required  for  creating  that  multitude  Of  ap« 
"  poihtments,  which  gave  to  thofe  who  obtaimd 
^*  them  the  right  of  calling  upon  us  the  burden  of 
**  the  iand^tax^  from  which  they  were  thus  fee  free :  ' 
^'-and  of  regarding  themfelves  at  once  astftiitgs  of 
•*  a  fuperior  order  ?  - 

'^  If  th^fe  unjuft  and  extravagant  laws  zt6  fen« 
"  dered  null,  by  the  want  of  general  confetit^  sOV 
^'  not  all  the  deciiiohs,  all  the  regulations,  ti^dt  lA^ 
'^confequence  of  them,  a  mere  coUeftion  of  ini-* 
**  quities?'* 

But  I  will  ftophere^  and  rettirn  to  Roii<Ibau> 
who  has  more  right  than  L  have  to  attention. 

•*  I  perceive  (feys  he  to  the  Polanders)  the  difi«* 
''  culcy  of  enfranchizing  your  people.  I  fitm  &fraidy: 
^^  not  only  Of  the  falfe  ideas  of  their  own  ii^tereft;' 
'^  the  felf-love,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  maftett;^ 
^^  but,  thefe  obilacles  overcome,  I  ihould  fear  thtf 
*^  vices  and  bafenefs  of  the  ferfs.  Libeity  (t6t* 
^  tinujss  Rouflf au)  .  is  a  wholefomc  idiment^  bvt 
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^^  to  be  the  befl.  Thefe  ennobled  towns  mighty 
^'  like  the  imperial  cities^  fend  nuncios  to  the  diet; 
*'  and  their  example  would  not  fail  to  excite  in  all 
*•  the  other  towns  a  lively  defire  of  obtaining  the 
•*  lame  honour/' 

The  wife  gradation  of  thefe  ideas^  which  are  all 
fupported  by  examples  and  reafon^  is  well  wonhy 
9f  regard.  Ther«  is  nothing  chimerical  in  this 
Doble  plan ;  all  is  true ;  all  is  well  confidered. 

This  projeft  of  ennobling  entire  towns^  is  an  ex- 
Client  one  for  Poland,  where  the  nobles  domineer 
wer  every  thing ;  but  it  would  be  of  very  little  con^* 
lequeixce  in  France,  where  a  noble  can  attcaft  no 
glory  but  by  his  virtues.  I  know  not  which  would 
appear  moil  abfurd  in  the  opinion  of  realbn,  to  fay 
to  a  man,  but  newly  releafed  from  being  a  bond- 
man or  vaflal,  becanfe  thou  baft  bad  money  to  lend  to 
ikejatej  all  who  Jpring  from  thee^  or  from  thy  defcend- 
miSjJball  be  noble ;  and  the  more  thy  fofierity JhaU  ex- 
tend in  future y  the  more  they  Jhall  acquire  the  right  of 
hetieving  them/elves  fuperior  to  the  other  clajfesj  even 
though  they  may  have  nothing  but  their  vices  to  plead 
againjl  the  virtues  of  thofe  who  are  not  ennobled ;  or 
ivhether  it  wopld  not  be  equally  irrational,  to  grant 
to  a  to>yn  nobility  for  all  its  inhabitants  without  di- 
ftindion,  as  was  done  by  fome  of  the  kings  of 
France,  more  magnificent  than  wife  in  conferring 
t}ieir  favours. 

Far  be  from  the  French  nation  all  thefe  falfe  and 

incon- 


ByJobH  yames  Rdujfiait.  29X 

ever  clafs  it  was  difplayed  f  But  forgivei  forgive 
Roufleati  for  not  expedting  from  you  fuch  an  afto^ 
nifliing  revolution  in  your  manners  and  in  your 
thoughts  ! 

**  To  enfranchize  (continues  he)  the  people  of 
'^  Poland,  would  be  a  grand  and  an  admirable  ope- 
*^  ration ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  bold  and  perilous  one, 
^^  which  ought  not  to  be  attempted  inconfiderately. 
^^  Among  the  precautions  which  muft  be  previouf* 
'^  ly  taken,  there  is  one  which  cannot  be  difpenfed 
^^  with,  and  which  requires  time  :  the  peafants  who 
'*  are  to  be  freed,  muft  firft  be  rendered  worthy  of, 
**  and  able  to  fupport  freedom/' 

The  means  which  he  advifes  for  attaining  this 
important  point  are,  ^'  There  Ihould  be  erefked  a 
^^  cenforial  committee,  to  which  Ihould  be  invited 
**  not  the  clergyman  of  every  parifh,  but  fuch  as 
**  are  judged  worthy  of  the  honour;  and  the  el- 
'^  ders  and  lefpe^able  houfekeepers  of  all  the  ftates 
'^  (hould  alfo  be  called  upon.  This  committee 
^'  fhould  examine  particularly  into  the  wants  of  fa-* 
**  milics  overburdened  with  infirm  members^  with 
**  widows  or  orphans,  and  a  proportionate  provi- 
^ '  fiou  (hould  be  made  for  them  out  of  the  fund 
'^  raifed  by  the  gratuitous  contributions  of  the  pro** 
^'  vince  ;  which  would  be  a  tax  on  charity  fo  much 
**  the  lefs  oppreflive,  as  there  ought  not  to  be 
*'  fuflfered  throughout  all  Poland  either  bcggan  or 
**  hofpitals.  ^ 

U  2  «  Th- 
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and  he  truly  ufeful  to  mankind,  he  compounds 
with  the  paffions  of  men ;  and  gradually  overcomes 
the  obftacles  which  oppofe  him.  Thus  RoufTeau^ 
without  wounding  the  nobles,  endeavours  to  com- 
plete his  defign  of  giving  freedom  to  their  vaiTals* 

The  examples  I  have  produced  in  the  firfl  chap- 
ter of  my  remarks  on  Poland  prove,  that  no  incon- 
veniency  would  have  arifen  from  the  franchifement 
of  all  the  peafants,  and  that  the  proprietors  would 
have  been  well  recompenfed  for  that  a£t  of  juilice. 
But  it  was  not  barely  a  releafe  fromperfonal  fervitude 
that  Roufleau  fought  to  obtain  for  the  Polifti  huf- 
Imidmen  :  i;  was  to  the  dietines  that  he  wilhed  to 
condudt  them.  Is  it  fufficient  for  men,  who  live  in 
a  republic,  to  enjoy  the  fimple  privilege  of  labour- 
ing in  their  field  as  they  chufe ;  of  coUeding  its 
fruits,  and  felling  them  at  their  pleafure  ^  Does 
tliat  conftitute  liberty  ?  does  it  render  a  man  a  ci- 
tizen ?  does  it  make  him  a  part  of  th(?  date  ?  Un* 
doubtedly  it  does  not.  All  the  peafants  of  Poland 
might  be  thus  enfranchifed,  without  becoming  by 
it  members  of  the  civil  fociety,  any  more  than  they 
were  before  their  enfranchifement.  That  title  is 
only  acquired  when  they  participate  the  legiflative 
power  ;  and  make,  in  confequence,  a  part  of  the 
foVcrcignty.  This  certain  truth,  this  grand  con- 
ftitutional  principle,  (hews  the  meaning  of  that  juJl 
definition  of  the  conftitution  of  Poland-r-rTi&t?  nobki 
fin  every  thinly  the  iurgejfes  are  ugibin^,  <uid  ibepeajanu 
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tcdlsfy  thcfe  principles  of  jufticc  and  prudence^  wc 
Ihould  have  feen  decrees  iflued  from  its  bofom, 
which  muft  have  caufed  the  mofb  dreadful  tumults : 
the  bonds  of  fervitude  had  been  broken  at  one 
firoke  throughout  the  French  colonies :  the  pro^ 
prietor  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  his  habitation 
to  his  negroes^  and  fly  to  a  town  for  fliekep  from  the 
tranfports  of  unbridled  liberty  :  in  a  little  time  the 
lands  had  lain  uncultivated ;  and  produced  nothing 
but  wild  crops  of  little  value :  the  Creole,  ruined 
and  diftitute  of  hope,  had  not  been  able  to  ful« 
HI  his  mercantile  engagements :  and  the  maritime 
towns  of  France,  wounded  by  the  blow  which  had 
ftricken  down  their  debtors^  would  have  experi- 
enced the  mod  terrible  revolutions.  But  I  will 
venture  to  prediA,  that  an  aflembly,  from  whence 
only  equitable  and  falutary  decrees  ought  to  iflue^ 
will  reiift  fuch  a  premature  fyftem,  and  not  make 
the  nation  pay  fo  dearly  for  that  liberty,  which 
fliould  be  merited  before  it  is  obtained  ^. 

Cer- 

*  After  the  feeds  of  mifchief  bad  been  dideminated  and  nur(ed 
in  the  French  Weft  India  Iflaadt  by  the  declaration  of  rights,  and 
by  a  fabfequcnt  refollition  of  the  national  affembly  to  admit  thq;^ 
mulaioesf  or  pffle  of  iolour,  to  an  equal  participation  with  French*, 
men  in' all  the  rights  of  citizens,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  houi, 
what  meafure,  except  that  retrograde  covaSt  advifed  by  Abbe  Ray- 
nal,  M.  de  la  Croix  could  hope  for  the  prevention  of  thofe  evils 
which  he  defcribes  ;  and  which  are  now  all  exifUng,  with  a  thou- 
iand  additional  4kcuinftances  of  horror>  in  the  French  colonies. 

U  3  The 
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Certainly  if  RoufleaUf  (b  paffionately  fond  of  in*, 
dependence,  and  whofe  heart  was  filled  with  the 
firft  right  of  man,  hefitated  to  grant  without  di* 
fttnAion  liberty  to  European  hufbandmen ;  if  he 
was  difpofed  to  have  it  made  the  prize  of  virtue ; 
if  he  required  the  republic  of  Poland  to  indenmify 
the  maflcr  of  the  enfranchized  vaflal ;  he  would 

The  fundamental  dogmai  of  tkeir  dedaration  of  lighu  are,  that 
fMW  is  ham  ami  wmfl  ettttimafrtt ;  and  xYiMXjreedom  is  am  im^ienahle^ 
0k  rmfrefcrifiiUt  right,  of^whick  man  cawm  he  ileprruedhy  any  fo-wer, 
fT  iViM  moanct  by  his  otvti  a£i. 

After  fiilemnly  promalgating  dus  declaration  of  rij^hts ;  after 
pledging  themfelves  to  maiattin  invidate  vt^  part  of  xcooftittt* 
tBtkm  of  which  it  formed  (l^e  l^fis,  what  hat  inforredjons,  jieralla. 
tion,  and  maflacre  conld  be  expefled,  when  in  diredl  (oatnu^idioa 
of  the  principles  they  had  fworn  to  defend,  thf  national  aflettibly 
pepetuated  the  flavcry  of  the  hlacks ;  and  after  refcinding  their  de- 
cree in  favottrfof  the  mulattos^  or  pttph  ofcoUur^  left  the  colonial  af- 
femblies  (from  a  defire  undoubtedly  of  having  that  done  which  they 
were  a(hamf  d  to  do)  to  determine  whether  this  mixed  breed  of  hu- 
man  animals  fhould,  in  compliment  to  the  white  tinge  in  their  com- 
plexion, be  riegarded  as  men,  or  funk  into  the  clafs  of  their  negro 
parents,  and  excluded  with  them  from  all  the  rights  attributed  to 
to  rational  creatures  ? 

Was  it  not  authorising,  provoking  the  flaves  of  their  iflands  to 
jebel,  by  firft  holding  out  to  them  that,  as  men,  they  had  an  indif- 
putab!e  right  to  freedom,  and  then  infulting  them,  by  perpetuating 
their  bondage  ?  And  does  not  the  blood  of  thofc  who  have  fallen 
Vi^lims  to  the  fury  of  difappointed  hope,  to  the  cruelty  of  favage 
defpair,  reft  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  men  svhoit  jujiice  and  prudence 
have  occafioned  the  fcenes  of  devaftation  and  flaughtcr  which  arc 
exhibited  in  the  French  Weft  India  iflands  I 

have 
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kavc  been  far  from  pretending  that,  without  pre- 
paration^ without  indemnity^  all  the  (laves  of  Ame- 
rica ought  to  be  fet  free;  and  left  to  wander  about 
in  idlenefe,  on  the  foil  which  could  be  cultivated" 
only  by  their  hands. 

Bm  this  is  dwelling  too  long  on  a  fubjeA^  which 
can  inlpire  none  but  melancholy  thoughts.  I  will 
turn  from  it,  and  obferve  how  this  true  friend  of 
mankind  developcs  his  projeft.  **  When  (con- 
**  tinues  he)  they  (hall  have  (ucceffively  enfran- 
**  chized  a  certain  number  of  families  in  each  can- 
^*  ton,  they  may  enfranchize  whole  villages;  intro- 
**  duce  trade  among  them  by  degrees ;  afiign  to 
**  them  fome  land,  as  private  property,  and  fomc 
^^  in  common,  as  in  Switzerland;  and  e(labli(h  mu- 
nicipal  officers :  and  when  things  (hall  have  been 
at  la{i  brought  into  fuch  a  (late  as  will  ad- 
mit of  it,  without  any  perceptible  revolution,  the 
work  may  be  completed  at  large,  by  retidering 
to  all  the  right  which  Nature  has  given  them, 
of  participating  in  the  adniiniftration  of  their 
"  country,  by  fending  deputies  to  the  dietines/' 

Wemuft  remember,  however,  that  it  is  to  the 
nobility  of  Poland  that  Rou(reau  addrtfles  this 
counfel :  and  that  he  was  obliged,  in  order  to  gain  ~ 
their  attention^  to  be  favourable  to  their  pride  and 
their  intereft.  When  a  writer  does  not  aim  at  daz- 
zling the  minds  of  his  readers  by  a  glittering  chi- 

mt ra  of  genius,  but  ferioufly  defires  to  produce  good, 
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'^  to  be  the  befl.  Thefe  ennobled  towns  mighty 
'^  like  the  iroperial  cities^  fend  nuncios  to  the  diet; 
•*  and  their  example  would  not  fail  to  excite  in  all 
*•  the  other  towns  a  lively  defire  of  obtaining  the 
•*  fame  honour." 

The  wife  gradation  of  thefe  ideas,  which  are  all 
fupported  by  examples  and  reafon,  is  well  wonhy 
9f  regard.  Ther«  is  nothing  chimerical  in  this 
Doble  plan ;  all  is  true ;  all  is  well  confidered. 

This  projeft  of  ennobling  entire  towns,  is  an  ex- 
Ci^ent  one  for  Poland,  where  the  nobles  domineer 
wcr  every  thing :  but  it  would  be  of  very  Utile  con- 
ie<}ueixce  in  France,  where  a  noble  can  attcaft  no 
glory  but  by  his  virtues.  I  know  not  which  would 
appear  moil  abfurd  in  the  opinion  of  realbn,  to  fay 
to  a  man,  but  newly  releafed  from  being  a  bond- 
man or  vaflal,  becmfe  thou  baft  bad  money  to  lend  to 
ikeJatCj  all  who  Jpring  from  tbeCj  or  from  thy  defcend- 
miSjfball  be  noble ;  and  the  more  thy  pojierity  Jhall  ex- 
tend in  future  J  the  more  they  Jhall  acquire  the  right  of 
believing  ihemjehes  fuperior  to  the  other  clajfesy  even 
though  they  may  have  nothing  but  their  vices  to  plead 
mgainj  the  virtues  of  thofe  who  are  not  ennobled ;  or 
ivhether  it  wopld  not  be  equally  irrational,  to  grant 
to  a  to>yn  nobility  for  all  its  inhabitants  without  di- 
ftindion,  as  was  done  by  fome  of  the  kings  of 
Fi*ance,  more  magnificent  than  wife  in  conferring 
a^tix  favours. 

Far  be  from  the  French  nation  all  thefe  falfe  and 

incon- 
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arm  remaining  difplay  it  grafping  the  lance ;  and 
bid  defiance  by  his  air  to  the  enemies  of  his 
country. 

Roufleau,  like  the  Omnipotent^  makes  life  fpring 
out  of  nothing.  After  transforming  the  Polifti  pca-^ 
fant  into  a  citizen  ;  he  (eekk  to  render  the  burgels 
equal  to  the  noble. 

I  (hall  tranfcribe  what  he  fays  \ipon  the  fubjed: ; 
for  by  making  him  fpeak^  I  acquire  an  indiipm« 
able  right  to  attention. 

^*  The  fame  method  may  be  purfued  for  enao* 
^^  bling  a  determined  number  of  burgefles;  andevea 
^^  ndthout  ennobling  them,  certain  offices  of  hig^ 
'^  diftin^ion  may  be  aj^ropriated  for  them  atone 
^^  to  fill,  and  fix)m  which  the  nobles  fliould  be  ex* 
*'  eluded,  in  imitation  of  the  Venetians ;  whOn^ 
^*  though  fo  jealous  of  their  nobility,  give  always^, 
^^  befides  other  fubaltern  employments,  the  fecond 
^^  place  in  the  date  to  a  citizen  :  it  is  that  of  great 
^^  chancellor;  an  office  to  which  no  patrician  can 
**  ever  pretend.  By  opening  in  this  manner  the 
'*•  gate  of  nobility  and  honours  to  the  burgefles, 
**  their  affedions  will  be  attached  to  their  country, 
*'  whofe  conftirution  they  will  defend* 

**  Without  ennobling  individuals,  certain  towns' 
"  coUcAively  might  be  ennobled ;  giving  the  pre- 
*'  ference  to  thofe  in  which  commerce,  induftry,* 
*'  and  arts  were  found  to  flourifh  mod,;  and  where,- 

confequently,  the  municipal  adminiftration  ought 
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Op  Poland;  op  the  Jews;  and  or  the  Po- 
LisH  Constitution  ;  by  John  Jame)  Rous* 

SEAU. 

V/F  all  the  produdions  of  Roufieau^  the  Social 
C(MraSf  and  ibe  Cotifiderations  on  the  government  of  Po- 
kind  are  thofe  which  have  been  the  mod  quoted, 
and  perhaps  the  lead  read.  Few  men  have  gone 
deeply  into  them;  becaufe  they  require  a  perfever* 
ing  tention  of  mind ;  and  do  not  offer,  like  his 
other  works>  thofe  agreeable  degreffion«,  which 
are  fo  many  reiling  places  where  the  thoughts  may 
take  repofe.  In  thefe  two  works  he  demands  con* 
tinual  attention ;  and  never  refreflies  the  imagina* 
tion,  which  he  had  ufed  to  intoxicate  with  his  de- 
lightful fidtions.  It  feems  as  if  this  writer,  after 
having  paid  an  immenfe  tribute  to  fenfibility  and  to 
the  graces,  was  determined  to  render  all  his  future 
homage  to  auftere  reafon  alone. 

It  is  in  the  chapter  on  the  means  of  maintaining 
the  conftitution,  that  RoulSeau  particularly  unites 
the  moft  profound  obfervations. 

^'  The  weakneG  (fays  he)  of  the  legiilative  power 

in 
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inconiiftent  idea$ :  and  when  in  future  her  citi- 
zens wi(h  to  di{l4ngui(h  each  other,  be  it  only  by 
thefe  (imple  words— this  is  a  good,  a  generous  citi-i 
zen;  that  is  (lern  and  implacable:  there  goes  a 
man  who  has  cultivated  his  mind,  and  brought  his 
v^Alents  to  perfedion :  the  other,  whom  you  fee  be- 
yond him,  remains  as  he  came  from  the  hand  of 
nature :  the  foldier  who  goes  yonder,  has  nothing 
to  give  his  country  befides  his  valour ;  but  the  ftate 
may  depend  on  the  tribute  of  his  fervice  :  tiut 
other  ha;s  aotbmg  but  his  gold,  aiod  that  he  keepi 
to  hupfelf.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  noble 
^nd  the  labourer  (hati  be  one  day  diftinguilhed  ; 
and  titles  (hall  only  be  derived  from  the  exercife  of 
the  virtues,  and  the  proper  ufe  of  opulence  and 
talents. 

The  mod  illuftrious  cities  are  not  thofe  which 
are  the  moft  rich,  the  moft  populous,   but  thoic 
where  tnanufadures  are  moft  encouraged ;  where 
commerce   is  conduced  with  the  greateft  fide- 
lity; where  charity  is  beft  adminiftered;  where 
the  impbfts  are  aflefled  with  the  greateft  juftice^ 
and  paid  with   the  greateft  exa&itude;    where 
the  poor  meet  with  the  feweft  humiliations ;  and 
where  the  magiftracy  is  the  moft  equitable^    May 
all  the  cities  of  the  kingdom  ftand  forth  compe* 
titors  for  the  honour  of  being  pre-emiiienc  in  theft 
points,  and  yet  leave  it  undeteimiaed  which  die* 
fervea  to  bear  away  the  fnzt. 

CHAP. 
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\JF  all  the  produdions  of  Roufieau^  the  Social 
CiMraSf  and  ibe  Confiderations  mi  the  government  of  Po* 
kind  are  thofe  which  have  been  the  mod  quoted, 
and  perhaps  the  lead  read.  Few  men  have  gone 
deeply  into  them;  becaufe  they  require  a  perfever* 
ing  tention  of  mind ;  and  do  not  offer,  like  his 
other  works>  thofe  agreeable  degreffion«,  which 
are  fo  many  refting  places  where  the  thoughts  may 
take  repofe.  In  thefe  two  works  he  demands  con* 
tinual  attention ;  and  never  refreflies  the  imagina- 
tion, which  he  had  ufed  to  intoxicate  with  his  de- 
lightful  fi6tions»  It  feems  as  if  this  writer,  after 
having  paid  an  immenfe  tribute  to  feniibility  and  to 
the  graces,  was  determined  to  render  all  his  future 
homage  to  auftere  reafon  alone. 

It  is  in  the  chapter  on  the  means  of  maintaining 
the  conftitution,  that  Rouffeau  particularly  unites 
the  mod  profound  obfervations. 

"  The  weakneG  (fays  he)  of  the  legiflativc  power 
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^^  in  Poland  has  been  occafioued  in  an  extraprdinaiy 
^^  and  perhaps    lingular  manner;    it  has  loft  ics 

Ik 

^'  eofei^y  withoxu  bavuig  been,  fubjugated  by  the 
^  executive  power. .  The  diet  (continues  he)  pot 
**  fefles  the  fovereignty  as  much  as  at  its  firft 
^^  e(labli(hment ;  yet  it  is  without  force;  and, 
**  though  nothing  governs  it,  nothing  obeys  iu"  . 
-  Is  it  not  a  misforcuhe^  common  to  more  than  one 
aflemblyy  that  though  it  is  not  governed  by  any 
thing,  it  cannot  obtain  an  ^folute  fubmiiEon  to  its 
decrees  from  thofe  who  do  not  find  it  their  intereft 
to  obey  them?  'And  have  we  not  already  had  this, 
truth  confirmed  to  us  by  more  than  one  proof?  Ok 
you  men,  who  would  be  free !  do  you  eiitertain  fo 
little  refped  for  liberty  as  to  believe  that  it  is  not 
worth  compleating?  What  authority  would  you 
obey,  if  you  refufe  fubmiflion  even  to  your  own } 

Roufleau  thinks  that,  ^^  what  has  hitherto  pre* 
''  ferved  the  legiflative  authority  in  Poland,  is  the 
'^  continual  prefence  of  the  legiflature;  the  fre« 
''  queni  meeting  of  the  diets;  and  the  nuncios  be- 
^*  ing  fo  often  renewed.  England,  (fays  he), 
^'  which  <enjoys  the  firft  of  thefe  advantages,  has 
**  loft  her  liberty  by  neglcding  the  other." 

The  Englifh  may  well  be  aftonifhed  at  this  afler- 
tion :  they  who  ftyle  themfelves  the  freeft  people  on 
earth,  with  what  indignation  muft  they  have  heard 
it  faid,  by  a  citizen  of  Geneva^  that  they  have  loft 
their  liberty ! 

''  The 
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*'  The  fliiii  parliament  f  continues  RouffcW)  ejl* 
«•  ids  fo  long,  that  the  court,  which  w^ild  be  tx- 
^  haufted  by  purchafing  the  toembers  every  year, 
•'  expefts  its  account  in  buying  them  for  feVeni-  and 
"  is  not  difappointed/^ 

Can  it  be  true  that  the  majority  of  the  parlia« 
ment  of  England  are  fold  tt>  the  court,  and  that^ 
the  minifter  may  depend  for  feven  years  oil  the 
fuffrages  he  has  bought  ?  Or  is  this  one  of  thofe  ex*^ 
tggerations  too  common  with  Roufleau  \ 

This  writer  ranks,  among  the  number  of  cau(es 
which  have  preferved  the  legiflative  power  in  Po- 
land, the  frequent  pafis^e  of  the  executive  powet 
ihto  new  hands*  ^^  Each  king  ((ays  he)  Brakes 
'^  fome  (brides  towards  arbitrary  power ;  but  at  the 
*'  next  eledion,  his  fucceflbr  is  forced  to  take  a  re* 
"  trogradc  courfe,  infteadof  purfuing  the  fame 
*•  path:  thus  each  king,  at  the  commencement  of 
^^  his  reigp,  is  obliged  by  a  paRa  convenia^  to  fet 
*'  out  from  the  fame  point ;  fo  that  in  fpite  of  their' 
•*  habitual  inclination,  they  make  no  real  progre(s 
"  towards  defpotifm/* 

After  this  remark,  Roufleau  does  not  conceal  the 
inconveniencics  of  having  the  executive  power  de- 
vided  among  many  individuals ;  lince  it  muft,  in 
confequcnce,  be  difficient  in  that  harmony  which 
ought  to  fubfift  through  all  its  parts.  Such  a  divi* 
vifion,  according  to  him,  **  caufes  a  continual  en- 
"  deavour  to  monopolize  authority,  which  is  inn 

**  compatible 


**  compatible  with  order :  each  depofitaiy  of  one 
'*  part  of  the  executive  power  places  himfelf^  in 
**  virtue  of  that  part,  above  the  magiftrates  and  the 
*^  laws  in  every  refpeft :  he  acknowledges  indeed 
*'  the  authority  of  the  diet;  but  when  the  diet  is 
^'  diflblved  he  owns  no  power  above  him ;  he  de- 
^*  fpifes  the  tribunals^  and  braves  their  decifions. 
*^  Thus  many  petty  defpots  are  produced ,  •  who, 
'^  without  ufurping  the  fovereign  authority^  conri- 
^^  nualty  opprefs  the  citizens  in  particular  points/' 

This  paflage  (hould  be  particularly  attended  to 
by  the  people  of  France.  According  to  their  plan 
of  conftitution^  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  fear  that 
any  municipality,  any  directory,  or  any  tribunal, 
the  depoiitory  of  executive  power,  will  believe  its 
authority  fuperior  to  that  of  the  national  reprefen- 
tat  ion,  while  that  reprefentation  fubfifts  2  but  if  it 
(hould  difappear,  or  become  enfeebled,  would 
there  not  be  room  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  differ* 
ent  emanations  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers  might  give  much  inquietude  to  the  citizens, 
and  make  them  experience  from  their  power  fuch 
multiplied  a^s  of  injuftice,  as  would  be  in  the  ag- 
gregate equivalent  to  thofe  of  defpotifm  ?  When 
the  queftion  is,  how  to  eftabllfh  liberty,  it  is  better 
to  be  fearfully  cautious,  than  to  indulge  in  a  too 
confident  fecurity. 

In  order  to  fecure  themfelves  from  this  arbitrary 
Vol.  I.  X  authority. 


3o6  Of  the  CoHjUiution  of  Poland, 

authority,  Roufleau  advifes  the  Polandcrs  to  ariw 
.with  all  the  executive  force,  a jefpeftable  and  per- 
manent body,  fuch  as  the  fenate,  capable  of  con- 
lining  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  by  its  folidity  -and 
by  its  ambority,   thofe  grandees  who  are  endea- 
.  vouring  to  deviate  frooi  it.     While  he  propofes 
.this   means,   he  acknowledges    the  danger  with 
.  which  it  is  attended ;  and  that  all  bodies  invefted 
with  the.  executive  power,  incline  ftrongly  tofubju- 
gate  the  legiflative  power,  which  they  fooner  or 
later  accompliOi. 

The  refult  of  thefe  opinions  laid  down  by  Rouf- 

feau  is,  that,  "  for  a  nation  to  prefervc  its  fove- 

**  reignty  as  long  as  poflible,  it  (hould  be  fre- 

.  **  quently,  if  not  permanently  reprefented :    but 

.*'  not  long  by  the  fame  reprcfcntatives. 

**  That  the  conftitution  once  eftabliftied,  it  Ihould 
**  give  to  its  deputies  inftrudtions  well  detailed, 
'*  well  accounted  for  :  and  that  it  (hould  confide 
/*  the  executive  power  in  hands  which  are  not  in 
•^  a  date  to  crufli  down  the  legiflative  power." 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  give  wife  councils :  the 
.means  of  purfuing  them  muft  be  pointed  out.  How 
can  the  affemblies  in  which  cledions  are  made,  be 
prevented  becoming  the  central  jx)int  of  intrigue  ? 
If  you  allow  every  fingle  member  of  the  legiflative 
body  to  enjoy  the  right  of  a  veto,  the  executive 
power  need  only  to  corrupt  one  of  the  members  to 

ftrikc 
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ftrike  all  the  others  with  nufUity  :  if  you  atinihilatd 
this  i;eio,  of  what  confequence  is  it  to  give  inftruc^ 
tions  to  your  nuncios  or  reprefentatives,  fince  the 
others  may  have  diflfereht  ones  j  and  all  their  de* 
mands,  all  their  protefts,  will  not  hinder  what  has 
been  decreed  by  a  plurality  of  fuffrages  paffing  in-^ 
to  a  law  ? 

The  excellence  of  a  government  is  like  that  of 
a  machine^  whofe  perfedion  confifts  in  its  (implicit 
ty,  and  its  being  unembarraffed  with  fuperflubus 
wheels  and  levers  :  its  aftion  will  be  more  regular 
without  them ;  and  if  it  (lops  or  becomes  difor- 
dered,  it  will  be  more  eafy  to  difcoVer  the  caufe; 
and  reftore  a  due  equilibrium*  By  the  French  con- 
ftitution  the  executive  power  is  confided  to  the 
monarch,  and  the  legiflative  power  is  placed  in  the 
national  aflembly  :  let  that  aflembly  make  laws  f6 
evidently  wife  and  equitable,  that  all  the  peoplfe 
muft  give  thenf  their  affent,  and  the  nation  will  be  fb 
well  difpofed  to  obferve,  and  to  maintain  them,  that 
the  executive  power  will  remain  in  a  ftate  of  happy 
.  inaftivity.  This  is  the  mod  certain  means  of  com- 
bining the  legiflative  power  and  the  general  happi- 
nefs,  with  that  authority  of  which  our  politician^ 
entertain  fuch  fears. 

While  the  power  of  the  king  is  employed  only 
in  executing  thofe  laws  to  which  he  has  confented, 
and  of  which  his  fubjefts  approve,  what  can  the 

X  2  nation 
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ntdon  hftvc  to  apprehend  from  the  force  wkh 
which  he  is  invefted  ?  If  a  law  is  unjuft^  why  (hould 
its  exiftence  be  permitted  ?  If  it  is  equivocal,  why 
not  explain  its  meaning  more  determinately  ? 

Roufieau  was  perfumed  that  the  dietines  of  Po« 
land  had  the  mod  virtue,  and  the  diets  the  moil 
knowledge.  It  is  unfortunate  that  virtue  and 
luiowledge  (hould  not  unite  in  thofe  who  conflitute 
th^  finrereignty. 

*^  It  is  a  great  ^il,  (fays  he),  when  too  much 
'^  precious  time  is  wafted  in  long  and  ufelefs  ha* 
^'  rangues;  but  it  is  a  greater  evil  ftill,  when  a 
<'  good  citizen  dares  not  fpeak  though  he  has  ufe- 
**  ful  things  to  fay.  They  may  however  (con- 
^^  tinues  Roufieau)  in  order  co  prune  a  little  their 
^^  windings,  oblige  all  fpeakers  to  annomice,  in 
'*  the  beginning  of  their  difcourfe,  the  propofitions 
^'  they  intend  to  make ;  and,  after  having  deduced 
*'  their  arguments,  to  give  their  concli>fions  fum- 
**  marily,  in  the  manner  of  the  king's  officers  in 
*'  the  courts  of  juftice.  If  this  did  not  abridge  dif- 
'*  courfes,  it  would  at  leaft  reftrain  thofe  who  would 
*^  fay  much  about  nothing,  and  caufe  much  time  to 
♦*  be  confumed  in  doing  nothing.*' 

Is  there  then  alfo  in  the  Polilh  diet,  reprefent- 
atives  who  harangiTC  only  for  the  purpofe  of  chang- 
ing the  fubjeA  of  debate  ;  turning  the  proceedings 
of  the  afl'embly  out  of  their  couvfe,  and  confuming 

lime 
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time  ufckfsly  ?     But  it  is  the  misfomme  of  all 
countries. 

I  (hall  pafs  haftily  over  the  ideas  of  Roufleau^  re* 
fpefting  the  mimber  of  nuncios,  and  of  lenators, 
whom  he  thinks  (hould  have  admiflion  to  the  diet^ 
that  I  may  come  to  the  chapter  whofe  title  is  du  tiff 
{di  the  king).  The  author  begins  with  an  aflertion 
which  cannot  be  admitted  in  France,  (lAce  the 
French  have  given  to  their  monarch  the  title  of 
Reftortr  tf  Libert j.  •*  It  is  a  great  misfortune  (fayt 
'^  he)  that  the  chief  of  a  nation  is  born  the  enemy 
**  of  that  liberty  which  he  ought  to  defend.  There 
*•  would  be  no  temptation  without  hope  :  render 
•  ^  ufurpation  impra£ticable  :  you  will  of  courfe  rc- 
*^  move  all  idea  of  it  from  the  nunds  of  your  kings ; 
^^  and  they  will  ftudy  only  how  to  govern  you 
*^  well ;  how  to  defend  you ;  and  employ  all  their 
*^  eflforts  in  your  fervice.  Much  thought  has  been 
*^  beftowed  in  conildering  how  kings  may  be  de^^ 
^^  prived  of  the  ^leans  of  hurting  their  people; 
^^  but  no  endeavours  have  been  made  to  prevent 
*^  their  corrupting  them;  though  the  means  of  do- 
ing it  are  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  favours  of 
inrhich  they  have  the  diftribvKion.  The  difficulty 
^'  is,  that,  by  taking  from  them  this  right  of  diftri^ 
^^  button^  we  (houtd  feem  to  take  away  every  thing; 
^<  therefore,  it  muft  not  be  done^  unlefs  we  are  dtf- 
'^  pofed  to  have  no  king.  If  ther  chief  of  a  nation 
^^  is  not  an  abfolute  ndlUty,  he  muft  do  fomething; 

;X  3  **  and^ 
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V  aqd,  however  little  it  may  be^  it  mud  be  either 
*'  good  or  evil/* 

I  am  far  from  adoptiBg,  in  this  particular,  the 
ppinions  of  the  citizen  of  Geneva :  the  moft  unfor- 
tunate circumdance  which  could  occur  to  a  nation , 
would  be  always  to  behold  in  its  chief  the  natural 
enemy  of  its  liberty  :  the  thought  would  raife  an 
infurmountable  barrier  between  him  and  the  heans 
of  bis  fubjeds.  Why  place  at  their  head,  and 
inveft  with  executive  power  a  prince  whom  they 
behold  in  fo  odious  a  point  of  view  ? 

Are  kings  fo  naturally  ill-difpofed  as  to  placo 
all  their  felicity  in ,  oppreflion  ?  what  can  they  de- 
rive from  it  ?  An  opprelTed  people  become  poor  | 
a  free  people  beco^ne  rich :  it  is  furely  the  intereft 
of  him,  who  can  only  be  enriched  by  his  fubjeds^ 
that  thofe  fubjeds  Ihould  enrich  themfelves.  What 
advantage  can  abfolute  authority  receive  in  giving 
to  one  the  property  of  another ;  in  granting  to  in-r 
trigue  what  belongs  to  merit ;  in  infpiring  fear,  in- 
(lead  of  conciliating  affedion  ? 

If  your  king  is  a  warrior,  is  it  not  of  importanco 
to  him  to  have  good  foldiers,  and  officers  who  know 
how  to  command  them  ?  If  he  loves  the  arts,  isj^ 
in  a  nation  afflicted  by  injuftice  that  he  can  fee  ta- 
lents contending  for  the  gloiy  of  celebrating  his 
reign  ?  If  he  taki^s  delight  in  nothing  but  repofe, 
is  he  not  more  fecure  of  preferving  tranquillity,  by 
confining  himfclf  to  giving  orders  for  the  execution 
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of  diofe  laws  which  have  been  folidted  by  hb  pea* 
pie?  If  he  feels  himfelf  gratified  by  feeing  a  croud 
of  courtiers  round  hini>  let  his  gardens^  let  his  pa^ 
lace  be  thrown  open,  and  a  muldtude  of  adulators 
will  fucceed  without  intermiffion. 

It  is  certainly  not  neceflary  that  all  rewards^  all 
honours^  and  particularly  all  enriployments^  fhould 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  king;  becaule  they  woiild 
foon  pafs  into  the  hands  of  his  minifters^  who  would 
bcftow  them  through  their  minions,  or  what  is 
worfe,  their  miftrefles  which  would  degrade  ho- 
nours, and  thofe  who  obtained  them;  but  ftill  the 
chief  of  a  great  nation  ought  to  poflels  the  means 
of  manifefting,  to  thofe  who  deferve  it,  his  approba- 
tion of  their  lervices :  let  us  therefore  confine,  an- 
nihilate, if  it  be  poflible,  the  opportunity  of  doing 
evil ;  but  let  us  not  tear  from  our  kings  the\r  no* 
bleft  attribute,  the  power  of  difi\ifing  benefits. 

'*  It  has  been  propofed  (fays  Roufleau)  to  ren- 
•*  der  thef  olilh  crown  hereditary ;  but  affure  your- 
*^  felves  that,  from  the  moment  fuch  a  law  takes 
•^  place,  Poland  may  forever  bid  adieu  to  liberty." 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  reafbn  uriiy  the  hereditary 
fuccellion  of  the  crown  fhould  be  more  incompatible 
with  liberty  in  Poland  than  in  England;  for,  accord- 
ing to  Roufleau,  the  only  caufe  why  liberty  exifts 
no  longer  among  the  Englifli  is,  that  the  parlia- 
ments are  not  renewed  fufiiciendy  often.  Why  then, 
li  the  diets  of  Pohmd  continue  to  be  renewed  every 
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feifipn,  cannot  liberty;  maintain  itfclf  there  urider  an 
hereditary  crown? 

-  The  leffons  of  experience  are  preferable  to  thofe 
of  a  republican,  always  alarmed  at  a  power  t^  hich 
is  tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon.  It  is  cenainly 
knoiyn  that  the  eleftions  of  their  kings  have  involved 
Poland  in  tumults  at  every  vacahcy  of  the  throne; 
and  it  is  equally  true  that  a  prince,  who  in  the  de- 
cline of  life  fees  the  fccptre  dropping  from  his  hand, 
wiD  take  little  concern  for  the  glory  of  a  people  who 
will  be  governed  by  a  ftranger,  to  him  entirely  un- 
known. Such  a  king  is,  with  refpe6t  to  his  ftates^ 
like  a  tenant,  who  will  fuffer  all  to  fall  to  ruins,  ra- 
ther  than  repair  any  thing  at  his  own  expence :  pro- 
vided that  I  die  king  of  Poland,  of  what  confe- 
quence  would  it  be  to  me  (might  fay  the  prince 
upon  the  thronq}  if  the  country  were  to  perifli  with 
me?  But  if  he  is  to  be  fucceeded  by  a  fon,  or  a  ne- 
phew, who  is  dear  to  him,  he  carefully  embeliflies 
his  empire;  he  patronizes  the  arts;  encourages 
agriculture;  opens  all  the  channels  of  commerce; 
maintains  the  difcipline  of  the  army;  and  improves 
the  inheritance  which  he  is  to  tranfmit  to  the  ob- 
jeft  of  his  afFeftions. 

Roufleau  is   not  willing  that  the  fon  of  a  king ' 
Ihould  fucceed  his  father  in  the  throne  of  Poland, 
and  yet  he  approves  of  the  confederacies,  which 
at«  in  faft  civil  wars  among  the  citizens.     "  Shall 
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^^  I  dare  (fays  he)  to  fpetk  of  confedencies^  and 
^^  differ  in  opinion  from  the  learned  refpefting 
^^  them  i  Tliey  fee  only  the  esril  which  is  done  by 
^^  thefe  confederacies :  that  which  they  hinder 
^^  ihould  aifo  be  conGdered. 

**  A  confederacy  is  without  difpute  a  ftate  of 
^*  violence  in  the  republic  :    but  there  are  ex- 
**  trcme  difeafes  which  require  violent  remedies, 
^^  tod  which  muft  be  cured  at  any  expence.    The 
*'  confederacy  is  in  Poland  what  a  didator  was 
^^  in  Rome;  it  can,  as  did  that  magiftrate,  hold 
^'  the  laws  fufpended  in  any  crifis  of  imminent  dan- 
^^  ger :  but  there  is  this  material  difference  be- 
^^  tween  them ;  the  dictator  being  direftly  contrary 
*'  u>  the  Roman  legiilation,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
^^  Roman  government^  completed  its  deflrudlion ; 
'^  while  the  confederacy  on  the « contrary  being  a 
^^  means  of  eflablilhing  and  giving  firmnefs  to  the 
^'  conftitution  when  (haken  by  great  efforts,  can 
^'  condud  and  invigorate  the  relaxed  fprings  of  the 
^^  ftate,  without  being  able  at  any  time  to  break 
'^  them.  This  federative  fyftem  is,  in  my  opinion, 
'•  a  chef  d*  oeuvre  :  all  free  (bites,  which  have  ne- 
^^  ver  experienced  great  crififes,  are  in  danger  of 
*  ^  perifhing  whenever  a  ftorm  fliall  arife :  and  Po« 
*^  land  alone,  from  having  been  accuftomed  to  fuch 
^<  dangers,  has  found  a  means  of  maintaining  her 
^^  conftitution  from  their  rage.    Without  her  con* 
^<  fed^racjcs  Poland  would  Ipng  fince  have  been  no 
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^'  more ;  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  if  they  are 
^  ai>oliilied  flie  will  not  long  fiirvive/' 

This  pafTage  k  a  curious  one.;  and  betrays  a  re* 
publican 'fpiriCy  .which  accords  with  the  ientiment 
of  the  Polander,  who^  when  he  was  fpoken  to  on 
the  fubjedk  c^  the  troubles  of  Poland,  {aid,  I  prefer 
temfefbuaus  liberty  /» the  calm  of  defpotifm. 

Montefquieu,  whofe  opinion  does  not  agree  with 
that  of  Roufieau  on  this  point,  fays,  ^^  The  hrws 
*^  of  Poland  have  alfo  their  infurreSlion :  but  the^ 
^'  inconveniencies  which  refult  from  it  make  it  evi* 
^^  dent  that  the  people  of  Crete  alone  were  able  to 
**  employ  fuch  a  remedy  with  fuccefs/* 

Thus  Montefquieu  does  not  blame  the  remedy 
itfelf ;  he  only  fays  that  it  could  agree  with  no 
other  people  but  the  Cretans ;  and  he  gives  the  foK 
lowing  reafon  for  his  opinion  : 

"  The  people  of  Crete  (fays  he)  in  order  to  hold 
^'  the  principal  magiftrates  dependant  on  the  laws, 
'*  employed  a  very  Angular  means :  it  was  that  of 
*^  the  infurreSlion.     Part  of  the  citizens  revolted; 
*'  put  the  magiftrates  to  flight;  and  obliged  them 
*'  to  return  to  the  condition  of  private  perfons : 
^*  and   this  was  fuppofed  to  be  done    in  confe- 
*^  quence  of  the  law.     Such  an  inftitution,  which 
'*  cftablifhed  fedition  in  order  to  hinder  the  abufe 
•^  of  power,  feems  as  if  it  would  overturn  any  re- 
'*  public  whatever :  yet  it  did  not  deftroy  that  of 
^<  Crete  for  this  region  ; — when  the.  ancients  were 
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**  difpofed  to  fpeak  of  any  people  who  had  the 
^*  grcatcft  love  for  their  country,  they  cited  the 
^*  Cretans.  Our  country  (fays  Plato)  a  name  fo  ten^ 
* '  der  to  the  Cretans ^  that  they  apply  to  it  the  term 
**  which  expreffcs  the  afFedtion  of  a  mother  for  her 
^'  children.  But  the  love  of  our  country  refiner 
*^  <;very  thing.*' 

This  may  be  called  a  conteft  between  two  meo 
of  genius ;  and  it  afforded  me  pleafure  to  bring  into 
one  point  of  view  the  opinions  of  thefe  illuftrious 
writers  on  the  fame  fubje<^.  One  of  them  pretends 
that  the  infurreEtion  is  to  Poland  a  moil  valuable 
law  :  the  other  thinks  the  Polanders  unworthy  of 
having  fuch  a  law ;  and  is  only  for  granting  it  to 
thofe  people^  in  whom  the  love  of  their  country  is 
a  paflion. 

Who  could  have  forefeen  that  thofe  ideas,  with 
which  the  French  were  fo  long  unacquainted,  would 
one  day  have  returned,  and  appeared  natural  to 
tjiem^  Neither  Montefquieu  nor  RouiTeau  ima^ 
gined  that,  in  the  bofom  of  France,  where  they 
were  fpeaking  of  infurredions  as  of  a  violent  reme- 
dy which  might  purify  the  laws,  there  (hould  be 
formed  fuch  a  confederacy  as  had  never  been  feen 
either  in  Crete  or  in  Poland  :  which  (hould  have 
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for  its  object  the  overthrow  cf  an  ancient  coloflus 
of  vicious  inflitutions  and  barbarous  ufages;  by 
piutinj^  to  flight  both  ipinifters  and  magiftrates; 
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by  plunging  them  into  a  private  ftate ;  by  ftriktng 
witbr  terror  all  thofe  wko  dared  to  (hew  themfelves 
the  defenders  of  an  oppreffive  fyftem ;  by  taking 
the  public  property  under  the  fafe-guard  of  honour  ; 
and  by  reducing  to  %  ftate  of  happy  impotence  thofe 
fuboltem  defpots,  ivho^  in  an  enlightened  age^  were 
difpofed  to  fetter  even  the  thoughts  of  men. 

In  treating  of  rules  for  governing  Roufleau  divides 
them  into  three  codes :  the  political^  the  civil,  and 
Ae  criminal :  each  of  which  ihould  be  as  brief  ,  clear, 
and  predie  as  poffible.  ^ ^  Thefe  codes  ((ays  he)  fiiall 
be  taught  not  only  in  the  univeriities,  but  in  all 
colleges,  and  there  will  be  occafion  for  no  other 
body  of  law.    All  the  rules  of  natural  right  are 
**  better  engraved  in  die  hearts  of  men  than  in  all 
^'  the  tralh  of  Juftinian:  only  render  them  honeft 
'*  and  virtuous,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  their  having 
*^  enough  of  law.     But  all  public  men  mud  be 
*'  inftru6ted  in  the  pofitive  laws  of  their  country; 
'^  and  in  the  particular  rules  by  which  they  arf 
*'  governed.** 

He  alfo  infifts  that,  before  the  dietines  are  open* 
ed  to  the  candidates,  they  (houid  fubmit  to  an 
examination  in  political  law;  that,  in  order  to 
Tender  the  knowledge  of  the  citil  law  more  eafy, 
the  fame  laws  (hould  fubfift  in  all  the  provinces : 
and,  with  a  defign  to  eradicate  the  fpirit  of  preferv- 
ing  bodies  or  focieties,hc  would  have  the  profeflion 
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of  advocate  znd  judge  to  be  only  a  cnrnflacoiy  ftace 
through  which  men  fiiould  pafs  to  all  the  offices  of 
the  republic  :  he  deilroys  all  inuils,  all  elderfhips, 
for  the  purpofe  of  diminilhiog  the  great  inequality 
of  fortune  ;  and  while  be  perceiyes  the  neceflity  of 
confidering  landed  property  as  of  fomc  confe- 
quence,  he  is  not  difpofed  to  let  it  have  too  much 
weight.  *^  Becaufe  a  gentleman  (lays  he)  has  no 
*'  land^  does  he  on  that  account  ceafe  to  be  finee, 
'*  or  ceafe  to  be  noble?  Is  his  poverty  alone  fp 
*'  great  a  crime,  that  it  muft  make  him  lo(e  the 
*•  title  of  citizen?" 

Thefe  refle&ions  are  fo  evidently  juft,  that  it  is 
fufficient  only  to  mention  them :  it  is  however  fin- 
gular,    that  while  the  Poknders  for  whom  they 
were  publifhed  neglected  to  profit  by  them^  the 
French »  to  whom  they  feemcd  to  be  more  foreign 
than  to  any  other  people,  have  adopted  them  in 
their  legiilation.  It  is  already  made  a  part  of  the  plan 
of  their  legiilators,  to  deftroy  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture, fo  contrary  to  nature,  in  order  to  diminifh 
the  too  great  inequality  of  fortime ;  to  abolifli  that 
abfurd  diveriity  of  cuftoms,  which  proved  an  eter-* 
nal  fubjedt  for  chicane  ;  and  to  efiace  that  mono* 
polizing  fpirit,  fubfifting  m  certain  fociedes,  by 
which  the  profeffion  of  a  judge  and  of  am  advocate 
were  rendered  lucrative  employments,  when  they 
€ught  to  be  only  honourable  ones. 
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Let  the  laws  be  rendered  fo  clear,  that  no  quali-* 
fy  but  integrity  (hall  be  required  in  the  perfon  whd 
^  is  to  apply  their  fcnfe;  no  ttilent  btit  the  fimplc 
power  of  fpeaking  neceffary  for  defending  any 
caufe :  let  it  be  truth  alone  which  makes  itfelf  at- 
tended to  before  the  tribunals  of  juftice :  let  good 
faith  only  decide  in  them;  and  annihilate  for- 
ever all  inte^reters  and  commentators.  A  lavV 
which  requires  to  be  interpreted  and  commented 
upon^  is  of  no  worth*:  they  are  made  for  the  peo* 
pie ;  and  they  ought  to  be  comprehenfible  by  the 
fingle  light  of  reafon. 

The  political  fyftem  which  Roufleau  marks  out 
for  the  Polanders  is  of  all  fyftems  the  mod  fimplc, 
and  the  mod  eafy  to  purfue  :  but  unfortunately  it 
will  not  agree  with  a  nation  who  has  contra6^ed 
money -debts  with  foreigners,  unlefs  it  can  by 
mqans  of  its  export  trade  acquit  the  obligation  in- 
fenfibly. 

Whatever  importance  our  great  financers  may 
attach  to  the  circulation  of  money,  Rouffeau  en- 
deavours to  bring  into  difcredit  that  appearance  of 
wealth  which  deceives  the  poffeflbrs,  and  which 
makes  them  believe  themfelves  rich  when  they  have 
much  gold  or  filvcr  coin  at  command,  as  if  gold  and 
filver  had  any  other  value  than  what  men  give  it  by 
mutual  confent ;  and  as  if  it  did  not  always  render 
its  pofleribrs  dependant  on  thofe  who  gather  real 
riches.     **  It  is  more  dcfirable  (fays  Roufleau)  to 
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'  ^^  live  in  abundance  than  in  opulence :  be  you  bet- 
'^  ter  than  money-holdefs ;  be  rich ;  cultivate  well 
^^  your  fields ;  and,  without  minding  any  thing  be* 
*'  fides,  you  will  foon  reap  a  golden  harveft.  Pub- 
**  lie  expences  you  will  fay  are  inevitable  r  I  grant 
**  it :  fupport  them  with  every  thing  but  money. 
*^  Even  to  this  day  we  fee  in  Switzerland  the  offi- 
^'  cers,  the  magiftrates,  and  other  public  penfioners 
^'  paid  with  commodities;  and  all  the  public  (ef« 
^'  vice  done  by  corvee^  (unpaid  for  duty),  fo  that 
^^  the  date  pays  for  fcarcely  any  thing  in  mx>ney« 

"  The  republic,  by  proportioning  and  ditbribut- 
^'  ing  in  a  proper  manner  fuch  rewards  as  are  mere- 
**  ly  honorary,  would  find  every  purpofe  anfwered 
'^  by  a  treafure  which  could  never  lead  to  ruin,  and 
^'  which  would  make  all  her  citizens  heroes*  This 
*'  treafure  of  honours  would  prove  an  inexhauilibie 
*'  fource  to  a  people  fenfible  of  honour :  would 
*'  to  God  that  Poland  had  hopes  of  exhaufting  it ; 
'^  for  happy  mud:  that  nation  be  which  could  no 
*^  longer  find  diftindtions  for  virtue  !" 

This  refource,  which  to  Roufieau  appeared  ex- 
hauftlefs,  has  furely  been  exhaufled  in  France,  not 
by  the  ufe  but  the  abufc  of  it.  If  I  might  venture 
to  publiih  my  thoughts  upon  the  fubjed):,  I  fhould 
be  far  from  defiring  as  many  do  to  annihilate  all 
diflindions,  all  dignities,  all  ornamental  append- 
ages :  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  my  wi(h  to  re- 
(tore  to  them  all  the  glory  they  have  loft,  and  I 

would 
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would  employ  this  means  of  effefting  ic :  1  wouM 
create  a  new  tribunal^  which  fiiould  be  ftyled  the 
trilmfuil  of  kmnmrs.  It  (bould  be  compofed  of  mem-» 
bers  whofe  rewards  had  been  conferred  by  the  pu« 
blic  fuffrage.  I  would  oblige  all  citizens,  who 
bure  external  badges  of  diftinftion,  to  make  their 
i4>pearance  before  this  auguft  tribunal,  and  there 
to  depofit  thefe  badges*  They  fliould  afterwards 
declare  by  what  title,  or  in  confequcnce  of  what 
adion  they  had  been  obtained :  and  if  it  appeared 
that  they  were  only  a  diftin£tion  proportioned  ro 
fervices,  they  fliould  be  reftored.  The  crofs,  which 
is  the  evidence  of  military  courage,  (hould  be  pre< 
lenred  by  all  officers  who  had  devoted  to  their 
country  the  time  fixed  for  defending  it;  and  by 
thofe  who  had  obtained  it  by  their  valour.  From 
that  moment  this  mark  of  diftindion  would  ceafe' 
to  lead  the  beholder  into  an  error,  by  hanging  to 
the  garment  of  a  fecrctary,  an  infpcftor  of  police, 
or  an  intriguing  fycophant,  who  had  ferved  only 
the  pleafures  of  a  minifter.  The  cordon  '^  funk  in- 
to fuch  difcredit,  fince  more  diftinguiflicd  orders 
have  adorned  bravery  or  birth,  fliould  be  fubmitted 
to  the  fame  ccnfure,  and  only  refl:ored  to  thofe 
who  had  truly  diftinguiflied  themfclvcs  in  the  arts, 
w  in  fome  ufeful  profeffion. 

I   would   abolifli  all    thofe    diftindions    which 
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foixik  to  nobility;  becau(<$  if  they  are  to  mark  their 
origin,  all  real  gentlemen  have  an  equal  right  to 
be  fo  diftinguilhed; 

So  far  would  our  brare  warriors  be  from  diftruft- 
ing  fuch  a  tribunal  as  I  hav(  been  propofing,  that 
they  all  form  in  their  hearts  a  wiih  for  its  eftablifh* 
ment.  Who  would  dafe  to  fnatch  from  a  (TEftaing^ 
from  a  BouilJe,  from  a  &  JMbtte  Pitjnety  from  a  Cbaf^ 
fauiy  from  any  old  general  who  had  diflinguiflied 
himfelf  in  the  wars  of  his  country;  the  honours 
which  he  had  fo  well  deferved  ?  Who  would  hefi- 
tate  in  rendering  to  any  inferior  officer  covered 
with  wounds^  and  grown  gray  in  the  fervice,  an 
indemnification  for  the  fortune  which  he  had  dif* 
dained  to  acquire  in  a  lefs  perilous  proftflion  ? 

The  treafure  of  honours  would  be  thus  at  once 
increafed  by  the  reftitution  made  by  ufurpers,  and 
the  nation  would  be  no  longer  at  a  lofs  for  the 
means  of  rewarding  its  real  fervants* 

Let  the  collcftor  of  the  revenue,  let  the  fecretary 
be  paid  with  money,  but. let  us  referve  honourable 
diftindions  fot  coumge  and  for  talents.  We  muft 
chufe  whether  we  will  poffefs  glory  or  riches;  re- 
verence or  opulence.  Oh  abjeft  maii !  if  thoU 
makeft  account  of  nothing  but  gold,  gain  thou 
that  gold  ;  amafs  it  until  thy  coffers  are  frill ;  until ' 
thy  garments  are  covered  with  it;  until  all  the 
urenfils  on  which  thou  art  ferved  are  of  the  metal 
fo  precious  in  thy  fight :  but  believe  not  that  thou 

Vol,  I,  Y  canft 
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canft  purcbafe  with  it  our  reipeA^  our  homage  : 
KJbou  (hale  remaia  forever  amidil  the  muhitude, 
becaufe  they  will  never  open  a  paflage  through 
them  to  a  man  who  has  no^nae  right  to  their  re- 
gards. If  in  a  public  place  where  money  alone 
procures  admiffion,  thou  occupieft  the  higheft 
fj^ts,  they  will  ceafe  to.  be  the  higheft  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  multitude ;  they  will  be  coniidered  only 
as  the  feats  of  opulence;  and  thou  wilt  be  acknow-r 
ledged  as  one  of  the  richeft  men  in  the  ftate,  but 
nothing  more :  there  will  tome  a  time  when  thou 
wilt  blufli  at  that  which  inflated  thy  pride^  and  thou 
wilt  immerfe  thyfelf  amidft  the  populace,  in  order 
to  rife  afterwards  above  them  by  noble  and  gener* 
ous  adtipns* 

Roufleaq  recommends  the  preferring  real  to  per- 
fonal  impoftsy  and  avoiding  thofie  which  it  is  di/fi* 
cult  or  expenfive  to  colled,  but  more  particularly 
thofe  which  may  be  evaded  by  the  contraband 
trader,  as  they  prove  the  means  of  filling  the  ftate 
with  plunderers  and  dejFrauders*  "  An  impoft 
*^  (fays  he)  ought  to  be  fo  well  proportioned,  that 
^'  tlie.ill  coafequences  of  fraud  fhould  outweigh  its 
* '  profit :  thus  never  lay  a  tax  on  what  may  be  ea*- 
*^  illy  concealed  :  fuch  as  gold  and  laces.  It  is  bet- 
*'  ter  to  forbid  the  wearing  of  them  than  the  im- 
**  portation." 

The  beft  and  moft  natural  tax  in  his  opinion,  is 
a  duly  proportioned  one  on  all  lands  without  ex- 

ception : 
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caption :  which  he  is  inclined  to  have  paid  in  kind^ 
and  farmed  to  the  higheft  bidder  as  ihk  dime  or  tenth 
is  farmed  in  France. 

This  fyflem;  which  agrees  with  thofe  of  Vauban 
and  the  Abb6  de  Saint  Pierre,  is  very  prad^able 
in  Poland,  where  the  chief  riches  coniifts  in  lands ; 
and  where  a  deficiency  of  national  credit  has  pre«* 
vented  the  republic  contracting  immenfe  engage*  . 
ments  with  foreigners ;  but  in  France,  where  in* 
numerable  ftockholders  have  always  a  produdive  . 
fund  in  their  pocketabooks  ;  where  the  buildings, 
which  afford  no  natural  prodndtion,  form  a  revenue 
eqi&l  to  that  of  the  land,  a  land-tax  could  effedk 
but  a  imslU  part  of  the  riches  of  a  nation ;  and  the 
levying  in  kind  would  be  only  pradticable  in  the 
country.  Such  are  the  confiderations  which  de« 
range  the  bed  fyftems ! 

:  It  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  the  confumer  who  lives 
in  the  city  pays  in  the  end  the  tax  levied  on  the 
land :  I  anfwer  that  the  fimple  artizan  who  fubfifts 
entirely  on  bread,  will  pay  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  tax  to  which  com  is  fubjefted,  than  the  rich 
man  by  whom  a  fmaller  quantity  of  it  is  con* 
fumed. 

If  I  am  told  that  the  wages  of  the  journeyman 
increafes  in  proportion  to  the  increafed  price  of 
provilions,  I  (hall  reply,  that  it  is  exadly  the.  con- 
trary ;  for  the  journeyman  being  under  a  greater 
neceffity  of  labouring  to  fupport  life  than  the  rich 

Y  a      -  man 
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ii!ian  is  of  employing  him,  the  latter  will  take  a  hsife 
advantage  of  his  neceffities,  and  of  the  number  of 
competitors  for  employment,  to  reduce  the  price  of 
labour,  whiTethat  of  corn  continues  to  increafe. 

This  is  a  troth  fo  eridenti  and  inconteflifaAe,  that 
I  know  not  how  men,  cfteemed  for  their  knowledge 
and  fop  their  intentions,  caq  fo  obftmatcly  deny  it« 
Begin  you,  whoever  you  are,  that  would  refute  mjr 
aflertion,  by  infuring  in  all  feafons,  under  all  revo- 
iucion^r  employment  to  thofe  who  live  by  their  la-' 
bour,  before  you  make  their  lieans  pf  eziftence  de- 
pend* on  the  variations  in  the  price  of  that  article 
which  is  nx>re  neceflary  than  any  odier  for  their 
iupport :  fornifli  tbcm  with  the  means  of  auddng 
bread,  but  do  not  expofe  them  to  the  danger  oi 
fadn^  wholly  without  it  when  they  (hall  have  nei« 
dier  money  nor  credit  to  procure  a  fupply.  Re* 
member  that  famine  is  above  the  refbraint  of  law : 
that  the  fether  of  a  family,  furrounded  with  his 
children  who  cry.  to  him  for  bread,  lias  no  alterna* 
uve  but  to  rufh  down  from  his  garret  in  a  frenzy 
of  defparr^  and  (hatch  from,  the  firft  perfon  he 
meets  witb^  the-means  of  faving  from  death  the  mi« 
ferable  infants  who  impatiently  wait  his  retiu*n ::: 
remember  that  the  crime  of  this  man  is  committed 
at  the  inAigatioA  of  nature ;  nay,  that  it  is  ratkev 
your  crime ;  you  who  have  cooUy.  determined  thai 
his  wages  Ihoukl  rife  in  proponioa  to- the  price  of 

^^^%H^#      '  *•■  ••»•,  M**  •••-- 

Fro» 
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-  Tram  a.  philofopher  ftrtnge  to  arms  a  wcU-^tr'* 
^ringed  military  .fyftrm  might  not  haxre  been  ex- 
uded :  but  nothing  is  ftrange  to  neafon  and  ge- 
Aius :  and  it  is  not  forgotten  that  the  great  Cond6 
Vhile  attending  a  dramatic  reprefentation,  in  which 
Comeill  difcovered  the  moft  perfieft  knowledge  in 
the  art  of  war,  exclaim^  with  aftoAiftvmeQt,  where 
bos  be  learnt  ail  $kisf 

Cpnd^  would  have  Jb^a  perhaps  as  much  furprifed 
if  J^e  jiad  obfenrcd .  Roufleati  tracing  out  for  the 
people  of  Poland  the  plan  of  defence  moft  agree*- 
able  to  their  country  and  thetr  manners. 
:  '^  Regular  troops,  (fays  he)^  the  plague  and  de- 
^'  popylators  0^  £urope,  are  good. for  only  two 
^^purppfes:  for  attacking  and. /conquering  their 
.^  li^ighbours ;  or  for  enchaining. and  fubjjLigatiDg 
M  their  fellow  iciti;Eens,  The  ftiritc  nwft  not  remaift 
^^  without  defenders :  I  know  it ;  but  its  itrue  de« 
**  fenders  are  its  members^  All  citizens  ought  to 
^^  be  foldiers  by  duity :  none  ibould  be  fuch::by 
V  trade.  In  a  flate^Uke  Poland  (applies  may  be 
M  eafily  drawn  £rom  the  provinces  to  replace  the 
f^  army  of  the  crown  by  a  number  .of  militia  always 
^t  pn  foot :  and  tbi^  being  changed  at  lead  every 
^^  year,  and  taken  by  fmaU  detachments  from  all 
^^  clafies,  would  be  oppreffive  only  in  a  trifling  der 
f^  gree  to  individuals,  as  it  would  not  be  the  turn 
'<  of  any  one  to  ftpry^  above  onfe  in  tweJye  or  fiU 

^>  lieen  year?. 
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**  Why  Ihouldikit  the  etpseftrkii  order  puffuc 
'^  4iplan  fimiiar  to  tliat  which  I  have  propofed  Uk 
'^'the  infkiitry  >'  EftftblUb  in  all  the  palatinates 
^'-bodies  of  cavalry^-  in  Which  all  the  nobility  Ihall 
'^  be  enrolled :  let  theni  have  their  fubaltem  and 
^'  flaff  officers,  4uid'Cheif<'ibHi4ards*:vlet 

•  ■ 

<*  quarters affi^ied- diem,  in^tafeof  an  alarm;  and 
^^  a  time  appointed  for  their -aflembling  every 
^^  year :  let  thefe'  tmve  nobles  exercife  in  iqlia* 
^^'droAs ;  praidite^ttt  kinds  of  ^^ntions ;  bbferve 
'^  order  and  precifion  in 'their  mancsuvres,  and  ac- 
^'  quaint  themfelvtft  With  military:  fubordination.  f 
^^  would  not  have  them  fervilely  imitate  the'tadics 
^-^  4f  Other  ^lations }  I  would  have .  them  form  a  fy'- 
<^^fcm  peculiar  tc^themfelves;  which  would  un- 
5^.  fold  and  bring  to  perfeftion  their  natural  arid 
i*  national  difpoiitions.  I  would  have  them  parti- 
<^  cularly  attend  to  ligbtnefs  and  agility  in  their 
t^  exercife :  accuftom  themfelves  to  be  broken, 
^^difperfed,  and  to  form  again  without  difficulty 
^^  and  without  confufion.  Le&them  excel  particu^ 
^'  larly  in  what  is  called  ikirmilhing ;  in  all  the 
**  manoeuvres  proper  for  light  troops :  in  the  arts 
^*  of  overrunning  a  country  like  a  torrent ;'  of  an- 
*^  noying  the  eneitiy  every  •where  without  being* 
**  ever  annoyed;  of  cutting  off  communications; 
^^  intercepting  convoys ;-  charging  rear-guards,  and 
^^  htirrying  away  advanced*  ones ;  furprifing  de- 
•^  tachcd  parties;  and  harraffing  great  armies  when 


*^  on 
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^^  on  their  miurch,  or  encamped.    Let  them  imi- 

^  tate  the  conduft  as  they  poflefs  the  valour  of  the 

*      .      - 

^^  ancient  Partfaians:  let  them  learn  like  them,  to 
'^  vanquish  and  deftroy  the  beft  difciplined  armies 
*^  without  ever  coming  to  battle,  or  leaving  them 
^*  a  moment  to  recover  themfelves/' 

Neither  the  Follards,  nor  any  other  of  our  beft 
writers  on.  the  fubjed:  of  taftics,  have  given  us  any 
thing  comparable  with  this  paflage* 

Roufleau  does  not  advife  the  Polanders  to  have 
any  fortified  places ;  he  calls  them  the  nefts  cf  ly*, 
rants.  ^^  The  places  which  you  fortify  agatnft  the 
^^  Ruffians,  (fays  he),  you  fortify  for  them ;  and 
*^  they  will  become  (hackles  from  which  yon  .will 
'^  not  be  able  to  deliver  yourfelves :  pay  no  regard 
*^  to  the  advantages  of  pods,  anddo  not  ruin  your*- 
^^  felves  in  artillery.  All  this  is  not  ^hat  you  t^*' 
"  quire:  you  will  never  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to 
'^  render  it  difficult  for  your  neighbours  tq  entet 
^«  your  country,  but  you  may  make  it  difficult,  for 
^'  them  to  get  out  of  it  with  impunity :  aind  it  is 
^*  to  that  point  you  ought  to  dired  all  your  care/' 

What  a  pity  that  fuch  wife  advice  (hould  hate 
proved  ufelefs  to  Poland  !  If  it  had  been  followed, . 
her  ambitious  nei^bours  had  not  attempted  to  en- 
ilave  the  provinces  clcrfcly  united  with  the  body  of 
the  ftate,  and  cafy  to  fubjugate  but  difficult  to  pre- 
fcrve.  The  indignant  nation  would  have  rufhed 
upon  the  ufurpers,  and  feconded  by  generous  ef- 

Y  4  forts. 
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forts,  would  have  buril  from  a  yoke  eodurpci  with: 
impatience  by  liberty* 

I  am  now  come  to  the  d^elopemcmt  pf  a  proje(% 
wluch  muft  appear  very  eztrawgant  to  thofe  nations 
who,  yain  of  their  inftitutiqns,  difdain  every  thing 
which  may  recal  a  people  to  the  pdmciple^  of  yirtue^; 
and  change  the  courfe  of  hoqours. 
,  The  defign  of  this  projcA.  is  to  fubjeft  all  the 
fnembers  of  government  to  a  gradual  progreffion. 
Roufllpau  divides  the  aftive  citizens  who  have  a 
fl^are  in  the  adminiftration  into  three  claiTes; 
and^  inftead  of  the  ribbons  and  jewels  which  difliq- 
guilh  the  orders  of  chivalry,  aqd  which^  ^cpording 
to  him,  hflv€  the  airkifgewg^s  and.  effemituUe  finery ^ 
he  propofi:s  plates  of  different  metals,  the  value  of 
whofe  materials  (ho\ild  be  propo^oqed  to  thc^  de- 
gree of  thofe  perfons  who  werQ  to  bare  ti>em« 
<  *^  The  firft  introdudiop  to  public  afiairs  ihoukl 
•*  be  preceded  by  a  trial  for  yovith  in  the  offices  of 
**  advocates,  of  afleflbr?,  an^  eycn  of  judges,  in  the 
V  inferior  courts ;  of  m^nagers^  of  iqmt  portiqn  of 
'f  public  money ;  4nd  in  general  in  all  (h^  inferior 
**  fituations  which  give  to  tbpfe  w^o  fill  them  09ca-. 
•*  lion  of  (hewing  thpir  merit,  ^heir  capacity,  their 
\\  exaftnefs,  aqd  above  all  their  integrity, 

*'  This  ftatc;  of  probatiqn  (hpuld  coEttinue  ^ 
<*;  lead  three  years ;   at  the  expiration  of  whic|ji 

*^  time,  furnilhed  with  certificates  from  their  fu- 

•     •       '    •  •■.,<•■•        .  «.•■ 

^*  periors,  and  with  the  teftimony  of  the  public 
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ff  voice,  the  probationers  (hould  prefent  themfelves 
f  ^  at  the  dietine  of  their  province ;  wher^,  after  a 
f^  feyere  imreftigation  of  their  conduft^  thofe  who 
f '  were  judged  worthy  flipuHd  be  honoured  with  s 
•*  plate  of  gpld  bearing  their  nanac,  that  of  their 
'^  province,  anfl  the  date  of  their  reception ;  and 
f  *  above  this  infcrjptipo,  in  letters  of  a  larger  fiztf, 
*^  thefe  words,  /pes  patrii^.  Thofe  who  received 
^^  this  plate  fl^ould  always  jftzx  it  at^cl^ed  to  the 
f^  right  arm  qr  on  their  heart ;  ^d  ()K>uld  take 
;he  title  oijervants  of  t  hi  ft  ate  ^ 

**  There  never  (hould  be  any  member  of  the 
^*  eqpeftrian  order,  except  xhtkfirvants  ^tbejiate^ 
f  ^  ele6te4  a  ni^ncio  to  the  diet,  deputed  (o  the 
^f  tribunal,  or  charged  with  any  public  fu(i<ftioif 
**  appertaining  to  the  fovereignty, 

*  ^  For  arriving  at  the  fecond  degree  it  flipuld  be 
**  neceffary  to  have  been  three  times  nimcio  to  the 
^'  diet ;  apd  (o  have  obtained  each  (ime  froni 
^f  ^h^  dietines  a  report  gf  the  approbfition  of 
f*  his  cpnftituents.  Qn  prefenting  thefe  three  cer- 
f*  tificates  to  the  diet,  the  fervent  of  the  ft  ate  who 
'^  )iad  obtained  them,  (liquid  t>^  honoured  with  the 
'^  fecond  plate  made  of  filver,  of  the  iame  form 
^\  with  the  preceding  one,  and  upon  which  flip^4 
V  be  fngraved  thefe  two  words,  civU  eUElm\  thofe 
**  who  bore  it  fliould  be  called  citizens  of  choice  %  or 
\\  fimply,  the  eUEled.  Thefe  could  b^  no  longer 
*f  nuncios;  they  would  be  candidates  for  the 
t*  places  of  fenators:   and  none  could  be  eleded 
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•*  to  that  dignity  without  having  paflfed  through 
^  thcfe  two  firft  degrees, 

**  Each  fenator  who  (hould  have  filled  the  office 
**  three  times  Ihould  rife  to  the  diird  and  highefl 
**  degree  in  the  date,  and  the  badge*for  diftinguifh- 
•*  ing  him  (hould  be  conferred  by  the  king,  on  the 
•*  nomination  of  the  diet.  This  badge  (hould  be 
•*  a  plate  of  fanguine  ftcel,  formed  like  the  priced- 
**  ing  ones,  and  bearing  this  infcription,  cnfios  le- 
•*  ptm^'  Thofe  who  (hould  have  -eceived  this  plate 
*'  (hould  bear  it  for  the  reft  of  their  livei,  to  what- 
••  ever  eminent  office  tliey  might  fill;  and  even  to 
•*  the  throne,  if  they  (houid  happen  to  mount  it-**^ 

The  palatines  and  their  great  caftellans  (hould 
only  be  drawn  from  the  body  of  thcfe  cuftoi  legum^ 
or  guardians  of  the  laws. 

RoulTeau  who  always,  and  very  properly  attri- 
butes great  importance  to  the  office  of  preceptor, 
would  have  chofen  from  among  the  citizens  of  choice y 
or  of  the  fecond  degree,  the  principals  of  colleges^ 
and  infpeRoTS  of  the  education  of  children.  It  is  alfo 
from  that  body  he  would  chufe  thofe  members  who, 
imder  the  prefidency  of  one  of  the  guardians  of  the 
laws  (hould  form  the  cenforial  committee,  of  which 
I  have  fpoken  in  the  preceding  chapter ;  the  grand 
objefts  of  whofe  exiftence  (hould  be  the  enfran- 
chifing  of  the  peafants,  and  the  diftribution  of  the 
funds  defigned  for  charity,  in  proportion  to  the 

wants 
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wants  and'  charaders    of    the    indigent   claim- 
ants. 

Such  are  the  means  which  Roufleaii  points  out 
to  the  Polanders  for  purifying  the  whole  admini- 
ftration  of  the  republic ;  and  for  implanting  and 
maintaining  virtue  in  all  employments.  This  nevir 
idea,  worthy  of  the  grcateft  legiflators  of  antiquitjr 
will  long  remain  a  beautiful  chimera,  and  perhaps 
never  be  realized  in  any  ftate :  but  if  fome  ftmire 
generation  (hould  have  the  courage  to  adopt- his 
plan,  it  will  be  taking  a  great  ftride  towaids  per« 
fedion. 

We  have  feen  that  for  attaining  to  the  places  of 
palatines,  atnd  of  the  great  tafief/ans,  it  is  neeeflary; 
according  to  Roufleau,  to  have  been  a  fenatot;  and 
confcqucnrly  to'have  merited  the  third  degree:  he 
continues  this  progreffive  rife  to  the  eleftion*  of  the 
king  of  Poland.  *  After  remarking  to  the  Poland- 
ers, that  one  of  their  greafeft*  errors  has  bceH  tht 
feekin^  out  f)reighers  on  whoih  to  bdlow  their 
crown ,  lie  Jjrd^es  to  them  frhm'  the  authority  of  their 
own  hiftoiy,  that  they  were"  never  better  governed 
than  by  thofe^rirtces  who  wett  born  in  Poland.  In 
order  to  avdid  a  number  of  eompetit^sy  he  Hon* 
fines  eligibility  to  the  crown  to  the  finglc  ckfs  of 
Palatines;  and  he  makes  the  twA^ moded  b!%^lot 
and  voting  by  the  voice  concur  in  this  grand 
election.  *^  Speedily  after  the  deceafe  of  the  kinjj 
^^  (fays  lia)  t^e  elcdional  diet,  (hall  be  folemnly. 

^^  con- 


cany  titf*      Thcfl—g  rf  afl  die  palariiir^  (kaJX 

^r^r^iL  lA  aampennoBy    and  finom  diem  direc 

iu^iM.  betckdcdby-  bftOot,  wid&  erery  poffible 

N  MWMWtt  to  prcicH  dK  procefr  Ixiiig  afiedbed 

^by-tnoid.    Tkefe  duec  mmcs  flnll  be  declared 

^"^  ajyoiad  to  the  afiemblj;  which  in  ^  iamc  feffion, 

<«  aod  by  a  majority  of  voices,  ihaU  cbufe  the  one 

^^  whom  they  prefer :  and  he  (hall  be  declared  king 

*^  Qi»  the  (ame  day/' 

It:  ipofl:  be  acknowledged ,  that  a  more  wife  method 
cQiild  not  be  puifiied  than  that  of  adopting  the 
dedion  by  vote  in  the  beftowing  of  the  crown. 
The  machinations  of  intrigue  are  defeated  by  the 
yj^fcftia^  ballot,  Flvch  cap  oi^y  favour  a  good  cir 
W€Ti :  and  if  the  perfop  chofe^  by  it  is  not  the  moft 
proper  to  be  king,  |he  .diet  has  the  power  of  chuf- 
\skg  out  of  ^he  thr^  capditates,  fo  felefted,  the  one 
whom  (hey  believe  to  be  the  moft  ipapable  of  fup^ 
porting  the  g^ory  of  the  republic^. 

RoufTeau  will  not  permit  virtue  tQ  ftop  ajnd  be- 
come l^tl^gic  on  the  thrqne.  If  the  defire  of  aC- 
pending  that  throne  has  caufed  all  the  three  de- 
grees to  be  gained  by  hypocrify,  he  is  willing  to 
make.^hp  oK^fiarch  cc^pinue to  w^  thf  inaik ui)til 
Jiisdwth.  .  ;  ., 

/f  Tjberewas  ifyfp^^^  jan  ancient  ^uftpm,  wl^^ll 

^  NotwitUltnding  this  wifis  couocil  (fays  M.  de  It  Cro'x)  the 
4kt  has  appoint^  for  the  foccelTor  of  their  king  the  Elei^orof 
l^pooy;  and  i^nderc^  the  crown  hereditaiy  IB  Ills iamily. 
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^'  hsA  tfevier  been .  pradiicd  but  by  one  pto|de, 
*^  the  fuccefs  of  whicb^  it  is  aftoniihing,  &as 
^'  not  tempted  others  to  addpt  \t.  It  is  indeedt 
*^  fcarcely  proper  in  any  btit  an  eleftke  king- 
'^  dom^  though  invented  and  praftifed  in  one 
•'  which  was  hereditary*  I  fpeak  of  the  trials  of 
*^  the  kings  of  Egypt  after  their  death ;  and  of  the 
•*  decree  by  which  the  rites  of  fepulture  axKi  royal 
**  honours  were  granted  or  refufed  them,  accord* 
'^  ing  as  they  had  welt  or  itt  governed  during  their 
*'  lives:  this  u(age  I  dare  propofeto  the  Polandersi 
*'  to  eftablifh.  Upon  the  death  of  each  king,  hi^ 
<<  body  Ihould  remain  uninterred  until  fentence  had 
^'  been  pronounced  upon  his  memory:  the  tribunjit 
'^  which  ihould  decide  upon  it,  and  decree  or  forbid 
^'  him  the  rites  of  fepulture,  (bould  afiemble  as  foos 
'^  as  poiSble :  his  life  and  his  reign  (hould  be 
'^  feverely  examined :  after  the  examination,  in 
^'  which  all  citizens  (hould  be  admitted  to  accufe 
^'  and  to  defend  the  deceafed,  and  after  full  infor- 
^^  mation  had  been  obtained  by  the  proce&,  fen- 
**  tence  (hould  be  pronounced  with  all  poifible  fi>- 
^*  lenmity. 

^*  In  confequence  of  this  decree,  if  it  was  fa-» 
«  vourable  the  deceafed  king  (hould  be  declared  a 
"  good  andjuft  prince;  his  name  (hould  be  infcribed 
"  with  honour  in  the  IKt  of  the  kings  of  Poland ;  his 
*'  body  depoiitcd  with  pomp  in  their  fepulchre;  and 
*^  the  epithet  of  glorious  memory  added  to  his  name 
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<<  inall  public  303  and  public  difinurio:  a  dover 
<<  ihould  be  affigywH  for  his  widow ;  and  his 
^  cbildren,  declared  coyal  princes,  Ihould  be  ho^ 
^^  Bourcd  with  all  the  adYantages  aaached  to  that 
«  ritk* 

^^  If  on  the  contnuy^  he  was  found,  guilty  of  in* 
^^  juitice;  of  malveriatioQ;  bur  above  all  c^  having 
^^  injured  the  public  liberty ;  his  memory  Ihould  be 
^'  condemned  and  ftigmatized;  his  body^  de-^ 
'^  prived  of  royal  fepulture,  ihould  be  interred 
^'  without  honours;  his  name  erafed  from  the  lift 
^*  of  kings;  and  his  children  reduced  to  the  clafs  of 
*^  fimple  citizens,  without  any  honourable  diftinc* 
'^  tion  or  any  mark  of  infamy. 

Thus  by  the  fear  of  a  fentence,  Roufleau  would 
attach  kings  to  juftice,  and  to  refpeft  for  the  laws: 
and  dius  he  gives  a  double  fecurity  to  the  ftate  for 
the  prince  which  it  raifes  to  the  throne :  his  paft 
conduA,  and  the  dread  of  the  future. 

This  wife  legiilator,  accufed  of  confuking  only 
enthufiafm,  and  of  facrificing  every  conveniency  to 
bis  projeds  of  reform,  (hews  however  much  circum- 
fpe&ion  in  the  diredlions  he  gives  for  executing 
his  plan.  ^*  I  ihould  (fays  he)  advife  not  to  begin 
**  the  execution  too  rapidly;  but  to  leave  in  office 
•*  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  were  already 
*'  there;  and  to  confer  places,  according  to  the 
**  new  reform,  only  as  they  became  vacant :  never 
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^^  j^ive  too  violent  a /hock  to  the  machine  *»  I  doubt  not 
'^  but  a  good  plan  once  adopted  will  change  evea 
*^  the  minds  of  thofe  who  have  had  a  part  in  the: 
**  government  under  an  other*  We  cannot  all  at 
**  once  create  citizens  anew :  it  is  neceiTary  to  be- 
*'  gin  by  takingfomeof  thofe  who  exift;  and  offer- 
'^  ing  a  new  rout  ta  their  ambition :  it  is  the  means 
**  of  difpofing  them  to  follow  it/* 

I  have  made  my  readers  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  plan  of  a  conftitution  demanded  in  the 
name  of  a  great  nation  from  a  iimple  citizen  of  a. 
petty  republic :  I  ougb^  not  to  leave  them  ignorant 
that  a  Frenchman  participated  with  him  that  ho* 
nour :  the  Abb^  de  Mabli^  folicited  equally  to  ex- 
crcife  his  ulents  for  legiilating  on  the  fame  fubjeft^ 
iias  complied  with  the  flattering  requefl«  I  will  ex*^ 

^  This  exceUent  inazixn>  and  many  others  replete  with  eqaal 
wiidonit  and  of  a  fini3ar  tendency^  which  we  find  difperfed  through 
RoofleaQ's  Oiiruaiiau  m  FcLauf,  a  work  which  was  the  offspring 
of  his  ripened  jiidg|nent>  as  tie  Social  ContraSI  was  of  a  wild  youth- 
M  iiiiaginationi.afibid  excellent  leflbns  for  all  reformers  of  ftates  ;. 
and  might  if  attended  to,  have  prevented  mach  of  the  mifduef 
which  has  enfaed,  and  more  which  is  ftilllikely  to  enfue,  in  France 
from  a  condod  exntty  oppofite  to  that  prefcribed  by  the  writer* 
wbofe  works  the  French  revolndonilb  pretend  to  hold  forth  as  thft 
fcripcures  nnder  whofeasthority  they  have  aAed* 

Bat  the  ingenioos  theories  of  iif  ^mm/ CoK/rA?*  as  flattering  i^ 
hnman  vanity,  as  thty  are  impradicable  among  homan  CMatares^ 
were  more  proper  than  the  foondeft  precepts,  to  anfwer  die  par* 
pofes  ofmvatiurs  ixagins;  mote  likely  to  ffiff  tie  nvirthfwwtf 
gtvirmmm  Ij  ibe  hv§r  •fffmut. 
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amine  his  work  in  the  enfuing  chapter;  and  we  (hall 
then  fee  to  which  of  the  two  rivals  reafon  will  award 
the  J)alni. 

May  not  the  French  indulge  in  future  a  fenti- 
ment  of  pride  and  fay  to  themfehres,  **  it  was  in 
*'  the  bofom  of  France  that  Poland  came  to  fearcR 
*^  her  two  legiflators  ?  Rouffeau  has  compofed  his 
**  fined  works  among  us:  it  was  in  the  midft  of 
*^  our  literati  that  he  increafed  the  vigour  of  his  ta- 
^*  lents  :  eleftrified  by  our  tafte  and  our  applaufe, 
*^  his  genius  burnt  with  the  moft  charming  bright- 
*^  nefs  :  a«d,  in  fpite  of  our  injuftice  towards  him, 
"  he  gave  us  the  preference  to  England,  and  to  his 
**  own  ungrateful  country/* 

After  having  been  long  a  wanderer  from  country 
to  country,  Rouffeau  took  his  repofe  with  that 
people  for  whom  he  ftill  cherifhed  an  affedtion  ; 
like  a  lover  who  retains  his  paf&on  under  injuries, 
rage,  and  reproach.  It  is  in  France  that  we  find 
that  rural  monument  for  which  he  had  himfclf 
'^^inarked  the  place;  and  which  though  raifed  in 
all  the  fimplicity  of  nature,  attrafts  more  ftran- 
gers,  excites  more  regret,  and  caufes  more  tears  to 
flow,  than  thofe  fuperb  mufoleums  which  inclofe 
only  the  remains  of  princes  and  fovereigns.  And* 
yet  alas !  perhaps  there  may  be  languifliing  un- 
known among  us  the  pofterity  of  this  celebrated 
man,  who  fo  dearly  paid  for  a  forgetfulnefs  of 
the  firft  of  duties.     The  children  of  his  genius,^ 

more 
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more  fortunate  than  thofe  of  his  fenfe,  will  be  aU 
Ways  collcfted  and  adopted  by  the  French  nation. 
What  acknowledgments  do  they  not  owe  to  him  ! 
It  is  in  his  works  that  their  legiflators  have  learnt 
the  fublimeft  rules  of  juftice ;  and  it  is  from  thence 
they  have  imbibed  thefe  grand  principles  of  equali- 
ty by  which  their  legillation  is  honoured.  If  RouF- 
feau  ftiH  exifted,  perhaps  on  finding  all  his  thoughts 
adopted  in  the  French  conftitution,  he  would  ren- 
der it  the  mod  folemn  homage,  by  afluming  the 
title  oi  citizen  of  France y  inftead  of  that  which  he 

■ 

bad  renounced. 
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CHAP.    XL 

\j  A;jALTsis  OP  T«E  Work  of  thb  Abbe  sjx 
Mabli  on  Polavd, 

Cl^I-F'BRATtD  hKlorians,  and  celebrated  wri- 
teri,  fuch  as  Titus  Livy,  and  Plutarch,  harenied 
their  talents  on  the  parallels  of  generals,  coofuls,. 
fovercigns,  and  c-ritcrs;  have  not  I  at  this  mo- 
ment itt  the  juftice,  all  il;e  grounds  on  which  they 
proceeded,  for  offering  a  more  rare  parallef:  thai 
of  two  Icgiflators,  confultedat  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fame  countr)',  for  giving  a  new  code  of  !av,-s  to  the 
fame  republic  I  Thefe  two  politicians  were  united 
in  the  bonds  of  amity:  they  were  both  animated 
with  the  fame  love  for  mankind :  and  both, 
though  one  was  born  in  a  republic,  (he  other 
in  a  monarchy,  had  the  fame  ideas  refpecting 
the  rights  of  citizens,  and  that  which  condituted 
the  fovercigntj'.  Although  their  talents  did  not  rife 
to  an  equal  height,  they  acquired  almoft  equal  ce- 
lebrity in  the  career  of  public  law.  Their  charac- 
ters  were  not  very  diflimilar:  both  concealed  il 
great  name  under  extreme  fimplicity;  and  both, 
chough  they  did  fo  much  honous  to  letters,  dif- 
daincd 
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dained  literary  honours,  and  never  obtained  them, 
feoth  were  feparated  frotn  the  world  which  offered 
to  them  its  attradions ;  and  they  were  feen  with  a 
t>hilofophy,  I  was  going  to  fay  with  a  mifanthropy, 
almoft  equal,  plunging  themfelves  into  folitude^ 
and  murmuring  there  agaiiift  the  frivolity  of  their 
Hge;  Both  excited  the  refentment  of  a  man  of  the 
moft  Univcrfal  genius :  the  republican  prefcrved 
the  deportment  of  a  fage  before  the  adverfary  who 
degraded  himfelf  by  the  attack :  the  French  politi^i 
cian  anfwered  him  with  the  morolity  of  an  atrabelle* 
Hous  writer ;  and  in  feeking  to  avenge  himfelf  he 
teafed  to  be  juft. 

Death^  which  pays  nd  refpeft  to  iublime  virtues 
6r  great  talents,   has  precipitated  thefe  illuflriou^ 
Hvals  into  the  tomb :  but  his  fcythe  has  no  power 
over  their  works^  which  wifdom  guards  from  its  at-  ' 
tempts. 

I  have  traked  in  the  two  preceding  chapters  tha 
ideas  of  RpufTeau  on  the  conflitution  which  he  be- 
lieved  to  be  agreeable  to  the  fituation  of  Poland  ; 
and  I  omitted  nothing  which  makes  a  part  of  his 
lyftem.  I  (halL  now  endeavour  to  explain  that  of 
the  Abbe  de  Mabli,  in  which  I  warn  my  readers 
hot  to  expert  that  brilliancy  df  new  thoughts,  fo 
fublime  and  fo  original,  which  chara<fberifes  fho 
t)rodu6tions  of  the  philofophical  republican; 

I  ought  to  commence  by  obferving,  that  tha 
trork  which  I  am  going  to  analyfe  was  finilhed  in 
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the  appearance  of  ftotible^  which  to  them  feedi 
likely  to  endure ;  and  if  they  have  not  fome  ftrong 
tie  to  make  them  continue  in  the  midft  of  injuftice^ 
they  will  turn  their  regards  towards  fome  other 
country,  or  forai  wiflies  that  their  own  may  be  fub- 
jugated  by  a  power  who  will  change  their  terrors 
into  a  calm.  This  is  to  a  ftate  the  lad:  extreme  of 
misfortune. 

It  was  not  the  fault  of  many  bad  citizens  that 
France  has  efcaped  the  ^fflidion  of  this  dreadful 
calamity :  we  have  feen  them  threatening  her  with 
depopulation,  by  advertifmg  their  eftates,  in  order 
to  go  and  grub  up  the" ground  in  America;  while 
— 43thers  were  exciting  foreign  Courts  to  take  advantage 
bf  her  diflentions  by  declaring  war,  and  fending 
back  her  illuftrSous  fugitive)^  preceded  by  fanguinary 
troops  :  happily  thefe  projefts,  the  offspring  of 
frenzy  and  ungovernable  pride,  have  vanilhed  as 
the  exhalations  of  impotent  rage  :  the  hufbandmen 
of  France  will  not  abandon  their  country  in  the 
moment  when  (he  offers  them  the  moft  fertile 
laqds :  the  ftates  which  environ  her  and  obfervc  all 
her  movements,  aftonifhed  at  the  vigour  of  a  body 
animated  with  new  life,  will  hot  be  fo  imprudent 
as  to  attack  her  at  the  ihftant  of  her  roufing  and 
becoming  niore  terrible  than  ever. 

The  Abb6  de  Mabli,  fol-  giving  to  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  powers  all  the  force  neceflkry  to 
rcaintaih  public  order,  is  willing  to  render  them 
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<very  diilindt,  and  keep  them  wholly  feparate..  He 
requires  that  tbje  diet  in  which  the  firft  of  theTe 
powers  mud  refide^  J9^ould  poflefs  nothing  in  com* 
moTi  ^vith  the  king  and  fenate :  and  while  the  diet 
is  Qccvipied  i^  creating  new  laws,  or  in  modifying 
th^  old  onesj  nothing  ought  according  to  him  to 
coi)£radi<%  its  audiority.  The  place  and  the  time 
neceflary  for  its  convocation  ihould  be  fixed  by  it« 
felf  onlyp  unlefs  unforefeen  circumftaaces  or  immi- 
nent perils  ihoiuld  require  an  extraordinary  con- 
•yoQition^ 

He  exalts  the  perfon  of  each  member  of  the  le- 
giilative  body  above  all  other  powers  but  t^at  of 
which  he  makes  a  part.  *'  From  the  moment  that 
^^  a  nuncio  is  named  ((ays  he)  until  that  in  which 
^^  he  ronders  an  account  to  his  dietine,  it  might 
*'  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  have  him  diftinguifhed  by 
^'  fome  badge  which  might  make  him  known;  for 
^^  at  all  times  bis  perfon  Jhtmld be  facred  attd  imjiolable9 
*^  and  »f  he  is  accufed  of  any  offence  unworthy  of 
^*  hivtij  complaint  Qaould  be  made  only  to  thp  diet» 
*^  tliere  he  would  be  acquitted  if  innocent :  if 
'^  guilty  he  would  be  fent  back  to  his  palatinate^ 
^^  as  excluded  from  the  right  of  repreienting  it.  If 
^^  he  has  committed  any  ad:  of  violence  or  injuilice. 
**  which  deferves  feverer  punifhmenc,  he  ought 
"  not  to  be  arrefted  otherwife  than  by  being  put 
^^  into  the  hands  of  the  mar&al  of  the  dif  t,  who 
M  Ihould  aafwer  for  his  perfon :  If  liis  pe«$  judge 
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:v.!ic*'  'hciil J  degrade  him  ;  dcfpoilhim 
at-i;,^!'  :r  his  diixnitv  ;,  and  fend  him  to 
'.•••■rjnals,  to  be  there  tried  and  pu- 
.::lu  iccoirding  to  the  laws." 
nil  Of  chcic  ideas  have  been  adopted  by  the  na- 
'.oiiai  aiiembly  of  France,     Perhaps  it  might  have 
'x:cn  prudent  in  fuch  tumultuous  circumftances  as 
the  prefent  to  authorize  their  members  to  bear  fome 
mark  of  diftinftion  during  the  time  of  their  miffion^ 
in  order  to  fhelter  them  from  all  infvilts.     By  this 
fuch  perfons  as   may  now    offend   them  without 
knowing  who  they  are,  would  be  left  without  an 
cxcufe  :  and  no  ftranger  would  then  dare  to  min- 
gle among  them,  and  give  obfcurity  to  the  expedi- 
tious means  employed  for  afcertaining  a  majority  of 
fuffrages. 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  infifts,  «*  that  all  men 
**  charged  with  the  functions  of  nuncio  be  irrc- 
**  proachable  :  that  they  (hall  not  be  branded  with 
**  any  aft  of  injuftice  :  and  that  whoever  has  once 
^^  difobeyed  the  decrees  of  the  tribunals  fhall  be 
^'  excluded  from  the  honour  of  reprefenting  his 
**  province." 

Ipleafe  myfelf  with  believing,  that  if  a  law  con- 
ceived in  this  fpirit  had  been  paffed  before  the  con- 
vocation of  the  national  affembly,  none  of  the 
members  which  compofe  it  would  have  been  ex- 
cluded :  all  are  without  doubt  irreproachable  :  but 
for  future  Icgiflaturcs,  a  rule  conformable  to  the 
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opinion  of  the  Abbe  de  Mabli  would  not  be  fuper- 
fluous. 

According  to  the  fame  author,  *^  no  gentleman 
^^  without  property,  or  who  exercifes  any  domef- 
**  tic  employment  in  the  houfe  of  another  gentle- 
^*  man,  or' in  the  adminiftration  of  his  eftates, 
*^  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  honour  of  repre-r 
^*  fentation  as  nuncio  to  the  diet." 

The  rcafon  he  affigns  for  this  exclufion  is,^^  that 
^^  a  man  fubmitted  to  the  orders  of  a  mafter,  is  un- 
*^  worthy  of  enjoying  a  fufFrage  which  is  to  decide 
^^  the  laws  of  a  free  people.'* . 

One  of  the  political  points  on  which  Roufleau 
and  the  Abb^.  Mabli  are  the  moft  agreed  is,  that 
the  executive  power  is  the  enemy  of  the  legijlativc 
power  I  and  that  it  is  therefore  neceflary  to  weaken 
the  former  by  dividing  it.  But  they  are  of  very 
different  opinions  refpefting  the  manner  of  confer- 
fing  the  crown :  Rouffeau  pretends,  that /row  the 
moment  in  which  itjhall  ceafe  to  be  eleSiive,  the  Po^ 
landers  may  bid  adieu  to  liberty ;  and  M.  de  Mabli 
on  the  contrary  maintains  that  it  is  very  important- 
for  them  to  render  it  hereditary;  but  he  advifes  them 
to  guard  againft  giving  it  to  an  elector  of  Saxony ,  or 
to  any  other  prince  who  fhall  have  a  fovereignty 
out  of  their  ftates.  He  alleges  that  all  .good  pa- 
uiots  in  England  fee  with  regret  their  king  polfefs 
the  eleftorate  of  Hanover,  becaufe  he  can  draw  the 
gleans  of  corruption  from  his  foreign  fubjeds. 

He 
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*•  caceU  ill  ibc  code  of  laws  they  fay  only,  accord^ 
••  :iif  :&  ritr  zrririxgj  dUpc/iud  in  the  archives. ^^ 

it  uius  jsjige (of  which  I  ftiU  doubt)  has  really  exift*- 
^QCK.  sG  Poland,  it  refledts  difgrace  upon  the  diet.  Se^ 
ere:  laws;  laws  which  are  not  publiihed  in  the  face  of 
God  and  men  are  the  arfenals  of  the  word  of  tyranny. 
The  parliaments  of  France  have  alfo  had  their  fecret 
regifters,  where  ccaain  edids  were, when  enregifter* 
od  y  infcribed  with  claufes  very  di  fferent  from  thofe  en^ 
tercd  in  the  public  regifters.  This  is  one  of  thejufl: 
caufes  of  reproach   againft  thefe  courts,    which 
ought  to  have  neither  private  laws  nor  private  arets» 
It  was  their  part  to  enregifter  openly,  and  public- 
ly, all  equitable  and  neceflary  ediAs;  to  protefl: 
with,  the  fame  openncfs  againft  fuch  as  appeared  to 
them  to  be  contrary  tojuftice^or  to  the  privileges 
of  the  nation,  and  to  prefer  the  lofs  of  their  olSces, 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  exile,  rather  than  facri- 
iice  the  intcrefts  of  the  people:  that  was  the  proper 
courage  of  magiftraxes;  and  it  would  have  been  as 
glorious  as  that  of  their  military  countrymen  if  it 
had  been  always  as  watchful.     This  firmnefs  which 
che  nation  would  have  found  fo  beneficial,  if  pror 
perly  exerted,  has  Ihewn  itfelf  too  much  on  puerile 
xjccafions,  and  from  perional  motives :  and  govern- 
ment, which  has  frequently  abufed  the  weaknefs  of 
<hcfc  courts,  has  never  been  able  to  free  itfelf  from 
their  ill  employed  refiftance.    Happily  the  bodies 
vbich  were  difpgfed  to  opprefe  the  nation,  and  thofe 
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ivhich  pretended  to  have  alone  the  right  of  defend- 
ing it,  have  commited  fo  many  faults,  that  a  nevr- 
order  of  things  is  about  to  fucceed  to  that  under 
which  the  rights  of  Frenchmen  were  fo  langburied,* 
The  remedy  of  all  thofc  evils,  which  were  every 
day  accumulating  on  their  heads,  pointed  out  fo 
continually  by  the  author  of  the  work  which  I  have 
juft  been  analyfing,  has  been  at  length  employed, 
imd  may  France  experience  all  the  falutary  efFefts 
which  are  proniifed  by  it.  The  date  is  at  this  mo- 
ment like  a  fick  perfon  ftruggling  under  a  violent 
crifis,  but  who  muft  when  it  is  over  foon  enjoy 
full  vigour,  and  more  fiourifhing  health  than  that 
which  preceded  the  danger.    • 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  fliewshimfelf  even  more  ti- 
mid, more  circumfpedt,  than  Roufleau,  on  the 
queftion  of  transforming  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Poland  into  citizens,  and  franchizing  her 
huftandmen :  fo  much  can  ftrong  national  preju- 
dices awe  the  moft  courageous  writers,  and  make 
them  fupprefs  their  wilhes  and  their  affeftions ! 

^'  If  it  were  poflible  (fays  the  Abbe  de  Mably) 
**  to  give  the  burgeffes  of  the  cities  fome  fliare  in 
^*  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  thus  render 
*^  them  members  of  a  republic  of  which  they  are 
**  but  the  unhappy  fubjefts;  if  it  were  poffibie  to 
**  deprive  the  lords  of  the  power  of  fovcreign  pr  fi* 
**  nal  judgment,  by  which  they  opprcfs  the  inhabit*- 
"  ants  of  their  eftates:  if  it  were  poflible  to  ^reft 
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the  appearance  of  ftotible^  which  to  them  {eem 
likely  to  cndtrrc ;  and  if  they  have  not  fome  ftrong 
tie  to  make  them  conunue  in  the  midft  of  injuftice^ 
they  will  torn  their  regards  towards  fome  other 
country,  or  forqa  wiflies  that  their  own  may  be  fuh- 
jugated  by  a  power  who  will  change  their  terrors 
into  a  calm.  This  is  to  a  ftate  the  laft  extreme  of 
misfortune. 

It  was  not  the  fault  of  many  bad  citizens  that 
France  hais  efcaped  the  affliAion  of  this  dreadful 
calamity :  we  have  feen  them  threatening  her  with 
flepbpulation,  by  advertifmg  their  eftates^  in  order 
to  go  and  grub  pp  the  ground  in  America;  while 
--^others  were  exciting  foreign  Courts  to  take  advantage 
bif  her  diflentions  by  declaring  war,  and  fending 
back  her  illuftrious  fugitive);  preceded  by fangujnary 
troops  :  happily  thefe  projefts,  the  offspring  of 
frenzy  and  ungovernable  pride,  have  vanilhed  as 
the  exhalations  of  impotent  rage  :  the  hufbandmen 
of  France  will  not  abandon  their  country  in  the 
moment  when  (he  offers  them  the  moft  fertile 
laqds :  the  ftates  which  environ  her  and  obferve  all 
her  movements,  aflonifhed  at  the  vigour  of  a  body 
animated  with  new  life,  will  not  be  fo  imprudent 
as  to  attack  her  at  the  inftant  of  her  roufing  and 
becoming  niore  terrible  than  ever. 

The  Abb^  de  Mabli,  fol*  giving  to  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  powers  all  the  force  neceflkry  to 
IT aintain  public  order,  is  willing  to  render  them 
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daincd  literary  honours,  and  never  obtained  them, 
feoth  were  feparated  froth  the  world  which  offered 
to  them  its  attradions;  aiid  they  were  feen  with  ^ 
t>hilofophy,  I  was  going  to  fay  with  a  niifanthropy, 
alnioft  equals  plunging  themfelves  into  folitude^ 
and  murmuring  there  agaiiift  the  frivolity  of  their 
age:  Both  excited  the  refeiltment  of  a  man  of  the 
mofl  Univerfal  genius :  the  republican  prefcrved 
the  deportment  of  a  fage  before  the  adverfary  who 
degraded  himfelf  by  the  attack :  the  French  politi? 
cian  anfwered  him  with  the  moroiity  of  an  atrabelle* 
Hous  writer ;  and  in  feeking  to  avenge  himfelf  he 
ceafed  to  be  juft, 

Death^  which  pays  nd  refpeft  to  fublime  virtues 
6r  great  talents,   has  precipitated  thefe  illufbiouS 
i'ivals  into  the  tomb :  but  his  fcythe  has  no  power 
over  their  works^  which  wifdom  guards  from  its  at-  ^ 
tenipts. 

I  have  traked  in  the  two  preceding  chapters  tha 
ideas  of  Rpuffeau  on  the  conflitupipn  which  he  be- 
lieved  to  be  agreeable  to  the  fituation  of  Poland  ; 
and  I  omitted  nothing  which  makes  a  part  of  hid 
lyftem.  I  (haU  now  endeavour  to  explain  that  o£ 
the  Abbe  de  Mabli,  in  which  I  warn  my  readera 
hot  to  expert  that  brilliancy  of  new  thoughts,  fi> 
fublime  and  fo  original,  which  chara^fberifes  fho 
t)rodu6tions  of  the  philofophical  republican; 

I  ought  to  commence  by  obferving,  that  tha 
trork  which  I  am  going  to  analyfe  was  fiailhe^  in 
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him  giiilty,  they  fliould  degrade  him ;  defpoil  hiiu 
*^  of  the  badges  of  his  dignity  ;,  and  fend  him  to 
•^  the  ordinary  tribunals,  to  be  there  tried  and  pu-. 
**  niflied  according  to  the  laws." 

Part  of  thcfe  ideas  have  been  adopted  by  the  na- 
tional aflTcmbly  of  France.  Perhaps  it  might  have 
been  prudent  in  fuch  tumultuous  circumftances  as 
the  prefent  to  authorize  their  members  to  bear  fom© 
mark  of  diftinftion  during  the  time  of  their  miflion, 
in  order  to  fhelter  them  from  all  infults.  By  this 
fuch  perfons  as  may  now  offend  them  without: 
knowing  who  they  are,  would  be  left  without  an 
cxcufe  :  and  no  ftranger  would  then  dare  to  min-. 
gle  among  them,  and  give  obfcurity  to  the  expedi- 
tious means  employed  for  afcertaining  a  majority  of 
fufFrages. 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  infifts,  "  that  all  men 
**  charged  with  the  functions  of  nuncio  be  irrc- 
^^  proachable  :  that  they  (hall  not  be  branded  with 
**  any  aft  of  injuftice  :  and  that  whoever  has  once 
^^  difobeyed  the  decrees  of  the  tribunals  Ihall  be 
*^  excluded  from  the  honour  of  reprefenting  his 
^^  province/' 

'  Lpleafe  myfelf  with  believing,  that  if  a  law  con- 
ceived in  this  fpirit  had  been  paffed  before  the  con- 
vocation of  the  national  affembly,  none  of  the 
members  which  compofe  it  would  have  been  ex- 
dluded  :  all  are  without  doubt  irreproachable  :  but 
for  future  legiilatures,  a  rule  conformable  to  the 
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very  dlftuift,  and  keep  them  wholly  feparate..  He 
requires  that  tbjc  diet  in  which  the  firft  of  thefe 
powers  mud  refide^  iSbiould  poflefs  nothing  in  com- 
mon Nvith  the  king  and  fenate :  and  while  the  diet 
is  occupied  i^  creating  new  laws,  or  in  modifying 
th^  old  onesj  nothing  ought  according  to  him  to 
cootradift  its  ai^hority.  The  place  and  the  time 
neceflary  for  its  convocation  (hould  be  fixed  by  it« 
felf  onlyp  unlefs  unforeseen  circumftaxices  or  immi- 
nent perils  ihould  require  an  extraordinary  con* 
-vocation. 

He  exalts  the  perfon  of  each  member  of  the  le- 
giflative  body  above  all  other  powers  but  that  of 
which  he  makes  a  part.  '^  From  the  moment  that 
^^  a  nuncio  is  named  ((ays  he)  until  that  in  which 
^^  he  renders  an  account  to  his  dietine^  it  mighic 
*'  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  have  him  diftinguiftied  by 
*^  fome  badge  which  might  make  him  kjiown ;  for 
^  ^  at  all  times  bis  perfon  Jhtmid  be  facred  and  iwuiolable  9 
*^  and  K  he  is  accufedof  any  offence  unworthy  of 
^^  him,  complaint  Ihould  be  made  only  to  the  dieu 
^^  there  he  would  be  acquitted  if  innocent :  if 
'^  guilty  he  would  be  fent  back  to  his  palatinate^ 
^^  as  excluded  from  the  right  of  repreienting  it*.  If 
'^  he  has  committed  any  adt  of  violence  or  injuftice. 
^'  which  deferves  feverer  punilhmenc,  he  oughjt 
*^  not  to  be  arretted  otherwife  than  by  being  put 
^^  into  the  hands  of  the  marihal  of  tt^e  dift^  who 
'^  Ihould  anfwer  for  his  perfon :  if  liispecH  judge 

Z  4  :  ^  him 


54?  Ah  Analyfts  cf  the  Work  of  the 

**  cated  in  the  code  of  laws  they  fay  only,  accord^ 
^^  ittg  to  the  writing  J  depofited  in  the  archives  ^ 

If  this  ufage  (of  which  { ftili  doubt)  has  really  exid* 
ence  in  Poland,  it  refieds  difgrace  upon  the  diet.  Se^ 
cret  laws;  laws  which  are  not  publiihed  in  the  face  of 
God  and  men  are  the  arfenals  of  the  worft  of  tyranny. 
The  parliamenu  of  France  havealfo  had  their  fecret 
regifters,  where  certain  edicts  were^  when  enregifter^ 
od ,  infcribed  with  clau  fes  very  di  fferent  from  thofe  en- 
tered in  the  public  regifters.  This  is  one  of  the  jufl: 
caufes  of  reproach   againft  thefe  courts,    which 
ought  to  hare  neither  private  laws  oor  private  arets. 
It  was  thdr  part  to  enregifter  openly,  and  public- 
ly, all  equitable  and  necefiary  edifts;  to  pcote£b 
wiihtlie  fame  openncfs  again  Q:  fuch  as  appeared  to 
them  CO  be  contrary  to  juftice'or  to  the  privileges 
of  the  nation,  and  to  prefer  the  lofs  of  their  ofices, 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  exile,  rather  than  facri- 
fice  the  intcrefts  of  the  people:  that  was  the  proper 
courage  of  magiftraxes;  and  it  would  have  been  as 
glorious  as  that  of  their  military  countrymen  if  it 
had  been  always  as  watchful.     This  firmnefs  whick 
the  nation  would  have  found  fo  beneficial,  if  pror 
perly  exerted,  has  Ihewn  itfelf  too  much  on  puerile 
occafions,  and  from  peribnal  motives:  and  govern- 
ment, which  has  frequently  abufed  the  weaknefs  of 
<hcfc  courts,  has  never  been  able  to  free  itfelf  from 
their  ill  employed  refiftance.    Happily  the  bodies 
vhich  were  difpc)fed  to  opprefs  the  nation,  and  thofe 
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opinion  of  the  Abbe  de  Mabli  would  not  be  fuper- 
fluous. 

According  to  the  fame  author,  **  no  gentleman 
^*  without  property,  or  who  exercifes  any  domef- 
"  tic  employment  in  the  houfe  of  another  gentle- 
^*  man,  or'  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  eftates, 
**  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  honour  of  rcpre^. 
^*  fentation  as  nuncio  to  the  diet." 

The  reafon  he  affigns  for  this  exclufion  is,  **  that 
•^  a  man  fubmitted  to  the  orders  of  a  mafter,  is  un- 
**  worthy  of  enjoying  a  fufFrage  which  is  to  decide 
^^  the  laws  of  a  free  people.'* . 

One  of  the  political  points  on  which  Roufleau 
and  the  Abb6  Mabli  are  the  moil  agreed  is,  that 
the  executive  power  is  the  oiemy  of  the  legijlative 
power  I  and  that  it  is  therefore  neceflary  to  weaken 
the  former  by  dividing  it.  But  they  are  of  very 
different  opinions  refpedting  the  manner  of  confer- 
f  ing  the  crown :  Rouffeau  pretends,  xh2iX.from  the 
moment  in  which  it /hall  ceafe  to  he  ele^ive,  the  Po^ 
landers  may  bid  adieu  to  liberty ;  and  M.  de  Mabli 
on  the  contrary  maintains  that  it  is  very  important- 
for  them  to  render  it  hereditary;  but  he  advifes  them 
to  guard  againft  giving  it  to  an  ele£ior  of  Saxony y  or 
to  any  other  prince  who  (hall  have  a  fovereignty 
out  of  their  ftates.  He  alleges  that  alLgood  pa- 
uiots  in  England  fee  with  regret  their  king  poflefs 
the  eledorate  of  Hanover,  becaufe  he  can  draw  the 
gleans  of  corruption  from  his  foreign  fubjeds. 

He 


^jd  -i*f  Jfkilsfis  of  the  Wwri  of  the 

^^  tribuhah  where  the  peafants  might  appeal,  with 
**  (bme  hopes  of  (uccefs,  io  the  laws  of  humanity,- 
**  it  would  be  rendering  the  moft  imponahi  fer- 
*^  vices  to  Poland :  biit  this  is  not  a  time  to  think 
^*  of  futh  eftabliihments :  we  muft  not  eveti  fufFer 
*^  it  to  bi  known  that  we  haVc  fuch  ideas :  it  would 
^*  give  alarm  to  thofe  ancieiit  prejudices  whith  art 
^^  too  much  refpefted:** 
J  What !  is  th6  Abbe  fo  prodigal  of  his  talents  and  of 
iiii  kriotHedge  in  legiflation  as  to  give  a  plan  6f  go- 
Irerntheht  to  a  people  with  whom  it  is  not  yet  a  time 
to  claim  the  firft  rights  of  man  ?  Not  yet  a  time 
to  mak^  a  burgcfs  a  citizen;  a  hulbandman  a  free 
being,  ind  grant  him  the  privilege  of  demahding 
juftice  at  fome  other  tribunal  befides  that  of  his  op- 
preffor  ?  If  the  nobles  of  Poland ;  if  the  tonfede- 
rates  could  not  in  the  year  1771  undcrftand  thefc 
truths  fo  (imple  and  fo  natural,  they  were  unworthy 
of  the  couhfels  of  two  wife  legiflatorsj  and  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  abandon  them  to  the 
Jluffians ;  and  to  leave  them  without  pity  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  law  of  the  ftrongeft. 

The  Abb6  de  Mabli  gives  much  praife  to  the 
ufage  eftablifhed  in  Poland  of  appointing  ne^ 
judges  every  year  to  hold  the  courts  of  juftice, 
**  If  it  happens  (fayshe)  that  under  pretence  of  hav- 
**  ii^  judges  more  informed,  and  deceived  by  the 
**  cuftom  which  prevails  in  fome  provinces  of  Eu- 
**  rope,  it  Ihould  be  propofed  to  render  the  magi- 
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which  pretended  to  have  alone  the  right  of  defend- 
ing it,  have  commited  fo  many  faults,  that  a  new- 
order  of  things  is  about  to  fucceed  to  that  under 
which  the  rights  of  Frenchmen  were  fo  lang.buried^ 
The  remedy  of  all  thofc  evils,  which  were  every 
day  accumulating  on  their  heads,  pointed  out  fo 
continually  by  the  author  of  the  work  which  I  have 
juft  been  analyfing,  has  been  at  length  employed, 
raid  may  France  experience  all  the  falutary  efFefts 
which  are  promifed  by  it.  The  (late  is  at  this  mo* 
nient  like  a  iick  perfon  flruggling  under  a  violent 
crifis,  but  who  muft  when  it  is  over  foon  enjoy- 
full  vigour,  and  more  fiourilhing  health  than  that 
which  preceded  the  danger*    • 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  fliewshimfelf  even  more  ti- 
mid, more  circumfpeft,  than  Roufleau,  on  the 
ijueftion  of  transforming  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Poland  into  citizens,  and  franchizing  her 
hulbandmen :  fo  much  can  ftrong  national  preju- 
dices awe  the  moft  courageous  writers,  and  make 
them  fupprefs  their  wifhes  and  their  affedions ! 

*^  If  it  were  poflible  (fays  the  Abbe  de  Mably) 
**  to  give  the  burgeffes  of  the  cities  fome  fliare  in 
**  the  adminiftration  of  juflrice,  and  thus  render 
**  them  members  of  a  republic  of  which  they  are 
*^  but  the  unhappy  fubjefts;  if  it  were  poffible  to 
**  deprive  the  lords  of  the  power  ot  fovcreign  or  fi* 
**  nal  judgment,  by  which  they  opprcfs  the  inhabit'^ 
•^  ants  of  their  eftatcs:  if  it  were  poflible  to  creft 
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^^  tributiah  where  the  peafants  might  appeal,  witK 
**  (bme  hopes  of  fuccefs,  io  the  laws  of  humanity^ 
"  it  would  be  rendering  the  moft  important  fer- 
*^  vices  to  Poland :  biit  this  is  not  a  time  to  think 
^*  of  futh  eftabliihments :  we  muft  not  eveti  fufFer 
•^  it  to  bit  kno^n  that  we  have  fuch  ideas :  it  would 
^*  give  alarm  to  thofe  ancieiit  prejudices  whith  art 
^^  too  much  refpedted:** 
J  What !  is  tht  Abbe  fo  prodigal  of  his  talents  and  of 

• 

hii  kiiotHedge  in  legiflatlon  as  to  give  a  plan  6f  go- 
terntheht  to  a  people  with  whom  it  is  not  yet  a  time 
to  claim  the  firft  rights  of  man  ?  Not  yet  a  time 
to  mak^  a  burgcfs  a  citizen;  a  hufbandman  a  free 
beings  ind  grant  him  the  privilege  of  demahding 
juftice  at  fome  other  tribunal  befides  that  of  his  op- 
preffor  ?  If  the  nobles  of  Poland ;  if  the  tonfede- 
rates  could  not  in  the  year  1771  underftand  thefc 
truths  fo  fimple  and  fo  natural,  they  were  unworthy 
of  the  coiinfels  of  two  wife  legiflatorsj  and  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  abandon  them  to  the 
Jluffians ;  ind  to  leave  them  without  pity  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  law  of  the  ftrongeft. 

The  Abb^  de  Mabli  gives  much  praife  to  the 
ufage  eftablifhed  in  Poland  of  appointing  ne^^ 
judges  every  year  to  hold  the  courts  of  juftice. 
**  If  it  happens  (fayshe)  that  under  pretence  of  hav- 
*^  ii^  judges  more  informed,  and  deceived  by  the 
**  cuftom  which  prevails  in  fome  provinces  of  Eu- 
**  rope,  it  Ihould  be  propofed  to  render  the  magi- 
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**  {leriai  offices  of  your  fuperior  courts  perpetual^ 
**  rejed  the  cftabliftiment  ^  pernicious,  and  con- 
*^  trary  to  the  public  welfare.  In  the  prefent  form,' 
"if  the  judges  are  pervetfe  or  ill-intentioned,  the? 
*'  inconveniency  is  (hort  and  tranfient,  and  yoii 
*^  may  confole  yourfelves  under  the  prefent  evil 
**  by  hoping  foon  to  have  judges  more  enlightened 
'*  and  more  juft:  corruption  can  not  eftablHh  itfclf' 
'^  in  tribunals  where  the  officers  are  continually 
**  changed,  as  in  thofe  where  the  {ame  judges  ex**> 
*^  ercife  the  magiftracy  for  life:  ,  neither  can  they 
^^  form  there  a  jurifprudence  on  pfadice,  which  is 
'*  proper  only  to  ruin  the  authority  of  the  laws*'* 

I  agree  with  the  Abbe  de  Mably  that  per^ 
tnanent  bodies  are  among  the  greateft  inconveni^* 
ences  which  can  be  introduced  into  a  ftate ;  becaufc 
they  form  clafles  of  citizens  who  feparating  fronot 
the  main  body  fortify  themfelves,  and  abufe  the 
fimon  of  their  powers  in  order  to  obtaia  an  au-^ 
thority  ofcen  fuperior  to  the  laws,  and  to  arrogate 
privileges  dellruftive  to  equality :  but  I  grant  a£ 
the  fame  time  that  the  fpirit  of  juftice,  of  gene- 
roGty,  of  courage,  animate  and  eledbrify  thefe  bodies^ 
in  a  more  powerful  degree  than  the  uniocorporatedft 
individuals  of  fociety  :  we  have  feen  companies* 
adopt  fuch  heroic  and  magnanimous  rcfolutions  w 
have  aflonifhed  their  fellow  citizens ;  aitid  that  be- 
caufe  they  had  the  reputation  of  tkeir  body  to  fup- 
port,    Tbere  aee  fomcdiaes'  jo  the  interior  of  a^ 
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ftate  certain  affociations,  as  of  the  army,  or  of  fonlt 
particular  regiments,  which  would  fuffer  themfelvrt 
to  be  deftroyed,  from  the  colonel  to  the  lowed 
foldier,  rather  than  tarniOi  their  ancient  renown.  It 
is  not  perhaps  the  bodies  which  ought  to  be  chan- 
ged, but  the  fpirit  of  fuch  bodies  where  it  is  become 
corrupt. 

Although  it  feemed  to  the  Abbe  de  Mably  that 
perverfe  judges  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  tranfient 
inconveniency,  yet  furely  the  inconveniency  was  not 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  during  the  continuance  of  their 
magiftracy  :  for  it  is  not  a  fad:  that  a  citizen  who 
is  condemned,  and  who  in  virtue  of  an  unjuft  {^n* 
tence  lofcs  his  fortune  or  his  honour,  can  conjole  him* 
felf  under  the  prefent  evil  by  hoping  foon  to  have  judges 
more  enlightened  and  more  juji.    What  would  it  avail 
to  a  man  fUgmatized  or  ruined  without    having 
merited  the  misfortune,  that  more  equitable  magif- 
trates  would  one  day  take  the  place  of  thofe  who 
had  plunged  him  into  aprobrium  or  mifer)',  lince  his 
trial  once  terminated  by  the  former  would  not  be 
recognized  by  the  latter  ? 

I  fliould  rather  chufe  to  leave  the  members  of 
tribunals  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions  fo  long 
as  their  decifions  are  conformable  to  law,  and  that 
they  had  the  public  voice  in  their  favour :  but  on 
the  firfl:  decree  which  fliould  be  found  to  be  illegal, 
1  would  have  the  council  of  reviflion  fet  afide  both 
the  fentence,  and  the  judges  who  had  figncd  it ; 

and 


tnd  make  t  report  of  the  tett  o^  the  law  which 
had  been  violated  by  them. 

Such  a  praftice  would  be  produfkive  of  many 
good  efTcfts*  In  the  firft  place  all  candidates  for 
magifterial  offices  Would  perceive  that  the  duration 
of  their  miniftry  muft  depend  on  the  conformity' of 
their  decrees  with  the  laws,  and  they  would  confe- 
quently  fludy  them  and  make  themfelves  perfeftly 
acquainted  with  their  fpirit. 

In  the  fecond  place,  all  the  magiftrates  called  to 
the  decifion  of  a  caufe,  being  bound  to  give  their 
opinion  in  writing,  would  pay  the  ftrideft  atten- 
tion to  the  proceedings,  and  not  lightly  hazard  their 
fuffrages  on  any  report  which  might  be  made  to 
them. 

In  fine,  there  would  be  an  emulation  among  all 
the  members  of  the  tribunals  for  holding  theif 
offices  as  long  as  poffible ;  and  the  honour  of  feni* 
ority  would  be  no  longer  the  weak  reward  of  year3 
but  the  diitinguifliing  recompence  of  perfevering 
integrity. 

The  Abb6  de  Mably  is  much  better  ^iheltered 
from  all  reafonable  contradiction  when  he  advifei 
the  Polanders  to  avoid  in  their  negociations,  andia 
what  is  called  the  department  of  foreign  affairs^  all 
fecret  intentions ;  and  to  fubftitute  a  free  and  public 
conduA,  for  thofe  little  arts  of  our  cabinets  whicl^ 
men  of  moderate  talents  deem  fp  important.  ^^  I 
f  ^.  would  not  (fays  he)  fuffer  that  myftery  which  is 
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oicacions,  the  people  fliould  have  been  mad^ 
fcnfible  chac  excommuoicatioD  was  incurred  by 
not  fuffering  thofc  who  had  (carcely  any  property 
to  pay  a  heavy  impoft,  and  tbofe  who  had  ricli 
poflcffioDs  to  be  exempt  from  paying  any. — 
The  people,  however  ftupid,  however  ignorant 
they  might  be,  would  have  comprehended  that  it 
Tas  an  a&  of  injufticc  in  ^^y^clergy ;  and  that  bo- 
dy, upon  finding  their  auifttBtts  without  effed, 
would  have  paid  their  quota  of  impoft,  and  fenc 
ont  no  more  denunciations. 

Albert  might  poflibly,  by  the  power  of  his 
troof»,  have  fupponed  himfelf  on  the  SwediOt 
throne,  if  he  had  afiefled  bis  alarming  impcA  on 
the  eftates  of  the  clergy  alone :  but  he  was  fo  im- 
politic as  to  extend  it  to  all  property  without  di- 
ftin&ioo :  the  revolt  became  general :  all  orders, 
the  richeft  and  the  pooreft  were  equally  im«refted 
in  the  event;  and  either  the  wliole  nation  muft 
have  been  exterminated  or  Albeit  driven  from  the- 
throne. 

Queen  Margaret  obtained  the  fevour  of  the  cler- 
gy, by  reinftating  them  in  all  thejf  privileges :  and 
thekings  of  Dcmnark  conciliated  their  protedUon  by 
confirming  their  privileges;  but  they  alienated 
the  hearts  of  the  nobles  by  introducing  ftrangers 
into  thofe  offices  and  dignities  appropriated  to  no- 
ble Swedes.    They  alfo  rendered  themfelves  odi- 

s  to  the  two  orders  of  burgefles  and  peafants,  by 
calling. 


texld  the  police  of  the  grand  marihal  which  was  li- 
mited to  the  difUnce  of  three  leagues  froiti  Warfaw. 

The  Abb6  de  Mabli  appears  to  me  to  indicate 
to  the  Polanders  but  feeble  and  trifling  means  of 
re-eflabli(hing  their  military  force;  Hi  propofes  tor 
them  to  invite'  foreign  officers  into  their  fervice ;  and 
to  take  Swifs  regimfents  into  their  pay  for  completing, 
the  number  of  their  troops.  He  d6es  not  perceive 
how  he  afterwards  contradifts  himfelf  when  he  fays : 
^'  I  am  perfuaded  that  in  fpite  of  the  bed  eftablilh-' 
^^  ments  for  fecuring  the  empire  of  the  laws^  and 
^'  oppoiing  the  birth  of  arbitary  power^  a  people 
V  will  always  end  in  ilavery  if  each  citizen  does 
*^  not  believe  himfelf  deftined  to  be  a  foldier.  We 
*^  know  what  has  been  the  fate  of  all  thdfe  coward- 
^'  ly,  indolent,  and  inconfiderate  nations,  who  for 
*^  difembarraffing  themfelves  from  the  fatigues  and 
'^  the  dangers  of  war,  have  confided  to  mercenaries 
'^  the  care  of  defending  them.  Inftead  (con* 
*^  tiniies  he)  of  the  military  order  which  reigns  irt 
*^  Switzerland,  let  us  fuppofe  their  force  to  confift 
'^^  always  of  mercenary  foldiers,  and  we  (hould  fooil 
*^  fee  liberty,  peace,  and  good  fortune  take  their 
•^  flight/' 

It  is  true  that  thefe  meafures  of  inviting  oflicers 
from  other  nations,  and  enrolling  foreign  regiments 
were  advifed  only  as  temporary  expedients ;  and 
that  the  Abbe  announces  a  time  when  they  may 
direft  {^  that  no  gentleman  (hall  be  capable  of  en* 
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•^  employed  iii  negociations  :  and  I  will  vehturrf  «* 
**  aflure  thofc  politicians  who  envelop  themfelvei 
**  with  fo  much  care  that  they  are  frequently  dif- 
**  covered  ;  that  when*  they  arc  not,  they  are  never 
**  believed;  and  that  thus* all  their  pains  are  lofl:. 
^^  Men  cannot  a<5t  too  openly  if  they  would  not 
**  deceive  or  be  deceived.'*  In  confequcnce,  he 
would  not  have  the  council  for  foreign-  aflfatrs  give 
any  orders  to  the  agents  of  the  republic  without 
having  firft  made  their  report  to  the  fenlte. 

All-  treaties  ought,  accordingto  the  Abb6,  to  be 
concluded  by  the  king  and  the  fenate,  and  ratified 
by  the  general  diet:  without  this  ratification  he 
will  not  allow  them  to  be  coniidered  as  cngage=- 
ments,  or  to  have  the  force  of  law. 

The  Abl>6  de  Mabli  very  juftly  reproaches  the 
Polanders  for  their  want  of  police :  for  the  negli- 
gence of  the  republic  as  to  the  keeping  up  their 
high  ways  :  and  for  the  indifference  with  which 
they  expofe  travellers  to  great  inconveniency  from 
finding  no  afylums  on  their  roads  but  the  den  of  a 
Jew  or  the  hovel  of  a  peafant.  This  obliges  the 
grandees  to  travel  at  much  expence  and  with  a  nu- 
merous efcort. 

He  exhorts  the  Polandcrs  to  make  their  roads 
fecure  from  danger :  to  caufe  inns  to  he  conftrufted 
upon  them  :  to  renounce  the  duty  paid  by  travellei-s 
for  fleeping  on  their  journey ;  a  duty  which  the  in- 
ferior nobility  have  arrogated  ;  and  in  fine  to  ex- 
fend 
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"^  vemment  to  extreme  wetkoersf    I  (hould  like 
^'  to  have  a  nation  which  forms  itfelf,  expofed  td  ' 
*^  perplexing  trials^   they  ^will  exalt  its  charac- 

^*  The  ^oUndcrsirould  be  too  happy  if  theem- 
**  blurraflbfient  of  providing  for  their  occaiion^ 
-^V0iould  accuftom  the  government  to  the  greateft 
-^^  ceconomy :  and  the  law  fhould  order  the>grand 
***  trcafurer,  or  the  council,. to  apply  lefs  to  the  art 
^^  of  .improving  the  fimmces,  than  to  -that  of  doing 
•^*  without  them.* 

If  fuch  counfel  could'be  given  to  and  followed 
by  the  French  at  this  moment ;  if  it  were  poflible 
to  affift  the  adminiArators  of  their  .finances  to  find 
the  art  of  doing  atnibna  tbem^  the  people  would  be 
relieved  from  a  heavy  burden ;  and  their  repre^ 
ffentatives  would  proceed  without  obftacles,  and  in 
•the  midft  of  public  jCecurity,  to  the  ^oeat  end  of 
iCheir  li^urs. 

^^  Let  them  obfeEve  yin  hiftory  (fays  ?the  Abbe 
^*  de  Ma^i)  what  great  things  have^been  done  bf 
^^  poor  nations,:  let  diem  examine  whether  thofe 
^'  who  ha^ve  confidered  monqr  as  the  nerve  of  war 
^'  have  not  been  always  weak,  languiihiog  aid  ufi- 
^^  fortunate.:  they  will  derive  knowledge  from  this 
**  ftudy,  very  favourable  to  the  extraordinary  doc- 
^'  trine  which  I  prefent.  In  a  word,  unlefs  they 
^J  lei^n  how  to  do  many  things  with  .little  jmoney ; 
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^^  joying  honours^  dignities,  offices,  or  reward^ 
^'  under  the  republic,  until  fie  fi«s  ferred  a  certain? 
^  number  of  years :  and  it  (hould  be  msde  a  point 
^  of  honour  to  obey  difcij^e,  ^hich^ac  this  time 
«  affrights  them." 

The  opinion  of  the  Abb6  dc  Mabli  o»  the  means 
df  repairing  the  difdrder^^of  the  finances  requires  to> 
be  developed,  becaufe  it  I4>plie8  to  the  prefent  ^^ 
tuation  of  the  finances  of  France* 

**  Whatever  difpofitrons  may  be  made  by  the 
^*  Polanders  (fays  he)  for  th^  reform  of  their  go* 
**  vernment,  I  know  not  whether  it  would  be  wife 
^^  in  them  when  they  have  made  it,  to  eftablilh  the 
^^  new  impofts  for  which  the  republic  may  have  oc- 
^  cafion>-  in-order  to  carry  on  its  operations.  Far 
^^  from  leaving  any  pretence  for  complaining,  alt 
%  perfons  oughf  to  find  themfelves  tnore  at  cafe- 
^*  upon  the  eftablifliment  of  new  laws. 

^^  But  it  may  be  afked  me  what  a  republic  can 
^^  do  which  has  occafions>  and  no  funds  to  fupply 
**  them?  r reply,  that  it  muft  learn  patiently  to  do 
**  without  fupplies.  Neceflityis  a  great  inftrufter: 
*^  (he  opens  unexpefted  rcfources  :  and  if  your  re- 
public knows  how  to  aft,  only  by  circulating 
'money,  it  will  be  foon  exhaufled.  Have  you  not 
^  remarked  that  what  is  called  public  credit y  which- 
^  the  politician  regards  as  a  great  fund,  has  al- 
**  ways  multiplied  the  wants  of  a  (late ;  rendered 
5^  defircs  more  imprudent  j  and  reduced  the  go-^ 
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'^^cmmcntto  extreme  wetkIle^$^  I  Ihould  lilte 
^^  to  have  a  nation  which  fbnns  icfelf^  expofed  td 
^^  perplexing  trials^  chey  .will  exalt  iu  charac- 
"teh 

.  ^  *  The  7oUndcrs  ivould  be  too  happy  if  theem^ 
*^  blurraflment  of  providing  for  their  occaiion^ 
-^^  0iould  accuftom  the  government  to  the  greateft 
'^^  oeconomy :  and  the  law  Ihould  order  the^ranfl 
**'  treafbrer,  or  the  council,' to  apply  lefs  to  the  art 
^'  of  .improving  thefimmces^  than  to 'that  of  doing 
•^*  witliout  them.* 

If  fuch  counfel  couldbe  given  to  and  followed 
by  the  French  at  this  monaent ;  if  it  were  poffible 
to  affift  the  adminiftrators  of  their  ^nances  to  find 
.the  art  of  doing  avitiaia  $b€m^  the  people  would  be 
relieved  from  a  hc^vy  burden ;  and  their  repre- 
ffentatives  would  proceed  without  obftacles,  and  in 
the  midft  of  public  fepirity^  to  the  £Qeat  end  of 
iCheir  lubours. 

*^  Let  them  obfewe^in  hiftory  ({ays  ?the  Abbe 
^^  de  Malrii)  what  great  things  have^been  done  bf 
^^  poor  nations :  jet  tiiem  examine  whether  thofe 
^'  who  have  coniidered  mon^  as  the  nerve  of  war 
^'  have  not  been  always  weak^  languifhiog  and  un- 
*'  fortunate,:  they  will  derive  knowle4ge  from  this 
.^*  ftudy,  very  favourable  to  the  extraordinary  doc- 
^*  trine  which  I  prcfent.  In  a  word,  unlefs  they 
•f*  Ici^n  how  to  4o  many  things  witb^little  jmoney ; 
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^^  it  is  demonftrable  that  they  will  foon  have  little 
•*  or  nothing  to  do." 

Thcfe  Icflbns  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  the  country- 
men of  the  Abbe  de  Mabli.  France  is  become  a 
new  nation :  (he  has  had  eztenfive  credit :  that  ere* 
dit  has  been  the  means  of  deranging  her  finances  ; 
(he  now  polTefles  it  no  more.  But  is  it  a  lofs  to  her 
to  be  flopped  on  the  very  brink  of  the  abyfs  into 
which  (he  was  going  to  precipitate  herfelf  ?  She 
will  become  more  rich  from  csconomy  than  (he  was 
when  poffefTed  of  that  refource.  While  her  ad- 
miniftrators  beheld  vafl  floods  of  treafure  poured  in 
by  foreigners,  they  negleded  to  make  retrench- 
ments in  the  public  expenditure :  they  were  pfo* 
digal,  becaufe  they  found  an  abundant  capital  in 
the  treafury  :  and  when  that  capital  was  exhaufted, 
the  fight  of  the  immenfe  intereft  with  which  the 
ftate  was  charged  overwhelmed  them*  They  had 
no  more  money ;  and  it  was  incceflTary  to  repay  in 
portions  what  had  been  obtained  in  a  mafs  on  the 
public  credit.  They  had  habituated  the  attend- 
ants of  the  court  to  live  in  extravagance :  and  they 
had  no  longer  the  power  of  being  jufl,  even  to- 
wards their  moft  lawful  creditors.  Their  fears  were 
fpread  through  the  whole  nation  :  indignation 
foon  gave  place  to  the  dread  of  lofing  every  thing ; 
and  honour  took  the  public  debt  under  its  fafc- 
^rd.    But  in  order  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 

honour. 
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%Eonour,  it  was  neccflary  to  regenerate  the  finances, 
^nd  to  appropriate  them  by  a  new  fyftcm. 

France  might  be  compared  to  a  fine  park  orna- 
mented with  beautiful  woods,  interfered  with  vif- 
tos  which  opened  to  delightful  retreats ;  and  where 
light  fportive  animals  lived  happy  and  tranquil  for 
the  pleafure  of  the  mafter.  It  was  become  necef- 
fary  to  fell  thefc  beautifiil  woods ;  to  convert  them 
into  produdive  fields ;  to  till  the  ground;  to  fow 
it ;  to  remove  the  animals  which  would  devour  its 
fruits;  and  to  expeft  with  patience  the  haFvcft, 
which  muft  fpring  up,  and  make  plenty 'fuQceed  to 
the  late  fterile  beauty  of  the  fcene.  The  trees 
which  had  been  cut  down  were  alfo  to  be  turned 
to  advantage  :  they  were  fold,  but  at  a  low  price  : 
and  thus  what  had  nffbrded  only  (hade  now  pro- 
duced money:  what  had  confiimed  the  nouriflh- 
ment  of  the  earth  now  fupplied  the  means  for  its 
cultivation;  and  what  had  been  but  luxury,  op- 
preffive  to  the  ftate,  became  a  fource  of.itsriches. 

'^  Th«  collection  of  the  public  revenue  (conti- 
*'  nues  the  Abbe  de  Mabli)  (hould  be  made  in  the 
^'  moft  (imple  manner,  and  without  the  aid  oitrai- 
**  tans  J  (farmers  of  the  revenue),  becaufe  they  would 
^^  foon  convert,  what  (hould  only  be  confidcred  as 
*^  a  fupport  to  the  ftate,  and  managed  with  cccono- 
*•*  my  and  fidelity,  into  a  difficult  and  myfterious 
^^  art,  unknown  to  all  but  themfelves  :  and  would 
^  not  neglcA  taking  advantage  of  the  gener^  \g- 
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<^  norance  to  deceive  the  people,  while  at  the  fame 
^*  time,  by  augmenting  the  wants  of  government, 
^'  they  rendered  thqnifelves  mailers  of  its  operas 
"  tions." 

Thus  in  a  few  words  are  the  fecrets  of  financers 
revealed.  They  never  enrich  themfelves  more  thaa 
when  the  ftate  has  occaiion  for  their  affiftance  :  it 
is  then  that  they  entrap  it  in  their  fnares ;  make  it 
dependant  upon  them ;  and  purchafe  on  eafy  terms 
the  right  of  multiplying  the  means  of  exhauiling 
the  nation.  They  know  how  to  avail  themfelves  of 
all  the  occafions,  all  the  paflions  of  men ;  opulence, 
medioicrity,  mifery,  nothing  efcapes  them;  and 
even  fraud  they  wiU  find  oceans  of  convening  into 
H  fource  of  profit :  thus  one  of  their  arts  is  to  en-> 
courage,  in  order  to  benefit  by  the  impnidence  of 
government,  and  to  make  it  pay  dear  for  its  firft 
fucceiTes, 

^*  It  would  be  fortunate  (continues  the  Abbe  do 
*^  Mabli)  if  after  having  determined  the  fum  nc7 
*^  ceflTary  for  fupporting  the  republic,  they  could 
*'  fix  invariably  the  quota  which  each  province 
^*  fhould  pay  in  proportion  to  its  wealth ;  and 
^'  leave  to  the  dietines  the  liberty  of  eflablifhing  in 
^'  their  rcfpedtivejurifdidlions  the  mode  of  levying 
^*  it  which  they  judge  to  be  the  leaft  oppreflive. 
*^  The  treafurer  of  each  palatinate  fhould  render  an 
'^  account  of  his  adminiilration  to  the  dietine;  and 
^<  pay  the  fum   contributed  by  his  difbridt  into 
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•*  the  coffers  of  the  grand  treafurer  or  the  council 
**  of  finance ;  who  (faould  be  obliged  to  account 
^^  CO  the  fenate  and  the  general  diet  for  the  fumt 
•*  they  have  recei\Axi  and  difcurfed." 

If  tbefe  wife  and  enlightened  ideas  have  been 
loft  to  Poland,  they  have  not  been  unufeful  to 
France.  The  national  aflembly  after  having  fup« 
preiTed  all  fuperfluous  ezpences  ;  after  having 
lightened  the  ftate  of  thofe  charges  which  it  had 
voluntarily  incurred,  without  having  means  pro- 
portioned to  the  burden :  and  after  having  fixed 
by  the  rule  of  juftice  and  dignity  the  expences  ne*» 
ceflary  for  fupporting  the  public  eftabli(hinent,have 
given  them  for  bafis  a  tribute  divided  among  all  the 
departments,  in  proportion  to  the  riches  they  de« 
rive  from  their  domains  or  their  induflxy  :  each 
department  being  to  diftribute  the  weight  on  all  the 
individuals  it  contains  ;  to  make  the  colledion  ac 
as  little  expence  as  pofTible,  and  to  convey  it  to  the 
national  treafury ;  the  revenue  of  which  will  be  no 
more  diverted  from  its  courfe  by  fubterraneoua 
channels,  for  pampering  parafidical  weeds. 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  defires,  and  very  wifely, 
that,  '*  befides  the  fum  which  each  province  pays 
^*  to  the  republic,  it  fhall  be  authorifed  to  affcfs 
"  impofts  for  the  purpofps  of  paying  thefalariesof 
^'  the  officers  employed  by  the  province  ;  for 
f^  making  and  repairing  the  roads  ;  conflrufting 
f^  bridges ;  and  making  ufeful  eftablifbmems  with* 
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^^  in  its  limits.  This  adminiftration  enjoyed  \jf 
**  the  provinces  would  prefcrve  the  appearance  of 
^  that  independence,  of  which  they  are  fo  tema^ 
*^  cious;  give  opportunity  for  the  difplay  of  talents^ 
^  and  excite  among  them  a  very  advanugeous 
•*  emulation." 

If  the  principal  municipalities  of  France  ikould 
obtain  this  valuable  privilege,    let  them  guanl 
againft  abufing  it :  let  them  adopt  the  practice  of 
giving  public  information  to  dl  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  obtaining  the  corifent,  almoft  to  unanimity  of 
all  the  contributors,  before  they  require  any  thing 
from  them  :  let  them  render  to  them  an  exa6l:  ac- 
count of  the  employment  of  their  money :  let  them 
never  depart  from  the  mod  fevere  occonomy :  and 
let  them  intruft  the  conducing  of  all  public  works 
fo  men  of  irreproachable  character  ;  and  let  them 
FiOtwithftanding  watch  over  them  with  care  :    for 
the  people  have  been  fo  often  viftims  of  abufc,  and 
of  uDJuft  preferences ;  that  they  will  always  fufped 
depredation,    infidelity,  and  theft  which  do  not 
exift :  and  it  is  the  influence  of  freedom  alone 
v/hich  can  wholly  banilh  thefe-fufpicions,  and  oblige 
them  to  honour  that  authority  which  they  are  fo 
much  difpofed  to  blacken  and  calumniate. 

I  fhall  flop  here :  for  I  do  not  think  it  my  duty 
to  follow  the  Abbe  de  Mabli  through  his  whole 
work  for  the  fake  of  defending  his  fyftem.  I  have 
ftouched  upon  ^1  his  material  points;  an^  have 
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dwelt  particularly  on  thofe  which  had  any  relation 
to  the  prcfent  ftate  of  France,  bccaufe  it  was  the 
beft  means  of  prolonging  attention  on  a  fubjeft 
fo  much  exhaufted;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
place  in  a  comparative  point  of  view  the  talents 
and  the  ideas  of  the  two  legiflators  confiilted  by 
Poland,  If  I  might  be  permitted  to  give  my  opi- 
nion of  their  fyftems  1  (hould  lay,  that  after  render- 
ing to  the  Abb£  de  Mabli  all  the  jufliice  which  is 
due  to  his  wifdom ;  to  his  regard  for  what  is  good 
andjull;  to  h^s  profound  political  views;  and  to 
his  knowledge  of  the  charaAers  of  nations,  I  am 
far  from  believing  his  plan  of  government  com- 
parable wixh  that  of  Roufleau.  Can  there  be 
any  thing  more  ingenious^  I  had  almoft  faid 
more  magical,  than  the  art  with  which  Rouffeau 
leads  the  Polilh  peafants  out  of  the  chains  of  fla- 
very,  and  brings  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  free- 
dom? How  well  he  knows  how  to  humour  the 
weaknefs  of  a  vain  people  who  make  chimeras  the 
objcds  of  their  pride !  He  finds  the  means  of  ex- 
tending infenfibly  to  all  the  citizens  the  luftre  of 
nobility,  in  order  to  open  to  them  admiffion  to  the 
diets ;  and  of  making  them  participate  in  the  ga« 
^ernment  without  wounding  a  prejudice  not  eafily 
removed. 

But  that  which  is  above  all  praife,  is  his  idea  of 
f aifing  merit  and  virtue  from  the  moft  modeft  em- 
ployments of  the  republic;  of  making  them  pafs 
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fuccefltvely  from  degree  to  degree;  from  dignitf 
to  dignity;  from  diftiofticm  to  diftindtion;  and 
ihewing  them  in  perfpedive  the  ^ory  of  the  diadetn^ 
as  the  poffibic  reward  of  patriotifin  and  talents. 

Any  other  than  Roufleau  would  have  ftopt  hcrc^ 
and  feen  nothing  to  propofe  beyond  a  crown  as  zjot 
incentiviC  to  perfeverancc  in  virtue,  or  to  the  am<- 
bition  of  reigning :  but  it  was  not  enough  for  his 
genius.  He  goes  to  iearch  in  tke  moft  remote  an* 
liquityan  inRitution  nc^efted,  annihilated^  and 
revives  it  as  a  means  of  reftraining  even  on  the 
throne  the  prince  whom  he  has  placed  upoa  it;  and 
whofe  perfon  is  inviolable.  He  fhews  him  on  one 
fide  his  memory  adorned  with  honours;  his  widow 
maintained  by  the  republic;  and  his  children  di- 
ftingui&ed  by  an  auguft  title,  if  he  has  perfevered 
in  equity :  on  the  other,  he  prcfents  his  memorjr 
branded  with  infamy ;  his  remains  excluded  from 
the  royal  fepulchre ;  the  partner  of  his  bed  caft  off; 
and  his  children  plunged  into  obfcurity,  if  he  (hould 
have  the  misfortune  of  tarnifliiiighis  glory  by  unjufjb 
edtions;  an4  of  making  bis  people  lament  that  ihej 
iiad  him  for  their  king. 

I  mud  however  make  one  obfervation  on  this 
fubje<%.  Roufleau  pretends  that  this  iblemn  infli-* 
tution  of  trying  monarchs  after  their  deceafe  exit- 
ed only  in  Egypt,  and  has  never  been  followed  by 
any  other  people  on  earth.  But  notwithftanding 
his  aflcrtion  we  find  traces  of  it  in  modpm  hiftory* 
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On  the  death  of  Wittiam  the  Conqueror^  who  re« 
turned  to  end  hh  days  in  the  bofom  of  that  pro- 
vince which  he  had  quitted  to  afcend  the  Englilh 
throne,  as  they  were  going  to  remove  his  corps,  in 
order  to  depofit  it  with  honours  in  the  place  of  fe- 
pulture,  a  private  gentleman  laid  his  hand  upon 
the  coffin,  and  cried  out;  /  fifp^fe  the  remwal  cf 
fVilliam.    Of  what  do  you  accufe  him  ?  enquired 
the  aftoniflied  attendants*    I  accufe  bim,  replied 
the  gentleman,  of  having  taken  from  me  my  land 
to  found  upon  it  an  abbey.    The  funeral  ceremo- 
ny was  that  moment  fufpended ;  the  accufation  was , 
proved  to  be  true ;  the  land  was  reftored  to  the 
proprietor;  and  the  corps  of  William  was  interred 
in  the  tomb  opened  for  its  reception. 

This  hiftorical  anecdote  was  perhaps  unknown 
to  Roufleau,  or  perhaps  he  thought  one  fingle  in- 
(lance  did  not  refer  to  the  Egyptian  inftitucion. 
However  it  may  be,  this  folemn  trial  of  kings  af- 
ter their  deceafe  might  dill  be  admitted  into  the 
French  conflitution;  and  the  eftablifhment  would 
meet  with  lefs  oppofition  as  it  would  have  in  it  no- 
thing formidable  for  that  prince,  who  reigns  not 
fo  much  over  France  as  he  does  in  the  affeftions  of 
his  faithful  fubjefts :  and  in  that  day,  which  will 
be  a  day  of  mourning  through  the  whole  monar- 
chy, ifthe  monks,  if  the  clergy  (hould  dare  to  fur- 
round  his  bier,  and  oppofe  his  remains  being 
united  xg^  thofe.  of  his  auguft  anceftors,  by  ezclainx- 
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being  contented  with  its  own  dominions^  but  feek^ 
ing  to  play  the  tyrant  over  Sweden* 

The  people,  wearied  by  misfortunes,  confented 
to  reiign  to  their  king  the  care  of  making  them 
happy,  and  renounced  the  right  of  eie£ting  their 
monarchs  in  favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Guftavus. 

This  prince  met  with  no  obflacle  in  eflablilhing 
the  reformed  religion  but  from  the  Dalecariians  x 
thefe  very  men  who  had  borne  him  to  the  throne, 
and  who  had  fince  been  inflamed  by  fome  fanaticks, 
came  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  infifl  that  the  fo- 
vereign  of  Sweden  (hould  not  adopt  French  man- 
ners ;  and  that  he  (hould  condemn  to  death  fuch 
of  his  fubjefts  as  Ihould  dare  io  eat  meat  on  afaft-- 
day.  Guftavus  treated  with  much  gentlenefs  the 
men,  whofe  ignorance  deferved  his  pity  more  than 
his  anger. 

Mr.  Sheridan  has  drawn  a  portrait  of  thefe  peo- 
ple, which  has  juft  claim  to  attention. 

"  They  inhabit  (fays  he)  one  of  the  moft  bar- 
*'  ren  and  mountainous  parts  of  Sweden.  Perpe- 
**  tual  fnows  cover  the  tops  of  their  hills,  and  long 
*^  dreary  winters  whiten  over  their  vallies  too,  for 
**  the  greateft  part  of  the  year.  Their  inhofpitable 
**  climate  fo  far  from  furnilhing  any  of  the  com- 
**  forts,  does  not  even  afford  what  the  more  fouth* 
**  em  people  of  Europe  deem  the  neceffarics  of 
«*  life.  For  want  of  corn  they  make  bread  of  the 
^^  bark  of  cenain  trees,  and  of  a  piete  with  fuch 
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HE  Aate  ^hofe  conftitucion  I  am  going  ct> 
examine  offers  more  revolutions  of  government  to 
our  view,  and  gives  a  fuller  proof  than  ^ny  other, 
how  difficult  it  is  to  fix  a  nation  within  limits  which 
injuilice  and  a  fatal  infenfibility  cannot  break 
through. 

Sweden  has  pafTed  through  the  gradations  the 
moft  fa-vourablc  and  the  moft  fatal  to  liberty.  ,Wc 
have  feen  her  chufe  her  kings;  dethrone  them;  uniffe 
with  a  neighbouring  power;  fubmit  voluntarily,  iso 
his  yoke ;  deliver  herfelf  from  that  yoke ;  re-efta- 
bli(h  monarchical  power;  reno«ince  the  right  of 
eleding  her  kings;  experience  under  their  heredi* 
tary  authority  all  the  weight  of  defpotifm ;  rein- 
ftate  herfelf  in  her  original  privileges;  ereft  arifto- 
cracy  in  the  place  of  monarchy ;  grow  weary  of  it; 
and  in  fine  confent  to  exifl  under  an  almoft  abfo* 
luce  power,  which  is  her  prefent  fituation. 

As  all  political  events  depend  on  each  other ;  and 
all  form  links  in  the  chain;  we  muft,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  the  caufc  of  the  elevation  of  the  prefeni;  kiog 
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•^*  enjoyment  of  their  own  rude  cuftoms ;  and  placed 
**  beyond  the  reach  of  tyranny,  they  felt  not  the 
**  yoke  impofed  at  different  times'  upon  the  other 
'*  inhabitants  of  Sweden  :  but  when  thefe  wanted 
^*  fpirit  to  oppofe  their  tyrants,  the  Palecarlians 
^*  undertook  the  taft  for  them.  They  fallied  froni 
•*  their  rocks  and  forefts ;  they  followed  the  ftand^ 
•'  ard  of  an  Englebrecht ;  they  fpilt  their  blood  in 
*'  defence  of  Sture  ;  they  conquered  under  the  ba^ 
**  ners  of  a  Guftavus.** 

I  have  introduced  this  portrait,  drawn  by  the 
hand  of  a  mailer ;  and  which  gives  us  the  lively 
reprefentation  of  a  people  of  whom  we  have  no 
idea,  becaufc  I  believed  i(  could  not  fail  of  being 
acceptable. 

When  we  think  that  it  was  fuch  men  who  were 
the  faviours,  the  guardians  of  liberty  in  Sweden, 
we  perceive  that  poverty  and  ignorance  are  not  fo 
contemptible  as  they  may  at  firft  appear ;  and  tha? 
the  favagenefs  of  the  Dalecarlians  was  more  valu- 
able to  the  Swedes  than  were  all  the  lights  of  the 
clergy ;  who  were  always  difpofed  to  range  them- 
felvcs  on  the  fide  of  tyrants,  provided  that  thofc 
tyrants  refpeded  their  privileges,  and  augnaenie4 
their  poffeffions^ 

Have  not  the  French  alfo  had  their  Dalecarlians  ? 
Was  it  thofe  who  fuffered  moft  from  the  depreda- 
tions on  the  finances;  whofe  property  was  moft 
threatenecl ;  that  fl^ewed  fo  much  energy  in  their 
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Redoubtable.  Guided  by  inftinft,  which  dircfls  al- 
ways to  independence,  thofc  who  made  any  attacks 
on  the  public  liberty  experienced  more  than  oncfc 
the  efFc*5l  of  their  power. 

If  their  oppreflbrs  had  been  more  politic,  inftead 
of  endeavouring  to  overwhelm  this  fourth  order 
with  the  three  others,  they  would  have  plirfucd  an 
oppofite  conduct,  and  by  favouring  the  multitude, 
have  made  ufe  of  the  force  of  that  body  for  efta- 
blifhing  their  ufurpations.  But,  through  a  fingu- 
lar  duality,  thofe  who  are  the  foes  of  freedom  al- 
ways negleft  to  employ  the  means  mofl  certain  of 
cnfuring  their  fuccefs :  and  men  who  are  the  bed 
able  to  maintain  liberty,  never  take  the  mod  ef- 
fedual  methods  of  preferving  it. 

The  kings  of  Sweden  and  the  order  of  the  pea- 
fants  lived  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mutual  fufpicion,  that 
wc  find  among  their  ancient  cufloms  one  of  a  very 
lingular  fpecies.  Whenever  the  monarch  pafled 
from  one  province  to  another,  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  for  the  moft  part  peafants,  for  there  were  then 
very  few  towns,  required  hoftages  from  him  for  the 
fecurity  of  tlieir  privileges  ;  and  he  received  two 
from  them  for  the  fafcty  of  his  perfon.  When  lub- 
jec'ls  are  thus  always  fufpicious  of  fomc  hoftile  in- 
tention in  their  prince;  and  he  in  return  is  fearful 
of  their  regicide  ideas;  there  can  be  no  ties  of  ju- 
flicc  or  aftedion  bctWcen  them:  the  latter  re- 
gards the  former  as  enemies  whom  he  mud  fubdue^ 
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Nilus  Sture  had  long  been  the  objed  of  the  jca- 
loufy  and  ill  treatment  of  Eric,  although  he  had 
never  given  that  prince  the  lead  caufe  of  difplea- 
fure ;  and  the  king  at  laft  flabbed  him  with  his 
own  hand.      Scure  drew  the  poignard  from  his 
breaft;  kiffed  it,  and  prefented  it  to  Eric,  who 
had  the  ferocity  to  order  his  guards  to  complete 
the  work  ;  and  his  guards  obeyed  him.    What  re- 
fleftions  does  an  adb  fo  tragical,  and  accompanied 
with  fuch  circumftances  of  horror,  produce  in  the 
mind  !     A  king  fo  cruel  as  to  ftrike  the  poignard 
himfelf  into  the  bofom  of  a  faithful  fubjed !  The 
viftim  of  his  frenzy  fo  refpeftful  as  to  kifs  the 
bloody  weapon,  and  return  it  to  his  murderer  f 
The  guards  fo  vile  as  to  transform  themfelves  into 
executioners !  Thefe  are  objefts  which  might  in* 
(pire  us  with  horror  at  royalty  and  its  attendants,  if 
happily  they  were  not  very  rare  in  the  hiftories  of 
fovereigns;    and  if  the  derangement   of  reafon, 
which  occafioned  fuch  afts  of  cruelty,  did  not  draw 
over  them  the  veil  of  compaffion. 

This  irrational  prince  committed  another  aftion 
no  lefs  atrocious ;  and  which  proves  to  what  a 
height  of  authority  the  fovereigns  of  Sweden  were 
arrived  at  that  time.  He  caufcd  twenty-fix  nobles 
to  be  maffacred  on  mere  fufpicion ;  and  the  ftates 
were  fo  degraded,  that  inftead  of  depofing  the  au- 
thor of  fo  tyrannical  a  command,  and  punifhing 
thofe  who  had  e:i:ecuted  it,  they  condenmed  the 

memory' 
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*'  mcr,  on  the  contrary,  we  meet  only  with  tlie  ro- 
*'  maining  part  of  thofe  fierce  inhabitants,  who 
*'  perhaps,  Icfs  catcrprizing  than  their  country- 
*'  men,  inftead  of  fallying  forth  in  qiicfb  of  new 
*'  feitlements,  had  continued  at  home  contented  with 
**  their  native  forefts.  Thefe,  it  is  to  be  prefutncd, 
•^  preferved  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  government." 

The  fame  author  feems  to  have  difcovered  the 
mie  caufe  of  the  degradation  of  the  clafs  of  pea- 
fants  in  the  more  foitthern  parts. 

'*  Thofe  (continues  he)  who  had  acquired  new 
*'  poffelfions,  in  which  the  former  inhabitants  Hill 
'*  continued  to  refide,  were  under  the  ncceflity  of 
**  devifing  fomc  expedient  which  would  enable 
**  them  to  guard  againft  furprife,  and  fccure  them 
**  from  the  fudden  attacks  to  vhich  fuch  a  fituation 
*^  mud  naturally  have  expofed  them. 

*'  This  it  was  that  gave  rife  to  the  feudal  fyftem, 
^^  which  we  find  cfl:abli^.:ed  by  thefe  bold  invaders 
*^  wherever  they  fettled." 

*^  When  v/e  confider  (fays  Mr.  Sheridan)  the 
*^  incroaching  fpirit  which  ever  attends  thofe  who 
**  are  poffeilcd  of  power;  that  here  there  was  on 
^*  one  hand  a  body  of  men  necefllirily  defencelcfs, 
^^  while  their  fierce  conquerors  v;ere,  on  the  other, 
**  always  armed  and  prepared  for  adion  :  v/hen  wc 
**  reflect  too  on  the  contempt  in  which,  during 
"  thofe  martial  ages,  every  man  was  held  who  was 
**  not  a  foldier ;  that  among  the  ancient  Germans, 
*^  who  difdained  every  occupation  bi't  war,  agri- 

B  b  2  *<  cvlturc 
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of  making  or  propofing  any  law,  even  of  deliberating 
on  any  matter  which  the  king  or  the  regency  had  not  com^ 
municated  in  wiiting  to  the  Jenate.  The  nobles,  wh© 
had  the  ezclufive  right  of  admiifion  to  the  fenate, 
were  not  alarmed  at  this  extenfion  of  its  power ;  buc 
the  three  other  orders  foon  became  jealous,  apd  this 
jealoufy  produced  fuch  divifions  and  tumults^  that 
the  ariftocracy  loft  its  flrength,  and  gave  place  to 
abfolute  power  under  queen  Chriflina. 

Thus  Sweden  was  continually  revolving  in  the 
fame  vicious  circle.  Sometimes  her  kings,  abufing 
their  power,  provoked  fedition  and  anarchy.  The 
nation  had  no  fooner  efcaped,  by  means  of  diflen- 
tions  and  civil  wars,  from  the  yoke  of  tyranny, 
than  an  ariflocracy  fucceeded,  which  knowing  as  lit- 
tle as  defpotifm  how  to  fet  bounds  to  its  power,  or  to 
keep  well  with  the  other  orders,  ended  in  render- 
ing itfelf  intolerable  to  the  nation,  which  did  not 
then  hefitate  to  prefer  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  king 
to  that  of  a  body  which  they  confidered  only  as 
their  ambitious  and  unjuft  rivals. 

I  (hall  paufe  here  and  recolledt  the  ideas  which 
have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  our  review  of  this 
fecond  period  of  the  Swediih  monarchy.  We  have 
there  feen  the  crown,  become  hereditary,  placed 
at  once  on  the  head  of  a  madman ;  as  if  it  were  to 
defeat  human  wifdom,  and  convince  mankind  that 
their  beft  laws  are  not  a  fufficicnt  proteftion  from 

the 
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***  not  prevent  thy  being  like  me,  a  man-;  but  I 
■**  will  not  confidcr  thee  as  my  c(|ual :  my  compa- 
^*  nions  and  I  will  trace  out  between  onrCelves,  and 
^*  thee  and  thy  equals,  a  mark  of  dillincLion  whicl;i 
^^  fliall  feparate  us  very  vifibly  :  it  (hall  be,  that 
**  thou  Ihalt  have  no  more  confideration  in  the 
'*  Hate  than  if  thou  wafl  not  in  it." 

It  mud  be  confelTcd,  ,tliat  if  this  is  the  ori- 
■gin  of  the  contemptifo  long  entertained  for  the  clafs 
of  hulbandmen,  they  mull  have  in  the  eyes  of 
juftice  a  better  right  to  think  themfclves  fu|>crior  tQ 
thofe  who  defpifc  them,  and  rcfufing  to  acknow- 
ledge them  for  their  fellow  citizens. 

I  cannot  however  deny  that  flavery  has  been  for- 
merly known  in  Sweden  :  Ini:  the  Haves  have  al- 
ways been  few.  This  miferablc  f  Uifs  was  formed 
of  the  enemies  taken  in  battle ;  of  thofc  who  had 
-committed  certain  crimes ;  and  of  thofc  who  had 
fold  themfelves,  which  was  not  very  unconmion: 
and  even  among  people  the  mod  attached  to  li- 
.berty,  there  have  always  been  men  (o  imprudent 
as  to  make  the  facrifice  of  their  perfonal  liberty 
to  fome  tranfient  want  *. 

This  abnegation  of  the  firft  natural  right,  which 
is  always  followed  by  repentance,  excited  fo  much 
<liforder  and  injuftice  in  Sweden,   that  by  a  law  in 

•  This  U/ecn  In  Malta,  fays  M.  Jc  la  Croix;  where  unfortu- 
nate debtors  condemn  themfelves  voluntaiily  to  the  ftatc  of  galley* 
(laves -for  a  lixxuted  time. 

B  b  3  the 
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•  •  - 

Wh'iic  this  queen,  ftill  in  her  minoritr,  was  in- 
creafmg  and  rendering  herfelf  worthy  of  being  the 
filCceiflbr  of  the  hero 'from  whom  Ihe  received  ex- 
iftchce,  the  ambitious  Ifenators  threw  into  Sweden 
the  germ  of  ariftocracy,  which  was  Toon  ftifled;  but 
Dvhich  we  (hall  fee  fpYingup  again;- to  be  afterwards 
deftroyed  Under  the  prince  who  is  now  upon  the 
throne. 

If  the  hiftory  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  the  vo- 
lume which  wife  legiflators  ought  to  have  always 
before  their  eyjcs,  and  confult  on  every  occaflbn, 
it  is  perhaps  in  the  hiftory  of  Sweden  that  they 
"Will  difcover  the  moft  truths : '  one  among  others 
will  ftrikc  them  in  every  page  :  it  is,  that  in  order 
to  give  permanence  to  a  conftitution,  it  is  neceffi- 
ty  that,  from  the  prince  to  the  loweft  of  his  fub- 
jefts,  all  the  members  of  the  ftate  fliould  experi- 
ence juftice  and  happinefs  under  it :  that  if  it  bears 
too  heavily  on  the  people,  it  will  give  birth  to  fe- 
ditions,  and  banifh  the  afFeftion  and  confidence 
which  ought  to  fubiift  between  the  family  and  its 
head:  that,  if  it  degrades  the  prince,  it  will  infpire 
Jiim  with  the  defire  of  freeing  himfclf  from  it,  and 
of  opprefling,  in  his  turn,  the  power  which  feeks 
to  crufti  him:  that  if  it  favours  one  clafs  of  citizens 
at  the  expence  of  the  others,  it  will  render  that 
clafs  odious  to  thofe  who  enjoy  not  the  fame  privi- 
leges :  that  if  it  h  impoflible  to  perpetuate  the  em- 
pire 
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of  extending  his  authority,  and  diminifliing  that  of 
the  nobles. 

He  perceived  that  although  the  nomination  to  tlic 
dignity  of  fenator  and  to  the  great  olfices  of  the 
kingdom  made  part  of  the  royal  prerogative,  it  had 
contributed  but  little  to  augment  the  power  of  his 
prcJcccflbrs ;  becaufe  the  fenators  and  great  ofiiccs 
when  once  named  by  him,  could  not  be  removed 
but  by  the  fenate,  which  entirely  extinguiflied  their 
gratitude,  and  determined  them  to  (hew  tlcnirelves 
very  zealous  oppofcrs  of  the  moi  archf  lidlCD-ver 
he  made  any  attempt  againft  the  privileges  of  a 
body  on  which  depended  their  concuiuaacc  in  of- 
fice. 

Magnus  was  induced  by  this  to  form  the  bold  de- 
fign  of  confiding  to  foreigners  fomc  of  the  princlrul 
ofiiccs  of  the  flate,  and  even  of  introducing  thc:n 
into  the  fenate,  under  pretence  that,  as  he  h:yl 
married  the  daughter  of  the  Duk  o  f  Holftcin,  i: 
was  ntcellary  to  confirm  the  bonds  between  him 
and  the  power  with  whom  he  had  formed  an  alli- 
ance. 

The  nobles  began  to  murmur  at  fuch  an  infrac- 
tion of  their  privileges  :  but  not  finding  their 
llrength  fufficicnt  to  contend  openly  againU  the 
will  of  a  monarch  beloved  by  the  three  other  orders 
of  the  (late,  they  formed  one  of  the  bafeft  defigns 
that  wcaknefs  ever  luggelled  to  bondmen. 

B  b  4  The 
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contikuation  of  the  c0k8titu  t  ion  of 

Sweden. 

X  HAVE  now  nm  through  all  the  revolutions 
which  Sweden  has  experienced  in  its  government, 
from  the  firft  accounts  we  have  of  the  monarchy  to 
the  reign  of  Chriftina,  whom  we  left  in  ?i  feir  pro- 
mifc  of  difplaying  to  advantage  on  a  thronf ,  all  the 
amiabl?  qualities  which  Ihe  rcceive4  from  na- 
ture. 

I  have  fhewn  that  the  authority  acquired  by  the 
fcnate  in  confequence  of  the  plan  of  conftitution  pre- 
fented  to  the  diet  by  the  minifter  Oxenftiem,  as  the 
work  of  Guftavus,  was  the  caufe  of  diflentions  be- 
tween the  noble  order,  and  the  orders  of  burgefles  and 
peafant3 :  and  that  the  fovereignty  of  the  nation  be- 
came fo  enfeebled  by  thofe  diflentions,  that  the  royal 
power  found  no  difficulty  in  triumphing  over  it ;  and 
that  thus  Chriftina  arofc  to  arbitrary  authority. 

This  princefs  to  whom  a  liberal  education  had  given  a 
taftc  for  the  fciences  and  the  fine  arts ;  who  correlponded 
yrith  all  dye  celebrated  men  in  Europe,  and  wrote  to 
each  in  his  own  language ;  who  called  Defcartes  to 
her  court,  and  had  the  glory  of  affording  a  retreat 
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too  young  to  have  any   knowledge    of  govern- 
ing. 

This  king,  who  blotted  his  reign  by  the  death  of 
two  of  his  brothers,  rendered  himfelf  fo  odious  to 
his  fiibjefts,  tliat  they  dcpofed  him, 

Magnus,  .the  grandfon  of  Ladulas,  twice  expe* 
rienced  the  fame  fate,  and  infpired  his  fubjecls  with 
a  rcfolution  which  can  only  be  pioduced  by  de- 
fpair :  it  was  that  of  applying  to  fome  foreign 
prince,  who  by  means  of  his  forcer,  ihoiild  deliver 
them  from  their  opprcfibr,  and  afccnd  his  throne. 

The  choice  made  by  the  Swedes  on  this  occarion 
did  not  anfwcr  tlieir  hopes :  it  fell  on  Albert,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Mecklenbuig,  who  being 
proclaimed  by  the  malecontents,  feized  upon  Stock- 
holm, and  was  afterwards  acknowledged  as  their 
king  by  the  whole  nation. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  a  foreign  prince,  who 
had  received  a  crown  to  which  he  had  not  any  right, 
mull  feel  no  fentiment  but  gratitude,  no  defire  but 
that  of  conferring  happinefs  on  the  people  who  had 
voluntarily  called  him  to  reign  over  them.  But 
Albert  fliewcd  himfelf  the  moft  ungrateful,  the 
moft  perfidious  of  fovereigns :  he  granted  places 
and  fcnatorial  dignities  to  none  but  Germans  :  he 
maintained  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  by 
means  of  the  mod  oppreflive  taxes ;  and  puihed  in- 
jvftice  and  bafenefs  to  fuch  an  extreme  as  to  de- 

mand 
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The  charaftcr  of  this  warlike  prince  Tias  itmch  more 
congenial  widi  that  of  his  fubjcfts ;  and  foon  after  hk 
elevation  to  the  rfirone  he  led  a  vidterians  army  into 
Poland,  which  he  conquered. 

Forced  to  return  into  his  own  dominions  to  repel 
an  invafion  made  by  the  Danes,  he  aftonilhed  the 
enemy  by  a  march  which  was  unexampled  in  Mftory. 
He  took  advantage  of  the  rigour  of  the  feafbn,  ^ind 
opening  a  way  to  glory  over  the  foreign  feas,  he  pafled 
from  ifland  to  ifland,  following  by  a  land  army  until 
he  arrived  at  Copenhagen.  This  bold  enterprfzcre- 
ftored  to  Sweden  the  province  of  Schonen  of  which 
ihe  had  loft  pofleflSon  for  three  centuries. 

Before  I  pafs  to  the  reign  of  Charles  X.  I  oi^t  to 
mention  two  circumftances  relative  to  queen  Chriftina, 

M.  de  Voltaire  feems  to  attribute  to  her  much 
merit  for  abdicating  a  crov/n  when  only  twenty-feven 
years  of  age :  **  It  was  (fays  he)  the  greateft  proof 
•*  of  die  real  fuperiority  of  the  arts,  of  politenefs,  artd 
*^  of  refined  fociety,  over  that  grandeur  which  is  mere 
"  grandeur  only.'* 

I  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  of  this  writer.  A 
princefs  who  was  equal  to  the  wearing  of  a  crown 
ought  to  have  made  her  tnie  glory  confift  in  fulfill* 
tftg  her  firblime  miflion.  Whatever  attra<ftions  the 
fine  arts  might  have  had  for  her,  it  had  been  more 
•worthy  of  tlic  daughter  of  GuftavusAdolphus  to  have 
'ftudied,  even  to  the  moment  of  her  death,  the  welfere 
of  her  people,  than  to  fink  into  an  eclipfe  in  Italy, 
for  the  fake  of  admiring  thcfc  the  chcfs-d'ceuvres  of 
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It  was  in  vain  that  the  Swedes  ftipulatcd  by  this 
treaty,  intended  to  unite  two  people  always 
enemies,  always  at  war  with  each  other,  that 
they  (hould  preferve  their  laws  and  their  pri- 
vileges ;  that  the  fubjefts  of  Denmark  and  of 
Norway  fliould  not  be  admitted  to  pods  of  ho- 
nour or  of  profit  in  Sweden  ;  for  not  one  of  thefo 
conditions  were  performed  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Mar^ 
garet ;  who,  after  uniting  three  crowns  upon  their 
heads,  ftudied  only  how  they  might  humiliate  the 
Swedilh  nobles ;  remove  them  from  all  concern  in 
public  affairs ;  fubjugatc  the  people  ;  crufli  thetn 
down  by  the  moft  arbitrary  taxes ;  and  attach  the 
clergy  by  the  bonds  of  intereft  to  the  domineering 
tyranny. 

This  unhappy  people,  who  found  tbemfdves  de- 
fpoiled  of  every  thing,  became  divided  througK 
rage  into  different  parties;  and  weakening  their 
force  by  inteftine  wars,  rendered  themfelves  inca- 
pable of  emerging  from  fervitude. 

Diftracted  by  the  perfecutions  they  experienced, 
the  people  were  in  a  ftate  of  continual  frenzy  :  they 
ccafed  to  acknowledge  the  king  of  Denmark  for 
their  fovereign  :  and  after  having  given  the  crown 
to  the  grand  marflial,  they  took  it  away,  and  again 
rcllorcd  it :  they  were  a  fecond  time  on  the  point 
of  tearing  it  from  his  brow,  when  he  died  upon  a 
throne  a)l  the  avenues  of  which  were  enfanguincd 

by 
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py  by  quitting  thofe  good  things  which  flie  (peaks*  bf 
hcrfelf  as  holding frtm  fortune  ?  Why  fhould  (he  prt^ 
tend  to  the  empire  of  the  world  if  fhe  had  been  fure  of 
fUcceeSng  ?  Would  it  not  have  beert  enough  to  have 
governed  well  the  ftace  of  which  Ihc  was  chief  ?  And 
was  (he  not  expofmg  hcrfelf  to  the  certain  dkngrr  of 
ill  governixig  the  world  by  the  ambition  of  conquering 

It? 

Though  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  blaming  the 

eulogies  beftowed  by  M.  de  Voltaire  on  Chriftina  for 

being  raifed,  as  he  expreffcs  ity  above  the  grandeur  of 

t  throne,  I  readily  agree  with  him,  when  he  lays,  with 

die  impartiality  which  charaderifes  a  hiftorian,  that 

••  that  princeis  fullied  all  her  glory  by  the  murder  of 

'^  Monaldefchy  her  attendant,  ailaflioated  by  her  order 

*^  at  Fontainbleau;" 

"  No  one  (fays  M.  de  Voltaire)  fliould  be  put  to 
^  death  but  by  the  laws :  Chriftina  would  not  in  Swc- 
*'  den  liave  had  a  right  to  aflaffinate  any  perfon;  and 
*'  certainly  that  which  would  have  been  a  crime  at 
^  Stockholm  was  not  allowable  at  Fontainbleau." 
•*'  Thofe  who  have  juftified  this  aftion^  defcrvc  to  be 
^'  under  Rich  mafters." 

It  is  in  thefe  refleftions  that  the  philofopher  again 
ftewsr  himfclf  the  friend  of  the  hws,  and  the  de- 
fender of  humanity. 

But  to  return  to  Sweden.  The  order  of  the  burgeflcs 
and  that  of  the  pcafants  had  loft  fmce  the  reign  of 
Guftavua  Vali  that  energy,  that  turbulence,,  which 

formed 
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young  Guftavus  Vafa  was  not  one  of  the  vidlims  ia 
ihis  (hocking  butchery. 

How  many  princes,  lefa  guilty  than  Chriftian, 
haxc  periOied  under  the  mofl  dreadful  punilhments! 
how  many  minifters,  Icfs  criminal  than  Archbi- 
Ihop  Troll,  have  expiated  on  a  fcafFold  thofe  abo- 
minable counfels  which  had  provoked  divine  Jufticc 
to  devote  them  to  an  infamous  death  :  yet  Chrifliaa 
was  obliged  to  defcend  peaceably  from  tlie  throne 
which  he  liad  defiled  by  his  crimes^  and  Troll  died 
like  a  hero  by  the  wounds  be  received  in  a  combat. 

Before  1  enter  on  the  new  period  which  I  meaa 
to  run  through,  I  fl>all  ftop  a  moment  to  confider 
what  I  have  already  obfcrvcd, 

Wc  have  feen  a  people,  fituated  in  the  extremity 
of  the  north,  who  had  long  prcfcrved  their  privile^ 
gcs :  their  kings  were  cledted  by  all  the  orders  of  the 
people:  a  fciiate  was  at  onceihe  depofitary  and  the 
executor  of  the  laws :  the  prince  had  his  domains, 
and  ouglrt  never  to  require  impofts  without  the 
concurrence  and  the  will  of  his  fubjefts :  his  reve- 
nue was  fo  moderate,  that  he  fcemed  to  pofTefs  no 
means  of  ufurping  abfolute  authority:  the  fenatops 
and  great  officers,  once  appointed  by  him,  could 
be  difplaced  only  by  thcfenate:  and,  confcquent- 
ly,  could  have  no  intereft  in  favouring  his  ufurpa- 
ttons.  We  mud  add  to  thefe  fafts,  that  they  were 
in  Sweden  unacquainted  wiih  the  right  of  elder- 
ihips,  and  with  entails:  and  that  all  property  be- 
ing 
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"fccurity,  the  profpcrity,  or  the  wants  of  the  kin^ 
**  dom,  we  will  ^leither  make  any  or  iiiffer  any  to  be 
•*  made  without  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  or  without 
"  the  participation  and  concurrence  of  the  ftates.'  * 

If  kings  who  have  defpotifm  in  their  thoughts  paki 
.^any  regard  to  the  oaths  which  they  take  before  they 
mount  the  throne,  Sweden  had  never  been  more  2£- 
fiired  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  an  equitable  and 
weD-cxpIaifted  authority  than  under  Charles  the  Xlth : 
yet  their  privileges^  were  never  more  violated :  juftice 
was  never  more  infringed ;  and  never  \^  tlie  power 
of  the  fenate  and  riieilates  more  degraded  than  under 
the  reign  of  that  prince.  Alas !  let  us  not  confide  in 
the  oaths  of  monarchs,  but  rather  place  our  confidence 
in  the  goodnefs  of  their  hearts  when  it  is  known,  for 

•  that  is  the  true  guarantee  of  their  adminiftration.  The 
French  have  at  this  moment  that  certain  guarantee 
of  a  mild  and  beneficent  authority.  I  rely  more  on 
the  virtues  of  a  prince  who  has  renounced  all  the 
pomp  of  royal  dignity,  when  it  mull  have  been  bur- 
denfome  to  his  fubjcrts ;  whofe  tafte,  whofe  plea- 
fures,  have  been  as  fimple  and  as  pure  as  the  affec- 
tions of  his  minds    who  has  always  expreffcd  himfclf 

•  widi  franknefs ;  who  has  not  diffembjed  the  errors 
of  his  inexperience  \  but  made  us  regret  that  minif- 
'ters  had  too  fi-equently  led  his  authority -aftray,  by 
^ving  us  proof  liow  docile  he  would  have  been  to 
wile  advice,  if  they  had  never  given,  him  any  other. 

Ye& 
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difarm  two  rival  nations  of  their  enmity,  and  unite 
as  one  people  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden, 
An  illuftrious  princefs  fubfcribes  to  the  conditions 
Ihe  had  herfelf  didilated,  for  delivering  the  Swedes 
from  the  ungrateful  oppreflbr,  who  was  not  alham- 
cd  of  demanding  one  third  of  their  revenues. 
But  fcarcely  was  Abert  expelled  from  the  kingdom 
before  a  multitude  of  foreigners,  in  contempt  of 
the  treaty,  occupied  the  fenate;  filled  all  the  of- 
fices of  the  fl:atc;  and  practifcd  tyranny  in  all  its 
excefles. 

Perhaps  there  exifted  in  Sweden  fome  caufes  for 
all  this  injuftice.  It  is  my  duty  to  examine;  as  a 
means  of  difcovering  what  prevents  the  effecl  of 
the  beft  ordered  conftituuons. 

We  have  fecn  that  the  Swedilh  nob'es  were 
poor:  that  the  monarch  after  having  conferred 
dignities  on  his  favourites,  could  do  them  neither 
good  nor  evil,  becaufc  he  had  not  the  power  of 
depriving  them  of  what  he  had  bellowed:  and  that 
fo  far  from  binding  them  to  his  intereft  by  thcfe 
favours,  he  faw  them  unite  againft  him  with  the 
otlicr  members  of  the  fenate,  of  which  body  they 
were  become  a  part. 

We  have  feen  that  the  firft  kings  of  Sweden,  in 
order  to  reward  their  courtiers,  and  attach  them  to 
their  intereft,  were  obliged  to  relinquifti  to  them, 
from  a  want  of  places  to  beflow,  a  portion  of  the 
royal  domains;  by  which  means  they  impoveriflicd 

them- 
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onlycflfcft  by  increafing  the  royal  authority  af  th* 
cxpence  of  that  of  the  icnaee.  They  accordingly 
paffixl  a  decree  in  favour  of  Charles :  in  virtue  of 
which  he  was  empowered  to  reunite  to  the  crovrn 
all  the  lands  which  had  been  alienated  from  it  fuicc 
the  year  1609. 

This  decree^  which  was  rigoroufly  executed,  plan* 
ged  at  once  great  part  of  the  nobles  into  extreme  in- 
digence ;    and  though  there  were  at  firft  penfions  of 
near  fifteen  hundred  Kvres  granted  to  thofe  who  had 
been  deprived  of  their  pof&flions ;   in  the  next  diet 
even  diat  fmall  indenrnifkadon  was  withdrawn.    Id 
was  in  confequence  of  this  privadon  that  a  number 
of  nobles,  and  orphans  of  noble  families,  who  were 
reduced  to  wander  about  the  (treets  of  Stockholm^ 
went  to  the  gate  of  the  palace ;  where  obtruding  their 
groans  of  diflrels,  the  queen  afforded  them  all  the  re- 
lief in  her  power.     This  generous  and  feeling  princefs 
not  only  exhauiled  her  treafury  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  thefe  unhappy  fuffcrers,  but  even  fold  for  that 
puipofe  her  jewek,  her  trinkets,  and  even  her  clothes  ; 
and  when  (he  had  nothing  left  to  give,  fhe  caft  her- 
felf  in  tears  (fays  M.  de  Voltaire)  at  the  feet  of  her 
hiifband,  and  intreatcd  him  to  take  compaffion  on  hi& 
fubjeAs.      Madamj  replied  the  inexorable  Charles, 
tue  took  you  to  give  us  children  and  not  advice. 

No  one  good  aft  could  be  hoped  for  from  a  prince 
capable  of  making  fuch  a  reply :  he  was  unworthy  of 
being  either  a  kingi  or  a  hufband^  who  could  remain 

infcnfibic 
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tfpply  to,  but  it  had  its  dangers.  The  nobles  who 
had  nothing,  demanded  afliftance  from  the  crown : 
the  order  of  pcafants,  compofcd  of  hunters,  mi- 
ners^ and  hufbandmen,  had  very  little,  and  were 
not  willing  to  have  that  little  taken  away :  the  cler- 
r  gy,  whofe  pofleffions  had  been  increafing  from 
age  to  age,  hq^  much,  and  contributed  nothing. 
By  laying  a  moderate  tax  upon  their  wealth,  in  or- 
der to  attach  the  nobles,  and  avoid  inquieting  the 
tXvo  other  orders,  was  running  a  rifk  of  being  ftig- 
matized  as  impious  and  facrilegious :  but  thefe  are 
injurous  epithets  fometimes  united  with  the  title  of 
a  fovereign,  with  that  of  a  great  king,  without 
being  able  to  hurl  from  his  throne  the  prince  who 
has  the  nation  on  his  fide. 

The  fon  and  grandfon  of  Magnus  knowing  nei- 
ther  how  to  praftife  oeconomy  nor  to  brave  the 
murmurs  of  the  clergy,  made  war  with  the  moft 
%  numerous,  the  moft  turbulent  part  of  their  fub- 
jeds;  and  by  requiring  fubfidies  from  mifery,  they 
drew  upon  Sweden  all  the  tempefts,  all  the  misfor- 
tunes which  accrued  from  the  placing  of  Albert  on 
the  throne,  and  from  the  treaty  of  Caiman 

We  fee  in  this  retrofpedk  all  the  caufes  of  the 
evils  which  Sweden  experienced,  notwithftand- 
ing  her  having  a  conftitution  very  wife  in  appear* 
ance :  fo  true  it  is,  that  the  welfare  of  a  people 
is  not  to    be  enfured    by  a  gogd   conftitution 

Vol,  L  C  c  alone^ 
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thus  foi^g  chains  fbriticl^  and  dbblifhing  defpociiiii 
by  law. 

•^  The  two  fovereigns  of  the  Nortji  (continues  the 
•'  feme  writer,  in  fpcaking  of  Sweden  and  Denmark) 
'■  whofe  authority  had  been  the  mod  limited,  became 
^'  the  moft  abfoJute  monarchs  in  Europe ;  ^but  the 
^*  means  which  condu&ed  them  to  that  degree  of  power, 
"  althoi^h  followed  by  the  fame  efFefts,  were  diredUjr 
•*  oppofite  to  thofe  which  have  fcrved  to  augment  the 
••  authority  of  princes  in  other  countries.  There  it 
^  was  the  monarch  who  endeavoured  to  raiie  the  pco- 
'^  pie  in  order  to  balance  the  power  of  the  nobler: 
'^  in  Sweden  and  in  Denmark  it  was  the  pet^k  who 
^  ibu^t  to  debafe  the  nobles  in  order  to  reduce  them 
<*  to  their  own  level.  In  the  former  the  people  and 
^  the  crown  gained  what  was  loft  by  the  nobility ;  in 
"  the  latter  the  king  alone  was  the  gainer,  and  the 
**  condition  of  the  people  continued  the  fame." 

Thefe  ideas,  which  abound  with  wifdom,  demonftrate 
to  us  the  danger  to  which  a  nation  is  expofcd  when- 
ever the  multitude  fuflfcr  themfelves  to  be  hurried 
away  by  their  fury  and  jealoulies :  there  always  comes 
a  moment  in  which  defpotifin,  availing  itfclf  of  their 
jiatred  and  their  paffions,  and  taking  advantage 
of  the  weaknefs  of  the  ftate,  exalts  itfelf  above 
'<ii\  laws;  breaks  with  its  feet  of  brafs  all  con- 
iliaitions ;  tramples  on  oaths ;  and  beholds  its  fub- 
jccls,  crufhcd  down  or  difjicrfcd  by  terror^  daring  no 

longer 
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ivaiotain  this  numerous  part  of  the  nation  in  a  con« 
ftant  date  of  tranquillity,  and  to  infpire  them  with 
fpeft  for  the  conftitution. 

The  order  of  burgefles  fubfifted  Mrholly  oH  the 
fruits  of  a  very  languid  induftry.  For  ftrengthen* 
ing  this  order^  and  weakening  infenfibly  the  order 
of  the  peafants,  it  would  have  been  prudent  to  en*» 
courage  induflry,  and  to  furnifh  the  burgefles  with 
the  means  of  extending  it.  Was  it  by  overloading 
,  the  merchant  with  taxes,  that  they  could  exped  to 
draw  into  the  towns,  and  to  a  participation  of  mer-^ 
cantile  employments,  the  peafants  who  took  refuge 
in  the  mines  and  forefts  at  the  approach  of  a  tax« 
gatherer  ? 

Places  and  dignities  were  referved  for  the  no-» 
bles ;  it  was  therefore  neceifary  to  atuch  much 
honour  to  both ;  but  to  attribute  to  them  likewife 
profit  and  exemptions  was  to  augment  the  regrets 
of  the  people,  and  make  them  feck  to  avenge  their 
humiliation. 

The  clergy,  by  enriching  themfelves  with  pro- 
perty which  increafed  in  value,  and  which  was 
exempt  from  impofts,  muft  become  in  time  the 
m6(l  oppulent  order ;  and  one  of  the  mod  burden<> 
fonie  to  the  (late  :  it  was  evidently  but  juft  to  make 
them  contribute  in  proportion  with  the  increafe  of 
their  riches  to  the  public  expences  :  if  they  mur- 
mured, the  impofts  (hould  have  been  raifed  amidft 
iheir  murmurs  :  if  they  had  fent  forth  excommu* 
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pbcc  fufficient  confidence  in  the  knowledge  and  cx« 
peri<v^  ^^  ^  prince  aged  onty  fifteen  years,  to  hope 
that  he  would  maimain  fuch  abiblute  power  ?  No  ; 
but  he  believed  that  by  not  trufting  him  with  the  reins 
of  government  until  he  was  eighteen,  he  would  hold 
them  with  a  more  determined  hand. 

Charles  the  Xllth  wasbom  with  paffions  much  xxx> 
firong  to  remain  undeveloped  unnl  the  ufual  dme  of 
their  appearance :  he  had  fcarcely  entered  his  fix- 
teenth  year  when  he  evinced  his  dcfirc  of  command ; 
and  cauicd,  by  the  intcrvcnrion  of  the  dates,  the 
regency  to  be  C£..jLn  out  of  the  hands  of  his  grand- 
mother. But  I  ihall  not  dwell  upon  a  reign  with 
which  every  perfon  is  acquainted.  A  hiftorian  who 
is  become  the  rival  of  Quintus  Curtius,  has  paintc4 
CO  us  in  the  mofl  brilliant  colours,  a  prince  to  whom 
nothing  was  wanting  but  the  prudence  of  Alexander 
for  acquiring  the  fame  celebrity. 

Charles  the  Xllth  w^as  lefs  the  monarch  than  the 
general  of  the  Swedes :  his  orders  were  confined  to 
demands  of  men  and  money ;  but  he  made  tiiefe  de- 
mands in  a  manner  fo  imperious,  and  excited  an  ad- 
miration^ jb  irrational,  of  all  his  enterprizes,  that  hi$ 
fubjefts  feemed  to  have  become  the  adoren  of  Ibmc 
new  Thunderer;  and  liberty  had  been  forever  an-^ 
nihiiatcd  in  Sweden,  if  an  excefs  of  misfortunes  had 
not  a\i'akencd  the  inhabitants  to  rcafon. 

Infcnfiblc  to  every  tender  fcntiment,   Charles  th^ 
Xllth  died  widiout  pofterity  j  and  by  die  iofs  of  many 

provinces. 
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TafUng  upon  them  the  T^hole  burden  of  the  im- 
pofts. 

Chriftian  II.  believed  that  he  (hould  reign  in 
peace^  after  having  cut  the  throats  of  all  the  Swe* 
difh  nobles :  but  a  prince  capable  of  fuch  an  atro- 
cious deed,  was  not  likely  to  give  happinefs  to  the 
other  orders  of  the  ftate.  The  event  was  his  lof. 
ing  both  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark :  and, 
after  making  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  decree 
which  depofed  him,  he  fhamefuUy  took  refuge  in 
the  dominions  of  Charles  V«  his  father-in-law ;  who 
not  being  able  to  re-eftablifh  him  on  the  throne, 
fuffered  him  to  -die  in  prifon. 

We  muft  deduce  from  the  fads  wc  have  been 
confidering,  that  neither  the  firflb  kings  of  Sweden, 
ILOX  tlie  foreign  princes  who  were  called  to  reign  in 
their  place,  would  in  general  have  experienced  un- 
fortunate ends,  if  the  Swedifli  conftitution  had  a(^ 
ligned  them  a  fuflicient  and  ceitain  revenue  :  or  if 
they  had  themfelves  known  how  to  alleviate  the 
mifery  of  the  mod  numerous  orders,  by  direding 
their  demands  towards  the  only  order  of  the  (late 
which  was  able  to  adminifter  to  their  wants. 

I  ihall  now  paft  to  the  fecond  period  in  die 
Swedifli  hiftory. 

The  Swedes,  grown  weary  of  the  dominion  of 
the  Danes,  had  raifed  to  the  throne  the  Marfhal  de 
Catnufon,  who  knowing  neither  how  to  be  a  king 
sior  a  fubjed,  received  and  loil  the  crown  three 
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^  n(nincedforheifelfat)dberpofl»iityanabfohitcp(n(r<' 
^  efj  as  Well  as  all  the  preit^dves  of  diccrown  whicif 
^  fhould  be  incompatible  widi  die  liberty  of  the 
*^  nation/' 

The  ftatestook  ad^ants^  of  thb  circumftanee  fbf 
extending  thor  dominion ;  and  reducing^  wkhin  vttj 
narrow  limits,  the  royal  authority  whtdi  Was  beftdv^ed 
on  Frederick. 

They  decreed,  among  other  articles,  that  ^  if  the 
^  king,  or  the  fenace,  fhould  negleft  to  afi'erliUe  the 
^  ftates  every  three  years,  diey  flioold  hite  «  right 
'^  at  the  expiradonof  dxat  period,  cotmting  from  the 
*'  laft  diet,  to  aflembie  of  themfelres ;  and  that  til 
^  which  die  king  or  the  lenate  miglit  ha^  done  in 
^  the  interval,  Ihould  be  regarded  as  null* 
'  *'  That  during  the  holding  of  the  aflfcitiWf,  dKJ 
•*  authority  of  the  king  and  of  the  fcnatc  fhould  remain 
^  fulpended  -,  and  that  they  fhould  have  nc  part  in 
^  what  was  done  in  the  diet,  except  affixing  theif 
^  feals  to,  and  figning  the  decifions,  whether  they 
**  were  farisfted  with  them  or  not, 

^  That  the  flates  fhould  atone  |X>ffef5  the  rijgflit  of 
*^  dechring  war  and  making  peace,  and  of  changing 
**  the  flandard  of  money ;  that  wherever  a  Vacancy 
•*  occurred  irt  the  fcnate,  the  fbites  fhould  prtfent 
^^  three  candidates  to  the  king,  who  fhould  be  obliged 
*^  to  choofe  one  of  them;  fodutt  if  afenatoffhould 
**  die  in  the  interval  between  two  diets,  his  place 
»  could  not  be  filled  undl  the  next  aQctnbly  of 
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felves  under  his  command,  in  ohler  to  avenge  their 
wrongs.  After  procuring  for  them  fufecs  and  amu- 
nition^  he  accuflomed  them  to  the  ufe  of  gunpow- 
der^ that  they  might  be  able  to  contend  with  the 
DaniOi  army :  and  thefe  men,  as  courageous  as 
they  were  lavage,  having  triumphed  over  the  Danes, 
and  over  the  oppofition  of  the  clergy,  aflifted  Gu- 
ftavus  to  mount  the  throne.  The  whole  nation  foon 
acknowledged  Iiim  for  their  fovereign ;  and  Fre« 
deric,  the  fucceffor  of  Chriftian,  who  dreaded  the 
return  of  the  tyrant,  inftead  of  renewing  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  fortified  hittifelf 
on  the  Danifb  throne  by  an  alliance  with  Guftavus^ 

Th^  new  king  having  nothing  more  to  fear  from 
Denn^rk,  ^nd  no  contention  with  the  nobles  of  his 
own  country,  who  had  been  for  the  mod  part  ex- 
terminated or  difperfed  by  the  ferocity  of  Chriftian, 
found  himfelf  more  powerful  than  any  of  his  pre- 
deccflbrs ;  and  the  clergy,  rendered  odious  by  hav* 
jng  always  favoured  the  kings  of  Denmark,  whofe 
bloody  oppreffions  they  bafcly  feconded,  had  fo  en- 
tirely loft  their  influence  over  the  two  other  orders, 
that  they  zealoufly  embraced  the  reformed  reli» 
gion. 

Thus  an  exccfs  of  iniquity  led  to  4  happy  revo-r 
lution  in  this  ftate,  fo  long  enfanguined  by  civil 
wars ;  the  clergy,  for  not  ading  the  part  of  citi- 
zens, loft  that  religion  which  was  the  fourcc  of 
jheir  property ;  and  Denmark  loft  its  power,  by  not 
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His  peribn  was  facred ;  fo  that  whoever  failed  kt 
rcfpcft  towards  him,  cither  in  writing  or  in  words^ 
incurred  the  pain  of  death. 

He  was  the  only  vifible  ifpurcc  of  honours.}  that 
isj  he  alone  could  create  counts  or  barons,  or  intro- 
duce .  new  members  into  the  chamber  of  nobles  i 
but  this  privilege  was  under  many  re(tri6tions- 

He  alone  could  pardon  a  criminal  after  fentence 
had,  been  pronounced:  but  the  fenate  was  authorized 
to  difluadc  his  majefly  from  employing,  this  prero- 
gative I  and  their  difTuafion  was  fufficient  to  invali- 
date the  refolution  of  his  majefty* 

In  fine,  the  king,  in  the  intervals  between  the  diets, 
divided  the  executive  power  with  the  fenate ;  and 
he  had  a  privilege  beyond  the  other  fenators  of  giving 
two  votes,  and  his  opinion  was  to  decide  on  any 
occafion  where  there  fhould*be  an  equality  of  fuC- 
frages. 

Such  were  the  conditions  upon  which  Ulrica  Eleo- 
nora  confented  to  receive  the  crown,  and  to  fhare  it 
with  her  hufband. 

Never  was  royalty  cafl:  down  from  a  greater  excefs 
of  power  to  a  more  confined  authority  than  by  this  new 
conftitutioni  but  were  the  people  rendered  more  hap- 
py by  it  ?  Did  the  ftates  employ  for  the  profpciicy 
i>f  th'eir  country  the  fovereignty  which  the  nation  had 
.thus  recovered?  The  events 'which  fucceed  muil 
refolve  thefc  queftions^ 
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^*  nutriment  is  their  whole  mode  of  living.  Every 
*•  Dalecarlian  renders  to  himfelf  all  thofe  offices, 
"  which  it  is  the  province  of  different  trades  to  fup- 
*'  ply  in  other  countries.  He  makes  after  his  own 
^  rude  fafhion  whatever  is  requifite  for  his  cloathing; 
**  the  homelinefs  of  which  correfponds  with  the 
**  poverty  of  his  diet. 

**  Ignorant  of  all  thofe  inferior  arts  which  ad- 
*^  minifter  to  the  conveniencies  of  life,  and  the  na- 
*^  ture  of  their  foil  prohibiting  agriculture,  thefe 
^*  people  chiefly  follow  the  laborious  occupation  of 
**  miners.  Thus  inured  from  their  infancy  to  hard- 
^  (hips  of  every  kind,  the  Dalecarlians  form  per- 
**  haps  the  moft  robuft  and  hardieft  race  of  men  in 
*'  Sweden.  If  they  are  unacquainted  with  the  re- 
^'  finements  of  more  poliflied  focieties,  who  dwell 
'^  in  gentler  climates,  they  arc  likewife  free  from 
*^  their  vices.  They  have  ever  retained  their  pri- 
*'  mitive  fimplicity  of  manners.  Humble,  yet 
*'  brave,  they  are  patient  of  labour,  but  not  of  op- 
*^  preffion  :  fubmiflive  where  they  think  fubmiffion 
*.*  due  ;  intraftable  where  they  conceive  authority 
*^  to  be  ufurped.  Generous  and  romantic  in  their 
*^  untaught  notions  of  honour,  and  poffefled  of  that 
**  fpirit  of  entcrprize  which  commonly  accompanies 
*^  great  courage,  they  have  been  perpetually  vo- 
*^  luntcei-s  in  redreffing  grievances,  by  which  they 
'^  were  themfelves  but  little  or  not  at  all  affcded. 
f^  Secure  in  their  mountains,  they  were  left  to  the 
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peUadonS)  that  hiftory  has  been  obliged  to  adopt 
efaenij  though  beneath  the  dignity  of  its  ilyle. 

The  firft  and  moft  enomoous  fauk  which  the 
ebapeaux  were  guilty  of^  was  the  drawing  Sweden 
into  a  war  with  Rulfia ;  and  choofingj  for  that  bold 
e^terprize,  a  dmc  when  the  Ruffians  wer^  a(  peace 
with  the  Turks>  and  cpnfequendy  would  \fc  abk  to 
bring  the  whole  power  of  their  arms  againft  the 
Swedes.  Thb  war  w^j  as  might  be  expeAedj  pro«- 
dv^tive  of  die  moft  unfortunate  cpniequences  i  for 
the  Swedifli  army  was  deftroyed  in  Finland  i  and  the 
Aiates  faw  themfelves  reduced  to  the  Ihame  of  foli- 
citing  peace  on  any  conditions  which  Ruffia  niight 
pl^afe  to  impofe. 

Ulrica  E^eonora  dying  without  cbildren^  t^  ftates 
named  for  her  fucceflbr  Frej^erick  Adolphu^  who 
accepted  the  tide  of  king  on  condition  of  lea.viqg  all 
die  authority  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  gave  him  the 
crown* 

■ 

It  certainly  would  not  be  an  unpleafiog  fight  to 
behold  a  king  confiqed  in  his  dominions  to  the  mere 
external  (how  of  n\^efty»  if,  under  the  (an£don  of  dvit 
^uguft  phantom^  a  powerful  and  enlight^i^  body 
ihould  govern  with  wiidom  for  the.  public  interdl> 
and  work  out  d^;  public  good.  If  fuch  ^  king  i& 
'f  ndued  with  a  benevolent  m^ind^i  by  being  a  witnc6 
to  the  profperity  of  his  people^  and  f<^ing  them 
happy,  he  enjoys  cycry  thing  irlwch  kncccfl&jgr.to 

his 
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troubles,  and  expofed  themfelves  the  firft  to  the 
danger  of  a  courageous  attack  ? 

Unhappily,  the  populace,  ignorant  and  impetu- 
ous in  their  fedkions,  are  every  where  the  fame : 
they  become  the  fupport  of  the  firft  who  feize  up* 
on  them ;  and  fanaticifm,  or  tyranny,  when  they 
have  the  art  to  feduce  the  multitude,  make  of  them 
a  dreadful  in(b:ument  of  vengeance  and  oppreffion. 
Guftavus  Va£i,  attached  them  to  his  glory,  as  he 
had  interefted  them  in  his  misfortunes ;  and  in  the 
end  he  made  them  approve  of  all  his  reforms,  and 
eilabliQi  his  authority  fo  high,  that  no  prince  was 
ever  more  beloved,  or  more  abfolute  than  he  con* 
tinued  to  his  death. 

The  treaty  of  Calmar  had,  as  we  have  feen,  been 
annulled,  and  the  crown  rendered  hereditary  in 
Sweden :  but  this  regulation,  which  ought  to  have 
preferved  the  ftate  from  the  troubles  which  accom-- 
panies  the  eleftions  of  kings,  placed  by  an  unhap- 
py fatality  a  weak  prince  upon  the  throne.    Eric, 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Guftavus  did  not  poffefs  any  of  the 
qualities  of  his  father ;  and  he  was  befides  fubjedt 
to  exceffes  of  frenzy,  more  dreadful  than  thofe 
experienced   by  Charles  VI.    one  aft  ion  of  his, 
which  I  cannot  mention  without  for  row,  proves  how 
pliant,  how  refpeftful,  the  nobles  of  Poland  were 
become  towards  their  kings  iince  the  acceffion  of 
pufiavus, 
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priving  the  king  and  queen  of  the  means  of  ftdtic-. 
tion,  to  infift  upon  a  right  which  they  pretended  to 
have,  in  confequencc  of  an  ordinance  nnade  in  the 
year  1723,  of  examining  what  diamonds,  and  other 
rich  moveables,  belonged  to  the  crown. 

The  queen  with  much  dignity  oppofed  a  pretenfion 
by  which  Ihe  felt  hcrfelf  offended :  fhe  refufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  inljpeftion  of  ccgmmiflioners  the  diamonds 
which  Ihe  poffeffed  from  the  generofity  of  her  fa- 
ther'i  and  declared  that  her  intention  voas  to  fefaratc 
them  from  thofe  of  the  crown,  which  fhe  Jhould  in  future 
deem  it  humiliating  to  wear. 

The  ftates  applied  to  the  king,  *and  inflfted  upon 
juftice  being  done  them  for  the  queen's  refiifal,  and 
for  the  terms  in  which  it  was  conceived ;  and  her 
dignity  was  obliged  to  yield  to  this  indecent  inquifi- 
tion.     From  that  time  the  court  experienced  nothing 
but  contradidlion  and  mortifications  from  the  ftates : 
they  pryed  intoevery  thing  that  paffed  there,  and  th^y 
cxercifed  fuch  difgufting  defpotifm  as  to  infift  on  the 
difmiffion  of  the  fub-governor  of  the  kings  children, 
under  pretence  that  the  office  was  fuperfluous;  and 
they  not  only  difmiffed  the  prince  royal's  preceptor,  ' 
but  forbid    him    any    intercourfe  with  the   young 
prince ;  and  this  without  affigaing  any  reafon  for  the 
meafure. 

Willing  ftill  further  to  reduce  the  royal  authority, 
to  render  it  abfolutely  nothing ;  and  to  make  of  the 
king  a  mere  puppet  drefled  up  in  the  enfignia  of 
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incmorjr  of  the  twenty-fix  nobles  whom  they  had 
not  dared  to  impeach  while  they  were  living. 

This  unworth/fon  of  Guftavus  Vafa  was  going 
to  defile  himfelf  with  the  blood  of  his  brothers, 
when  Duke  John,  who  had  been  already  condemn- 
ed to  death,  efcaped  from  his  prifon.  He  imme^ 
diately  joined  with  his  other  brother,  made  the  no- 
bles and  the  dates  fenfibie  of  their  fituation ;  and 
tlie  maniac,  who  had  threatened  their  lives,  was 
depofed  and  put  into  confinement. 

Duke  John  received  the  fceptre  which  was  torn 
from  the  hand  of  Eric :  he  afterwards  efpoufed 
the  daughter  of  Sigifmund,  king  of  Poland,  and 
mounted  the  throne  of  that  republic,  which  lofl  to 
iiis  fon  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  occafioned  the 
placing  it  on  the  head  of  Charles,  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Eric,  who  conciliated  the  love  of  theSwedes, 
by  oppofing  the  defign  formed  by  the  king  of  Po- 
land, of  refloring  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in 
Sweden,  which  had  bten  banifhed  from  thence  by 
Guftavus  Vafa. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  Swedes  recovered 
fomc  part  of  that  fovereignty  of  which  they  had 
been* deprived  by  the  two  preceding  king?.  If  the 
reafon  of  Eric  had  not  been  deranged;  and  if, 
purfuing  the  fteps  of  Guftavus,  he  had  fhewn  him- 
felf the  heir  of  his  wifdom,  as  he  was  of  his  power, 
he  would  have  tranfmitted  to  his  defcendants,  fuch 
arbitrary  authority  as  muft  have  efFcdtually  deftroy- 
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priving  the  king  and  queen  of  the  means  of  (educ- 
tion, to  infift  upon  a  right  which  they  pretended  to 
have,  in  confequencc  of  an  ordinance  nnade  in  the 
year  1723,  of  examining  what  diamonds,  and  other 
rich  moveables,  belonged  to  the  crown. 

The  queen  with  much  dignity  oppofed  a  pretenflon 
hj  which  Ihe  felt  herfelf  offended :  fhe  refufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  infpeftion  of  ccgmmiffioners  the  diamonds 
which  Ihe  poffcffed  from  the  generofity  of  her  fe- 
ther'i  and  declared  that  her  intention  v)as  to  feparate 
them  from  thofe  of  the  crown,  which  Jbe  Jhould  in  future 
deem  it  humiliating  to  wear. 

The  ftates  applied  to  the  king,  and  inflfted  upon 
juftice  being  done  them  for  the  queen's  refiifal,  and 
for  the  terms  in  which  it  was  conceived  s  and  her 
dignity  was  obliged  to  yield  to  this  indecent  inquifi- 
tion.     From  that  time  the  court  experienced  nothing 
but  contradiflion  and  mortifications  from  the  ftates: 
they  pryed  into  every  thing  that  paffed  there,  and  th^y 
cxercifed  fuch  difgufting  defpotifm  as  to  infift  on  the 
difmiffion  of  the  fub-governor  of  the  kings  children, 
under  pretence  that  the  office  was  fuperfluous ;  and 
they  not  only  difmiflTed  the  prince  royal's  preceptor,  ] 
but  forbid    him    any    intercourfe  with  the  young 
prince ;  and  this  without  afligning  any  reafon  for  the 
meafure. 

Willing  ftill  further  to  reduce  the  royal  authority, 
to  render  It  abfolutely  nothing ;  and  to  make  of  the 
king  a  mere  puppet  drefled  up  in  tlie  enfignia  of 
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All  the  forces  of  the  empire  could  not  reiift  the 
kero  of  the  norths  who  loil  his  life  in  the  bofota 
of  vidoiy. 

The  blow  which  felled  Guftavus  made  all  Swe» 
'  den  tremble ;.  and  it  would  not  have  been  extraor* 
clinary  if  it  had  overturned  its  conftitution,  and 
changed  the  fpirit  of  a  people  who  were,  under  their 
varrior  king^  become  a  nation  of  warriors :  for  it  is 
not  in  the  midft  of  feats  of  arms,  and  when  every 
individual  is  ambitious  of  laurels,  that  men  givo 
themfelves  time  to  think  of  their  rights,  or  of  iec- 
ting  bounds  to  the  authority  of  a  triumphant  king: 
the  partners  of  his  glory,  accuflomed  to  fee  ium> 
level  all  obflacles,  deem  it  honourable  to  ailift  hiini 
in  furmounting  them. 

Guftavus  Adolphus  leaving  no  heir  but  Chriftina, 
tSweden  was  in  danger  of  becoming  fubjedk  to  the 
power  of  that  ariftocracy,  which  was  increafmg  in 
the  fehate  during  the  minority  of  the  young  prin- 
cefs.  It  was  in  that  minority  that  the  minifter  Ox* 
enftern  propofcd  to  the  affembled  ftates  a  form  «f 
government,  which  he  faid  had  been  projeded  by 
Guftavus,  and  which  was  accepted  and  ratified  by 
the  diet* 

One  of  the  articles  of  this  fyftem  might  have 
been  fufEcient  to  make  the  diet  rejecl:  it,  by  prov- 
ing that  it  was  the  work  of  fome  members  of  the 
'  fenate*  This  article  deprived  the  dates  of  the  right 
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dut  powerful  ariftooracy  wluch  became  every  day 
niorc  fonnidaUe. '  It  was  indeed  a  mdaacholy  fpec^ 
ticle  to  behold  the  intrigues  $  the  dark  underhand 
ichemes;  and  the  various  means  of  corruption  which 
were  employed  by  Ruffia,  Franco,  and  Eng^d,  to 
g^  the  command  of  the  diets,  and  reciprocally 
counteraft  each  other's  defigns. 

France,  by  drairing  Sweden  into  wars,  fomttkn^ 
with  Ruflia,  ipmetimes  with  Pniflia,  expofed  duut 
country  not  only  to  defeats,  but  to  an  opprefllvc 
load  of  expenccsi  towards  fuf^xirting  the  weight  of 
wluch,  die  paltry  fuhfidies  which  ftie  granted  ai^ 
fcrded  no  aid.  Whenever  a  diet  was  to  open,  the 
agents  of  the  three  courts  were  employed  to  mtro* 
duce  into  it  as  many  as  they  could  of  thole  whom 
shey  knew  to  be  devoted  to  die  party  of  their  re^ 
ipcAive  fovereigns. 

The  afcendency  of  France  was  long  Biaintained 
in  Sweden,  by  her  threatening  to  pay  no  more  of  the 
arrears  which  flie  owed,  if  the  Sweden  Ihould  con- 
cbde  a  treaty  with  either  RuiBa  or  England :  and 
though  they  would  certainly  have  gained  much  more 
fay.  facrificing  theie  arrears,  which  adfiounted  to  ten  or 
twelve  miUiom,  yet,  in  a  country  where  mpney^isvery 
fcarce,  die  fonv  s^peared  fb  immenfe,  that  the  party 
adverfetothe  French  intereft  was  aAaid  of  incurring 
the  anger  of  the  whole  nation  by  riiking  fuch  an 
enormous  lols^ 

After  tsa  years  of  intrigues,  and  o£  playing  off 
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^nc  nu^ortunes  .aod  injuftice  attached  to  their  ip« 
ftitudoDS. 

We  have  feea  two  rival  brothers  icontendiog  for 
the  throne  of  their  father :  the  one  aided  by  the  for- 
ces of  Poland^  of  which  he  was  become  the  chief: 
the  other  fupported  by  the  will  of  the  people,  who 
iEjpared  to  fee  a  religion  je-idftabliflied,  which  they 
regarded  as  the  caufe  of  all  their  former  calamities* 

ynde^r  the  influe;nc/^  ^  this  error,    Guftavus 
^olphus  received  the  crown^  which  che  laws  of 
coixfanguinity  decreed  to  the  ^on  of  the  king  of 
Poland^    The  fceptre,  in  the  haxids  of  that  warlike 
prince,  was  converted  into  a  ftaflf  of  command,  by 
which  the  Swedes  were  x^onduiSted  againft  an  em- 
Pfcror  who  fought  ^.to  eftablilh  intolerance  in  the 
ftates  of  Germany..     All  af  once  a  nation,  almoft 
buried  under  ih^  ile,  hurft  upon  the  view  of  afto- 
jpiibed  Europe,  and  took  part  in  the  famous  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  in  which  the  articles  mod  favour- 
able to  the  pritices  of  the  empire  were  dictated  by 
that  nation. 

Adolphus,  who  died  the  death  of  a  hero,  left 
only  one  daughter  to  be  the  heir  of  his  throne  and 
of  his  glory.  The  Swedes,  who  refpefted  the  law 
eftabliflied  by  Guftavus  Vafa,  which  rendered  the 
crown  hereditary,  did  not  hefitate  in  placing  it  on 
the  head  of  the  only  offspring  of  a  houfe  made 
tUuftrious  by  two  illuftrious  fovereigns. 

Vol.  L  Dd  While 
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to  the  will  of  the  fenate :  it  was  therefore  indii)>enfi« 
ble  to  bring  about  (bme  circumftance^  fufficiendy  fc- 
nous  and  important,  for  obliging  the  fenate  to  con* 
yoke  an  extraordinary  diet. 

We  (hall  foon  fee  what  refource  the  poliqr  of  the 
French  minifter  found  on  this  occafion,  and  be  en- 
abled to  judge  by  it  of  his  aicendency  over  the  court 
of  Sweden.  He  perfuaded  the  king  to  notify  to  the 
fenate  riiat  "  touched  by  the  heavy  taxes  with  which 
•*  the  people  were  overburdened,  bis  intention  was 
« that  the  ftates  fhould  be  convoked  j  and  that,  if  the 
**  fenate  refilled  to  convoke  them,  he  would  abdicate 
^  the  crown,  and  forbid  the  ufe  of  his  name  in  any 
'*  refolutions  of  the  fenate." 

A  declaration  fo  imotpeded  difconcerted  the  fe* 
nators,  who  knew  thfe  attachment  of  the  people  to 
die  king:  they  therefore  endeavoured  to  make 
him  change  his  refolution;  but  he  perfUled  in  it, 
and  demanded  a  decifive  anfwer  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

On  the  next  day  but  one  the  king  went  to  the  fenate, 
and  perfonally  repeated  his  demand  of  a  decifive  anfwer. 
The  fenators  urged  the  impoffibilicy  of  examining, 
in  fo  fhort  a  time,  all  the  reafons  for  and  againft  the 
convocation  of  an  extraordinary  diet :  and  the  king, 
after  declaring  that  he  took  this  anfwer  for  a  refufal^ 
arofe  and  quitted  the  fenate. 

On  his  majefty's  return  to  his  apartment  he  fent 
the  prince  royal,  accompanied  by  many  officcr^i  to  th» 
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pircoffcar,  every  conftitution,  which  commands 
obedience  only  by  the  influence  of  that  fentiment, 
will  neceifarily  be  defbroyed  in  time.  In  fine^  that 
chc  only  means  of  rendering  fuch  Hn  eftabliftiment 
durable^  is  to  make  it  call  forth  emulation  and  af« 
fcdioo,  and  enfurt  the  public  profperity. 
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die  war  was  carried  oil  %  humfters  whoj  thoo^ 
diey  did  not  fhed  aitf  bldMi  ^frkiA  around  dicfrii 
abundahbe  of  mone^f^.  If  th^  cbutts  of  London  and 
Pieterfburgh  had  been  as  fjrodigal  of  their  treafiir^ 
as  that  of  Verfsulles^  it  wonld  have  been  die  beft  po- 
licy which  Swtden.  tould  have  pnrfued  to  keep  tfafe 
combatants  as  long  as  poflSble  contending  for  thk 
viftory,  fincc  the  ftate  w&  enriched  by  their  rival- 
fhip :  but  Ruflia  and  Bnjgland  fought  nothing  nfidr^ 
than  the  advahtages  df  commerce  £Chd  alliance  With 
Sweden;  it  was  Friricifc  albne  that  tiiade  her  gcM 
glittfer,  and  diftributed  it  amohgft  h^r  taitHful  cba^ 
feaux ;  who  Were  becdrht  tOo  torru^t  to  ileflft,  ih 
any  inftance^  that  poi^erfbl  hneans  of  ^rfuafioh. 

The  duke  de  Chbifeul^  whofe  ofcge^  wlais  to  mak^ 
an  alliance  between  die  Ttirks  attd  the  Sii^es,  and 
to  induce  tJic  latter  to  invade  Ruffia,  wfailfe  thatt  power 
was  threatening  the  Porte,  colild  not  however  accom- 
plilh  his  projeft,  of  inducing  ti\c  ftatcs  to  cede  to  the 
king  and  fenate,  the  right  of  making  War  and  peace» 
and  of  concluding  alliances,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
diet:  confequently,  he  failed  in  getting  a  Swe^lh 
army  fent  into  die  dominions  of  th6  Czarina :  and 
thus  all  the  fi-uit  he  obtained  from  the  fums  which  ht 
circulated  in  Sweden  was,  the  removing  a  fenate  fi- 
vourable  to  idie  two  courts  which  were  the  rivals  oF 
France,  and  preventing  the  effeft  of  die  treaty  df 
cpmmfcrct  ^hich  had  been  figned  in  1746. 
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to  chat  phllofopher  after  one  had  been  refiifed  him  in 
France :  this  princeis  was  formed  to  reign  over  a  very 
di&rent  peopk  from  thofe  of  Sweden ;  in  whofe  nj^c 
climate  the  mufes  feemed  to  difdain  an  abode.  The 
wars  in  which  Guftavxis  Adolphus  had  engaged  the 
Swedes>  only  rendered  them  more  ferocious  \  they 
breathed  nothing  but  conquefts :  they  paid  no  regard 
to  the  exercifes  of  reafon :  and  difdained  thofe  delight^ 
fill  amufements  of  the  mind  which  diffufe  fo  many 
charms  through  life. 

Chriftina  from  the  elevated  fphere  of  a  throne  cafl 
her  regards  on  Italy  \  and  (aw,  not  without  the  defire 
of  a  more  intimate  acquaintance^  that  beautiful  coun^^ 
try,  now  become  the  fovercign  of  the  arts  as  fhe  had 
formerly  been  of  the  univerfe.  Her  fubjedis,  wliom 
Ihe  could  not  infpire  with  her  thoughts  and  her  af- 
fedtionS)  appeared  to  her  a  nation  of  favages,  and  ihe 
formed  the  dcfign  of  ^andoning  them  to  their  ig- 
norance^ and  living  for  bcrjtlf.  M.  dc  Voltaire  lays, 
that^^  entertained  this  courageous  defign  for  f even  years 
hforejbe  carried  it  into  execution. 

Monarchs  who  have  fo  litdc  regard  for  their  people 
as  to  defu-e  a  fcparation ,  and  prefer  the  obfcurity  of 
a  fubjeft  to  the  glory  of  fovereignty  ought  not  to  hf 
regretted :  yet  when  Chriftina  announced  to  the  ftaces 
her  intended  abdication,  Ihc  foynd  from  them  a  rc- 
fiflance  to  her  defign  which  was  very  honourable : 
Ihe  however  perfiltedj  and  Charles  the  Xth  afcended 
the  throne  which  Chriftina  had  voluntarily  quitted. 
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livered  up  his  people  co  the  calamities  attending^  i 
vile  and  corrupt  adminiftration. 

What  a  train  of  refleftions  arifc  from  thcfe  fadts, 
on  which  I  thought  proper  to  dwell  more  particu* 
larly/becaufe  they  are  different  from  any  with  which 
hiilory  prefents  us. 

We  have  here  feen  the  royal  power  exalting  itfelf 
in  Sweden,  from  the  acceffion  of  Chriitina  to  the 
death  of  Charles  the  Xllth,  to  the  higheil  degr-ee 
of  ibvereignty ;   and  we  have  feen,  under  the  reigns 
of  Ulrica,  and  Frederick  Adolphus,  that  power  de« 
dine  into  extreme  weaknefs,  and  the  nadon  recover 
fr6m  the  crown   all   the  rights  which  it  had  loft 
fince  the  days  of  Guftavus  Vafa.    We  have  alio  feen 
another  power  flart  forth  all  at  once  during  the  hold- 
ing of  the  ftates,  and  transform  itfelf  into  an  order 
of  ienators.     But  were  the  people  more  happy  under 
this  new  power  ?      No :    ariftrocracy   has  been  as 
fatal  to  Sweden  as  the  the  moft  abfolute  monarchy : 
and  the  Swedes  have  had  the  humiliation  to  feel  that, 
after  eftabliftiing  in  themfelves  alone  the  right  of 
making  war  and  peace,  and  of  breaking  and  forming 
alliances,  it  was  not  they  who  either  declared  war 
or  made  treaties,  but  it  was   a  foreign  power  who 
cxercifed  over  them  thefe  afts  of  fovcreignty,  by 
rendering  itfelf  mafter  of  thofe  with  whom  the  na- 
tion had  depolited  its  authority.     Thus,  under  the 
ariftocracy,   Sweden  retained  no  appearance  of  that 
glory  which  had  been  communicated  to  her  by  the 
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art :  or  to  come  into  France,  to  expofe  herfclf  to  the 
curiofity,  and  to  the  frivolous  cenfure  of  the  women 
in  the  court  of  Lewis  the  XIV. 

No  fovercign  has  a  right  to  abdicate  a  tliTone,  but 
when  weakened  by  years  they  find  their  hands  too 
feeble  to  fupport  the  weight  of  a  fceptre,  an4  bear 
the  reins  of  government :  then  abdication  becomes 
not  only  a  noble  a<5l,  but  a  duty ;  and  gives  a  glorious 
termination  to  an  honourable  reign :  but  for  a  mo- 
narch to  abandon  a  throne  while  he  poffefles  the 
power  of  doing  good  upon  it,  is  to  render  himfclf 
rciponfible  for  all  the  faults  of  his  fucceffor :  it  is  tear- 
ing from  his  fubjeds  all  the  virtues  which  he  mi^t 
have  dilplayed  for  tlieir  benefit.  In  fine,  it  is  wrap- 
.ping  himfclf  up  in  his  good  fortune,  and  living  only 
for  himfelf  when  he  ought  to  live  for  all  his  people. 

Chriftina  fays,  in  a  letter  to  the  prince  of  Conde, 
"  If  you  fhould  condemn  this  adtion,  I  told  yoti  in 
**  cxcufe  for  every  thing,  that  I  Ihould  not  have 
**  quitted  the  good  things  which  fortune  had  given  mc 
"  if  I  believed  them  neceflary  to  my  felicity :  and  that 
**  I  (hould  Iiave  pretended  to  the  empire  of  the  world, 
"  if  I  had  been  as  well  alTured  of  fuccefs  or  death  as 
**  would  be  the  great  Conde." 

This  was  exprcfling  herfelf  like  a  great  queen  to- 
wards a  hero;  but  there  is  no  juflicc  in  her  words. 
Was  it  only  her  felicity  that  fhe  ought  to  have  confult- 
cd  ?  Did  fhe  confider  that  of  the  Swedes  as  of  no 
account  ?    Was  fhe  fure  of  rendering  them  more  hap^ 

D  d  4  py 


434  Of  the  Cm^iiuim  rf  Sweden. 

their  finances  into  better  order.  A  good  prinoe^  who 
defired  nodiing  but  to  live  in  tranquillity^  has  been 
tormented^  (haken  upon  his  throne^  and  brought  to 
the  very  point  of  abdicating  it  to  gratify  lus  allf. 
Torrents  of  blood  h^vc  been  poured  in  contending 
for  uncultivated  deferts,  or  the  empire  over  a  law- 
lefs  banditd,  while  die  power  of  Ruffia  has  become 
more  redoubtable  by  the  fucccfs  of  her  arms. 

What  has  been  hindered  by  this  prodigious  in- 
fluence in  the  norths  of  which  the  minifters  of  France 
were  fo  vain?  Has  it  prevented  the  partition  of 
Poland,  and  the  aggrandizement  of  three  rival 
powers  ?  No ;  it  has  fcrved  to  accellerate  thofe 
events !  Yet  what  millions  has  it  coft  France  to 
gain  this  boafted  influence!  What  precious  mo- 
ments have  been  employed  by  it,  and  ftolen  from 
the  internal  bufinefs  of  the  kingdom  !  If  the  im- 
menfe  fums  which  Ihe  difTipated  in  Sweden  and 
in  Turkey,  had  been  employed  in  reclaiming  her 
uncultivated  lands  i  in  fcooping  out  canals ;  in  foft- 
ening  the  condition  of  her  foldiers ;  and  in  bring- 
ing her  manufaftures  to  perfe^on ;  would  they  not 
have  promoted  her  real  interefl  more  certainly  than 
eHX  the  money  ihe  has  wafted  among  (Irangers  ?  If 
France  had  never  intermeddled  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Sweden,  it  would  have  been  better  for  both 
kingdoms ;  the  former  would  have  been  mor^  rich, 
and  the  latter  more  happy. 

The 
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formed  die  lafeguard  of  the  conftitution :  yet  at  the 
death  of  Charles  the  Xth,  the  dates  performed  an  aft 
of  fovereignty  which  declared  them  fenlible  of  their 
power:  they  removed  duke  AdoIphus>  brodier  of 
Charles,  from  the  guardianfhtp  of  the  young  king  ^ 
although  he  had  been  appointed  to  that  guardianihip^ 
mnd  to  the  regency  of  the  kii^om,  by  the  teftamenc 
of  the  deceaf^d  king.  They  gave  as  a  reafon  for  this 
procedure,  that  the  teftament  which  named  Adolphus 
to  thefe  offices  had  been  made  widiont  their  know- 
ledge; and  that  fuch  arrangements  as  related  to 
.  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  coidd  xx)t  be  valid 
without  the  conienc  of  die  ihttes. 

When  Charles  the  Xlth  alliimed  the  government, 
they  required  from  him  an  oath  which  informs  us  how 
the  Swedes  defired  to  be  governed,  although  as  Mn. 
Sheridan  remarks,  they  did  not  know  how  to  confine 
their  monarch  within  the  limits  they  wifhcd  to  pyefcribe 
him.    The  oath  was  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

^'  We  will  equally  maintain  and  obferve  all  which 
**  the  laws  of  Sweden  require  of  us  with  refpcft  to  die 
^<  dates  in  general  and  in  particular*  We  will  cbnduft 
*'  ourfclves  in  the  fame  manner  with  regard  to  all  our 
^^  fubjedb  and  to  each  individual  in  what  concerns 
their  rights,  their  privileges,  and  their  propcrtjr^ 
legally  -acquired.  Willing  to  iadsfy  the  nation  at 
much  as  it  depends  on  us,  if  it  ihould  be  neceiiary 
to  make  any  changes  relative  to  the  defence,,  the 
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vJf  all  the  rcyoluriops  which  the  conftitvition  of 
Sweden  has  experienced,  the  moft  extraordinaryj^  and 
the  moft  4cferving  of  attention  on  account  of  its 
plan,  its  execution,  and  its  confequences,  is  the  one 
J  am  now  going  to  confiden 

What  I  have  faid  concerning  the  fitvation  of 
this  monarchy  fince  the  death  of  Charles  the  XHtbji 
muft  ilill  be  frefh  in  the  remembrance  of  the  rea- 
der :  he  will  recoiled  that  the  nation,  after  having 
bowed  its  humbled  head  before  the  power  of  twp 
defpots,  had  again  exalted  her  fovereignty  from  the 
bofom  of  misfortunes,  and  given  the  crown  to  two 
foreign  princes  \  who  confented  tp  wear  it,  on  condi- 
tion of  rei^n^  only  under  the  ernpire  of  the  l^ws, 
^nd  of  a  diet,  whofe  prcfence  alone  could  fufpend 
their  authority. 

We  have  feen  the  father  of  the  pr^fent  king 
forced  to  condefcead  to  all  the  demands,  to  all  the 
pretenfions  of  thefe  Hates ;  and  even  his  paternal  au- 
thority obliged  to  give  way  before  that  of  a  moft 
oppreffive  ariftotcracy. 

How 
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Yes  I  woiild  place  more  feith  in  thefe  valuable  qua* 
Itdes  than  in  all  the  oaths  of  defpocs. 

*«  Charles  the  Xlth,  (fays  M.  de  Voltaiffc)  a  war- 
^  nor  like  all  his  anccftors,  w»  more  abfohrte  than 
*♦  they  had  been;  and  abolidied  the  auihomyiof  th» 
**  fcnate,  which  rvas  declared  the  fenate^of  tlic  king,, 
**  not  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  frugaj, -vigflant,  and 
*'  laborious :  juft  fuch  a  prince  as  would  have  been 
"  beloved  by  the  Swedes,  if  his  dcfpotifm  Jwid  noD 
^  transformed  all  the  fcntiments  of  his  fubjefts  into 
"  the  fHirfe  one  of  fear.'* 

o 

This  is  all  that  a  hiftoriah  who  only  writes  down 
events  in  a  rapid  and  animated  ftyle  has  faid  on  this 
fubjeft ,  but  whoever  is  defirous  of  fcarching  out  the 
caufe  of  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  a  con* 
ftitution,  muft  go  deeply  into  their  hiftory  ;  it  is  there 
that  he  muft  find  the  objedt  of  his  refearches. 

The  regency  had  plunged  the  Swedes  into  an  ex- 
penfive  wd  ufelefs  war.     In  order  to  acquit  the  debts 
which  the  ftate  had  contracted,  it  was  neceflary  to  lay 
very  heavy  taxes  on  the  people.     The  fenate,  com^ 
poied  of  nobles,  had  fpared  the  body  of  nobility  in 
aflTefTing  thele  taxes  by  which  they  excited  murmurs 
and  demands  which  evefy  day  increafed,  and  produced 
jealoufies,  hatred,  and  divifions.    The  two  orders  of 
the  peafants  and  burgefles,  blinded  by  their  refent- 
ment,  believed  diat  they  fhoidd  derive  more  happi- 
r\itii  from  reducing  die  nobks  to  their  clafs,  than  from 
afcending  ^cmfel^es  to  theirs,  .^nd  this  tliey  could 
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cording  to  the  laws  of  Sweden y  zvitbout  a/piring  at  the 
leaftau  gfnentation  of  power.  Thas  was  an  artfiil  mo- 
narch duped  by  the  frank  air  of  this  young  prince  who 
was  going  to  afccnd  the  throne. 

He  wiH>  already  knew  how  to  deceive  the  king  af 
PruflTia  and  beguile  him  of  his  approbation,  imght 
very  well  be  able  to.  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  old  fc- 
nators,  and  gain  the  confidence  of  the  citizens.  But 
I  wiU  give  the  portrait  of  this  prince  as  it  is  drawn  by 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 

"  Guftavus  the  Third  was  about  five  and  twenty 
"  when  he  was  proclaimed  king  of  Sweden. 

**  From  his  mother,  the  prefent  queen  dowager^ 
"  filler  to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  he  fecms  to  inherit  the 
•*  fpirit  and  abilities  of  his  uncle ;  from  his  father,  that 
•*  benevolence  of  heart,  which  ftill  renders  the  me« 
<*  mory  of  Frederick  Adolphus  dear  to  the  Swedes. 

"  Born  with  talents  that  would  have  refle&ed  luftrc 
"  on  any  rank,  but  pecidiarly  fuited  to  the  exalted 
•'  one  he  was  dellincd  to  hold ;  his  natural  endow- 
*'  ments  were  cultivated  to  the  higheft  pitch,  by  an 
•*  education  the  moft  finifhed,  and  moft  nicely  adapted 
"  to  a  fituation,  which  would  probably  one  day  rt- 
"  quire  their  fuUcft  exertion. 

**  By  a  graceful  and   commanding  oratory,  th^ 

moil  captivating  manner  and  infmuating  addrefs,  he 

cauglit  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  beheld  him  only  in 
*f  public;  by  an  extent  of  knowledge  and  depth  of 
"judgment,  he  excited  tlic  admiration  of  fuch  as 

«had^ 
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{nfenfibk  to  the  fwcetcft  of  fcnrimcnts — to  that  of  be* 
ficvolcncc.  The  fubjefts  of  fuch  a  prince  could  exped: 
nothing  but  to  groan  under  a  fceptrc  of  iron,  if  they 
had  not  courage  to  wreft  it  from  his  hand.  But  the 
Swedes  were  very  far  from  forming  any  fuch  refolu- 
tion ;  and  having  no  other  objeft,  no  other  defirc 
but  to  gratify  their  animofity  againft  the  nobles  and 
the  lenate,  they  paflcd  a  decree  in  thefe  terms : 

"  The  ftates  have  refolved  that  the  forms  of  go- 
"  vernment,  with  the  additions  which  have  been  made 
^  to  them,  fhall  be  no  more  confidered  as  binding  the 
^  Iking  i  but  he  fhall  have  the  power  of  changing  them 
'^  according  to  his  will  and  his  good  pleafure,  and  as 
^*  ftiall  be  neceflary  for  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom. 
'*  That  he  (hall  not  be  obliged  to  follow  any  form  of 
*•  government,  provided  that  he  confines  himielf  to 
^  governing  according  to  the  laws  and  ftacutes  of  the 
**  kingdom.  That  if  he  governs  with  the  confent  of 
**  the  fenate,  it  fnall  be  confidered  as  done  only  with  his 
"  own  free  will  5  and  in  virtue  of  his  good  and  juft 
"  difcernment;  in  fuch  manner  that  his  majefty  in 
**  quality  of  king,  invefted  with  the  fupreme  power 
"  of  governing  his  kingdom,  (hall  conform  to  the  laws 
^*  and  (latutes  as  to  thofc  of  an  inheritance  which 
<*  he  holds  from  God ;  and  (hall  be  accountable  for 
<*  his  aftions  only  to  himfelf." 

What  tyranny  (exclaims  Mr.  Sheridan)  does  a 
nation  defcrve  to  fuffer  which  has  been  capable  of 

thus 
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A  new  diet  was  convoked  in  which  the  two  parties 
which  had  divided  the  Mr,  fhewed  themlelvcs  a^ltiat- 
ed  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  oppofition  j  and  M.  dc  Vcr- 
gennesy  who  under  the  title  of  ambaffidor,  was  (fometp 
contend  with  the  mtnifters  of  Ruffia  and  Engkuid » 
had  gained  additional  ftrength  by  the  arrivad  of  a 
Tninifter  from  Madrid. 

The  order  of  die  nobles  was  attadied  to  die  coHrc 
intereft;  but  diat'body  had  not  fufficienC  power  to 
overturn  the  conffitution ;  neither  was  it  certsdn  that 
hs  members  had  a  delire  to  do  fo.  The  order  of 
the  cirizens  was  irritated  againft  the  fenate,  for  har-- 
ing  hid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  all  the  great  offices 
of  the  ftate  muft  be  held  by  nobles  only. 

It  was  gready  for  the  king's  intcrcft  that  die  (enatCji 
which  had  been  revived  by  his  father,  fhould  con- 
tinue to  exift :  but  if  he  had  fhewn  himfclf  openly  for 
that  body,  he  would  have  excited  the  jcaloufy  of  the 
citizens :  and  if  he  had  favoured  the  pretenfions  of 
the  nobles,  he  would  have  turned  againft  him  the  op- 
pofite  parties :  fo  that  in  this  embarraffing  fituation 
he  endeavoured  to  prefcrve  die  appearance  of  a 
pcrfcft  neutrality. 

Inftead  of  accelerating  the  proceedings  of  the  diet, 
the  king  retarded  all  its  operations :  while  he  in  (ecre* 
encouraged  rivalfliips  among  the  members,  h*       - 
peared  only  as  the  conciliator  of  th.  ii      ■•  . ; 
and  this  he  did  with  fo  much  n-^ '    «  ^-l 
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longer  to  fpeak  of  their  rights;  and  expecting,  no  tiling 
but  the  will  of  their  matter.  . 

How  much  more  wife  does  that  nation  appear  which 
inftead  of  enfeebling  itfelf  by  vain  and  unjuft  preten- 
tions, incrcafes  its  energy  by  uniting  all  its  powers  in 
one  central  points  which  point  comprehends  the  love 
of  Tirtue,  refpeft  for  all  property,  a  dcfirc  of  eftablifli- 
ing  order,  and  a  determination  to  grant  nothing  but 
to  the  claims  of  jufticc  and  the  laws. 

Charles  the  Xlth  died  after  confirming  his  autho- 
rity by  a  reign  of  thirty-feven  years.  He  left  to  his 
fort,  then  in  his  fifteenth  year,  a  throne  firmly  cfta^ 
bliOied,  and  refpeftcd  abroad ;  poor  but  warlike  fub* 
jefts  i  and  the  finances  in  good  order,  and  under  tha 
management  of  able  minifters. 

This  prince  was  willing  to  carry  even  beyond  the 
grave  his  authority  over  the  laws.  Thofc  of  Sweden 
fixed  the  majority  of  their  kings  at  fifteen  years,  but 
Charles  the  Xlth  retarded  that  of  his  fon  to.  eighteen. 
M.  de  Voltaire  fays,  that  it  was  to  favour  the  am^ 
bitious  views  of  his  mother  i  but  another  realbn  may 
be  prcfumcd  more  adapted  to  hischarafter.  Charles^ 
infenfible  to  die  cries  of  indigence,  to  the  tears  ofi 
a  compaflionate  wife,  was  not  capable  of  yielding  ta 
the  defires  of  an  ambitious  mother.  He  was  to  learo 
to  his  fon  an  authority  without  any  bounds :  the  fcnat^ 
which  had  been  heretofore  the  fenate  of  the  nation, 
V.  as  become  nothing  more  than  the  tribunal  of  the 
king,  and  the  organ  for  iiTuinghis  orders:   could  h^ 

place 
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What,  he  faid,  nUgbt  he  dme  he  aftually  did:  bdr 
the  moft  aftonifliing  circumftance,  and  the  one  moft 
woithy  of  notice  is,  that  nothing  contributed  more 
to  the  king's  elevation  than  the  overthrow  of  the  partjr 
mod  fiivourable  to  him :  fo  true  it  is,  that  in  politics 
we  muft  not  build  our  opinion  on  the  circumftances 
of  the  moment ;  nor  form  our  expeditions  of  the 
future  by  the  prefent.  The  talent  of  perceiving  all 
the  refources  which  even  a  mbfortune  may  aSbrd, 
is  what  charadkenfes  the  able  negociator,  and  the  true 
ftatefman« 

The  people  appeared  every  day  more  difcontented 
at  feeing  the  diet  prolonged  without  determining  any 
thing;  and  they  began  to  conceive  an  averfion  for  a 
form  of  government  which  retarded  by  {o  many 
thackles  the  conclufion  of  afimrs. 

The  triumphant  party,  upon  examining  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  fenate,  declared  that  it  had  abufed 
the  confidence  of  the  flates  s  and  all  its  mem- 
bers were  without  diftinftion  cafliicrcd,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  the  minifters  of  Ruflia  and  England, 
who  wifhed  to  have  an  exception  in  favour  of  thole 
who  were  attached  to  dieir  intcreft. 

Thus  was  Guftavus  the  Hid.  fcarcely  feated  on  the 
throne,  when  he  beheld  that  fcnate  which  had  cod 
France  fo  much  intrigue  and  fo  much  money,  and  for 
the  formation  of  which  Frederick  the  lid.  had  expofed 
his  crown,  dcftroyed  before  his  eyes. 

AU 
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provinces  and  the  exhaufted  condition  of  the  ftate^^ 
left  this  nation  of  warriors  convinced  of  a  truth, 
that  the  prince  who  thinks  of  nothing  but  battles ; 
who  placps  all  his  glory  in  doniineering  over  other 
nations ;  and  in  tearing  away  and  bellowing  crowns, 
is  a  real  plague  to  his  fubjefts. 

I  have  obfervcd  that  no  people  on  earth  ever  ex- 
perienced fo  many  revolutions  in  their  government 
as  the  Swedes.  We  have  feen  them  during  the 
reigns  of  two  kings  fubmitted  to  the  moft  outrageous 
dcfpotifm }  yet  this  nation,  fo  fallen,  fo  degraded, 
is  going  to  re-afcend  to  her  ancient  liberty,  and  her 
ftates  to  refume  their  fovereign  power. 

Charles  the  Xllth  had  two  fifters:  the  eldeft 
was  married  to  the  duke  of  Holftein  j  the  youngeft, 
named  Ulrica  Eleonora,  had  been  efpoufed  to 
Frederick,  hereditary  prince  of  Hefle  Caflcl.  The 
(hites  were  unwilling  to  confer  the  crown  on  tha 
fon  of  the  duchefs  of  Holftein  left  he  ftiould  believe 
he  enjoyed  it  under  an  hereditary  title,  and  pretend  to 
the  fame  power  which  had  been  exercifed  by  the  two 
former  fovercigns :  and  before  they  would  offer  their 
crown  to  the  younger  fitter,  they  required  her  to 
acknowledge  that  (he  had  no  right  to  claim  it,  in 
cohfequence  of  a  law  of  the  ftate,  which  imports  that 
no  princcfe  can  fucceed  to  the  throne  unlefs  flie  be  un* 
married:  Ulrica  being  therefore  doubly  excluded,  op 
account  of  her  juniorfliip  and  her  marriage,  did  not 
htfuate  to  publiih  a  declaration  by  which  <' fhe  re.- 

Vol*  !•  E  c  *'  nounced 
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orders  had  been  contradided  and  fuipendcd  by  the 
court.  * 

So  ferious  an  accufadon  as  this  is>  canilot  be  ad4 
mitted  without  proof,  whatever  may  be  the  merit  joi 
the  writer  who  offersit :  but  whetfief  it  were  true  or 
not,  the  enemies  of  the  (fates  increafed  from  province 
to*  province ;  whik  the  ^pardzans  of  a  ncwadminiftra-. 
tion  increaled  round  the  king;  who  had  the  art  of 
holding  in  pcrfcft  fecurity  even  th<^  -who  had  an 
opportunity  of  obfcrving  him  moft  ftriftly. 

The  two  royal  brothers  were^at  ttusdme  in  riic  pro- 
vinces of  Scania  or  Schonen,  and  Gothland,  where  Aty 
rcfided  under  various  pretences ;  but  their  real  motive 
was  that  they  might  win  the  confidence  of  the  officers 
and  ibldiers. 

The  moment  for  efFefting  the  revolution  now  prefled 
upon  thofe  who  were  concerned ;  the  king's  inten- 
tions, fccrct  as  they  were,  began  to  be  difcovered  -, 
and  the  minifters  of  the  two  courts  who  flood  com- 
petitors with  France,  being  more  able  to  pry  into  the 
defignls  of  princes  than  the  members  of  the  diet,  ac- 
quainted them  with  it;  but  its  members  were  fo  in- 
toxicated with  their  fuccefi,  and  placed  fuch  confidence 
in  their  own -knowledge,  that  they  fcarcely  deigned 
to  pay  any  attention  to  what  was  communicated  to  them 
by  thofe  foreigners. 

As  the  fcheme  which  was  projefted  could  not 
be  carried  into  effed  without  confiding  it  to  fome 
Swedifti  fubjeft  capable  of  favouring  its  executwn-, 
the  king,  after  having  aflfurcd  himfclf  of  the  attach- 
ment 


^  die  ftates.  In  fine,  that  they  fliould  have  the 
*•  power  of  difmifling  any  member,  of  the  fenati 
«*  of  lihofe  conduft  they  difapproved ;  or  of  grant* 
•*  ing  him  leave  to  retire  if  he  defired  it/* 

For  completing  the  audiority  of  the  ftates,  die  diet 
eftablifhed  a  feeret  commtta,  compofed  of  members 
of  the  noble  order,  and  6f  the  clergy  and  the  bur- 
gefles;  the  number  was  to  be  at  the  will  of  the  aflem* 
bly,  but -there  was  always  to  be  the  proportion  <Jf 
two  nobles  to  one  of  any  other  order. 

This  committed,  which  united  the  judiciary  and 
executive  power,  was  fo  much  the  more  formidable 
from  its  referving  to  itfelf  the  trjdng  of  all  Crimea 
which  it  diought  proper  to  denominate  high  tirafon  t 
for  in  all  fuch  caules  it  was  both  judge  and  party# 

It  was  not  pdl&ble  for  the  ftates  to  be  raifed  to  a 
hi^r  degree  of  fovVreignty ;  and  as  the  diet 
had  alone  the  right  of  diflblving  icfelf^  it  mightj 
by  prolonging  its  exiftence,  annul  the  royal  power, 
Und  h<^d  the  retnt  of  government  forever  in  hs  own 
hand^. 

Now  I  have  Ihewn  die  extent  of  die  audiority 
apjyropriated  to  the  ftates  in  this  revolution,  I  QkUi 
ta&e  a  curfoify  view  of  that  which  wv  refervtd  td 

die  crown. 

The  office  of  idng  waf  hereditary. 
Tie  had  the  precedence,  and  all  the  cxtfrbalpomj^ 
and  infigoia  of  majcfty. 

£  e  a  Hit 
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regiment  of  artillery ;  and  on  his  return,  the  detach- 
ment  which  was  to  mount  guard  that  day  being 
tinder  arms,  his  majefty  called  all  the  officers  into  the 
guard-ro6m>  and  there  addreiled  them  in  a  ipecch  of 
^ch  eloquence  as  ftruck  them  with  admiration.    He 
|)ainted.  to  them  m  the  mod  lively  manner  the  un^ 
happy  ftatc  of  die  kingdom ;  the  fetters  in  which  it 
was  held  by  the  gold  of  foreign  powers  5   the  diflcn- 
tions  and  the  troubles  which  had  rcfolted  from  that 
infiucnce  i  and  which  had  diftra<fled  the  diet  during 
fourteen  -months.      He  aflured  them  that  Ms  only 
defife  was  to  terminate  thefc  diforders ;  to  banifh  cor- 
ruption;  and  to  re-eftablifli  true  liberty.    Hepro- 
tefted  to  them  in  the  ftrongcft  terms,  that  he  renounced 
git  abfolute  power,  or  that  which  the  Swedes  call 
firocreiffitjy  and  he  concluded  his  oration  with  rfiefe 
words :    "  I  am  obliged  to  defend  my  own  Kberty 
**  and  that  of  the  kingdom  againft  die  ariftocracy 
^  which  now  dominates :    will  you  be  feithful  to  me, 
^*  as  your  anceflors  were  to  Guftavus  Vafe  and  to 
«  Guftavus  Adolphus  ?     Then  will  I  rifle  my  life  for 
^  your  good  and  the  good  of  my  country." 

The  officers  who  had  in  general  embraced  the 
king's  party,  haftened  to  fwear  fidelity  to  him.  One 
of  them  however  named  Cederftron  alledged  in  ex^ 
iHifc  for  his  not  doing  the  fame,  that  he  had  but  a 
ftort  time  before  fwom  fidelity  to  the  ftates,  and  that 
he  could  not  confcqucndy  take  the  oath  required 
by  his  majefty.    The  king  looking  ftemly  at  him, 
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The  authors  of  this  new  form  of  government  con- 
^ufted  themfelves  by  a  wife  plan.  Thry  were  con- 
vinced, that  the  evils  in  which  the  wars  of  Charles 
the  Xllth  had  involved  their  country,  rendered  peace 
indifpeitlable  j  and  that  the  Ruffian  forces  were  no 
longer  a  mere  banditti,  as  in  the  kime  when  twenty 
thoufand  of  them  furrendered  at  difcretion  to  eight 
thoufand  Swedes  at  the  battle  of  Nerva-:  they  there- 
fore formed  a  clofe  <:onnedion  with  the  Ruffians^ 
conciliated  their  friendfhip,  and  appeared  to  m^ke 
a  facrifice  of  all  the  lofles  which  their  countrymen 
had  experienced  in  Germany,  to  avoid  giving  um- 
brage to  their  neighbours. 

They  had  the  fortitude  to  refifl:  all  the  addrels  of 
France,  which  fought,  it  is  not  ealy  to  fay  on  what 
political  principles,  to  attach  Sweden  to'^her  intereft, 
and  carry  the  flames  of  war  againft  all  the  other 
powers  of  the  north.  This  plan  of  conduft  was  in- 
variably purfued  until  the  year  1738,  at  which  tinac 
the  Swedes  entirely  changed  their  fyftem.  In  the 
diet  which  was -convoked  at  that  period,  the  court  of 
Vcrfailles  acquired  greal  influence  over  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  fenate ;  and  fornried,  by  means  of  the  gold 
flic  dlfperled  there,  a  confiderable  party  which  were 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  de  cbapeaux  (the  hats), 
while  the  party  which  oppofed  them  were  called 
de  tdnnets  (the  caps.)  Thefe  two  parties  af^ed 
t  principal  part  fo  long  under  thefe  ridiculous  ap^ 
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nacc  of  a  king,  or  feduccd  by  his  appearance  of  af^ 
fc(5ion  and  confidence. 

The  gaining  over  the  officers  was  not  however  alone 
fuificient:  it  was  neceflary  alfo  to  iecure  the  ibldiefs. 
The  king  advanced  towards  themi  and  addrefling 
them  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  ,thc 
officers,  he  was  anfwered  by  the  loudeft  acclamations^ 
except  by  one  individual,  who  cried  out  no^  but  his 
voice  was  loil  in  the  general  fliout  of  approbation. 

In  the  mean  while  emiflaries  were  employed 
to  circulate  a  report  through  the  city  that  the  king 
was  arrefted :  this  fiUfe  alatm  drew  the  people  in  mul* 
titudes  to  the  palace ;  where,  upon  feeing  his  m^efty> 
they  exprcffed  their  joy  by  reiterated  acclaxnadons  j 
and  (hewed  fuch  a  difpofition  in  his  &your  as  gave  a 
certain  omen  of  full  fuccels. 

The  fenators  were  fecured  almoft  at  die  lame  mo- 
ment. They  had  obferved  from  die  windows  of  the 
council  chamber  all  that  had  pafTed  on  the  parade  be- 
fore the  palace ;  and  curious  to  know  the  caufe  of 
the  acclamations  were  defcending  in  order  to  enquire  ; 
when  thirty  grenadiers  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  no- 
tified to  them,  that  it  was  ibe  goodfleafure  of  his  ma^ 
jejly  they  focidd  remain  where  they  were.  They  com- 
plained loudly,  but  the  only  anlwcr  they  received  was, 
the  door  being  fhut  upon  them. 
.  When  tlie  fccret  committee  had  learned  that  the 
fenate  was  arrcfted,  it  immediately  feparated;  and  each 
gf  its  member^  endeavoured  to  provide  for  his  own 
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impetuofity  of  Charles  the  Xtbi  ind  the  heroUm  of 
Charles  the  XIIch>  it  poflefled  Aothing  but  the 
Ihame  of  defeats  and  the  infamy  of  corriiptioii. 

The  nation,  it  is  tarue,  domiiieered  over  its  kin^ 
but  he  was  the  only  peribn  to  whom  it  gave  laws: 
thofe  by  which  it  was  itfclf  governed  were  diftated 
by  foreign  powers.     The  hiftory  of  this  acra  does  not 
prove  an  eulogy  on  ariftocradc  dominion  i  but  diere  is 
a   ftill  better  reafon  for  my  dwelling  upon   it : 
it  particularly  relates  to  France.      What  advan-» 
tage  has  that  kingdom    deftived  from   this    dark 
policy,  fo  much  extolled  under  a  miniftry  which  is 
now  no  more  ?    For  upwards  of  fifteen  years  th* 
cabinet  of  Verfailles  turned  all  its  attention^  and  di- 
rected all  its  influence  towards  the  north ;   and  What 
has  been  the  confequence  ? — Sweden  has  been  en- 
gaged lA  a  war  with  Rulfia,  which  has  proved  fatal 
to  here  the  Turk,  roufed  from  his  (lumber,  and  ex- 
cited to  turn  his  force  againft  the  Czarina,  has  owned 
as  well  as  Sweden  the  triumph  of  her  arms$  and  a 
treaty  of  alliance  in  &vour  of  England^  which  is  this 
moment  in  extftence,  was  for  a  while  retarded* 

What  cvib,  what  calamiries,  have  been  produced 
by  thb  abominable  policy,  this  rage  for  domineering 
in  a  foreign  kingdbmt  SViFt^n  has  been  divided 
into  two  parties  which  by  their  mutual  contentions 
have  caufed  tmhappihefs  to  the  people,  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  repair  the  loffes  of  the  ftate,  or  put 
Vol.  L  Ff       "  their 
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nacc  of  a  king,  or  fcduccd  by  his  appearance  of  af^ 
fc(5ion  and  confidence. 

The  gaming  over  the  officers  was  not  however  alone 
fufiicient:  it  was  neceflary  alfo  to  lecure  the  ibldiers« 
The  king  advanced  towards  them;  and  addrefling 
them  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  .the 
officers,  he  was  anfwered  by  the  loudeft  acclamations^ 
except  by  one  individual,  who  cried  out  no^  but  his 
voice  was  loil  in  the  general  fliout  of  approbation. 

In  the  mean  wtule  emiilaries  were  employed 
to  circulate  a  report  through  the  city  that  the  king 
was  arrefted :  thisfidfe  alatm  drew  the  people  in  mul* 
titudes  to  the  palace ;  where,  upon  ieeing  bis  majefty^ 
they  expreffed  their  joy  by  reiterated  acclaxnadons ; 
and  (hewed  fuch  a  difpofition  in  his  &vour  as  gave  4 
certain  omen  of  full  fuccels. 

The  fenators  were  fecured  almoft  at  die  fame  mo- 
ment. They  had  obferved  from  die  windows  of  the 
council  chamber  all  that  had  pafTed  on  the  parade  be- 
fore the  palace  j  and  curious  to  know  the  cauie  of 
the  acclamations  were  defcending  in  order  to  enquire  ; 
when  thirty  grenadiers  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  no- 
tified to  them,  that  it  was  the  goodpleafure  of  his  ma- 
jejly  they  JJocuId  revmiii  where  ibey  were.  They  com- 
plained loudly,  but  the  only  anlwcr  they  received  was, 
the  door  being  fhut  upon  them. 

When  die  fecret  committee  had  learned  that  the 
fcnate  was  arrefted,  it  immediately  feparatcdi  and  each 
gf  its  member^  endeavoured  to  provide  for  his  own 
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The  (ubfidies  which  Sweden  received  from  France, 
Tfitve  not  indemnified  her  for  the  lofs  of  men,  of  ihips^ 
and  of  money,  which  Ihe  incurred  by  following  die 
councils  of  diac  ally-— An  ally  who  was  defirous  of 
^veming  odiers  diough  (he  knew  not  how  to  govern 
at  home ! 

Inftead  of  giving  their  money  to  the  Swedilh  fena- 
tors,  would  k  not  have  been  more  wife  in  the  French 
to  have  demanded  it  of  thole  who  under  that  title  were 
exempt  from  paying  impofts  ?  Infteiad  of  corrupung  the 
depofitories  of  that  authority  which  ruled  Sweden,would 
it  not  have  been  better  to  purify  thofe  who  adminiftered 
juftice  in  their  own  provinces  ?  Ihftead  of  multiply- 
ing their  foreign  penfioners,  would  it  not  have  been 
more  prudent  to  limit  the  number  of  thole  who  wern 
Ipringing  up  at  home  ? 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  Ihall  now  fee  banilhed 
forever  that  murderous  policy,  which  produces  war 
where  peace  Ihould  reign  without  interruption :  which 
exhaulb  the  cidzens  of  its  own  Hate,  that  it  may  cor- 
rupt the  fubjcfts  of  another  fovere^gn  \  and  which  tranf- 
ibrms  the  reprelentadves  of  kings  into  the  agents  of 
fraud,  of  perfidy,  and  of  fedu£Hon. 

Is  it  not  in  confequence  of  this  &lfe  policy,  that 
France  has  increafed  her  nauonal  debt  to  fuch  an 
immenft  amount,  diat  a  deep  gulph  is  opened  by  it 
which  threatens  the  fate  of  the  monarchy,  and  which 
muft  now  Iwallow  up  {o  much  treafure  before  it  can 
be  filled? 

F  f  2  CHAP- 
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Ipcftators  of  the  mcafures  which  the  public  fiifetjr  re- 
<lui]Td ;  aiid  enjoined  them  to  (by  within  their  houicsy 
and  keep  their  doors  fhut. 

An  offic<ir  was  difpatchcd  with  orders  to  the  reg^ent 
of  Dupland,  and  to  that  of  Sudennania^which  lay  within 
a  few  hours  march  of  Stockhohn,  to  return  to  their 
quarters :  and  the  commanding  officer^  who  was 
attached  to  the  fcnatr,  was  ordered  to  repair  immedi- 
ately to  Stockholm.  Thefe  orders  were  executed  with 
fo  much  more  ^ciCty^  as  the  king  had  ufed  the  pre- 
caution of  not  fiiffering  any  perfon  to  go  oat  of  the 
city;  and  the  orders  being  counceriigned  by  the  ft- 
cretaryof  ftatc,  die  troops  were  kept  ignorant  of 
what  had  pafTed  there. 

Befides  the  fenatorsj  who  were  detained  in  feparate 
apartments  of  the  palace,  general  Rudbeck,  and  nnrany 
others  of  the  party  which  was  adverfe  to  the  kingi 
were  put  under  arr^ft  without  the  Icaft  refiftance  from 
any  of  them. 

The  partizans  of  the  king  became  fo  numerous, 
that  no  perfon  was  fcen  in  the  ftrect  without  a  white 
handkerchief  tied  round  his  arm,  in  imitation  of  his 
majefty,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the  entcrprife 
had  given  die  example. 

The  king  pafled  the  night  in  taking  his  round 
through  the  city,  where  the  troops  rcmainedundcrarms : 
and  the  next  day  many  thoulands  of  the  inhabitants  * 
aflcmbled  to  take  the  oath  which  had  been  taken  the 
preceding  day  by  die  officers  and  foldiers, 
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Mow  &r  Were  thefe  ftates,  fo  abfolute  in  their  wiU» 
from  believing^  that  the  youiig  prince  whoie  fub- 
governor  they  diftnifled,  under  pretence  that  his  em^ 
ployment  was  fuperBuous,  and  whom  they  forbid  all 
communication  with  his  preceptor,  fliould  become 
the  abfolute  fovereign  of  Sweden,  and  annihilate 
their  power !  and  yet  thisa^ually  happened  in  the  year 
1 77 1,  without  a  war,  and  without  any  efiiifion  of  blood. 

Such  an  event,  which  did  not  feem  within  the  Una 
of  probability,  may  furnifh  a  uiefiil  leflon,  and  teach 
nations  that  diey  ought  not,  repofing  on  the  ftrength 
(>f  their  conftitudon,  to  fleep  in  fatal  iecurity.  It  is 
not  fufficientto  Umit  the  authority  of  kings ;  die  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  muft  be  at  the  fame  time  ex^ 
tended :  for  human  inconftancy  ihould  be  confidered ; 
and  we  fhould  remember  that  if  people  grow  tired 
and  defirous  of  novelty  even  in  the  midft  of  public 
welfare,  they  will  be  ftill  more  folicitous  of  a  change 
when  their  condition  is  unfortunate. 

When  the  new  king  of  Sweden  was  on  his  return 
from  France  to  his  own  dominions.  He  pafled  by  Pruf- 
fia,  and  went  to  vifit  his  unde  at  Poddam.  It  was 
generally  rumoured^  and  might  be  eafily  fuppofed,  that 
the  hero  of  the  north,  who  was  the  moft  abfolute  of 
kings,  engaged  the  young  prince  to  break  the  yoke  to 
which  his  royal  neck  was  to  be  iubmitted :  it  is  how- 
ever very  true  that  fo  far  from  giving  his  nephew  fuch 
dangerous  council^  Frederick  applauded  the  refolu- 
fion  avowed  by  Guftavua  the  Illd,  tf  gcummg  ae^ 
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^^  had  an  opportunity  of  being  nearer  his  peribn.  But 
^  neither  of  thefe  could  as  yet  fiilpeA  him  of  that 
«'  genius  for  intrigue,  of  that  bold  and  enterprizing 
^^  Qttrit  %(rhich  havc.rmce  diftinguiihed  Jiim $  neither 
^^  could  hope  that  fuch  a  genius,  whiUt  it  was  exerted 
^  to  promote  the  parucular  interefts  of  the  prince 
^^ytW>  poflfeffcd  it,  Qiould  yet  never  lofe  fight  of  the 
^  happinefs  of  the  people ;  diat  fuch  a  Ipirit  fhould 
^^  be  under  the  direction  of  prudence,  and  in  its 
*^  couric  be  marked  by  a  modejration  as  amiable  as  it 
^  is  rare. 

Negle6)iul  of  pleailires,  yet  not  averfe  to  them^ 

without  being  diffipated,  he  tafted  the  amufemenoi 
^^  of  the  court;  and  in  the  midft  of  the dofeil appli- 

cadon  to  ftudy^  retained  all  that  graceful  eaie  which 

qualifies  to  fhine  in  a  circle.  He  ctildvated  with 
^^  fliccefs,  the  arts  of  governing  and  of  pleafing  i  and 
*'  knew  alike  how  to  gain  the  reipeft,  and  win  upon 
*^  the  affedions  of  his  future  fubjeds. 

Under  the  appearance  of  the  mo(t  difintereiled 

patriotifin,  an  ambidon  great  as  his  talents  lay  con- 
*'  pealed :  and  covered  by  a  2eal  for  the  welfare  of  his 
«*  fubjcfts,  his  defigns  upon  their  liberdes  might  have 
**  efcapcd  the  penetration  of  the  moft  fagacious.'' 

If  this  be  a  faithful  portrait,  it  is  not  furprizing  that 
Guftavus  the  Hid.  has  triumphed  over  the  iehate  in 
the  contelt  between  monarchy  and  ariftocracy.  And 
yet  what  obfbtdes  had  he  to  overcome  !  What  de-> 
cepdons  had  he  to^empk^y  for  accompliflung  his  end  I 
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But  to  return  to  the  proceedii^  in  the  ienate* 
When  the  articks  c£  the  new  form  of  government 
had  been  read,  the  king  deinanded  of  the  fiatesiftfaey 
^iproved  them.  It  muft not  be  ibrgottcn  duutactfae 
moment  when  the  monarch  put  this  queftioii  *io  the 
tfiet,  he  was  fiirrounded  by  armed  guards :  that  can- 
Don  ready  charged  were  pointed  towards  die  gate 
of  die  hall  where  the  ftates  were  aflcmbled :  and  that 
it  was  iikewife  furrounded  widi  ioldiers  who  came 
to  fwear  fidelity  to  Guftavus :  all  the  orders  of  <:ouric 
anfwered  him  with  acclamations. 

One  fingle  member  of  the  order  of  nobles  hadhow- 
ever  the  fortitude  to  rife,  and  propoie  limitinip  die 
contribudons  to  a  certain  number  of  ymn  i  but  die 
marihal  of  the  diet  refuied  to  let  this  ifiodon  be 
debated  without  the  confent  of  the  king,  who  daprefled 
his  defu^  that  the  nobles  would  place  the  fiune  con- 
fidence in  his  paternal  care  as  the  other  ordoi  cbd, 
who  had  not  propoied  fuch  a  Umitadon, 

The  marfhal  of  the  diet,  and  the  ipeakers  of  the 
three  orders  who  follow  that  of  the  nobles,  figned 
the  form  of  government  which  they  came  to  hear  read  i 
and  the  ftates  took  the  oath  which  was.  diSated  to 
them  by  his  majcfty. 

Shall  I  venture  to  mendon  the  ceremony  which  ter- 
minated this  extraordinary  fcene  ?  Shall  I*  not  de- 
grade a  monarch,  who  for  three  days  had  Ihewn 
himfelf  under  the  charaftcr  of  a  hero  to  all  faSs  capi-* 

tol? 
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alonf  •  He  t:vtn  went  lb  far  as  to  propofe  to  the 
minifters  of  foreign  courts  to  affift  him  in  reconciling 
the  of>pofite  intercfts :  and  often  afFefted  to  aflemble 
them  at  the  palace^  as  if  on  (bme  biifinefs  of  great ' 
importance,  in  order  by  that  to  delude  his  fubjcfts  and 
alfo  thofc  who  caufed  their  dividons. 

The  main  difficulty  on  which  the  diet  could  not 
agree  was,  whether  they  fhould  add  fomc  articles  to 
the  covenant  which  had  been  (igned  by  Frederick 
in  the  year  1751.  Three  of  the  orders  pretended 
that  as  there  had  been  many  new  laws  made  fincc 
that  time,  it  was  neceflary  to  have  them  fpecified  in 
the  engagement  required  from  his  majefly  at  his  co- 
ronation :  but  the  nobles  alone  infifled  that  there  fhould 
not  be  any  change  whatever  made :  and  they  main- 
tained that  this  was  one  of  the  points  on  which  the 
unanimous  confint  of  the  four  orders  of  the  flate  was 
required. 

The  king  inftead  of  fmoothing  thefe  difficulties  re- 
prefcntcd  with  an  air  of  concern  how  much  he  was  af- 
flifted  by  them.  "  If  my  intentions  (fays  he)  were 
*'  lefs  pure,  lefs  innocent  j  if  my  heart  were  not  filled 

with  the  tenderefl  regard  for  my  country,  for  its 

independence,  its  liberty,  and  its  glory,  I  might 
"  tranquilly  watch  the  occafion  of  taking  adv^antage, 
^*  as  fome  of  my  predccefTors  have  done,  of  the  dif- 
*'  union  of  my  fubjcdh,  to  the  injury  of  their  liberty 
**  and  their  laws.*' 
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regiment  of  artillery ;  and  on  his  return,  the  detach- 
ment  which  was  to  mount  guard  that  day  being 
tinder  arms,  his  majefty  called  all  the  officers  into  the 
guard-roAm,  and  there  addrcflcd  them  in  a  fpeech  of 
^ch  eloquence  as  ftruck  them  with  admiration.    He 
•  |)ainted.  to  them  m  the  moft  lively  manner  the  un- 
happy ftatc  of  the  kingdom  5  the  fetters  in  which  it 
•was  held  by  the  gold  of  foreign  powers  j    the  diffcn- 
tions  and  the  troubles  which  had  rcfdted  from  that 
influence  j  and  which  had  diftraftcd  the  diet  during 
fourteen  -months.      He  afliired  them  that  his  only 
defife  was  to  terminate  theft  diforders;  to  banifh  cor- 
ruption;  and  to  re-eftablifli  true  liberty.     Hcpro- 
tcfted  to  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  he  renounced 
til  abfolute  power,  or  that  which  the  Swedes  cafl 
fruereigntyj  and  he  concluded  his  oration  with  thefc 
words :   "  I  am  obliged  to  defend  my  own  Kberty 
*«  and  that  of  the  kingdom  againft  the  ariftocracy 
^  which  now  dominates :    will  you  be  ferthful  to  me, 
*'  as  your  anceflors  were  to  Guftavus  Vafa  and  to 
«  Guftavus  Adolphus  ?     Then  will  I  rifle  my  lift  for 
^  your  good  and  Ae  good  of  my  country." 

The  officers  who  had  in  general  embraced  the 
king's  party,  haftened  to  fwcar  fidelity  to  him.  One 
of  them  however  named  Cederftron  alledgcd  in  ex- 
ihift  for  his  not  doing  the  fame,  that  he  had  but  a 
ftort  time  before  fwom  fidelity  to  die  ftates,  and  that 
he  could  not  confcqucndy  take  the  oath  required 
by  his  majefty.    The  king  looking  fternly  at  him, 
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The  expcficd  and  indignant  fcnators  prefented 
thcmfclvcs  before  the  king,  who  by  fceming  to  de- 
plore his  inability  to  protcd  them,  attached  them 
ftiU  more  co  his  intereft ;  and  thofe  >^  hofe  affedions 
were  before  divided  between  tlie  monarch  and  the 
conftitudon,  now  turned  entirely  to  the  caufc  of  Guf- 
tavus;  while  that  monarch  fecredy  enjoyed  the  hatred 
which  his  party  bore  to  that  which  oppofed  them,  and 
the  delirium  of  thofe  oppofers. 

In  this  interval^  the  king  aflembled  a  body  of  near 
a  hundred  and  fifty  officers,  under  pretence  of  exer- 
cifing  them  in  military  manoeunes,  but  in  &d  widi 
defign  to  attach  them  to  hb  intereft,  and  difcover  how 
they  ftood  diipofed.  His  affability  foon  gained  him 
their  affedtions  and  filled  them  with  zeal  for  his 
cauie. 

An  accident  occurred  juft  at  this  crifis  very  fa- 
vourable to  the  projedts  formed  by  the  king.  There 
was  a  general  fcarcity  of  corn  in  the  kingdom, 
which  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  great  diftreis  -,  and 
a  report  was  circulated  among  the  people,  that  this 
dearth  proceeded  from  the  negligence  of  the  itates, 
who  fhould  have  prevented  it  by  importing  corn  from 
other  countries* 

In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  the  kingdom  re- 
echoed with  complaints  through  all  its  provinces: 
but,  if  Mr.  Sheridan  may  be  believed,  the  fbtes 
were  not  to  blames  for  they  had  given  orders  for  the 
diftributing  of  com  in  all  the  departmei\ts,.  and  thefe 
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nacc  of  a.  king,  or  feduccd  by  his  appearance  of  a& 
fcdion  and  confidence. 

The  gaming  over  the  officers  was  not  however  alone 
fuificient:  it  was  necelTary  alfo  to  fecure  the  ibldiets« 
The  king  advanced  towards  them;  and  addrcffing 
them  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  .the 
officers,  he  was  aniwered  by  the  loudeft  acclamadons^ 
except  by  one  individual,  who  cried  ont  no,  but  his 
voice  was  loft  in  the  general  (hout  of  approbation. 

In  the  mean  while  cmiflaries  were  employed 
CO  circulate  a  report  through  the  city  that  the  king 
was  arreftcd:  thisfiUfe  alatm  drew  the  people  in  mul^ 
titudes  to  the  palace ;  where,  upon  feeing  bis  m^efty> 
they  exprefTed  their  joy  by  reiterated  acclamations  $ 
and  fhewed  fuch  a  difpofition  in  his  &your  as  gave  a 
certain  omen  of  full  fucccfs* 

The  fenators  were  fecured  almoft  at  die  fame  mo- 
ment. They  had  obfervcd  from  the  windows  of  the 
council  chamber  all  that  had  pafled  on  the  parade  be- 
fore the  palace ;  and  curious  to  know  the  caufe  of 
the  acclamations  were  defcending  in  order  to  enquire  ; 
when  thirty  grenadiers  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  no- 
tified to  them,  thai  it  was  the  goodpleafure  cf  his  ma^ 
jefty  they  ficuld  remain  where  they  were.  They  com- 
plained loudly,  but  the  only  anlwer  they  received  was, 
the  door  being  (hut  upon  them. 
.  When  die  Iccret  committee  had  learned  that  the 
fenate  was  arretted,  it  immediately  feparatcdj  and  each 
gf  its  member^  endeavoured  to  provide  for  his  own 
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nient  of  a  captain  who  had  the  command  of  the  foit 
of  Chriftianftadt^  imparted  to  him  die  deftgn.  It  was 
agreed  between  his  m^ef}y  and  diis  officer,  that  after 
the  latter  had  excited  the  trod^s  under  his  conunand 
%o  revolt,  he  Ihould  Ihut  the  gates  of  the  fort  and  pre^ 
pare  to  defend  it ;  and  that  an  officer,  wlio  ihould 
pretend  to  have  clbapcd  from  thence,  fliould  inform 
prince  Charle3  of  the  event,  and  make  known  to  him 
the  necefllty  of  aflenibling  the  troops  immediately^  z$ 
if  to  Itifie  ^e  revolt. 

This  plan  was  exadly  followed  \  and  the  regimental 
voluntarily  obeyed  the  king's  brother,  who  would  not 
under  any  other  circumftances  h^ve  had  a  right  to 
make  them  march.  The  news  of  this  rebellion  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  Chnftianftadt  foon  reached 
Stockholm ;  and  the  king,  feeming  much  affedted  at 
it»  put  hlmfelf  at  the  head  of  the  city-cavalry  who 
were  ordered  to  patrole  the  ftreets.  He  fhcwtd  on 
(his  occafion  die.greateft  folicitude  £i>r  all  the  cidzens%  • 
conciliated  the  lore  of  all  the  inhabitanUj  whofe  duty 
he  ihared  with  them  s  and  no  officer  prefented  him«- 
felf  before  his  xnajefty  without  receiving  fome  proo^ 
of  his  affability. 

The  1 9th  of  Auguft,  1772,  was  the  day  on,which 
Guftavus  the  lUd  had  determined  openly  to  p^ 
conquer  the  fovereignty:  and  all  thofe  who  wi^ 
attached  to  his  caufe^  had  diredions  to  repair  on 
the  morning  of  that  day  to  the  palace.  Before  teq 
Q'clock  the  king  mounted;^  on  horfeback,  reidewed  the 
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fpcftators  of  die  meafures  which  the  public  b&xj  re- 
quired ;  and  enjoined  them  to  flay  within  their  houiesy 
and  keep  their  doors  fhut. 

An  officer  was  difpatchcd  widi  orders  to  the  r^jimenr 
of  Dupland,  and  to  that  o  f  Sudermania^which  hy  within 
a  few  hours  march  of  Stockhohn,  to  return  to  their 
quarters :  and  the  commanding  officer,  who  was 
attached  to  the  fenatje,  was  ordered  to  repsur  immedi- 
ately to  Stockholm.  Thefc  orders  were  executed  with 
fo  Hiuch  more  ^cifity,  as  the  king  had  ufed  the  pre- 
caution of  not  fuffering  any  perfbn  to  go  out  of  die 
city>  and  the  orders  being  counterfigned  by  die  fe- 
cretary  of  flatc,  the  troops  were  kept  ignorant  of 
what  had  paffed  there. 

Befides  the  fenators,  who  were  detsuned  in  feparate 
apartments  of  the  palace,  general  Rudbeck,  and  many 
others  of  the  party  which  was  adverfe  to  the  king, 
were  put  under  arr^ft  without  the  leafl  rcfiftancc  from 
any  of  them. 

The  partizans  of  the  king  became  fo  numerous, 
that  no  perfon  was  fccn  in  the  fb*cct  without  a  white 
handkerchief  tied  round  his  arm,  in  imitation  of  his 
majefty,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the  entcrprife 
had  given  the  example. 

The  king  paflcd  the  night  in  taking  his  roxmd 
through  the  city,  where  die  troops  remaineduiidcrarms : 
and  the  next  day  many  thoulands  of  the  inhabitants  * 
affembled  to  take  the  oath  which  had  been  taken  the 
preceding  day  by  die  officers  and  foldiers. 

-   When 
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iJud,  "  Think  of  what  you  are  going  to  do."  Cc- 
derftron  replied,  "  I  have  thought :  and  what  I  think 
•*  to-day  I  Ihall  think  to-morrow.  If  I  were  capa- 
**  bfc  of  viohring  the  oath  by  which  I  have  engaged 
^  myfelf  to  the  ftates,  I  ihould  be  equally  capable  of 
«'  &iling  in  that  which  your  majefty  requires  from 
"  me." 

The  king  defired  him  to  deliver  up  his  fword,  artd 
ordered  him  to  be  arrefted ;  but  immediately  after, 
fearing  the  impreflion  which  might  be  made  on  the 
reft  of  the  officers,  by  the  firm  and  rcfolute  conduft 
t)f  Cederftron,  he  foftened  his  voice  and  faid  to  him, 
**  As  a  proof  of  my  confidence ;  and  of  the  good 
^*  opinion  I  have  of  you,  I  return  you  your  fword, 
'<  without  infifting  on  the  oathi  and  I  only  requeil 
«  you  to  follow  me  this  day/* 

Cedciftron  prcferving  his  heroic  firmnefi,  anfwered 
the  king,  that  his  majefty  could  place  no  confidence 
in  him,  and  that  he  intreated  him  to  dilpenic  with 
his  fervice, 

I  thought  it  my  duty  not  to  omit  this  hiftorical  anec« 
dote,  becauie  andquity  ofiers  us  nothing  more  affect- 
ing ;  and  if  the  hft  revolution  of  Sweden  ihould  ever 
become  die  fiibjeCt  of  a  dramadc  poem,  one  of  the 
moft  beaudfiil  fcenes  which  could  be  brought  upon 
a  theatre,  would  be  thb  noble  refiftance  of  a  fimple 
gentleman,  who  alone  fhewed  himfelf  attached  to  his 
08th  I  and  who  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  me- 
nace 
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TIk  Ud^  featcd  cm  lus  duone.  and  fuiKoidcd  bjr 
htsgnudaaiida  numeroui  troop  of  oficen,  achfceftd 
a  ^Kcdi  udic  fbtes, irimcia  he  ptintedtD  diciBoft 
bvclycoloun  dK  exceflcs  die  dUcvden,  and  dtemif^ 
IbnuMs,  into  wfakli  the  oaooa  had  been  ffangad  fay- 
die  cfinBona  of  die  parties;  he  irandedthewafthe 
paini  he  had  taken  to  rccDOcfle  tfaem,  and  of  die 
inpatkude  which  he  leceived  in  return  t  he  infifted 
■ntfaein&Uf  they  had  dnwni^MwdiemfclTcs  bf  dicvr 
i«a]  policy  r  by  dirir  baiencfi  in  AciificinK  to  fo- 
reign gt^  die  dcucft  interdb  of  their  coonnyi  aach 
rifiog  fiiddadf  in  die  middle  of  hii  cUfcourfer  ^  cried 
evtt  '*IfaajroiK  of  yoo  can  deny  vdiat-I- hftve  ad- 
"  vancad,  leC  him  rife,  and  declare  it." 

No  perfim  dared  reply  to  dm  chaUei^i  and  CTtft 
if  the  ailembly  had  not  been  reftiained  by  fear»  dir 
king's  reproaches  were  h  juft,  that  k  wodd  not  have 
been  eaTy  to  contradiA  them. 

His  majefty  then  ordered  a  fccrctai^  to  read  tfac 
new  form  of  government  which  he  propofed,  and 
which  was  comprized  in  fifty-feven  ardckt. 

Mr.  Sheridan  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Revohaion 
reports  only  ibur  of  thefc  articles,  which  he  &p  ar« 
fijfficient  for  explaining  all  die  others,  and  giving  aa 
idea  of  the  prefcnt  conftittidon  of  Sweden:  but  who- 
ever was  to  judge  of  it  from  the  analyfia  be  pTCi  of 
\cw,  would  be  led  into  an-error. 

ft 
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UScSf.  The  king  then  mounted  on  horieback ;  and 
JfeOowed  by  his  officers,  a  large  body  of  lbldiers>  and 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  went  to  the  other 
quarters  of  the  city,  where  were  pofted  the  troops 
which  he  had  ordered  to  aflemble:  diefe  he  found 
equally  difpofed  to  embrace  hb  caufe,  and  received 
their  oaths  of  fidelity.  As  the  king  went  .along  he 
announced  to  the  people  that  he  had  no  objed  but  th^ 
of  defending,  of  faying  his  country  s  and  that  if  the 
people  were  not  wilUng  to  ^ve  him  their  confidence 
he  wouU  refign  his  Jceptrci  and  abdicate  the  throne : 
but  fb  dear  was  he  to  the  inhabitants,  that  they  con- 
jured  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  and  fome  of  them 
even  on  their  knees,  not  to  abandon  them. 

I  need  not  add,  that  his  majefiy  was  very  well  dii^ 
poied  »  yield  to  their  urgent  entreades ;  and  in  lefs 
than  an  houf  he  was  matter  of  all  the  military  forces  of 
Stockholm :  after  which  powder  and  ball  were  difhi* 
buted  to  the  fddiersi  and  many  pieces  of  cannon 
were  ^irawn  from  the  arfenal  and  mounted  at  the  pa- 
hce,  and  on  the  bridges,  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
die  city;  but  particularly  at  the  avenues  leading  to  i^ 
where  foldiers  were  j^ced  i^th  their  matches  lighted^ 
All  communication  bom  without  was  at  the  fame 
diiie  ftopt;  and  no  perfon  was  permitted  to  leave 
the  <:\Vf  without  a  paflpprt. 

A  declaradon  from  the  king  was  poflttf  up  in 
every  ftreet,  by  which  his  miyeflyesJiortedaflhiftftiiii-. . 
fbl  futgefts,  aod  all  the  inhabitants,  to  remain  quiet 
Vgi.  t  G^  fpcc* 
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But  to  return  to  the  proceedings  in  the  feaatc. 
When  the  articks  of  the  new  form  of  government 
had  been  ready  the  king  demanded  of  the  ftates  iftfaey 
aj^iroved  them.  It  muft  not  be  £>i^tten  diatatthe 
moment  when  the  monarch  put  diis  qucfttcm  to  die 
tfiety  he  was  ftirrounded  by  armed  guards :  that  can- 
non ready  charged  were  pointed  towards  the  gate 
of  die  hall  where  the  ftates  were  ailcmbled :  and  that 
it  was  likewiie  furrounded  with  fbldiers  who  came 
to  fwear  fidelity  to  Guftavus :  all  the  orders  of  courie 
anlwcrcd  him  with  acclamations. 

One  fingle  member  of  the  order  of  nobles  hadhow- 
ever  the  ibrdtude  to  rife,  and  propofe  limidi^  the 
contribudons  to  a  certain  number  of  yean  i  but  die 
mar/hal  of  the  diet  refufed  to  kt  this  itecion  be 
debated  without  the  confent  of  the  king,  who  d^mfled 
his  deru*e  that  the  nobles  would  place  the  ftme  con* 
fidcnce  in  his  paternal  care  as  the  other  orders  did, 
who  had  not  propofed  fuch  a  limitation. 

The  marfhal  of  the  diet,  and  the  fpeakers  of  the 
three  orders  who  follow  that .  of  the  nobles,  figned 
the  form  of  government  which  they  came  to  hear  read ; 
and  the  ftates  took  the  oath  which  was.  didatcd  to 
them  by  his  majcfly. 

Shall!  venture  to  mendon  the  ceremony  which  ter- 
minated this  extraordinary  fcene  i  Shall  I*  not  de- 
grade a  monarch,  who  for  three  days  had  Ihewn 
himfclf  u;idcr  the  charaftcr  of  a  hero  to  all  his  capi-- 

tol? 
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When  the  king  came  in  the  front  of  dus  muldtude 
a  profound  filcncc  was  obfervcd.  His  majefty  was 
on  horfeback  widi  his  iword  drawn  in  his  hand.  He 
advanced  cowards  them>  and  declared  that  his  only 
end  was  to  give  tranquillity  to  his  country ;  to  aboliih 
the  ariftocradc  form  of  government  s  and  to  reftore 
the  ancient  Swediih  liberty.  "  I  renounce  (continued 
he)  all  idea  of  that  abhorred  deipodfm  which  is"* 
called  fovereignty :  and  I  make  my  greateft  gknrf^ 
confift  in  being  the  firft  citizen  of  a  people  truly 
"free/* 

The  people,  who  fincc  Charles  the  Xllth,  had  nevef 
heard  their  king  fpeak  the  Swedifh  language,  liftened 
to  him  with  a  degree  of  admiration  natural  to  fiidr*' 
a  nofveky ;  and  often  interrupted  him  by  thdr  acda^ 
madons.  His  majefly  then  read  the  oath  "which  he 
made  to  his  people,  and  that  which  they  were  to  take 
to  him;  and  heralds  were  afterwards  lent  into  all 
quarters  of  the  city,  to  procl^m  an  aflcmbly  of  the 
ftates  for  the  next  day,  and  to  threaten  any  member 
who  (bould  dare  to  abfent  himfelf,  with  being  re-- 
garded  and  puntfhed  as  a  traitor  to  his  country.    " 

The  next  day  a  detachtnent  of  guards  received 
orders  to  occupy  the  chamber  where  the  nobles  af- 
fembled ;  the  palace  was  invefted  on  aU  fides  with 
troops;  cannon  were  mounted  in  the  court  wluch. 
faced  the  !hall  where  the  itates  were  to  meet;  and 
the  difierent  orders  were  not  permitted  to  proceed 
to  their  refpeftiye  chambers  or  to  move  with  their 
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^  Kir^  irc  de  pcQ|ilt  of  SwcdoT  (dcbimed 
zx  priLe?  c/  d^  ^^g?)  '  tohdnU  in  foor  ma- 
*-  vrC7±«  irfir^aoBMtcinployrd  by  lieaTen  to  redcein 
''  Sv»iifb  Isbcrtr  from  all  which  could  opprefi  and 
"  drgradc  iz.  Hippf  arc  die  ftatcs  of  Sweden  who 
''  art  able,  norwitfibnding  die  change^  to  take  leave 
^  of  the  king  in  as  mu  Ji  confidence  and  liberty  as 
<*  they  had  upon  their  firft  feeing  hini.** 

The 
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It  Is^riy  true  dut  bjr  the  38th  aitklet  the  king 
abne  has  the  right  of  convoking  die  flatesi  but  he 
cannot,  at  Mr.  Sheridan  teUs  us,  feparatc  them  at  will; 
becattfe  die  46di  artick  imports,  that  they  (hall  con«> 
dnue  three  mordis  or  moK;  and  at  the  end  of  that 
dme,  the  king  may  diflfolve  them.  It  is  in  vain  tn 
&y  in  juitificarion  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  a&rdon,  that  m 
the  year  1778,  die  king  ieparated  the  ftates  by  his 
ling^  will;  a  diftindion  (houid  be  made  between  the 
rr ji^/ and  the  deed^ziArht  one  ought  not  to  be  judged 
^f  by  the  other. 

Neither  is  it  true,  thst  the  kktg  has  the  pcwer  rf 
fi^fffV'^  h  ^^  fiH^  atubcriiy^  m  impojt  which 
has  hm  ^Mkfiid^  becauie  '*  new  impofls  cannot 
^  (accofding  |o  the  45di  ardde)  be  recpiirtd  but  in 
^*  caie^f  a  war  nrfiere  the  kingdom  is  attacked:  and 
'^  at  ioDB  as  the  war  fhall  be  at  an  end  the  eftatcs 
^^  iMft  aflemUe,  and  the  impofts  effatbliflied  on  ac- 
*'  count  of  the  war  Sialleeafe  at  once.'' 

By  the  48di  arddct  the  king  cannot  declare,  or  make 
war,  without  the  ooofentand  apfuobadon  of  the  ftates« 
HisSwccKfli  mqcfty  does  not  pique  Himfelf  on  a  very 
exaft  oUemnce  of  dus  ardck;  for  the  war  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged  with  RuflSa,  was  dedared  without 
die  confent  of  the  ftates,  and  many  members  of  the 
fenace  have  teen  fince  deprived  of  their  libcrqr  and 
tteir  dignities^  for  iMxxeitingagginft  this  firft  infraftion 
oftbeoonftitutiom 

Gg  j  But 
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tol  ?  But  I  muft  obfcrvc  that  the  Swedes  are  very 
fuperftitious  \  and  chftt  a  legifladng  king,  who  would 
conciliate  the  re(pe£fc  and  fubnullion  of  all  his  fubjefta, 
muft  not  iiegleA  the  moft  trivial  means  of  captiva- 
ting their  minds :  this  will  make  us  ceafe  our  aftoniih*- 
ment  that  Guftavus  the  Illd^  who  the  preceding  even- 
ing advanced  before  all  the  inhabitants  of  Stocks 
holm  on  horfeback^  with  a  drawn  fword  in  his  hand^ 
for  receiving  their  oaths  of  fidelity  5  now  in  the 
moment  when  he  was  employing  all  the  royal 
authority  in  the  midft  of  the  reprcfentatives  of  the 
nation,  drew  out  a  book  of  prayers^  laid  r  down  his 
crown^  and  chanted  a  te  deum^  which  was  moft  de- 
voutly echoed  by  all  the  alTembly^ 

Thus  was  completed  the  famous  and  laft  revo- 
lution of  Sw/sdcii^  which  was  accepted  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces. 

The  fenators  who  had  been  arrcfted  took  the  oaths 
of  fidelity^  and  were  that  moment  iet  at  liberty  i 
and  the  king  not  only  newarded  beyond  their  hopes 
all  thofe  who  had  feconded  his  projeA^  but  (hewed 
himfelf  noble  ^^  generous  towards  fuch  as  had  been 
the  moft  adverfe  to  it  i  he  even  retained  many  of 
them  in  very  important  cmploy^nents. 

A  curious  ledture  for  thofe  phUofophers  who  wiih 
CO  develppe  the  characters  of  mei^  is  to  be  found  in 
the  harangues  of  the  marlhal  of  the  diet^  who  a£b 
as  ipeaker  to  the  order  of  nobles  \  and  in  thofe  of 
the  ihree  other  orders ;  when  the  king,  ui  taking  leave 
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The  fpeaker  of  the  order  of  citizens  faid  to  the 
king)  ^^  This  aflembly  of  the  ftates  has  leen  the  mqt^ 
*'  ment  arrive  from  whence  the  happinefs  and  in- 
''  dependence  of  Sweden  (hall  henceforth  be  datedt 
*^  and  form  a  new  epccha*  Since  the  adTancement 
^  of  your  majefty  to  the  throne»  you  have  condnuaUf 
**  ftrengthened  the  foundation  of  government*" 

The  fpeaker  of  the  peafantSj  who{e  difcourle  con- 
tained at  leafl  one  hint^  exprefled  himfelf  duis :  ^^  At 

the  doling  of  a  diet,  as  long  as  it  has  proved  happy 

in  the  conclulion,  the  order  of  pea&nts  approach 
''  the  throne  to  acknowledge  with  the  moll  profound 
*^  refped,  that  the  kingdom,  upon  the  brink  of  de« 
<'  ftrudion,  owes  her  falvation  to  the  zeal  and  to  die 
^'  tender  care  of  your  majefty  alone>  by  whom  there 
'^  is  eftablifiiedi^^a^rr  offwvtr^  whUh  tmiil  turn  wai 
**  wanting  in  the  gwtmment^* 

The  fpeech  pronounced  by  the  marflial  of  the  diet 
in  die  name  of  the  nobles,  contained  nothing  but 
afl&lvntes  of  reneration,  and  proteftauons  of  fidelity. 
I  gave  estrafti  Ami  dK  addiefles  of  the  other  fpeak* 
ers,  to  ibew  ihltfrn  are  every  where  AityeA  to  die 
fi^me  affisAiaws  dbat  in  profperity  t|iey  exult  in  their, 
fiiccefi  I  diac  they  are  proud,  independent^  and  iea- 
ious  of  fHifimited  authority  1  that  they  delight  in  ex- 
crcifing  powtfj  and  in  annuUing»  annihilating  every 
diing  wUch  iittHof  their  owa  creations  but  that 
when  all  at  once  %  fiipertor  force  ^^rtngi  up  and  in- 
timidates thepij  ffci^.  becomi:  foppk  and  cringings 

and 


(    4«     ) 


CHAP.    XV. 

r    THE   COWSTITVTIONS  OF    SvEOE«»  AV0  0t«W 
MAHKt     AWD    Of    MMl  OTHM  StATIS  OV    THB 

North* 


I 


NSTEAD  of  infertile  at  lei^  die  pka  of 
goremmenc  prefented  b^  die  kifig»  and  fubfcribcd  bjr 
the  ftatety  I  fliall  pwe  an  abridgement  of  die  fiftf- 
ftvcn  articlei  in  which  k  was  coRiprized. 

If  is  agreed  hy  this  neir  chapter,  this  paft  be^ 
nrcen  die  Swedes  and  diechief  of  the  nation^  ^  That 
«  dio  relig^  bjF  which  Sweden  IhaK  regukte  public 
«  worfliip,  ftall  be  that  which  has  been  exj^aincd  in 
^<'tbe  Gonftflion  of  Auiburg,  as  has  been  decreed 
^^  in  die  council  of  Upfal. 

^  That  no  citizen  fhall  be  puniihed  in  his  honour, 
**  or  in  his  fortune,  or  by  the  lo(s  of  his  life,  widioot 
^  a  previous  trial  conformable  to  law. 

**  That  die  order  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  fliall 
^  be  obfervcd  conformable  to  the  convention  of  in- 
^  heritance  approved  in  the  year  1743. 

*'  That  after  the  royal  power,  the  higheft  dignity 
*'  fhall  refidc  in  the  fenate,  which  fhali  confift  of  feven- 

tcen  members,  including  the  grand  officers  of  the 

king- 


Of  the  Revolution  of  Sweden  »f  1772.      459 

over  the  nation ;  and  which  had  umtrd  within  its 

grafp  the  kgiflatire  and  executive  powers, -arid  tho 

military  force.    And  how  was  this  unexpMfted  ft- 

volution  accompliihed  ?    Three  days  were  fu^cient 

to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  $    but  how  many  circuih- 

|Unce$  concurred  to  bring  it  on  ?     It  was  ncceflary 

^hat  Gufiavu3  the  Hid.  fhould  be  born  with  an  am* 

bidous  miqd  $  that  he  (hould  know  how*  to  conced 

the  deAre  he  cntertwied  of  becoming  a  real  fove- 

reign  s  zmi  that  he  (hould  have  the  addrefs  to  gain 

the  aflfeftion  of  his  fubjeSs,  by  an  appearance  of  of- 

/ability >  an  air  of  chearful  freedom,  and  by  feeming 

to  take  a  part  in  the  miferies  of  the  pec^le. 

But  bis  rendering  himf elf  agreeable  to  the'  Swedes, 

was  not  fufficient  for  'dilpofing  ^m  t6^  adopt  a  new 

form  of  government;    it  was ^  neceflary  to  difgull 

them  unth  that  whi^  /had  fubfi^led  during  the  two 

laft  reigns  ;  and  Guftavus  brought  this  about  by  (Iro^ 

traAipg  the  diffentiona  which  prevailed  between  two 

pQwerfiil  fii^ons.    The  party  which  was  moft  <^ 

prefled,  he  always  took  care  to  attach  co  his  intereft  1 

Aod  in  propordon  to  the;  witNags  they  fufiered  from 

die  tyraffmy  of  their  criunaphant  ad  verfaries,  the-more 

the  enemies  of  thafi)  adverlaries  were  increafcd  by 

.the  difcohtents  of  the  fdflferers. 

The  people,  e^pedally  dibfe  who  did  not  dwell 
IB  the  cides,  might  ftill  renuun  neuter  in  thefe  quar- 
rels of  ambidon  and  vanity  $  it  was  therefore  requi- 
£(e  iQ^ind:foaieimeMS;Of  btercfting- them  in  the 

bulinefs. 
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Iiudne^^  in  order  to  draw  diem  into  a&ion : 
.<«nc«w  iiu  iinforcuiiatd]r>  buttoo  wtU  kwmfl/and  too 
i%ft^ .;|Ha6);ifed ;  it  ki  the  making  tbem  ex]>etifeBee 
dbke  wsuitof  that  artide  cf  ptovifion  which  a  of  all 
iHEbers  4ihc  moft  occeffiuy^  Bjr  this  abominable  ait 
«be  miildtudc  are  sdwayB  oo  be  excited  to  fiiry^  which 
Jiipders  tbem  bUnd  in  dieir  refentmea^  afid  in  dietf^ 
,'veRgeance*  When  the  people  are  thua  inftamed 
bow  un^xtunate  ia  the  condition  of  thofe  in  audiority ! 
thcj  are  aU  accufed»  they  are  all  perfecuted^  without 
txaminadoot  and  wtdiout  diftinftion ;  and  are  confi* 
dtrtd  a^  rcfponfibfe  for  die  accidltnts  of  nature.  ^  To 
<^  direft  tbiAga  in  fiidi  a  manner  that  we  may  live  (fay 
^  die  pe9p|e  to  their  adminlftratora)  Aorid  be  your 
^  firft  cart,  as  it  your  princ^id  duty ;  behold  we  die 
^  of  frmina^  dierefere  you  are  culpable.**  iThuf  rea- 
ibfung^^  howcYcr  vigue  it  may  ^sjppetr,  W  npc  ddKtute 

of  ttiftth* 

Swcdfil  eiQwrienced  a  dearth ;  and  the  beft  me- 
cb^d  the  ftates  could  purfue  was  to  purchafe  com 
^nid  caufe  it  to  bediftnbuced  throngh  aH  the  pro* 
frinces :  but  if  theie  foppliea  were  itopped>  or  if  the 
equal  diftribudoQ  of  thesf  waa  preimited  by  means 
of  fecret  intrigues^  then  die  provident  caw  of  the 
ftates  muft  be  rendered  inefl^uali  and  iniuntftions 
confcquendy  ctnfue.  The  le&  amhori^  the  king 
bad  in  the  government^  the  mote  fi^cure  was  he 
fyo/xi  haying  the  murmura  and  reproachea  of  the 
people  dijp^Aed  9giioSt  him  i.  ftr  alk  tbftr  coai^amts 

aU 
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all  their  hatred  ftill  fall  on  thofe  in  power :  otad  if 
the  king  (hewed  ever  fo  little  concern  for  the  dif^ 
trelKis  of  the  people,  his  emifTaries  fpoke  of  him  as 
being  deeply  afflided  ac  not  being  able  to  afford 
relief  to  his  dear  fubjeds  ^  and  thus  they  excited  %i 
defire  of  tnveftiog  him  with  an  authority  of  whicb  be 
would  make  fb  much  better  ufe. 

But  it  was  not  fufficient  co  give  the  enemies  of ^ 
fhofe  with  whom  the  public  power  was  depofited* 
an.o|^rtumty  of  direAing  the  refentmcnt  of  the 
peopk  agaiaft  them  >  there  exifted  an  armed  force 
which  had  fwom  fidelity  to  tbct>rders  of  the  fbtea^ 
who  were  paid  by  diem  ^  and  on  whom  preferment 
was  conferred  by  their  influence  only :  thefe  were 
aUb  to  be  tampered  withj  and  perfuaded  to  renounce 
their  oaths.  How  was  this  important  point  to  be 
mttained  }  The  prince  could  only  accompiiib  it  by 
conciliatuig  the  affedions  of  the  officers,  and  making 
himielf  popular  with  the  fbldiers>  by  appearing  fre- 
quently among  them^  by  marching  fometimes  at 
their  head,  fhewing  them  in  their  king  a  general, 
and  ift  giving  them  eveiy  pofllble  encouragement 
Unfortunately  however. there  was  no  war  exifling^ 
and  it  was  not  cafy  to  aflemble  the  army  in  order 
to  exdte  their  xeal.  Here  then  it  was  neceiiarjr 
to  aj^y  to  a  new  artifice  i  to  feign  internal  trouble, 
produce  the  appearance  of  an  infurre&ion,  and  make 
a  fliow  of  danger^  which  would  fumifh  an  excufe 
for  calling  troops  together.  <    But  who  could  be 
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tnifted  to  play  the  part  of  a  rcvolter  ?    Where  cotikf 
a  chief,  a  commander  be  found,  who  would  be  wSI^ 
ing'  to  run  the  danger  of  lofing  his  life  on  a  fcaffbkl 
to  ferve  the  ambition  of  a  king  without  authority,  . 
and  who  could  not  even  fave  the  criminal  if  he  failed  : 
in  his  defign  ?    Where  could  genei  ais  be  met  with  > 
who»  under  pretence  of  flopping  the  revolt^  would 
detach  the  minds  of  the  foldien,  and  keep  them  in  4 
ftate  of  inaction  ?    To  accompiifh  this  it  was  nece& 
fary  to  find  out  a  commander  of  fome  fort,  ortntadel,  . 
who  was  difcontented  with  government,  and  whofc 
irritated  pride  cherifhed'  a  defire  of  vengeance,    it 
-was  alfo  neceflkry  that  the  king  fhould  have  brothers,  .; 
or  other  near  relations,  whofe  interefl  it  would  be  to 
j*ai(e  him  to  great  power*     All  thefe  means  con- 
curred in  &vour  of  Guflavus  ;  and  he  knew  fi>  well 
how  to  employ  them,  that,  by  their  affiftance,  he  ren- 
dered the  fenace  odious,  and  the  diet  contemptible  ^ 
animated  the  people  to  take  part  in  his  caufe,  and 
won  over  thfc  military  force  to  his  fide. 

I  fhall  now  withdraw  my  attention  from  Sweden, 
and  direA  it  for  a  moment  to  France,  iii  order  to 
judge  of  the  degree  of  poflibility  there  may  be  of 
bringing  about  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  lafl-named 
country,  as  we  have  feen  take  place  in  the  former. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  a  multitude  of  workmen 
and  of  citizens  mufl  fuffer,  when  commerce  lan« 
guifhes,  and  there  is  a  fcarcity  of  money  ^  but  thefc 
fuffcrings,  this  languor,  iuid  this  fcarcity>  having  all 

originated 
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originated  in  the  conduft  of  a  former  adminiftration, 
and  in  the  necelGcy  of  fubftituting  one  ipore  equica* 
ble»  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  enlig^ucned 
part  of  the  people  will  impute  to  their  prefent  fe- 
prefentatives  *  their  prefent  misfortunes. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  who  already  ex* 
perience  a  relief  from  impolts  pleafing  themfelves 
in  the  idea  of  receiving  new  benefits  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  will  be  far  from  feconding  the  projeft  of 
preventing  its  completion  and  cffc6t. 

The  foldier  whofe  fpirit  had  been  difgraced  by 
(hameful  chafiifements ;  to  whom  was  denied  the 
h(^  of  raifing  himielf  to  the  higheft  ranks  by  his 
valpur^  a  hope  which  ihould  have  been  condnually 
made  to  glitter  in  his  fight,  even  if  it  had  been  in  fa(6l 
but  chioieiical>  will  not  arm  againft  a  legiflative  power 
to  which  he  owes  a  melioration  of  punilhment>  an 
increafe  of  pay,  and  a  profpeft  which  will  fupporc 
his  valour. 

The  cidzen,  whether  living  at  his  eafe  or  by  his 
induftry,  whofe  prbperty  will  be  protcfted  by  an 
immuubk  law,  will  be  its  moft  zealous  defender. 
The  man  therefore  who  is  daring  enough  to  attempt 
the  re-eftablilhment  of  arbitrary  power,  muft  rely  in- 
tirely  on  thedifcontcnts  of  the  nobility,  and  the  clergy; 

•  Thcf  nemben  of  the  late  legiflature  (as  tke  French  now  ftyle 
their  National  AflemUy)  are  here  meant,  as  thU  woric  was  pfinted 
before  the  dUblorion. '  ' 

but 


464      Of  the  Riwtktien  of  Sineden  in  tjji. 

but  he  iN^t  find  that  reliance  ill  founded.  A  great 
part  of  the  mbilitjr  haid  neither  feudal  rights  nor 
yn&  kudtodLeftMes  1  and  if  thefe  have  been  deprived 
of  dkeir  privileges,'  they  are  amply  compenikted  hf 
the  flippreflion  of  what  wa^  fo  unequally  diftributed : 
snd  if  on  one  hand  they  behold  the  plain  citizen  rife 
to  their  level,  they  perceive^  on  the  other  the  man 
of  high  diftindion  defcend  equally  to  the  fame 
Ijphere,  and  Ccafe  to  monopoliie  rewardr« 

In  regard  to  the  clergy,  they  afford  flill  lefs  pro<» 
mife  of  affiftance  in  the  proje£ked  plan.  The  greater 
part  of  this  milida  of  the  church  were  placed  under 
an  oppreflive  and  unjufl  hierarchy*  The  aftive  and 
laborious  multitude,  in  cultivating  the  ^ebe  com* 
mitted  to  their  care,  collefted  nothing  fer  them- 
ielves  but  pains  and  humiliadons  \  ^ile  their  dif^ 
dainful  overfeers  paiTed  over  the  field  to  treat  the 
labourers  widi  infult,  and  bear  away  the  produce  of 
the  harveft. 

One  part  of  this  militia  prefcntcd  the  true  pic- 
ture of  ^y;^,  (vafTals  or  bondmta;)  for  the  feudal 
fyftem  fubfifted  in  all  its  force  among  this  body  of 
men,  and  there  never  was  a  wider  diftance  between 
a  lord  paramont,  and  the  loweft  of  his  vaflals,  than 
between  a  high  dignitary  of  the  church,  and  a  beg« 
ging  friar. 

A  great  part  of  the  members  of  this  powerful  cor- 
poration find  ihcmfelvcs  fct  free  from  bondage,  by 
the  conititution  which  dcilroys  this  fuperb  orders 

recovering 
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onother  part  efcape  from  die  fhame  of  beggary  by 
recovering  their  freedom ;    and  if  tiMS  rich  k>fe  die 
Ji^9rfluiiUs  of  life,  the  poor  acquire  the  neceffkriei 
which  before  they  wanted. 

If  therefore  from  thele  concurring  circumftantes^ 
diefe  inconteftible  fa£ts,  the  number  of  the  difcon- 
tented  among  the  clei^  will  be  found  much  inferior 
to  that  of  thofe  who  favour  the  conftitudon/the  anti- 
revoludonifts  can  expeft  no  aid  from  that  expiruig 
foody. 

Is  it  from  thole  who  conftitute  the  magiftracy 
that  they  can*  hope  for  afliftance  ?  The  occafioti- 
which  there  once  was  for  diem  exifts  no  mote. 
They  were  a  mound  oppofed  to  a  torrent  $  but  that 
torrent  is  converted  into  a  ftream^  which  icarcely 
bathes  the  fand  over  which  it  tranquilly  Bowi. 

Let  the  counter  revoludonifts  compare  this  weak*^ 
ncfs  of  their  party  to  that  dcfcnfive  force,  that  nation- 
al fpirit,  that  love  of  liberty,  and  that  warlike  enthu- 
fiafm,which  inflames  all  hearts,  and  they  will  perceive, 
that  it  would  bo  the  excefs  of  madnefs  to  attempt  a 
revolution  in  the  preient  moment,  as  it  is  the  exceis 
of  folly  to  fear  it. 

But  what  cannot  happen  in  one  reign  may  in  ano* 
thcr.  We  have  found  the  late  form  of  government 
prevail  peaceably  in  Sweden  under  two  kings,  and  we 
have  feen  by  what  means  a  new  form  was  occafibned. 
Let  the  French  profit  by  the  faults  of  other  people, 
that  they  may  not  be  expofed  to  fimilar  confequences. 

Vol.  I,  H  h  Famine 


466       Of  the  Rivokiion  rf  Sweden  in  int. 

Famine  is  a  powcHul  means  of  bringing  abotit « 
revolution  *•  htt  them  encpurag^  agriculture^  and 
keep  the  magazines  in  each  department  alvrays  fiiU, 
to  fecure  them  from  this  calamity. 

The  day-labourer  and  the  artizan^  who  have  nodiing 
in  referve^  no  property^  and  no  oeconomy^  foon  ptfr 

*  The  coodndors  of  the  French  revdodon  caa  bear  trtimotty 
to  this  truth.  Adearthof  com,  (aid  to  proceed  from  dw  Cuhiie  of 
the  livreft  in  ibme  puts  of  France,  proved  in  their  hAndt  aaenpne 
of  inrefiftiUe  force  when  direfted  agunft  the  fiiMc  of  gorenunent. 
Itorwasitlefseffefbudinovcftanungtheclefgy;  duMigh,apoBcx« 
aaunatiott,  it  appeared  ia  die  ccdefiaffical  coaumtite,  duabfge 
portions  of  the  debt  iriuc&  wat  made  one  canie  of  aocafinioaagaiaft 
that  bod^>  had  been  comraded  by  pnrchafing  com  to  fi^ply  the 
neceffities  of  the  people :  the  archbiihop  of  Paris  had  bonoived 
6co>ooo  livres  for  this  humane  pnrpofe,  the  aichbilhop  of  AnCck 
nearly  u  large  a  ittffl»  and  many  others  had  contribuied  propor- 

How  far  this  fcarcity  was  a  natural  calamitx,and  how  hi  it  was 
increafed  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  fadion,  the  limit  of  a  note  will 
not  permit  me  to  argue :  1  (hall  only  obferve,  that  in  the  pamphlet 
written  upon  that  fubjed,  by  Mr.  de  Calonne  in  the  year  1789^ 
there  are  poiitive  charges  brought  againft  Mr.  Neckar  and  hit 
adherents,  which  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  even  the  fl^ghteft 
attempt  to  refute,  of  having  created  an  artificial  £unine  by  meana 
which  are  there  dated  very  circumftandally. 

If  M.  de  Calonne's  afTertions  were  true  (and  the  filence  obfenr- 
ed  by  thofe  whofe  intercft  it  was  to  vindicate  Mr.  Neckar,  then 
the  idol  of  the  democratic  party>  is  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  they 
were  fo)  what  a  deep  !aid  fcheme  of  villanous  policy  was  employ- 
ed to  bring  about  the  revolution  1 

fron\ 
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from  competency  to  extreme  indigence  ^  but  let  Work- 

hou(eS|  eftabliihed  for  the  purpofes  of  charity,  always 

offer  them  an  afylum  from  delpair>  and  keep  them 

from  being  led  away  by  bad  men.    Let  the  natives 

always  be  employed  in  preference  to  foreigners! 

becaufe  every  country  Ihould  provide  for  its  own 

children  before  it  adopts  thofe  of  other  ftates.    Let 

the  bearing  of  arms  be  forbidden  to  every  individual 

who  cannot  give  fome  fecurity  for  his  condud  to  the 

law^  and  who  b  not  enrolled  under  the  national  ftand- 

ard.    Let  the  kgifladve  body  watch,  without  in- 

termiilioni  over  the  czecudoa  of  their  laws  i  and 

never  modify  them  but  to  make  them  perfeft*    Let 

all  the  cidzi^Sj  at  all  dmes,  confider  Jiifficc  as  an 

acceffible  divinity,  and  diipofo  themfelvcs  to  obferve 

her  rules ;  and  let  the  executive  power  be  fufficieody 

armed  for  proteding,  but  not  for  opprefliog  tb» 

people.    In  fine,  I  Ihall  never  ceafe  to  repeat,  tha^ 

from  the  chief  of  the  nadon  to  the  meaneft  ddsen, 

all  who  live  under  the  empire  of  the  conflitution, 

ihould  enjoy  more  happineis  than  thofe  who  exifted 

under  arbitrary  power  i  and  then  I  will  anfwer  for 

it,  that  no  pardzan  of  the  late  government  will  ever 

attempt  in  France  what  was  by  Guftavus  the  IXId, 

fo  rapidly  accompUlhed  in  Sweden. 
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NSTEAD  of  infertile  at  lei^  die  plu  of 
goremmenc  prefented  b^  die  kifig»  and  fiibfcribcd  by 
the  ftatety  I  fliall  give  an  abridgement  of  die  fifty- 
ftvcn  articlei  in  wM  ch  k  was  coniprized. 

If  is  agreed  by  thb  new  chapter,  this  paft  be^ 
rwceA  die  Swedes  and  dleehief  of  the  nationj  ^  That 
«  die  religion  by  which  Sweden  (halt  regukie  puUic 
«  worfliip,  ftall  be  that  which  has  been  exj^ained  in 
^'tbe  confeflion  o(  Auiburg,  as  has  been  decreed 
^  in  die  council  of  Upfal. 

*^  That  no  citizen  fhall  be  puniihed  in  his  honour, 
<^  or  in  his  fortune,  or  by  the  lo(s  of  his  life,  without 
^  a  previous  trial  confermabie  to  law. 

*'  That  die  order  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  fliaU 
^  be  obferved  conformable  to  the  convention  of  in- 
^  heritance  approved  in  the  year  1743. 

*'  That  after  the  royal  power,  the  higheft  dignity 
*'  fhall  refidc  in  the  fenate,  which  fhali  confift  of  feven- 

teen  members,  including  the  grand  officers  of  the 

king- 
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^  kmgdom>  and  the  governor  genei:al  of  Pomerania ; 
''.  that  the  fenatora  0iall  Be  chofen  by  the  king  aiane». 
*^  froai  among  his  noble  futyeAs  who  are  Swedea  by. 
^'  birth*  9nd  attached  to  the  kingdom  by  the  bonda, 
''  of  faiths  attachment)  and  homage. 

That  it  ihall  pertain  to  the  king^  to  govenit 

maintain^  and .  prote6t>  all  the  ftroog  places»  the 

provinces,  hb  rights,  and  thofe  of  his  crown. 
That  he  may  propofe  negociations  of  peace,  fuf^ 

penfions,  of  arms,  or  treaties  of  alUance,  for  debatt 
^'  in  the  ienate.  That  if  the  fenate  be  unanimoufly 
^*  againft  the  meafure,  his  miyefty  (hall  abide  by  the 
'^  opinion  of  the  fenate ;  but  if  the  members  differ, 
^^  his  majefty  may  abide  by  the  advice  which  hq 
*'  fliall  believes  the  beft." 

I  need  not  remark  that  by  this  ardcle  unanimity 
being  required  for  oppofing  the  will  of  the  king  on 
theie  very  important  objefts,  he  becomes  in  confe- 
quence  abfolute  mailer  i  for  it  certainly  would  not 
be  difficult  among  feventeen  fenators,  all  appointed 
by  him,  to  bring  over  one  at  lead  to  his  opinion, 
and  by  that  means  to  break  the  unanimity  of  the 
fenate. 

^  If  the  king  be  a  foreigner,  he  cannot  go  out  of 
^^  the  kingdom  without  the  confent  of  the  dates  i  if 
^'  he  be  a  Swede  it  will  be  fufficient  for  him  to  com- 
^  municate  his  defign  to  the  fenate :  and  unleis  the 
'^  fenate  oppofe  it  unanimoufly,  he  may  dill  follow 
^  bis  own  wilL 
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^  In  aU  affairs  which  are  fubmitced  to  die  tribunib 
•*  of  jufticc,  or  to  the  councils  of  war,  the  final  dc* 
*«  cifioii  Ihall  appertain  to  the  revtfion  of  jufiici^  which 
«*  court  ftiall  be  compofed  of  (even  fenators  who  (hall 
"  there  difcharge  the  office  of  judges.  The  king 
^  IhaU  aflift  at  this  tribunal  and  (hall  have  two  votes  ; 
^  and  his  vote  Ihall  decide  when  the  o^nnions  are 
^  equal** 

The  9th  article  innports^  <<  That  it  ihall  belong 
^  to  his  majcfty  alone  to  pardon  criminals ;  to  reftore 
'*  honour^  property,  and  life,  in  all  crimes  which 
^  wound  not  optvAj  the  plain  word  $f  (kd*^ 

According  to  the  letter  of  this  article,  the  Idng 
cannot  grant  pardon  to  a  murderer,  a  thief,  of  even 
\€^z,  child  who  fhall  have  failed  in  duty  to  his  parent  1 
but  w^  (hall  fpon  fee  that  this  b  not  the  ^U  of  the 
law. 

"  All  fuperior  officers,  from  that  of  lieutenanc«> 
**  colonel,  to  that  of  field- marfhalj  and  all  other 
**  correlponding  places  or  ranks,  whether  in  the  ec* 
"  clefiaftical  or  civil  ftatc,  (hall  be  filled  by  the  king'i 
"  nomination,  from  a  lift  prefented  by  the  fenators, 
"  which  (hall  contain  the  names  of  all  the  ctndi* 
•*  crates. 

With  regard  to  the  other  employments,  perfons 

(hall  be  appointed  to  them  by  the  colleges,  and  by 

the  colonels,  without  any  l^gard  to  favour  or 
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^  The  king  may  raift  to  the  rank  of  nobility  thofe 
whom  he  judges  to  have  merited  that  diftinAion ; 
*^  but  on  account  of  the  body  of  nobles  being  already 
*'  very  numerous,  the  number  of  &milies  which  he 
^^  may  ennoble  Ihall  be  limited  to  one  hundred  and 
«*  fifty. 

'*  The  eftablifhments  known  by  the  name  of  ad^ 
**  Zf^rr  Ihall  continue  to  watch  over  the  adminiftradon 
of  the  provinces ;  and  they  (hall  give  an  account 
to  the  king  alone  of  the  afiairs  which  are  under 
their  inlpeftion,  or  which  are  confided  to  them. 
^*  The  three  parliaments  which  are  the  higheft 
'^  tribunals  of  the  king,  and  where  criminal  procefles 
'^againft  the  nobles  are  exclufively  tried^  Ihall  fit 
^'  always  at  Stockholm,  at  Norkoping,  and  at  Abo  % 
'*  the  firft  for  what  is  called  the  kingdom  of  Sweden, 
'<  the  fecond  for  the  kingdom  of  Gothland,  and  the 
third  for  the  grand  principality  of  Finland. 
^^  All  commiflioners  invefted  with  the  right  of 
judging,  and  all  extraordinary  tribunals  arc  hence^ 
^  forth  abolilhed  as  means  which  can  only  &vour 
*'  defpodfin  an(l  tyranny/' 

This  muft  ceruinly  be  true,  fince  the  confeflion  has 
flipped  from  the  pen  of  thofe  who  wer^  anxioufly 
airing  at  abfolute  authority. 

^'  If  it  Ihould  happen  that  a  perfon  of  very  high 
''  birth,  a  fenator,  or  an  entire  college,  attempt  any 
crime  againft  the  king,  the  kingdom,  or  the  ma- 
jeily  ofthe  crown  i  and  that  the  criminals  cannot 
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^<  be  tried  etcher  by  the  parliamentSi  or  the  fecate  s 
'« in  that  cafe  there  fhall  be  eftablilhed  a  national  tri- 
^'  bui^,  at  which  the  king  himfeif  fhall  preikk ;  or 
^*  the  firft  hereditary  prince,  or  the  fenior  fenator,  in- 
^  ftead  of  the  king :  this  tribunal  fhall  be  com- 
*'  poied  of  all  the  fenators,  the  field  marfhal,  all  the 
'^  prefidents  of  the  royal  colleges,  the  four  fenior 
«<  counfellors  of  the  p^diaments^  a  general,  the  two 
*'  fenior  lieutenant-generals,  the  fenior  admiral,  the 
<^  two  fenior  vice-^^dmirab,  the  chancellor  of  the 
*'  court,  and  the  three  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

<<  The  chancellor  of  juftice  fhall  always  be  the 
**  profecutor,  and  die  fenior  fecretary  of  ftate  fliaU 
"  perform  the  office  of  recorder. 

^'  When  the  trial  is  over,  the  tribunal  fhall  openly 
^*  pronounce  the  decree ;  after  which  no  pcrfbn  can 
*•  change  the  fentencc,  much  lefs  increafc  its  rigour  i 
*'  but  his  majefly  may  grant  a  pardon." 

A  tribunal  compofed  with  all  this  folemnity,  can- 
not be  compared  to  thofc  dark  commilTiGns  which 
fachfice  viAims  at  the  defire  of  a  de^t. 

"  The  hereditary  princes,  and  the  princes  of  the 
"  blood,  can  neither  have  efbtes  fettled  on  them, 
"  nor  hold  the  office  of  governor-general ;  they  muft 
•'  content  themfelves  with  a  revenue  paid  them  in 
"  money;  which  for  hereditary  princes  fhall  not  be 
'^  lefs  than  one  hundred  dioufand  doUars.  This 
••  they  fhall  enjoy  from  the  day  of  their  being  de- 

•*  dared 


cr 
cc 

m 

cc 


Of  the  Om/titHtim  of  Sweden^  475 

^  dared  of  age,  which  (ball  be  at  dieir  atraining  die 
'  •'  age  of  twenty-one. 

<^  The  princes  of  the  blood  (hall  alfo  have  a  re* 
**  venue  proportioned  to  their  birth ;  and  they  may 
*'  be  adorned  with  the  titles  of  duchies,  and  prind- 
palitics ;  but  without  obtaining  by  that  means  any 
right  over  the  province  whofe  name  they  bear. 
The  prince  royal  (hall  have  admiflion  to  the  fe- 
*^  nate  at  eighteen  years  of  age. 

If  a  prince  of  the  blood,  or  an  hereditary  prince, 
^^  (halt  marry  without  the  king's  confent,  his  children 
'*  (hall  be  excluded  from  the  fucce(fion« 

No  perfon  except  the  king  has  a  right  to  con* 
voke  a  general  diet  of  the  (lates ;   iinle(s  in  the  ' 
king's  minority  his  guardian  exerci(e  that  right. 
The  ftates,  when  aflembled,  are  bound  to  re(pe6l:, 
^^  and  to  defend,  all  that  conftitutes  the  royal  prc^ 
rogative  and  authority," 

One  very  important  ardcle  of  the  conftitution  im- 
ports, "  That  the  king  cannot  make  new  laws,  nor 
^  abrogate  ancient  ones,  without  the  participation  of  the 
^'Jtatesr 

Guftavus  the  Illd.  could  certainly  not  think  that 
the  ftates  participated  in  the  creadon,  or  abrogation, 
of  any  law,  which  was  created,  or  abrogated,  at  a  dme 
when  they  were  afiembled,  on  an  appointed  day,  in  a 
haB  fiirrounded  by  guards,  and  with  cannon  planted 
j^ttheentrancr  j  w)d  had  there  propofed  to  them,  under 
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thofe  menacing  appearances,  the  will  of  the  monarch 
which  they  were  to  rcfolve  upon. 

^  The  ftates  cannot  (according  to  the  laft  con* 
^  ftitution)  annul  any  laws,  or  make  any  new  onei, 
**  without  the  approbation  and  conient  of  the  king/' 
This  is  one  of  the  laws  which  can  only  fubliil 
whik  tho  king  condnues-to  domineer,  through  the 
power  of  force,  or  of  terror:  for  the  nadon,  muft 
ftill  poflefs  the  inconteftible,  and  imprefcriptiUe  right, 
of  reforming  fuch  laws  as  are  obnoxious,  and  creating 
others  more  wife,  and  more  conformable  to  the  general 
wiU- 

Accordii^  to  the  prefent  conftimdon  ^'  the  king 
•*  cannot,  at  any  time,  raifc  or  lower  money  without 
*^  the  confcnt  of  the  ftates." 

In  redifying  fome  inaccuricies  of  Mn  Sheridan,  I 
formerly  obferved,  that  the  king  has  not  the  liberty  of 
impofing  new  taxes,  without  the  confent  and  will  of  the 
ftateSy  unlejs  the  kingdom  be  attacked  by  its  enemies; 
and  in  that  cafe  fuch  impofidons  are  but  provifional, 
and  muji  eeafe  with  the  war. 

"  That  the  king  muft  have  the  conient  of  the  ftates 
*'  before  he  can  declare  war.*' 

One  of  the  complaints  made  againft  his  prefent 
majeliy  is,  that  he  has  himfelf  violated  this  law,  in 
declaring  war  with  Rulfia  without  the  conient  of  the 
ilates.  If  he  is  indeed  an  aggreflbr,  as  he  is  £ud  to 
be,  it  proves  how  difficult  moparchs  find  it  to  fub-t 
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mit  to  laws,  fincc  they  rc^cd  not  thofe  which^  are 
emanations  of  their  own  will.  But  after  the  fuc- 
ceis  he  has  obtained^  after  the  glory  he  has  acqmred 
by  (hewing  as  much  courage  as  aftivity,  can  Ms 
nation  reproach  him  for  having  brought  Ruflia  to 
conclude  a  treaty  fo  honourable  for  Sweden ;  and  no 
loQger  to  difdain  a  people  whofe  former  viftories  over 
her  ihe  had  forgot. 

The  power  of  the  ftates  has  been  linuted  by  Guf- 
tavus  the  Uld  in  the  following  artide : 

**  No  other  regifters,  but  thofe  which  regard  the 
'^afiairs  on  which  his  majefty  may  have  refolved  in 
^'  conjunfHon  widi  the  ftates^  ihall  be  commumcated 
^  to  them  s  nor  can  they  demand  any  others." 

In  a  fucceedmg  article  it  is  however  iaid^  ^^  That 
*^  the  ftate  of  the  finances  (hall  be  laid  before  a 
*'  committee  of  the  (bates,  m  order  to  convince 
^^  them  that  the  public  money  has  been  empbyed 
^  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  kingdom.'* 

It  refults  from  thefe  two  articles,  that  when  it  (haB 
pleafe  the  king  to  convoke  the  (btes  in  general  diet, 
they  can  deliberate  on  fuch  articles  only  as  his  majefty 
Ihall  propofc  to  them ;  ^and  that  they  have  not  a  right 
to  feek,  in  the  different  deparhnents,  that  information 
which  might  throw  light  on  the  adminiftradon  of 
^reign  aflfairs,  or  of  the  finances. 

The  king  perhaps  believes  that,  while  he  thus  le- 
(trains  the  power  of  the  diet,  he  gives  a  compenfadon 
^r  the  lo(s  of  its  rights,  by  the  peribnal  protedtion 
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which  he  grants  to  its  members.  One  of  thcardcfef 
of  the  conftitution  imports  that  "  If  any  member  of 
^  the  diet  fhall,  without  having  given  caukj  be  mfiilted 
«*  or  ill  treated  by  words,  or  by  deeds  j  whether 
*'  it  be  during  the  diet,  or  in  his  way  to>  or  his 
^  return  from  die  diet,  and  that  he  has  made  known 
*<  his  quaUty,  diofe  who  (hall  have  infulted  lum,  fhall 
''undergo  the  punifhment  due  to  thofe  who  have 
"  violated  the  king's  peace." 

This  direction  of  the  law  is  very  vs^ue.  To  be 
in  treated  by  words  or  by  deeds  is  extremely  diffi^ren^ 
and  yec  the  punifhment  is  the  lame ;  and  the  worcb 
without  having  given  eaufe,  muft  leave  the  minds  of 
the  judges  in  great  uncertainty.  Who  (hall  determine 
what  may  give  eai^e  for  injurious  words,  and  even  for 
injurious  afts  ?  It  is  by  fuch  ambiguous  expreffions^ 
where  the  fenfe  is  fo  litdc  determined,  diat  men  are 
fiibmittcd  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  their  judges. 

This  obftrvation  leads  me  to  confidcr  a  difficulty 
which  prefcnts  itfelf  every  where,  and  which  unfor- 
tunate circumftances  render  particularly  important  at 
this  crifis. 

I  will  give  my  opinion  on  the  fubjcft  without  prc-» 
tending  however  to  decide. 

All  the  deputies  of  the  national  alTemhly  of  France 
are  at  this  moment  the  proxies  of  the  nation ;  and 
their  union  forms  a  tribunal  fuperior  to  all  the  tribu- 
nals. They  are,  wlien  afTembled  in  a  body,  above  the 
Jaw,  as  die  principle  is  above  the  refult>  but  indi- 
vidually 
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vidually  they  are  fiibjeft  to  the  exifting  law :  con- 
fequendy,  although  a  deputy  be  well  known  for  one 
<if  die  reprefentamts  of  the  nation,  if  he  commit  out 
of  die  afieraUy,  any  oflfence,  as  he  is  then  but  a  mem- 
ber of  fociety,  he  muft  be  fubje&  to  die  laws  oomr' 
mon  to  aitt  the  membera  of  that  fixnety.  But  as  the 
Ibndtions  of  a  deputy  may  fometunes  eipofe  htm  toi 
the  fefentment,  to  the  vengeance  of  tribonals  wtick 
Ite  feeks  txx  reform,  thefe  tiibiinals  Ihduld  not  have 
die  advantage  over  him,  of  reducii^  htm  to  im&ioa 
«  fflence  whenever  it  may  he  dieir  intereft  to  do 
ftu  To  prevent  therefore  on  one  fide,  thofo  ezodSes 
into  which  men  might  be  led  by  an  aflurance  o£  im* 
pmity ;  and  to  hinder,  on  the  other  fide,  the  efied  of 
that  hatred  and  jealoufy,  entertained  by  the  tribunals 
againft'  the  members  of  an  authority  fuperior  to  their 
own»  I  would  give  dus  radonal  interpretadon  to  the 
article  which  concerns  the  inviolability  of  the  depu- 
ties.—^When  a  member  of  the  natiooal  aflemUy  is 
accufed  of  any  crime  whatever,  during  the  condnuance . 
of  his  million,  the  magiftrate  may  receive  the  com- 
plaint, and  examine  wimefies,  but  he  {hall  not  if!lie 
a  decree,  as  that  might  deprive  the  kgifladve  aflcm- 
Uy  of  one  of  its  members,  without  impeaching  the 
perfon  acculed,  and  communicating  the  informadon 
obtained  againft  him.  AVhen  this  has  been  done,  if 
die  aflembly  finds  the  complaint  of  a  ferious  nature, 
and  the  evidence  conclufive^  it  is  for  diat  body  to 
eiq)el  the  impeached  member,  and  give  him  up  to 

the 
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Ac  hand  of  juflicc.  From  that  time,  die  deputy  cAt- 
ling  to  bdong  to  the  kgUla&ue  body,  is  no  ipore  than 
a  fimple  cidzen>  and  muft  be  punifhed  according  ta 
die  jigpur  of  the  law,  if  he  cannot-refiite  the  accii* 
fidon  laid  againlt  him» 

By  obierving  this  form,  the  law  of  inviolability  would 
not  be  infringed,  becaufe  juftice  would  not  feize  i^xxi 
die  perjbn  of  the  deputy,  undl  the  moment  when  the 
aflemhly  itfelf  had  fufpended  his  powers;  and  the 
tribunals  could  not  ladsfy  dieir  pcrfonal  hatred  agaioft 
die  fupreme  Icgiflators,  by  ifluing  decrees  en  flight 
*  eccaiions,  becaufe  the  legifladve  body  would  be  judge 
ef  die  reafons  on  which  they  were  founded*  * 

But 

•  Thiiopinion  (fays  M.de la  Croix  in  a  aote)  exprtfled before 
«  numerous  afTembly,  who  applauded  it»  and  afterwards  printed  it 
ia  the  Momttur»  has  been  fince  adopted  by  the  national  aflembly. 
So  &r  from  being  fitTonrable  to  real  culpriu*  I  perfift  in  thtnldog 
Aat  the  repccfenutives  of  the  nation  oug^t  to  deprive  them  of  all 
hope  of  impunity  ;  and  more  particularly  if  they  coptinwe  to  have 
the  report  of  their  proceedings  printed ;  as  the  public  will  then  be 
judges :  and  if  irreproachable  witnefles  agree  in  the  fiune  hS^ 
and  their  teftimony  be  not  refuted  by  that  of  others^  whatevef 
may  be  the  rank  or  talents  of  the  perfbn  accufed,  a  numoMMu 
body  (hould  not  dare  to  diihonour  itfelf  by  fiieltering,  Iroai  the 
vengeance  of  the  laws>  one  of  its  members  who  ihoold  be  evidendy 
culpable.  In  vain  may  it  be  objeded»  that  if  proof  is  neceflary 
for  condemnation,  prefumption  Ihould  not  be  fu£cient  for  a  de<« 
cree ;  to  this  I  (hould  reply  that,  the  explanations  given  by  tfa<^ 
party  accufed  befSne  the  decree  can  be  paiied,  may  diflipate  theft 
prefumptiotts*  and  put  a  fU)p  to  precipitate  or  fubomed  evidence, 

becaufe 
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But  to  return  to  the  conffitution  of  Sweden. 
The  king  b  obliged  to  maintaun  all  die  ftates  of 
die  kingdom  m  dieir  ancient  and  legidmate  privifeges, 
prerogaoves,  rights,  and  fibertf ;  and  no  new  prroHegi 
cm  be  ghen  &r  grmUed  in  foMwr  ef  any  wie  wrier ^ 
witboui  the  cmfmt  of  M  the  four  orders  united.    This  is 
one  of  the  abufes  which  men  know  how  to  make  of 
words.    What  is  meant  by  diis  promife  of  msdntain- 
ing  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom  in  their  ancient  and 
legitimate  privikges,  in  their  rights,  and  their  liberty, 
when  thefe  ftates  who  ought  to  aflemUe  of  diemiehres, 
if  not  convoked,  every  three  years,  arc  now  prevented 
from  ever  meedng  s^in,  unlefs  the  king  (houkl  order 
them  to  ajQTemble  ?  Or  what  liberty  remaines  mr  them, 
when  tbcy  are  to  deliberate  on  fuch  iubjeds  only 
as  the  monarch  (hall  fubmit  to  their  confideradon  ? 

I  have  laid  enough  of  die  conftitudon  of  Sweden 
as  it  was  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1772,  to  convey  a 
perfed  idea  of  k :  whether  it  will  laft,  or  whether  the 
nadon  will  maintain  it,  are  queftions  not  eafily  de- 
termined. It  was  the  intendon  of  the  Emprels  of 
Ruflia  to  change  it.  She  propofed  to  replace  die 
(htes  in  their  ancient  power ;  give  to  the  fenate  the 
authority  it  had  under  the  two  preceding  reigns;  and 
xt*bind  Guftavua  in  the  chains  which  he  had  broken: 
but  for  efieding  this  proje£^  fhe  muft  firft  have  tri- 

b€Ctii(t  wimcflb  are  tnovred,  bjr  the  law*  a  liberty  of  r^traffinf 
what  diey  hare  iaid  at  the  re-examlnatiorv  which  takes  place  after 
the  accofed  pcrfrn  hat  been  i^tenofated. 

umphed 
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umphed  over  the  kague  which  hid  been  formed 
agaloft  her  by  the  Turk»  Sweden^  Poland^  and  Pruf- 
fia:  and  ihe  mufthave  been  abk  to  fend  an  army  fuf^ 
ficient  to  enfure  the  conqueft  <^  Fudand,  and  a  navy 
into  the  Baltic  capable  of  deftroying  that  which  might 
there  difpute  with  it  for  vidory. 

In  177S  the  king  of  Sweden  convoked  a  die^  diat 
he  m^ht  keep  his  word>  which  had  been  given  in 
1772,  of  aflembling  the  ftates;  but  the  cider  of 
nobles  having  preiented  to  him  a  ttemorial  which 
tended  to  deftroy  the  new  conftituaon^and  which  ou^ 
€o  have  been  read  in  the  approaching  a(&mbly,  Guf* 
tavus  the  Illdj  in  order  to  prevent  its  efieA,  called 
together  the  four  orders  in  hi^  palace^  and  there 
declared  to  them^  that  knowing  there  were  ibme  evil- 
intcntioned  perfons  who  propofed  to  create  a  mif- 
underftanding  between  him  and  the  (Utes^  he  had 
determined  to  difiblve  them. 

They  were  again  convened  in  1789,  when  the 
king  obtained  their  acquiefcence  in  all  his  projedts, 
and  the  right  of  continuing  the  war  which  he  termina- 
ted fo  glorioufly.  This  was  a  large  increafe  to  his 
power* 

I  fhall  fay  only  a  few  words  more  concerning  thofe 
ftates  which  have  lofl  fo  much  of  their  ancient  fovc- 
reignty.  The  ftatc  wliicli  is  formed  of  the  order  of 
nobles,  may  contain  twelve  hundred  members,  as  the 
noble  families  are  eftimated  at  that  number,  and  the 
chief  of  each  family  has  a  right  to  reprefent  it  in  the 
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ftates ;  but  there  are  fcarcely  fix  hundred  gehdemen 
who  choofe  to  avail  themfclves  of  this  right,  unlcfi 
ibmething  verjr  highly  interefting  calls  them  to  the 
diet. 

The  rcprefentativcs  of  the  order  of  the  clergy 
do  not  exceed  fourfcore.  The  fourteen  Swedifh  bi- 
Ihops  form  part  of  this  body,  the  reft  of  its  members 
are  ecclefiaftics  eleded  by  the  beneficed  clergy.  The 
king  lends  letters  d  convocation  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
court,  which  tranfmits  them  to  the  archdeacons,  and 
they  give  notice  to  the  ecclefiaftics  in  dicir  rcfpcdUve 
parifhes. 

The  bifliops  arc  charged  wth  their  own  expences 
during  the  diets ;  the  odier  depudes  are  reimburfed  by 
their  conftituents ;  a  circumftance  which  fails  not  to 
diminifh  the  number  of  perfons  deputed. 

This  rule  has  alfo  great  influence  on  the  rcprc- 
fentation  of  the  burgefles.  Though  Sweden  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  four  towns,  which  have  a  right 
of  depuring  reprefentarives  to  the  diet ;  though  each 
commercial  town  may  fend  two  depuries,  the  prin- 
cipal towns  three  depudes  each,  and  the  capital 
(Stockholm)  ten;  yet  the  number  of  the  reprefenta- 
rives, of  this  order,  never  exceed  two  hundred. 

The  order  of  peafants  is  for  the  fame  rcafon  repre- 
iented  by  about  one  hundred  deputies ;  and  thus  the 
ufual  number  of  the  ftates  when  united,  is  from  nine 
hundred  to  a  thoufand. 

Vol.  I.  I  i  The 


48a  Of  tht  Confiimim  of  Sweden. 

-The  author  of  Le  Diilionndire  economique  fc?  foli^ 
tique  obfcrvcs,  that  the  order  of  peafants  is  ill  reprc- 
fcnted  in  Sweden ;  becaufc  the  poffcffors  of  land,  living 
like  nobles,  are  not  ac' nutted  to  reprefent  the  order  j  and 
that  to  be  eligible  it  is  n^ccffary  to  be  a  farmer,  or 
hufbandman  under  a  landlord:  confequently  tlxc  huf- 
bondmcn  who  are  proprietors,  and  wKo  conftitl!K|i^tht 
higheft  and  bed  informed  part  of  that  clafs,  have 
iK>  ihare  in  the  legiQadon,  and  feem  to  be  confidered 
as  nothing  in  the  national  fovereignty. 
•    Sweden  is  the  country  where  men  fccm  to  live  to 
the  greateft  age.     According  to  the  calculations  of 
the  celebrated  Wargenlin,  who  was  member  of  a  com- 
mifllon  eftabliihed    at  Stockholm  for-  keeping  an 
exadl  regifter  of  all  the  births  and  deaths  in  the  king- 
dom, there  were  found,  in  two  millions  four  hundred 
rhoufand  inhabitants,  two  thoufandand  thirty-fix  men, 
and  three  thoufand  five  hundred-  and  forty  women, 
above  die  age  of  ninety  years  j   among  whom  were 
many  ccntinarians  who   had  fcen  one  hundred  and 
twelve,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  roll  over 
dieir  heads.     But  notwithftanding  diis  advantage,  if 
it  be  one  to  linger  lb  long  upon  this  globe,  many 
of  the  Swedes,  at  the  hazard  of  abridging  their  days, 
fpread  diemfclves  through  different  parts  of  Europe, 
to  excrcife  dieir  induftry,  and  enjoy  the  plcafures  of 
a  milder  climate  than  their  ownj   for  in  Sweden  there 
is  fcarcely  any  medium  between  the  intcnfc  cold  of 

a  nine 
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a  nine  months  winter,  and  the  fufFocating  heat  which 
iiicceeds  it. 

The  fun,  at  tlic  time  of  the  fummer  folftice,  con- 
tinues eighteen  hours  and  a  half  above  the  horizon  at 
Stockholm ;  but  this  orb,  io  prodigal  of  ?ts  beams  for 
two  months,  is  as  great  a  niggard  during  the  winter : 
he  then  ftiines  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Sweden  no  more 
than  five  hours  and  a  half;  and  repays  them  for  the 
lofs  of  his  Hght,  only  by  the  feint  glimmer  of  his 
reflefted  rays,' which  the  planet  of  the  night  dilpenfcs. 

After  this  we  cannot  be  furprizcd  tha.t  the  fame 
mirtiber  of  men,  and  of  days  labour,  and  the  fame 
exertions,  obtain  in  this  region  but  one  third  of  the 
produce  which  are  obtained  by  them  in  happier  climates. 

When  we  confider  the  fmall  quantity  of  money 
which  was  in  circulation  in  Sweden  before  the  laft 
revolution ;  when  we  confider  that  at  that  epocha  its 
revenue  amounted  ^t  moft  to  fevcnteen millions*;  that 
the  capital  of  its  national  debt  was  ninety  millions, 
the  intereft  of  which  was  paid  to  foreigners;  that  in 
fpite  of  this  diftrefs,  fhe  has  been  honourably  punc- 
tual to  her  engagements,  refl:orcd  her  marine,  equipt 
fleets,  provided  for  armies,  and  made  head  againft 
Ruflla  during  two  campaigns,  we  cannot  conceive 
how  politicians  can  entertain  fears  for  the  exiftencc 
of  a  great  empire,  which  has  ten  times  more  money 
and  more  people  than  Sweden,  with  the  advantage  of 

a  more  fertile  foil. 

•  Rather  more  than  jf  700,000. 

I  i  2  Guftavus 
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Guilavus  the  lUd.  has  undoubtedly  committed 
feme  faults  :  one  very  great  one  in  his  adminiftxaribn 
was,  that  of  referving  to  himfelf  die  cxclufive  privikgc 
of  diflilling  aqua  vita ;  by  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
loft  ten  millions :  the  event  has  been  his  relinquifhing 
the  monopoly,  in  Finland^  for  the  compenfation  of  a 
trifl'mg  tax. 

Perliaps  it  was  another  polidcal  fault  to  declare  war 
againft  Ruflia,  by  which  the  nadon  was  involved  in 
cxpenc*',  which  will  not  be  compenfated  by  the  Grand 
Signior's  gold.  But  in  fpitc  of  thefc  errors,  (pardon- 
able in  a  young  prince  who  could  not  fo  foon  he 
cxpeftcd  to  underftand  the  fciencc  of  political  cscono- 
my,  and  who  ought  not  to  have  feen,  without  fecrct 
indignation,  the  Ruffian  minifter  endeavouring  to  re^^ 
cover  an  afcendancy  in  the  Swedifh  fcnate,)  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  this  king  is  one  of  the  men  moft  worthy- 
of  a  throne,  and  one  of  the  monarchs  who  will  appear 
with  moft  eclat  in  the  annals  of  Sweden. 

If  he  has  caufcd  the  diet  to  lofe  a .  great  portion 
of  the  power  which  it  had  acquired  under  the  two 
preceding  reigns,  he  has  delivered  his  Ibbjefts  from 
an  ariftocracy,  which  knew  not  how  to  employ  its 
audiority  for  increafing  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom  ; 
for  difcharging  its  debts  i  for  difengaging  it  from  die 
yoke  of  foreign  powers  i  or  for  animating  commerce, 
and  drawing  from  the  ocean,  wliich  the  Swedes  ought 
to  cultivate,   and  which  offers  to  them  an  abundance 

of 
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of  fifh,  a  produce  which  is  refiifed  by  an  ungcnial 
foil. 

I  could  wilh  before  I  take  leave  of  the  dates  of  the 
North,  to  caft  my  eye  over  their  conftitutions  ;  but 
nothing  is  to  be  feen  there  befides  command,   and 
fubmiflion:    the  will  of  the  prince  is  every  thing. 
Yet  I   will  if   poflible    furmount    the   difguft  ex- 
perienced at  beholding  human  nature  fo  degraded;  at 
feeing  men  converted  into  a  fervile  troop  devoted 
to  the   caprice   of  a  mafter;   marching  on,  even 
to  death,  when  they   are   ordered;    fettering  their 
very  thoughts,  from  a  fear  of  offending  the  power 
which  dominates  over  them;    fer  whom  the  word 
liberty  has  no  longer  any  meaning ;   and  whofe  lives 
are  lefs  their  property,  than  that  of  the  fovereign  to 
whom  they  belong. 

I  (hall  begin  with  Denmark. 
This  kingdom  had  heretofore  flates  compofed  of 
three  orders ;    the  authority  of  the  king  was  limited 
by  the  oath  which  he  took  at  his   coronation ;    and 
the  crown  was  eledive. 

But  the  nobles  abufed  the  jurifdidion*  which  they 
bad  over  their  vaflals  in  fo  unworthy  a  manner ;  and  the 
clergy  found  thenifelves  fo  opprefled  by  an  order  who 
arrogated,  to  themfelves  alone,  the  rights  which  be- 
longed equally  to  the  two  other  orders,  that  in  the 
year  1660  the  nation  abdicated  the  Pjvcreignty  in 
favour  of  Frederick  the  Illd  ;  fct  hirn  free  from  the 
reftraint  of  his  oath;  declared  the  crown  h9reditary 
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"  unlimited  po^ver,  and  they  Ihall  give  to  thcfe  words 
"  a  mcanirtg  ftiU  more  extended  than  they  have  in  the 
"  countries  where  hereditary  chriftian  kings  arc 
"  reputed  to  enjoy  abiblute  authority." 

The  fame  arricic  adds,  that  "  They  ftiall  give  to 
"  thefe  words  the  fame  acceptation  with  regard  to  the 
"  queens,  when  the  fucceflion  fhall  fall  into  the  fcmi- 
"  nine  line." 

In  fine,  this  royal  law  pronounces  that  ^'  Whoever 
"  fhall  fay  or  do  any  thing  to  injure  it,  ihaU  be 
^'  punilhed  as  traitors  to  the  crown,  and  fuffcr  the 
"  pains  appointed  for  the  crime  of  high  treafon." 

Happy  is  it  for  thofe,  who  Ipeak  or  write  on  the 
legitimate  authority  of  kings  at  this  period,  to  be  far 
from  this  fojourn  of  defpotifm !  They  would  be  foon 
condemned  by  it  to  eternal  filence. 

To  what  an  excefs  of  misfortunes,  or  of  ftupidity, 
muft  this  vile  nation  have  been  reduced,  before  they 
could  fubfcribe  to  fuch  a  law  for  granting  to  Frede- 
rick the  Illd.  an  authority  more  extended  dun  that 
of  any  fultan  ?  If  the  injuftice  of  the  nobles,  who 
h^d  formerly  the  right  of  life  and  death  over  their 
ya0als,  and  who  paid  no  taxes,  caufcd  in  the  Danes 
fuch  an  abhorrence  of  their  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment as  to  make  them  prefer  the  mod  abfolute  def- 
potifm, how  muft  the  prefent  order  of  nobles  blu(h 
at  their  anceftors ! 

Happily  for  human  nature,  the  defpot,  who  reigns 
over  this  country,  cannot  count  more  than  two  mil- 
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Kons  of  fi^bjcds ;  yet,  notwithflanding  this  fcancy  po- 
pulation, die  two  armies  of  Denmark  and  Norwiy 
amount  to  ieventjr-five  thoufand  men,  and  the  king 
can  fend  to  fca  a  fleet  of  forty  veflfcls  in  time  of  war. 

The  peafant  is  obliged  to  enroll  himfelf  from  the 
age  of  eighteen  to  forty ;  and  no  ibldier  dares  to  Ket- 
tle, or  to  uke  a  farm,  in  any  domain  except  that 
in  which  his  name  is  regiftered  ;  and  if  he  quits  the 
land  to  which  the  bonds  of  fervitude  attach  him, 
he  is  prolccuted  as  a  deferten 

The  nobles  enjoy  the  rights  of  the  chace,  of 
fiihing,  and  alfo  of  patronage,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
receive  the  revenues  of  eeclefiaftics  when  vacancies 
occur  by  death  or  oriier  cauics.  Gendemen  can  only 
be  cited  before  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the  king ; 
except  when  the  queftion  relates  to  feizing  their  pro- 
perty for  debt ;  fuch  caul'cs  come  before  the  pro- 
vincial judge. 

All  thofc  of  plebeian  birth,  who  have  any  rank  or 
dignity,  enjoy  perfonal  nobility. 

Chriftian  the  Vth  was  the  firft  who  introduced  the 
feudal  titles  of  count  and  baron.  The  principal  manor 
of  the  baron,  containing  one  hundred  French  acrt- s, 
and  that  of  the  count,  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
are  exempt  from  all  contributions  except  what  is 
called  the  prirajfes  tax. 

Neither  baronies,  nor  counties,  can  be  iriven  *is 
fcc-.irity  for  debt,  nor  can  tiuir  pofltfibrs  alicnare 
them  without  the  conJcnt  of  die  pre  Tumi. tive  heir, 
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and  die  king's  pcrmiflion.  Thefc  lands  are  never 
confifcated  but  for  high  treafon ;  and  even  in  that 
cafe  they  go  into  the  next  line. 

The  counts  have  the  property  of  all  mines  found 
on  their  lands  j  they  enjoy  the  right  of  jurifdiftion 
over  their  domeftics ;  and  when  they  build  houfes  at 
Copenhagen,  they  arc  exempt  from  ground-rent,  from 
lodging  foldiers,  and  from  many  different  imports. 
But  after  the  royal  law  how  can  the  titled  nobles  be 
aflurtd  of  preferving  thefc  privileges  ?  Their  fears 
may  indeed  be  calmed  by  the  refledlion  that,  whatever 
authority  a  king  may  poffcfs,  he  cannot  be,  unjuft 
towards  all  his  fubjedb  without  expofing  himfelf  to 
greater  danger  than  them  :  and  that  when  his  power 
is  directed  fjlely  by  his  will,  it  is  the  more  neceflary 
for  him  not  to  abufe  it.  The  general  dilcontent 
gave  abfolute  authority  to  the  king  of  Denmark  j  and 
rendered  him  independent  of,  and  fuperior  to  all  laws. 
The  nation  may  be  by  the  fame  means  caft  into  the 
chains  of  ariftocracy,  or  delivered  over  to  the  harlh 
power  of  democracy.  What  would  it  avail  a  king  to 
fay,  /  hold  my  authority  of  none  but  Heaven ;  /  acknow-- 
ledge  only  God  above  me?  The  monarch  who  was 
weak  enough  to  regard  thefc  vain  words  as  truths, 
would  foon  find  that  his.  fubjects  united  were  more 
powerful  than  he  ;  and  that  Heaven  would  make  no 
efforts  for  maintaining  an  authority  which  it  had  never 
conferred. 

Who 


490  ^f  ^^^  ConJlituii<m  of  Detmdrk. 

Who  could  believe,  if  authors  very  worthy  of  credit, 
and  who  have  declaimed  the  mod  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  did  not  affure  us  of  it,  that  the 
Danilh  code  of  civil  laws  is  even  to  this  day  the  bed 
in  Europe  ?  It  fonns  only  one  fingle  volume  in  quar- 
to ;  but  all  the  dilpofidons  are  fo  clear,  fo  pofitive, 
that  every  man  may  be  judge  in  his  own  caufe ;  thus 
there  are  but  very  few  lawyers  in  Denmark,  which 
is  at  leaft  one  means  of  foftening  the  mifcry  of  the 
people. 

The  revenue  of  Denmark  is  eftimated  at  twenty- 
three  millions  of  livres;  from  which  near  four  millions 
muft  be  deduftcd  for  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt, 
which  amounts  to  feventy  millions  of  livres. 

A  principal  part  of  the  Danifh  revenue  arifes  from 
the  toll  of  the  Sounds  which  is  a  famous  ftraight,  between 
the  illand  of  Zealand  and  the  terra  firma  of  Schon- 
en,  belonging  to  Sweden.  All  veflcls  trading  to 
the  Bakic  muft  paCs  this  ftreight,  and  are  fubjeft 
to  a  toll,  which  was  originally  paid  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement for  the  Hght-houfcs  and  fires  kept  up  for 
guiding  navigators,  and  preferving  them  from  rock* 
upon  the  coafts.  Sweden,  which  had  an  equal  right 
to  this  toll,  was  at  firft  exempt  from  paying  it^  but 
fo  far  from  claiming  a  fhare  in  die  profits,  Ihe  was 
hcrfelf  llibjeded  to  the  toll,  by  a  treaty  concluded 
ill  the  year  172Q. 

M.  de  Montefqiiicu,  who,  after  having  remarked, 
/hat  "  in  all  the  wars  bctv/een  Denmark  ana  Sweden, 
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the  arms  of  the  latter  have  always  had  the  advan- 
tage over  thofc  of  her  rival  j"  fays  "  there  muft 
*'  be  feme  concealed  caufe  in  the  governments  for 
*'  this  conftant  fuperiority. "  The  caufe  does  exifl 
in  their  governments,  but  it  is  not  concealed.  The 
peafants,  who  form  the  force  of  national  armies,  have 
always  been  ferfs  or  bondmen  in  Denmark ;  tlicy  have 
had  pay,  but  not  a  country.  In  Sweden,  on  the 
contrary,  the  peafants  have  ever  made  part  of  the 
.  nation  as  citizens  ;  and  citizens  fighting  againft  (laves 
muft  always  have  the  advantage.  For  this  reafon 
all  the  military  force  of  Poland  confifts  in  its  cavalry 
which  is  compofcd  of  gentleman;  and  tlie  re- 
public can  place  no  dependence  on  its  infantry,  which 
is  formed  only  of  thofc  unhappy  beings,  attached  to 
the  land  which  they  cultivate  under  the  yoke  of  fer- 
vitude. 

J  axn  fenfible,  and  Pruflia  ftands  as  an  exampk-,  that 
it  is  not  neceflary  for  men  to  be  free,  to  make  them 
good  foldiersi  but  then  there  muft  be  a  courfe  of 
long  and  fevere  difcipline,  to  convert  a  fimple  fiibjcft 
into  a  murderous  machine  ;  which  dares  not  give 
back  before  the  enemy's  fire^  becaufc  he  finds  death 
ftill  meet  him  if  he  flies  from  that  which  is  before 
his  face.     What  is  to  be  deduced  from  this  truth  ? 

T  •  •  • 

— That  nature  muft  jbe  overcome  in  the  flavc,  but 
her  propenfities  left  to  acl  upon  the  citizen  ;  by  whicJi 
means  you  will  have  in  three  months  a  good  army 
of  patriots,  whofc  ardour  it  will  be  nccelliuy  to  re- 

ftrain ; 
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ftrain ;  while  three  years  fpent  infrequent  exercifing, 
will  fcarccly  be  fuflicient  to  make  a  foldier  of  a 
Ruffian,  or  a  Pruffian. 

Thefe  refleftions  lead  me  to  fpeak  of  PrufTia ;  on 
which  however  I  (hall  not  dwell  fo  long  as  I  have 
dwelt  on  Denmaik. 

Pruffia  was  for  a  confidcrable  time  only  a  fief  of  Po- 
land. It  had  been  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Teutonic  order,  the  grand  mafter  of  which  became 
its  fovereign  with  the  title  of  hereditary  duke  ;  and 
it  was  afterwards  united  to  the  elcftorate  of  Bran- 
denburg. 

In  1657  Pruffia  was  franchifed  from  the  feudal 
bonds  of  Poland;  and  its  territories  were  extended  un- 
der Frederick  William,  furnamed  the  grand  cleftor, 
whofe  fon  allumed  the  title  of  king;  and  after  caufing 
himfclf  to  be  crowned,  he  placed  the  crown  with  his 
own  hand  on  the  head  of  his  fpoufe  at  Konifbcrg, 
on  the  i8rh  of  January  1701,  It  was  the  grandfon 
of  this  firft  king  who,  aided  by  the  trcafure  which 
his  father  had  amafitd,  and  the  excellent  troops 
which  he  had  inliiled  in  every  pare  of  Europe,  eftablilh- 
ed  in  his  ftate  that  military  force  which  afterwards  ren- 
dered him  the  mpft  powerful  monarch  of  the  north. 

This  prince,  a  lovereign  and  abfolute,  (hewed  him- 
iVlf  a  legifiiiror  as  wdl  as  a  conqueror :  he  gave 
a  nc'.\  ib:m  to  the  finances  ;  fubllitued  nine  collegers 
crjuluci%in(tcad  of  the  ancient  grand  bailiwicks;  elta- 
^lifhed  ten  provincial  councils  ;  and  in  fine  has  given 
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a  coUeftion  of  laws  under  the  title  of  the  code  of 
Frederick. 

One  of  the  articles  of  this  code,  which  does  the 
moft  honour  to  its  author,  is  that  by  which  he  de- 
clarer, that  "  In  all  proccfles  wherein  he  fhall  be 
"  interefted,  if  there  be  any  doubt,  he  will  rather 
"  fufFer  fome  lofs  than  weary  his  fubjcfts  by  burden- 
*^  fome  proceedings." 

in  the  book  which  treats  of  the  ftate  of  perfons, 
there  is  a  very  fingiilar  article  j  it  is  the  one  which 
relates  to  hermophrodites.  "  Perfons  of  this  fpecies" 
(fays  the  legiflator,  who  was  not  obliged  to  be  a  great 
anatomift)  "  in  whom  neither  of  the  fexes  prevail, 
«*  may  choofe  that  which  fccms  good  to  them ;  but 
their  choice  being  made,  they  cannot  change. 
Thus  a  man  who  has  cfpoufcd  a  woman  cannot 
"  efpoufc  a  man." 

This  code  gives  to  the  father  the  right  of  confining 
his  children  in  his  own  houfe,  and  of  chaftifing  them 
moderately  i  but  it  forbids  the  (hutting  them  up  in 
a  houfe  of  correction  without  the  intervention  of  juf- 
tice. 

A  hufband  and  wife  m,ay  diflblve  their  marriage 
by  mutual  confent,  but  not  >yithout  demanding  a 
feparation  from  the  raagiftrates ;  who,  during  one 
year,  endeavour  to  reunite  them.  Adultery  on 
cither  fide  is  a  caufe  of  divorce. 

The  legiflator  carries  his  fcverity  very  far  in  per- 
mitting a  hufband  to  demand  a  divorce  whenever 

he 
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he  difcovcrs  a  billet-doux  in  the  hand-writing  of  his 
wife.  Such  a  law  will  only  make  the  wife  more 
refervcd  in  her  ftyle ;  and  a  lady  may  perhaps  gratify 
alover  as  much  by  injurious  and'menacing  expreflfions 
as  (he  would  by  thofe  of  tendernefs;  he  will  foon 
difcover  love  under  the  veil  of  prudence. 

That  malady  which  poifbns  the  fweets  of  marriage 
and  blafts  its  fruits,  is  in  Pruflia  a  caufe  of  divorce* 
The  difficulty  of  knowing  the  offender  has  hitherto 
prevented  the  French  Icgiflators  from  pronouncing  oft 
this  point. 

A  ftate  of  habitual  fury,  or  of  continual  idiotifrti', 
is  another  caufe  of  divorce  in  this,  land  ought  to  be 
in  all  civilized  countries :  the  union  of  gcntlenefs 
with  frentic  rage,  and  of  reafon  with  folly,  fhould, 
in  the  indifToluble  bands  of  wedlock,  be  prefcribcd 
like  other  unnatural  unions. 

According  to  the  fame  code,  baftards  may  be  legi- 
timated by  the  marriage  of  their  parents  ;  and  the 
excellent  law  of  adoption  is  reftorcd  in  the  extent  it 
had  among  the  Romans. 

In  that  part  which  relates  to  judicature,  it  direfts 
that  the  report  of  all  caufes  fhall  be  made  in  eight, 
or  in  fifteen  days,  unlefs  there  be  an  indifpenfiblc 
nccefTicy  for  deferring  it. 

All  caufes  which  pafs  through  three  degrees  of  jurif- 
divftion  muft  be  terminated  in  the  fpace  of  a  year.  Ad- 
vocates alone  are  to  carry  on  the  proceedings,  which 

arc 
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are  very  fimplc,  and  the  office  of  attorney  is  fup- 
preflcd. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  the  famous  code  of  Frede^ 
rick,  which  is  ftill  fufccptible  of  improvement.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  French  legiflators  will  draw 
from  thence  whatever  may  be  found  ufefiil  to  the 
nation;  and  that  by  modifying  what  appears  too 
imperious,  or  has  too  much  famenels  in  this  code, 
they  will  form  one  fo  perfeftly  wife,  and  equitable, 
that  it  may  hereafter  be  adopted  by  all  Europe. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pruflia  are  computed  to  be 
five  millions ;  and  how  a  ftate  which  contains  no 
more  people  fhould  be  able  to  fupport  fo  great  an 
army,  would  be  aftonifhing,  if  it  were  not  known 
that  Frederick  the  lid.  increafed  the  population  of 
his  kingdom  by  the  recruits  which  he  drew  for  this 
army  from  other  Hates. 

Half  only  of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  which 
are  always  ready  to  march,  are  Pruffians,    This  moi- 
ety is  compofed  of  peafants,  enlifted  journeymen, 
and  day-labourers  i  who,  in  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  join  their  regiments  in  order  to  be  exercifcd 
•  in  military  evolutions,  and  afterwards  return  to  their 
fields,  to  prepare  the  enfuing  harvefl.     The  other 
moiety  is  formed  of  enlifted  foreigners,  who  increafc 
"the  national  population.     Thofe  foldiers,  who  are 
employed  only  two  days  in  the  week  on  military 
duty,  can  on  the   intermediate   days,  and   in  the 
towns  where  they  are  in  garrifon,  work  at  different 
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trades  for  tlieir  own  emolument:  marriage  is 
fo  far  from  being  forbidden  among  them,  that  it 
is  encouraged ;  and  there  is  not  a  Pruflfian  regimenc 
but  has  more  women  and  children  than  foldiers  be- 
longing to  it.  There  is  an  hofpital  at  Potldam  for 
maintaining  five  thouCuid  children  of  foldiers,  great 
part  of  whom  are,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  fent  into 
the  country  among  the  pealants,  and  thirteen  crowns 
a  year  paid  for  bringing  them  up;  by  this  means  they 
became  good  hufbandnian^  and,  when  their  ftature 
is  fufficient,  good  foldiers* 

After  confideriog  thefe  circumftances,  -we  ihall  find 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  with  M.  de  Hortzberg,  that 
"  The  Pruflian  army,  however  numerous  it  may  be, 
^^  is  not  difproportioned  to  the  population  of  the 
*'  country ;  which  it  augments  rather  than  dimr- 
«  niflie?." 

Agriculture  was  fo  wifely  encouraged  by  Fre- 
derick the  lid,  that  the  corn  produced  in  Pruflia,  in 
common  years,  is  not  only  fufficient  for  home  con- 
fumption,  but  allows  of  an  exportation  to  the  value 
of  fix  millions  of  livres.  Bcfides,  as  has  been  ob- 
fei  ved  by  M.  dc  Hortzberg,  *'  She  may  afford  io 
"  much  more  to  the  export  trade,  from  her  having 
^'  behind  irjr  the  fertile  countries  of  Poland,  Bohemia, 
.  *^  and  Saxony,  which  can  fend  nothing  by  fea  but 
^^  tlirough  the  Pruffian  (lares;  from  whence,  by  means 
*^  of  the  Wbe,  the  Oder,  and  the  Villula,  thev  find 
"  a  lucrative  and  eafy  exportation." 

It 
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It  18  not  cxaftly  known  to  what  fum  the  revenue 
of  PrufTia  amounts ;  but  it  mud  excite  admiration, 
that  without  augmenting  the  taxes  paid  before  by 
his  fubjedb,  Frederick  the  lid  found  means  to  main- 
tain and  recruit  very  formidable  armies  ^  to  contend 
during  a  feven  years  war  againft  three  of  the  greateft 
powers  of  Europe  i  to  extend  his  empire  \  to  render 
his  neii^-born  Sag  refpe^ftable  i  to  caufe  the  building 
of  near  fix  hundred  villages^  which  he  peopled 
with  families  invited  from  other  countries ;  and  to 
diftribute  from  1763  to  1785  nearly  two  millions 
of  crowns  every  year  in  gratuities,  rewards,  and 
encourage  ment£» 

This  excellent  adminiftration,  this  glorious  ufe  of 
power,  calls  upon  us  to  pardon  the  late  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  for  having  forgot  the  rights  of  the  nation  which 
he  governed,  and  for  having  confidered  only  as  his 
fubjefts  the  men  who  were  united  under  his  em- 
pire. 

It  is  not  yet  time  to  pronounce  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Ruflia.  What  could  be  faid  of  that  im- 
menfe  empire,  which  may  be  compared  to  a  block 
of  marble  on  yvhich  different  artifts  have  fucceflively 
employed  their  talents  ?  It  was  grofsly  hewn  out 
by  Peter  the  Great ;  the  rough  form  of  this  coloflal 
figure  was  foftened  by  Elizabeth ;  and  it  has  received 
more  of  the  human  appearance  from  the  able  hand 
of  Catherine  the  lid.  who  by  the  inftru6Hons  which 
(he  gave  to  the  commiflioners  charged  with  pre- 
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paring  a  new  code  of  laws,  has  proved  herfelf  wor- 
thy of  governing  a  great  ennpire.  She  has  done  more 
for  Ruffia  by  her  equity  and  her  |>eneficenGc,  than  all 
her  generals  have  done  by  their  warlike  virtues. 
It  is  of  little  advantage  to  fo  vaft  an  empire  to  have 
its  bounds  extended;  its  true  welfare  is  more  ef- 
fentially  promoted  by  favouring  population  by  wife 
laws  J  by  encouraging  induftry  3  by  increafing  its 
riches  by  commerce ;  by  cultivating  the  arts  and 
reconciling  them  to  a  ftubborn  foil,  ungenial  to  thj^ir 
nature ;  by  meliorating  the  manners  of  a  ftill  favage 
race  of  nobles;  and  by  communicaring  fenfibility 
to  a  people  whom  the  loughnefs  of  their  climate 
had  rendered  impenetrable  to  all  the  foft  afFeftions, 
and  fecial  virtues  of  humanity.  Thefe  are  the  works 
which  already  make  the  reign  of  Catherine  illuftrious ; 
and  which  will  reflcft  fo  much  glory  on  her  memor\\ 

I  (hail  now  quit  the  fojourn  of  royalty  to  penetrate 
the  bofom  of  a  republic  j  but  it  is  not  one  where 
liberty  finds  a  happy  afylum ;  let  us  however  feek 
her  from  counrry  to  cjuntry  until  we  experience 
the  delight  which  her  afpect  infpires.  If  we 
6nd  her  not  in  another  republic,  which  has  by  its 
courage  raifed  itfelf  above  tyranny,  and  by  its  in- 
duftry above  the  ocean,  perhaps  flie  may  prefcnt 
herfelf  to  our  view  in  an  ifland  where  fhe  has  taken 
refuge,  as  a  place  from  whence  fhe  may  better  brave 
opprefiion.  But  if  fiom  that  inconflancy  fo  natural 
to  her,  fhe  has  ftolen  away  from  her  vulorers,  and  has 

deceived 
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deceived  them  by  leaving  licentioufnefs  in  her  room, 
we  will  traverfe  the  vaft  extent  of  the  Atlantic  to 
enquire  whether  Ihc  has  not  cftabliflied  her  throne 
aniidft  a  people,  more  likely  from  their  manners  to 
render  her  the  worfliip  in  which  fhc  delights. 

There,  at  leaft,  we  (hall  contemplate  her  feithful 
image  j  and  from  that  we  fhall  be  able  to  know  her, 
if  on  our  return  we  fliould  difcover  her  in  France, 
triumphant  over  all  oppofing  obftacles,  difengaged 
from  the  dark  anxieties  which  threw  a  gloom  over 
her  approach,  and  balanced  in  the  midft  of  public 
tranquillity,  as  the  fun  in  a  cloudlcfs  fieaven  feem$ 
to  float  in  an  ocean  of  light. 
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